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llADAlili 

^OUR Gi^ce*s tifte for travelling, 
as wcH as for every elegant re- 
finement of life, encourages nie to 
hope, that the following fhe^ts will 
be fo fortunate as to attract ^our eye^ 
in the filent retirement of fome vacant 
hour. They contain the defcHptidA 
of a country deat to every Briton, and 
a a dear 
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bcltlg>4lite>bir{h'place of i great Fri^ 
c©^/«<frhof6^inent vktues addm the 
tHroi]»i^d^flliefe fi^ldisv''^d<«ii{>tkdte 
the aflf^lons o€ a^teate itttd* Id^^i 
peopldir ^iTBhey 'c6iitaifin<«he ioiafi-llt^fir- 
o£ii^<coiin$g not unwbttdiy? of ! yoarcu- 
rittfily fj 'Whierej amiaft 'all'tiMi fpJeii:*. 
did-'etHbellifhrnents of foticty; rrttth,^ 
h^rtouf , aiid finoerity, are flill th^ Jjns^ - 
V&iUftg principles of a numerof6s aiHl' 
aii<*ieiit liobiUty. And here d way fdir-' 
lydpetts'itfelf before me, to- ^tk^ a- 
pfii*illel{'l^tween the. auguft- «'he*trer 
'^e¥tf'ybuir Grace a<?ts 'fo ihintn:g"a 
piVty and'jhoie for^gn cotittsV 'wh^ :• 
^Mi^iiFi i have beeTi'fo^hat)py' isF to 
eiffetve and adriaire. But the' tii(k^'i# - 
tdb MM«dts. Webe I to atteiil^fft^ d^- 
ft^ibe! tlielornamesits of the feitiiH: 
ee'tti^c, i <ni^t place your-Gr^ce iri the , 
^^ I * foremoft 



might ^Jlifeay^issr to, paiiW.,tb&{S&iCOi)H 
jugall i«cfe(5ti«)i¥iJ£Mbkh .(SadeaX; :3joij<; 
tos.yQiH? ; trUly^rterfjAe? and g«i«rouil.- 
coaSmtj andt Keftfler- 'you a «opipliete 
ip;<)did of idoOTefiiis felicity:::!, 'migb« 
«itt(4 yit&ur fpl«iMioj: and magRi^Kwawe* 
bjfTiWliicli you fuppprt the. !djgpiit,y. 
a^ftiBgpjQ, of the Great,.PjEiRfi|p,j?fi 
1i- m^^t deliflie^te yo\?r : gpodBfifi^ 
^^WTiftfaftility, y{?ur generc^tjjjiiypjiiji^j 
jir?;j jrfV But the confi^i^ftipRroi 
3^UfTv. d(elicgcy flops my. p^ij.j: ^9tn4[ 
i-aia a|?pj-ghew^v^ of o.flr<?n4ipg»rW^WMk 
h ojjjy} ip^au w court ypjai? pa^trc^qagc. 
My, a?n^mQji,i^ f^ti^fead ; $he,^sa^ 
ite^fflf lUeltering/ thefe papgj^ ^ndeisr 
yfltt¥ii^^jpici<^? .n?»nie, and ^f hms 
ildiiyj'O? per- 
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the ^profound veneration ,,a^d ^^f^aqco^ 

-ffji no ,"!':;:. ^:'.i .loiIlrK :):iT ..3:':v^n 

six!? ^Sl-^ih ri-^ '. ' J n.HU.r/^- •. / V'''V:f '■/• 

ili£: iri f».>r':- V u- . ' -;] n"::.:ca y^} r.:^ L^")^l 

blnoryplSK^ G.RAftEY,c:,: , . . ..i;:^. . 

L 'j:* enpfur"^-.' 'T .\ \ - • : '■' 'x 

•^o^l^^it^ '?.; .<-..-,■ /; : ; -, - v-VMi 

lj::iv/ bi:r . ?■ • ■ :^ - r .. . . .:.": ; • i^ 
MOST HUMBLE^ 

Ot '^j^ ^;^r. .■!« ' • / . - . :. ::.;'":: 

o^ ai.:?/ r^r'^"^'-, • .• • .-•, ^ : '«l.*. > :^r' 1 

'1 . w,. ..A MOST DfiVOTlSD,, ^ifD , < . > , .^,^i 

ha^^ r/iuo^.-;.: ^JI^ST^BEDIBaa-iSERyyJUffJ^i >;, 



M O I T A n TO H a 

^ I'^HE folbwinglcttcrs werecommltt^ 
X ^ ft>'1^ #*ffs, «fedH^ ifi-daiff na£»^ 
iimplicity. This, perhaj^^oh^^^^^c^lk^^ 
few repetitions^ and aj-ecital of particulars, 
whicb xna^r appear usdnterefting to fome 
readers. The author, ihowever, on fub- 
mitting them to public Fiew;, cQi^^%^ufe 
:(o make any altecaticn in their dreis : this 
would hav^too much the' appearance of art; 
and letters to a friend, fadb as th^lH; ihould 
difcover none. They are the effbiions of a 
heart warmed with fentiments of .aficd^ion* 
The Jtafle of readers is various y .and what 
appears minute ^nd trifling to inany, is to 
others^ at leaft, a matter of entertainment. 
The author's deiign in going abroad, was to 
improve his Tfiftory bfv^andalia, by inves- 
tigating things at the fountain-head. This 
has induced him carefully to ftudy the vari*- 
4DWS iStti^^&f J^ humours and 

chara£iQis of tmen, from the |NriBoe :to the 
cvtzgcr,; agreeahly to the words df a very 
ingenious feimak traveller*,* Ftmremmifre 
au vrai les maurs des pais^ tuuu .e^caminMsJes 
cabanes. If we view things iit a philofo- 
phic light, are not the occupations of th^ 
farmer, the gardener, and the artificer, as in* 
^f tq^i(jF:jgtJr,inte;|€S^^ a fubjeft, as plays, 

f Madam de Boccage. 

operas; 
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operas, and other fafhionablc cntcrtalp-* 
ments ? Theie the author, however, has not 
omitted, when they came in his way, merely 
in compliance with the prevailing tafte. A 
traveller generally makes himfelf the hero 
of his piece, by reciting his hardihips and 
fufferings, o$ /jlolXx tto^Ax TrAa wBm : the au- 
thor has followed the example ot his prede- 
ceflbrs ; and if this has fometimes rendered 
him too perfonal, he humbly hopes for the 
reader's indulgence. Though no poet, he is 
an admirer of the Mufes, and has been na- 
turally led to interfperfe thefe Letters with 
fevcral paflages from our beft waiters, which 
helped to footh fome toilfome fcenes, and^^ 
perhaps, will contribute to enliven the nar- 
ration. This is all he thinks proper to men- 
tion by way of apology ; the neceflity of any 
farther preface is fuperfeded by the begin- 
ning of the firft letter* 



S. since the author's departure from Strelitf^, he has meivej 
the melancholy news, that Madam de Dcwitz and Mademoi- 
felle de Rauchbar are no more. The latter was ripe for her 
diflblution ; but the incomparable Madam de Dewitz wa& 
fratched a'way in the bloom of youth, to the inexpreffibte gricr 
of all who had the Kappinefs ot knowing her. Among the reft 
the author pays his fincere tribute of tears to her revered an^ ' 
much lamented manes. 
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► ITTLE did I imagine, when fir(\ I 
undercook to write the hiftory of 
Mecklenburg, that this attempt 
woulid be produflive of a tour t6 
GeftMiayi ^nd* confequeiidy expofe me to a 
ferieS of difficukks and penis : but fo it feems 
to have been decreed : from a caufe fo very re* 
fiaotei by a ftrange combination of circum- 
fbnces, an event has happened, which even at 
this time fills ihy own mind with amazement; 
You may remember, that upon a review of my 
materials for the fecond volume of the Hiftor/ 
of Vandalia, I found them a great deal too 
fcanty and defedive ;' and from that time, % 
VoL/t B became 
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became fenfible of the propriety, or rather ex- 
pediency, of undertaking a journey to Mecklen- 
burg, in order to explore new fources, and t» 
carry on my inquiries at the fountain-head. 
Turius ex tpfofonte bibuntur aqua. . I flattered niy« 
felf, from the connexions I had already formed 
abroad, that upon my arrival in that country, 
the public archives and records would be open 
to me; and that I ihould, moreover, have fre- 
quent opportunities of conferring vdth the li- 
terati, and thereby acquiring fuch intelli- 
gence as might enable mc to difpel the clouds 
of conjefture and fiction, and to fill up the 
fpaces that I found vacant in fome periods of 
my hiftory. At the fame time, I pleafed myfelf 
with the idea of attaining a more accurate 
knowledge of the topography of that dutchy ; 
as alfo of the cuftoftis Sind manners of the in- 
habitants, from my own obfervation and expe- 
rience, and of reftifying any miftakes I might 
have committed in the defcription of a province 
which I had never vifited, and concerning 
which my materials fometimes afforded me but 
a very imperfeft and glimmering light. 

This expedition, I muft own, at the fame time 
flattered my vanity, to think that I was con-* 
forming, in fome meafurc, to the practice of 
the ancients, whofe earliefl writings, and par- 
ticularly their hiflories, confift chiefly of the 
relations of thofe who attained their know- 
ledge by foreign travel : and perhjips, upon a 

ftrift 
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ftrid examination, you will find, that among the 
hiftorical relations of moft countries, the greater 
part have been coDipofed by foreigners, I 
ihould tire you with quotations (and this is not 
a place for fuch pedantry) were I to enter into 
a proof of this affertion ; befides, you are too 
well acquainted with antiquity, to need any 
authority in fupport of the argument. I ihall 
only take notice to you, that one of the greateft 
men of the laft century, in a letter to a friend/ 
concerning his manner of entering upon the 
ftudy of the Roman hiftory, advifes him to per- 
ufe the Greek hiftoriansof that powerful ftate, 
in preference to the Latin; and the reafon he af-* 
figns, is, that foreigners are infinitely more dilir 
gent in obferving the manners, cuftoms, laws, 
and ceremonies, of a diftant nation, than the 
natives of the country. 

Yet in acquainting you with the motive of 
my travels, I muft be ingenuous, and not im- 
pute them intirely to the defire of inftructioa 
and knowledge. I have not the ambition of ht* 
ing ranked among the number of thofe great 
men, the Pythagoras's, the Solons, the Plato's, 
who travelled into remote parts in purfuit 
of fcience ; and after a feries of toilfome inqui-* 
ries, enriched themfelyes with the fpoils of phi« 
lofophy, and the polite arts, by a frequent 
converfation with the {ages, and the ingenious 
artifis of foreign nations. The coniideratioa of 
my Jblealth WM a collateral inducement to em« 

B 2 bark 
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bark in this hazardous voyage. You know t 
had contrafted a diforder in my ftomach, by a 
too clofe application, and by a fedeiitary life. 1 
was likewife troubled with rheuffiatic pains, 
from frequent colds, the confecjuencc oif not ex- 
poling myfelf fufficiently to the open air. Afea- 
voyage I hoped would be of great relief to me 
under tbefe complaints ; and indeed the event 
has already anfwered my moft fangaine expec- 
tations. 

I remember I promifed you, at my departure, 
to write to you from time to time, and to give 
you fuch accounts of my travels as might fcrve 
at leaA as a mark of my friendihip for you, if 
not contribute to your amufement. I intend to 
keep my word ; if I (hould prove troublefome, 
blame yourfelf, as the correfpondence is efta- 
blifhed at your own defire, or" rather com- 
mand, to comply Mrith which I think it my 
duty. I cannot fay how far you will be enter- 
tained, or whether you will be at all enter- 
tained with the account of my itinerary ; but 
as I know that truth is your chief aim in 
reading, you may depend upon my conform- 
ing to it with the utmoft exaftnefs j and what- 
ever may be wanting in the importafnce of 
the fubjecl:, will be compenfated, I hope, by 
the fidelity of my intelligence. I fhall furnifii 
you with little more than fafts, either falling 
within my own obfervation and knowledge, 
or fuch as I know to be properly atteft^. I 

fhall 
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%iall endeavour to be acquainted wkh the cuf- 
toms and manners of the people ; as wdl as to 
furvey the country, and to take an exaft notice 
of ks principal curiofities. Thelatt^are ge« 
ncraHy the objeft of U-avcHers ; but the former 
are more worthy of their obfervation^ as hav- 
ing a greater tendency to improve their manners, 
to remove the narrow prejudices of education^ 
and to fill their minds with more generous and 
manly conceptions, 

I £et out from London on Thurfday Morn- 
ing, Auguft 7, 1766, in company with my 
friend M. D. who was defi!:ous of feeing the 
city of Hamburg. We reached Gravefend that 
fame day, and there waited till Saturday in the 
afternoon for the arrival of a- Hamburg (hip, 
having agreed with the captain at London, for 
our paffage. Sunday in the afternoon we fell 
down the river, the weather exceeding fine, 
but the wind contrary j fo that we were obliged 
to tide it to Oafley bay near Orford Nefs, 
where we arrived on Tuefday about eight In 
the evening, and caft- anchor. There we lay in 
cxpeftation of a fair wind till Thurfday Morn- 
ing, when a wefterly breeze fpringing up be- 
tween three and four, our captain weighed 
anchor,^and we foon came within fight of JLeo- 
ftofi", the laft point of land on that coaft; then 
leaving it at fome diftance on the left, we ftood 
off to £ea,and loft fight of the Engliih fhore about 
B 3 two 
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two in the afternoon, the 14th of Auguft. Tht 
diftance from Orford Nefs to the firft land on 
the German coaft is 336 Englifti miles. From 
Thurfday the 14th,' till Sunday the 17 th, the 
wind proved variable^ But early the 1 7th in the 
morning it blew full north ;• when we began to 
make a confiderable progrefs, and between five 
and fix in the evening, we efpied Heilegeland, to 
my inexpreflible fatisfadion, who had not en- 
dured fuch long confinement at fea for many 
years, fo that I could not forbear crying out, 
italiam^ Italiam. The pleafure a perfon feels on 
the fight of land, after a tedious navigation 
(and this was really fuch) brings to my mind 
thefe fine lines of Taflb, with which you'have 
been fo often jchs^rmed. 

Cost di naviganti audace ftuolo^ 

Che muova a ricer car eftranio Udo^ 

Ed in mar dubbtofo fotto ignoto folo 

pruovi Pondefallaciy €*l vento infidoj 

S^alfin difcuopre il dejiato fuoloj 

Ilfaluta da lungi in Heto gridoj 

E P uno a P altro il mojiray ed in tsnto oblid 

Jm noja eU mal della fajfata via. 

To failors thus, who wand'ring on the main. 
Have long explored fome diftant coafts in 

vain. 
In feas unknown and foreign regions loft, 
Py ftorroy winds and faithlcfs billows toft j 

If 
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If chance at length th'' expefted land af^ear. 
With joyful fhouts they hail it from a-far; 
They point with rapture to the wifh'd-for 

fhore. 
And dream of former toils and fears no 

more ^. 

In the courfe of this voyage fcarce any thing 
happened worthy of particular notice, and yet 
lihall mention a few trifles, for want of matters 
of more importance. Though my friend and I 
had agreed to pay a very good price for our 
paflage, and were to be fupplied with frefti pro- 
vifions, we fared extremely ill the whole voyage. 
Our governor fed us chiefly with eggs, ftewed 
cabbage, flock- fifli, kidney beans and bacon with- 
out end, and hung beef as fait as brine. It is 
true we had a little mutton on board, which 
the captain had bought at GraVefend ; but it 
foon began to putrify ; and I leave you to judge 
whether my friend or I had any ftomach to re- 
Kfli it. In order to preferve this fame mutton, 
the failors hung it up in the fun, and waflied 
it frequently with falt-water, which gave it a 
moft difagreeable tafte. We had two lluflian 
paflengers on board, who did not feem to dif- 
like this homely kind of fare ; but they took 
care to ftifle the difagreeable effefts of it, by 
an inceflant fumigltion of tobacco, and a moil 
copious potation of fpirituous li<|uors, 

* Hook's tranflation of TaiTo, lib. iti. 

B 4 There 
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There happened, however, a dicizmftaiice, 
M^hich fomewhat alleviated our diftrefs: The 
^ weather being remarkably fine, the £ulor$ and 
fome poor paffengers in the hold aiaufed them- 
felves every day with catching of mackerel. My 
friend and I gave them money to encourage 
them ; and the fruit of their induftry proved 
the chief article of our fuflrenante the beft part 
of the voyage. . They contimzed* very fuccefi- 
ful in their fifhery, till we approached near^ 
Heilegeland; and a confiderablc. quantity of' 
the mackerel were falted arid dried in the fun^ 
in order to be carried to Hamburg, where they 
ve reckoned an exquifite ragout. 

Among other nuifances we met with, there 
Ivas a hog on deck, which gave us frequent dif- 
tiirbance by the roughnefs and indelicacy of his 
riiufic;. tny friend and I, however^ comforted 
ourfelves with the notion that this complaint 
would foon be at an end, fondly imagining that 
the animal was deftined for our table in the 
courfe of the voyage. But, upon enquiry, we 
found ourfelves miftaken ; the captain, being an 
excellent oeconomift, was ufed to train up thofe 
filthy brutes in his veffel, in order to fatten 
them with the. wafh, and afterwards fell them 
for the Hambixrg market. / ^ 

I do not mention thefe particulars as a mark 

of any great hardlhip I fuftain^d, for I thanfe 

heaven I can accommodate 'rtiyfelf to . the in* 

convenienqics of trgveljing withes much philo-» 

, . • > fpphy. 
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fo^hy as i0e^ people; but i cpuld not help t^^ 
ing notice of fuci^ behaviour, a«^ a moft flagrant 
uiftaac^ ^i impp^op 4^ thf €apt;ain. This may 
ferv? asa^^tioajgyouor any of your friend^ 
vbo fcould ha|^f» hereafter to embark on 
board 09e of fh^Jfe veflek, always' to lay in ^ 
fioickof. forih provifions, otherwifc they may 
depend on very hard treatment. And yet this 
iftippfihg f^ow" wa«' the grcateft pretender to 
iD^ligion iinagimable ; his n^en were called up 
twice a day, morning and evening, to prayers ; 
when they ^ joined in hymns and pious canti* 
cles with the.Utmoft fervency and devotion^ 
This I do not mention to the difpraife of the 
COiAmon mariners, for their behaviour was in 
every refped anfWerable to their profefiion^ of 
religion ; and during the whole voyage, I ob- 
£erved nothing that could be objeded to their 
condud. I muft except one thing, which gave 
e&npe, namely, their fmoaking continually 
tinder deck, and knocking their pipes out i» 
the midii of combuftible matter, which made 
jnc often apprehenfive they would fet fire to 
the veffeL But ^e poor nt^en had the' captain'a 
Example to encourage them in this laudable 
praftice : I have feen this fellow frequently li^ 
down to fleep with a lighted pipe in his mouth ;j 
when, alarmed with the fenfe of danger, I have 
Willed him till hp had imoked it out, and re> 

iign^d 
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fignedhimfclf into the arms of Morpheus. This 
I have been informed, was not a particular in- 
ftancc with regard to our fliip, but is the gene- 
ral praftice of all the Hamburg traders. And- 
for that very reafon I would never venture on 
board one of them again, when there was a 
poffibility of being accommodated with au En*- 
glilh veffel. 

But I beg your pardon fbr dwelling fo 
long on trifles : J return now to Heilegeland, 
that wifhed-for objeft, which, as I mentioned 
alreadyi we came in fight of on Sunday the' 
tyth, between five and fix in the evening. My^ . 
friend and I were now iii high fpirits, expefting 
to enter the Elbe that night, and to land at 
Hamburg the day following. We might eafily 
have reached Heilegeland before night, the 
wind was fair, and the weather moft.propitious : 
but our captain, after fome confultation, de* 
clined entering the river in the dark, al- 
ledging he had too valuable a cargo on board 
to expofe himfelf to any unneceflary rilks. He 
told us that the entrance of the Elbe, though 
fo wide and fpacious a river, was very dange- 
rous, on account of the numerous rocks and 
banks on each fide of the proper bed or 
channel, which is extremely narrow. He 
determined therefore to flacken fail, and 
lye by till day-break; and then wc migh( 
proceed withoilt danger. For my part, I was 
fony to protraft my (lay any longer under 

his 
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bis dominion; yet what he ailcdged was very 
reafonable, and proved to be well founded, 
though at that time we imputed it to his ti- 
midity. Between nine and ten we iaw the light 
at the beacon on Heilegeland; and, after our 
ufual homely repaft, we betook our-felves to 
reft, pleafed with the profpect of being foon re- 
kafed from our floating prifon. 

My impatience to have a full view of Heile- 
geland, prevented me from enjoying peace- 
ful flumbers ; fo that I rofe between two and 
three, when our captain was preparing to get 
under fail ; and by three we bega& once 
more to advance in our courfe, with a gentle 
breeze,, which cujrled the : fmoothnefs of the 
glafly ocean. The fcene was animating, and 
truly piclurefque ; the gay morning fmiled in 
the eaftern iky, and the fun, juft mounting the 
horizon, tinged the firmament with ruddy 
ftreaks of fire, which difclofed to our view the 
lofty cliflFs of this celebrated ifland. We did 
not go aihore, but the enquiries I have made, 
enable me to give you a ihort defcriptiqn 
of it. 

This ifland feems to be providentially fituated 
for the navigation of the Elbe, from the mouth 
of which it is diftant about twenty- four miles; 
In confeq^ence of the narrow channel of that 
jiver, and the badnefs of the coaft, which 
is ^ 9 flat ftipre, the entrance would be v<rry 

dangerous. 
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dangerous, if not impi^Aicabley mi&wkt iuc& 
^ Phairos to dired the muioors. For this pur? 
pofe the Hamburgers have built on the higheft 
part ofthe ifland, a light-houfe, which is flip* 
plied with coals at their expence; with the 
pcrmiffion, however, of tjic ipng of Denmark^ 
whom the iflwd belongs. It is £ud to have 
been formerly ^ a much larger extent; bat by 
dMerent inundatioAs, the laft of which was in 
1^49, thegreateft part of it was wafhed away> 
The fmall ipot remaining is divided into the 
upper ifland, called die CUff, a iblid reddiih 
rock, rifing about fifty yards high, almoftper- 
pendicular out of the fea ; and the lower ifland 
termed the Downs : the circumference of the 
former is about nine hundred and forty rods, 
and that of the latter nearly the fame. The up- 
per ifland is a clayey ibil, firom two and a half 
to four feet in depth. It is tolerably fruitful, 
producing baiiey and oats, though not a fuffi- 
cient quantity for the inhabitants. There are 
hut very few trees in this place, and no gafdens, 
the natives being fupplied with vegetables and 
fruits of all forts, at a cheap rate, from Ham- 
burg, There is pafiure , on this part of the 
ifland for a few cows and flieep, and three 
wells or fprings of frefli water. On the higheft 
part of the weft fide is the light-houfe. 

From the higher to the lower ifland, they 
have made an eafy defccnt by a pair of broad 

wooden 
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wooden ftairs, fixed to the fide of the rock, and 
containing one hundred and eighty fi^ps. On 
the top of thefe ftando the govemor^&hotffejand 
oil the ridge of the rocls is plaMed thd a^tillery^ 
which commands the Haven. Th^ lower land ii 
defended by a mole, to prevent it from being 
intirely demolifh^d by the fury of the oceafi; 
This part confiftis of fandy dowiid, and 6f si 
rocky ground, on which are fifiier-huts J^fo* 
about one fourth of the natives. But the bet- 
ter fort live on the^ clifii by reafon of thd 
high floods, which fill the lower part of thefd 
huts with water. Not many years ago, the 
downs were feparated from the reft of thrf 
ifland, by a chanilel called the Waal, which, at 
high water, is of a fufficient depth for veffels of 
a tolei^able burthen. 

On thefe downs the inhabitants find a fmall 
fi^ called Sands-pier, which is of immenfe life 
to them, as a bait for the catching of fifli, 
from whence they draw their fubfiftence. The 
^ecies 6f &fh caught in this neighbour- 
hood, (and for fufch they have a very good 
market at Hamburg,- and other towns on/ the 
Elbe,) are cod, haddock, whitings^ mackerel, 
thom-backs, with ling, and feveral kinds of 
flat-fife. The tiatives are expert pilots, being 
perfedly acquainted with the navigation of the 
Elbe, the Wefer, and the Eider. Merchant- 
ihips bound to Hamburg,*^ are obliged to take. 
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in a pilot at this ifland ; but we were akeacly 
provided, having brought one with us from 
London. For it feems they think it worth 
their while to go over to England, on purpofe 
for this employ, and take their turn in the 
Hamburg traders; they are very well paid for 
their trouble, but a dedudion is made of one 
tenth part, of their profit to tho king of Den- 
qiark. 

Thefc people are faid to be defcended 
from the ancient Frifians, whofe cuftoms and 
manners they ftUl adhere to. They reckon 
about two thoufand inhabitants, all either pilots 
or fifhermen. They are hardy and robuft, 
though they eat but very little flelh, living 
chiefly on fifli, brown rye-bread, and a kind of 
gruel thickened with oat-meal. While the men 
are employed at fea, the women are equally di- 
ligent and indufirious on ihore ; for they dig 
and harrow the land, fow, reap and threfh the 
com, and grind it with hand*mills, there being 
neither plough, carriage, nor horfe on the 
whole ifland. The winter-provender for the 
cattle, and all their fuel, are brought hither 
from the continent. 

The name of Heilegcland fignifies the Holy 
Land, which it is faid to have taken from the 
worihip paid here in ancient times to the god- 
defs Fofta or Phofeta, the fame with the Vefta 
of the Romans : hence it was formerly known 
by the name of Terra ^an^a^ focra infulaj and 

Phofs- 
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Phpfsland or Foftdand. But the behaviour 
of the inhabitants, if I am rightly informed^ 
does not anfwer to the fandity of the name ; 
fince they are branded by their neighbours for 
avarice and extortion^ and for the barbarous 
prance of plundoing fuch fliips as happen to 
have the misfortune of being ilranded on their 
ifland*. The fame charge is brought againft the 
inhabitants of Jutland, where, from the badnefi 
of the coaft, tlumbers of veflels are frequently 
call away ; for, under pretence of fuccouring 
the diftrefled, the fifhermen immediately fur- 
round them on all fides, bore holes in their 
ihips, and do them every other damage in their 
power. But inhumanities of this kind are not 
confined, to^ Heilegeland or Jutland; you are 
fenfible that in our own country the like, if 
not worfe, practices have prevailed till very 
lately; and that veflels, unfortunately ftranded 
on our coafts, have been barbaroufly called a 
God-fend, and feized as lawful plunder by our 
maritime banditti. 

The profpeft of Heilegeland afforded us but 
a very fleeting fatisfaclion ; for the wind be* 
ginning to freflien, we fkimmed along by the 
fide of the ifland with great rapidity, fo that we 
foon loft fight of it; and about fix in the mom^ 
ing we reached the Red Buoy, a famous fea- 
mark, near the mouth of the Elbe. To the 
left was the coaft of Ditmarfli, belonging eo 

Denmark, 
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Denmark, but it lay fo low that tre cbxdd not 
difcern it ; to the right was the datcHy of Bre^ 
men, where, at a great di^a^ce, we perceived 
fome churches and the fort of Neuwerk. As I 
Jhall often have occafion to mentiojii the river 
Elbe, in the coiirfe of our edirefpondMce, it 
will not, perhaps, be difagreeable to you, to 
have fome account of its rife and progrefs. 

The Elbe, both by the Greeks and Latins cal«* 
led Albis, in the Bohemian language is termed 
Labe : It is one of the largeft rivers in Europe^ 
dire£ting its courfe through the heart of Oer-^ 
many. It takes ri& on the borders of Silefia, 
in the mountain called. Ridfetigebirge^ and xv^n^ 
ibuth to Koningfgratz in the circle of thatnattiei 
from thence it proceeds nof th-weft till it re- 
ciiives the Muldaw at Melni^k below Prague, 
aild above Leutmeritz t^e Eger^ Whidi rifes in 
tlie mountain of Fichtclberg in Francdnia. 
Leaving Bohemia it continues its courfe norths 
jind piaffes through the dutchy of Saixony, vifit- 
ing Drefden, Meiffen, and Wittenburg; and 
receiving the Mulde hot far from Deffau, and 
the navigable Saale above Barby. From thence 
it fiiapes its courfe north-eaft, through the cir- 
de of Lower Saxony, receiving the. Havel 
near Havelberg, and' the Umenau below Win*' 
fen; afctr which it parts the dutchy of Lu- 
nenburg from Mecklenburg; and t4ien running 
between the dutchies of Bremen and Holilein, 

divides 
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divides itfelf into many branches above and in 
the neighbourhood of Hamburg, where it forms 
feveral iflarids, and afterwards a very bfoad 
ftream : paffing on ftill north weft by the for- 
trefs of Gluckftadt) it receives the deep and na- 
vigable Stor at Wewelsflet; below Brunfbuttel 
it grows ftill wider, and at length lofes itfelf in 
the German ocean. This river is navigable 
for large fliips higher than any other in Eu- 
rope; vefiels of three or four huhdred tuns 
coming up as far as Hamburg, which is feventy 
Englifli miles from the fta. For facilitating and 
fecuring the navigation of the Elbe, the Ham- 
burghers have taken the utmoft precautions. 
The river being full of fandrbanks, and thefc 
often fliifting by the force of the current, par- 
ticular marks of the alterations or ftiiftings arc 
neceffary to point out the channel, in which, 
there is a fufficieijt depth of water for veffels of 
burden, and to guard againft running on the 
flats and flioals. For this reafon there are con- 
ftantly floating in the Elbe, a hundred large 
buoys, fome white, others black, all ftreng- 
thened with iron hoops, terminating in a point, 
and-moored with chains and ftones. The' far- 
theft of thefe at the river's mouth, is, as I 
have already mentioned to you, diftinguifhed 
by the name of the red-buoy. For the fecurity 
of veflels entering the river, there is a company 
of pilots, fubordinate to the court of admiralty 
flt Hamburg J and they have two linall veffels 
Vol. L C or 
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w yachts, onebf which is altrayi ftilioiidd it 

the moiith of the Elbe* 

Arid now as i^re are on the poiilt of eitering 
this fine rivfar, give me leave to entertain you 
with a thought which arofe in my mind on 
fo agreeable an wicafidh. ThJb icjea^ of failing 
with a profp^roua gale into fet riveir or haven, 
after efcapirig the perils of the wide ocean^ is 
fo pleafing to mankind^ that thfey generally 
make ufe of it as a metaphor to fignify a re- 
treat from dafager, or a place of fecurity and 
Jquiet^ after beii^ toft and agitatted by wOridly 
viciffitudes. Ttwehi portim^fpes ^^fartuna vaktd. 
Yet this very "agitation is ijeceffary t6 relilh the 
tranquility of the haveii ; and from ivhat little^I 
iaye. obfcrved of life, there iis nd enjoyment \3ff 
eaf^ without inquietude: we reap our |)le'a* 
fore from our, pains ; and, as the poet ex- 

prelTeS it^ 

' A conftaht ffe'aft quite palls thfe tafte, 
• • And Ibng feiijoyment i& diftrcfs. 

Ik iftrort, we all feed, more or lefs, ihfat thcife is bo 
futh thing as a donfiant aind iihinferra|itedJ(a- 
lisfsii^on; the humaii mi^d, after . dbtailiing 
its end, begins to grow tired atrd refttefe, till i 
frdh ot^eft of purfuit arifes, and . thro#sj it 
into a new fcene of anxiety, l.felt a thoft ejc* 
iquifite pleafiire on thb fight of Heiligeland ; fc^t 
I begin now .to ' be fenfible of an • uneafinefs^ 
I * which 
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wjiicli j^Vi^rS.^p pfi ^p the iijiitchy of Meek-? 

JPetwee,!^ fjx ^d • jfeven. j^- tj^e niornipg wc 
pi^er<ed itl^^^ :5Jhe, afi4: l^t th« .white^ buoy, on 
^)if pt^pjT.jfi^? pf thjp F<)^-/aa4, we tpol? i» 
a, pilot p)it pf the y^cht w|iicl)i always plie$ 
riiere fof* Jtjiat pijirppfe. We jno)^ begaiji t€) 
/[iifcpyer Ifijtid pn the left, azid about feven ?ve 
pitifled by. a ^jwll ffi^rtifipatioii oxi |:he riglfi^ 
ycaljed th^ ?^e.uwerk = this fqrt i« fituated oi? a^ 
^fland, wd (;Qiimxan(d§ tfte entrance pf the.harr 
Tbpur ; it Is difce^nible ^t ^ great diftaof e, an^ 
Ji^s alfo .gi light-hoyft : thjere af,e feveraji other 
beaepixs qu that ^de, fojr.^he conyeniency o^ 
fiiippf^g. At hajf ^n fc,our after eighty ^e cam^ . 
^ h^h ^$ .CyxhaYen, .where we toad.e no flay, 
but Uft i<t on QW rights This is a fine fpacioup 
J^iByrbouT, p/ great conyeijkiency tp Ihips ar- 
riying here in ^iibter, rwhe^ji the jiyer i3 full Ojf 
4cje. TJie country hereabouts is cMkd the bail}- 
wick :of JRitZ-bAttel^ \yh^ch ^ha? been ^ong in 
poffeiJXon pf the Jiamburghqrs.: they have a fprt 
We With fpurteep ,or j^eeij han;ilets; but at 
^Cuxhaven .there is only ^ pi^ljc houfe for thjC 
accopuijiQdation of paffcjajgers. Frpqi this place 
.to Hamburg they xeckon fourteen German 
juries. .Soon after we puffed by the town of 
Gluckftadvt on the^eft, .belonging to, the king of 
.Denmark, and by feveral iflands^ till we came 
to Belenbar, a fmall village within two miles of 
the town of Stade, when the tide being fpent, 
we were obliged to drop anchor about one in 
C 2 the 
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the afternoon. My friend and I thought this a 
good opportunity of going on fliore, and vifit- 
ing the towns of Gluckftadt and Stade. • 

Gluckftadt is fituated in Daniih Holftein, and 
province of Stormar, on the north banks of the 
Elbe, at the confluence of that river and a rivu- 
let called the Rhyn, about twenty-five Englifii 
miles from Hamburg. The adjacent country is 
fo hollow and marfliy, that they have raifed a 
ftone caufeway near three-quarters of a German 
mile in length, from hence to the neighbouring 
town of Krempe. .Sonie of the flat ground this 
way is Jower than the Elbe at high water, and 
is agreeably diverfified with kitchen gardens, 
orchards, canals, and dykes, like Holland. It 
;was built by Chriftian IV. of Detimark, in the 
begihhiijg of the feventeenth centuiy^, who or-, 
dered it to be called the Fortunate (which the 
German name of Gluckftadt imports) and fa- 
voured it with many privileges. The Danifli 
kings have fpared no pains to render this place 
as ftrong as art can make it; the fortifica- 
tions are regular ; the ramparts planted with 
fine trees, the ditch very broad, and there are 
generally about two thoufand men in garrifon. , 
The town has been feveral times befieged, but 
never taken ; fo that it is reckoned impregnable. 
It is well watered by a variety of canals , 
one of which divides it into two parts. Gluck- 

• In 162Q, 
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ftadt is prettily built, and has a very fpa^ 
cious market-place, at one corner of which 
ftands the great church for the Lutheran wpr- 
Ihip ; but Jews, Papifis, and Calvinifts, are alfo 
tolerated. The harbour is fmall, but very fafe 
and convenient Here a mole runs into the 
Elbe, with block-houfes, which command the 
channel of that river. Hence the Danifh kings 
have attempted to make all ihips pay toll here 
that afcended the Elbe ; but it is faid that the 
powers of Europe would not fubmit to it : and 
yet they fubmit to the toll exaded at Stade. 
Here are the ruins of a palace built by the 
abovementioned king ChriftianlV. 
. In the neighbourhood of Gluckftadt is a fort 
or prifon, where malefadors from feveral parts 
of the Danifh dominions are obliged to atone 
for their crimes *by ,hard labour. Some, are 
condemned for life, and others for a limited 
time. This feems to have been borrowed from 
the Romans, who had their damnati ad metal/a^ 
or criminals condemned to work in the mines. 
The Danes have a proverb. That a dead man is 
good for nothing ; and that it is much more ad- 
vifable to reap ibme benefit . from malefactors," 
than to deprive them of life. Hence fome are 
employed on the fortifications, others, as I have 
been told, on the high-roads, and others in clean* 
fing the ftreets. Such a plan of punifhing de- 
lin<}uents has been propofed in England, as a 
more effe^al method of preventing enormous 

C 3 . crimes. 
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Climes^ than tfahfj)ortation bf hiil^g ; jet 
it has been rejcfted, is incJOHfiftent i?«rith th« 
CDhftit?ution of fe free cctthtty. But ivh-f it 
flioHtd be any-'objte&fiSn aAong^ 1 ^&6 peopl^i 
ft) depriTe thofe of thcii* lit>ertyy Whd by IKc 
laws oF the ' land fiave fdifffeited theif livfes; i* 
wJrkf I ncVer t6\ild €ompreh^nd. Thd 'ffgKt bf 
crimihys employ cd^ffl ufcFallaBoui', is tt<!)l fo 
fiiooAig is thai of iiialefaftdt^ tob'^ti^ in pio^ 
celtioh to TyBurh *; and I make no dbtibt ^rtrt 
ft wduM be productive of i better tfe<^, k^ i< 
would imprint a grtater terWr on thdfe, Whtrtii 
rdl^nefs and avcrfion to labotir generally prompt 
to vicious courfcs. 

At Gluckftadt We croffed the water, and pto- 
. ceedei to Stade,a town fituated on the rivei* 
Schwinge, in the dutchy of Bremen, by thd 
weft fide of the Elbe, about twenty Englift 
miles fr(Jm HaWibur^. It is a place of very 
great antiquity, in:d flid to have taken its name 
from the Latin W6rd Statio ; the llomans being 
fuppofed to have had part of their fleet Ibtiotied 
Jiere to guard th;e frontier. But this is certain- 
ly a raiftake, the Romans neVer had any flee^ 
on the Elbe ; nay, it; is "queftiohed by fome, 
whether they everpaffed that river. Tacitus,"^ 
indeed, takes notice, that Lucius Domitius 
crolffed the Elbe, and advanced farther into Ger- 
ihaiiy than any Roman before him, biit not a 



• Annal life. Iv. cap. 44. 
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wor4 is i?[ientioned pf a fljeet, or of any fettle- 
jmcnt on the. northern bajal^ of this river. PoJJ^ 
Albim^ fays Cellajius, incerthra gmniq fiomanis, 
fmrurit. 

Stade had been formerly one of the Hanfe- 
town3, an4 afterwards became fubjed: ,to tho 
fee of 3remen ; but, by the treaty of l^unfter, 
ft was ceded, together with that fee, to th^ 
fcrown of Swe4en. I^ ni% it was wrefted 
fmvfi the Sve^ie? by jthe king of Denmark, whp 
fold it, together with tl^e .whole dutchy of Bre- 
j^en^to king George I. as ^ledor of Hanovex> 
i^nce^hat time the f6rtification3 have been rer 
paire^^ fa j^^ it :fnay be reckoned a place of 
copfiderable .fljrengtjh. Jt i^ the feat of the rei- 
gency qf the dutchies oi Bremen and Verden: as 
jklfo of the chi€ff court of juftice, the chancery, 
and -the cQ^fiftpry or ecclefiaftical court. There 
are three churches in th^e town, and a Latia 
^<^opl, where formerly flood ^ a convent of 
Auftin friars. S;tade, as I before obferved, was 
,once a place of confiderable trade, and fronji 
1586 to i6i2, the Jlnglifli factory had their ftar 
;ple here, yrhich was afterwards removed tp 
iUamburgh : but, notwithftanding the ' con- 
yeniency of its fituation at the junftion of the 
<wo.riyers/(the Sdi^'inge at the diftance of a 
mile emptying itfcff into the Elbe) the trade of 
Ibis place, by acQUQWrence ftf migfprtpnqs^ is 
igreatLy pnrthe d^di^«« 

C.4 jBetwc^ep 
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Between eight and nine the next morning, 
which was Tuefday the 19th, the tide beginning 
to ferve, we weighed anchor, and arrived at 
Brunfliufen at half an hour after ten. This is a 
fort at the mouth of the Schwinge, where our 
king, as elcftor of Hanover, has a confidefable 
toll; all fliips that come up the" Elbe being 
obliged jto Hop here, and give an account of 
their lading; for which they pay a very fmall 
duty at Hamburg, to an officer appointed 
by the government of Hanover, Several 
Writers pretend, that the Hamburghers are 
not obliged to flop at this place, having been 
exempted from the duty, on account of their 
being at the charge of the buoys on the river, 
and of keeping the light -houfe on Heilegeland, 
But this, I affure you, is a miftake; for our 
fliip, though a Hamburgher, was under a ne- 
ceffity of flopping, and the captain fent two 
of his men on fliore, with an account of the 
lading. Another error of many writers is, 
that an Englilh man of war of twenty-four guns 
rides at anchor on the Elbe, at the entrance into 
the Schwinge, to compel all fliips to bring to : 
there is no fuch fliip to be feen in thofe quarters; 
neither is it neceflary, the fort being planted 
with a certain number of cannon, which com* 
mand the channel of the river. 

Upon the return of our naen on board, wc 
proceeded on our courfe, and pafling by feveral 
little iflands, with little more wind than enough 

to 
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to ftem the tide, we arrived at Blanckenefe, a 
fiihing town, where carriages ferry over in their 
way from Hamburg to Bremen. Here we had 
a fine profped of the former city, which with 
its lofty fpires made a grand and moft noble 
appearance. From hence we advanced but very 
flowly, and did not reach Hamburg till four in 
the afternoon. The profped of Altena toward- 
the water-fide was quite pidurefque ; the banks 
. of the river being very lofty, and adorned the 
whole way with houfes and gardens, which 
hanging on a declivity, looked quite romantic^ 
and were productive of a moft charming efied. 

I believe I need not tell you, that we were 
all overjoyed to fet our feet on fliore at Ham- 
burg, where we immediately betook ourfelves 
to our feveral quarters of refrefliment. It is 
now time to give you fome refpite, and to con- 
clude this long and tirefome narrative. I would 
advife you, however, to take your revenge ; and 
fend me as long an account of what paffes du- 
ring my abfence in England. Let me hear 
from you as often as poflible, for it will il- 
ways be a fatisfaction to me to know that ab- 
fence creates no coolnefs in your friendihip, 
but that at fo great a diftance you continue 
ftilltothinkof 

Your fincere friend, and humble fervant, &c. 

LET. 
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SINCE I had thepjeafiireof vtfitingtoyou 
iqjon my landing m this coiintiy, I have been 
^emjdoyed in a tonibint jound of vifits arid pe- 
xambulations, in order to gain every informa- 
tion that might be of u{e to roe. in jny principal 
ide£ign,^and at the fame tinie enable me to give 
you fome accounJt of this great city. The time, 
ias been vexy fliort ; but as I had been here 
fome year« ago, when I came by the way of 
Holland and Bremen, the intelligence then 
gained, added to ray prefent inquiries, has in 
Jxxme meafure qualified me fox the talk I have 
amdertaken. The fubjeft, indeed, is already 
exhaufted, and, confidering the number of 
Jhiftories of Hamburg that have been lately 
publiflied, I fliould rather have declined enter- 
•ing onfo beaten a track, and confined myfelf to 
a few anecdotes of my own obfervation. But 

fince 
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face you particularly in^ on my faTouriog 
ymi with a de£t:ription of^tfais <tity, I fhali obey 
your commands^ hoping you udli be £0 good as 
toexcufe me^ihoUidl affidrdyoa no new matter 

fiStmborg is one of tke Iki^eflr, xicbcfirand 
ttoft ]Aipulou2s:eitacs in Oehnany. It is plea* 
fettlbly iituated'Oii the' river Elbe,, in the cirdc 
of txfwet Saxony, &c dutcfay isf Holftein, and 
proTtilce of Stormai^ at the diftance of about 
fenrenty tnilts (roib tbe German ocean. In its 
form it is ahnoft circular, and near five miles in 
drcamfereince; ncontaining about 118,000 inha- 
bftta&isi It is built pardy on iflands, and pardy 
on the continent of the north ikle of the 
JEStio, which brings ihiips of burden into die 
^cry heart trf tiie city. This river is divided 
two or tihree mUes above the town, into two 
pritidpal chaninds, called the north and fouth 
Elbe, which, with ibhie fmzller channels, form 
feveral beautiful iflands towai-ds Harburg, all 
belonging to the eleftor of Hanover, and re- 
unite in one ftreain about fix miles below Ham- 
burg, The Ibuth banks of thfe river are border- 
ed by th45 dutchy of Lunenburg, and lower 
doiMn by the dutrhies of Bremen and Verden. 
Towards the eaft the^city is wafiied by the lit- 
tle river Bil ; and towards the north by a fmaH 
river called the Alfter, which forms a very large 
bafon }uft without the town, and another, 

1000 
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looo feet fquslre within the walls ; after which 
it turns the public mills, and palSng by fevcral 
fluices and canals, through different parts of 
Hamburg, dilbharges itfclf into the Elbe. 

This city is divided^ by a canal, into the old 
and new town, which not long ago were fepa- 
rated by a wall and a ditch; but the greater part 
of the wall is now levelled, and the ditch moftly 
filled up. The feveral iflands in the rivers Elbe 
and Alfter, on which the town is built, have a 
communication with each other by bridges; and 
the tide flows through the canals which feparatc 
the iflands ; but the part called the Old Town 
lies fo low, that the houfes are liable to be in- 
jured by high tides. The whole city is fur- 
rounded by a lofty wall, with out-works in the 
modefn way, and a broad ditch of very great 
depth. There is alfo a noble line, with other 
works, extending from the largeft bafon of the 
Alfter to the Elbe, about half a mile above the 
town; and on the other fide of that bafon, 
about half way betweeii that and the Elbe, be- 
low the town, is a very good fortification, to 
which they have given the name of Stern- 
fchantZy or Statr-fort. The ramparts are cover- 
ed with grafs, and planted with rows of trees 
of fuch height, that on the fide of Altena none 
of the houfes can be difccrned. They have a 
garrifon of about 2000 men, one troop of dra- 
goons, tlie reft infantry; a number too fmall to 

defend 
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defend the place from a foreign attack, and of 
ufe only to preferve the internal peace of the 
city. But their chief ftrcngth confifts in the 
jealoufy of the neighbouring princes, whofein- 
tereft it is to maintain the fieedom and indcpcn* 
dency of this city. 

Hamburg was founded in the beginning of 
the IXth century, that is in 808, when the 
emperor Charlemain ordered liis eldefl fon 
Charles to ercft two forts on the Elbe, with 
a view of repelling the incurfions of the Vc- 
nedi, a Sclavonic nation, who were fettled 
along the fouthern coafls of the Baltic. The 
command of thofe forts he conferred on counts^ 
who, from guarding the limits, were difiiXi^ 
guifhed by the name of marcgraves ; grajf^ in 
the German language iignifying a count, and 
mank a frontier or limit. The fort on the north 
iide of the river was called Hammenbui^g 
(whence by abbreviation Hamburg) or the 
caftle near the wood, by reafon of a thicket 
diftant about a mile from the place where now 
fiands the city of Hamburg. Here you are to 
obferve, that Hammeft in the ancient German, 
imports a little wood; and there is to this day a 
pleafant village on the fame fpot, to which the 
inhabitants have given the name of HamnL 
This is .agreeable to the opinion of C3iriftopher 
Silvius, an ancient poet of Hamburg, who 
thus explains himfelf in the following vcrfes : 

Hambttr^um 
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^ Ha?nburgumfiha eui notum nomen ab Hama^ 
' " Inter Bilh tucsj & ohrifer AlJIria ductus. 

• The firft commander of tfe^ fort w xmt 
Odo, or Udot the very perii>n who built it, aad 
by whom it was called HochI>9i:hl| or lioche^ 
Inirg, the jl^igh Fprt; tib« nl>Pth ba«^ ol^ the 
Elbe being very fte6p in -this ueighboiQrtiQ©«cJ. 
The place vfii taken and rziX4tA by tlie Wiiiij, 
•a tribe of 'the Venedi, two years after; but Char- 
lemain ordered it to be n^bi^lt; and numbers^ of 
people refbrting to .it a$- a place of fecurity, it 
foonbecami n populous city. The famp taa- 
tpcror erefbed the firft church there in .8n : his 
-fjbn Lewis th^ Debonnaar^ made it an archbi- 
shop's fee in 853 ; bait the fee was afterwards 
vtran^Ued to Bremen. Tiaie , SxSi biffaop wa$ .S. 
^afcharius, a Benedidine.monk. This city 
^bas smdergbsie. a vauiety t)f revolutions. U^on 
the extinftixm.of the CaxUmngian line, it be- 
jcanie fubjeft to lite dukes of Sao^ony^ o£ w!hom 
it was a^rwards ield by the counts of Hol- 
(^eiu; ..AdoipK lU. in- conlidera^ion of a fum 
,cf money, with which th^ HaanburghOTS fifty- 
jjiifbed hi» ^ upon his expedition to the liojy 
Land, favoured them with % great many privi- 
^g^s; and from thence ^e muft date the firft 
fr-eedpm of this city. Thefe privileges wxre 
,<onfirmed by the emperor Barbaroffa. But the 
citizens afterwards purchafed their intire Uber- 
:'ty of Albert of Orlamund, count of Holftein, 

for 
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fan the fum of fifteen hundred marks of filver* 

and it ^was coafirmed to them . by fucceedxog 

' counts, as weU as by; ChriftiaR J#. king of J>e^ 

Pfiarky after ti|e cpnnty of ^pl^ein had dcf 

volved to tl^a,t crown. The Sanifli y^U^t$ 

^u£rm, that nAtwithfliandin^^thofe pi3l(Vileg<Q% 

the inhabitant ^fHainburghwdre &iUr benod 

to the copnts and dukes o^ Bo^i^.by a cerr 

tain:^pvenant{. and that th^y adk;(dwledg|o4-s 

fort of homage to the dukes^cf -thc^ 01dei(bi^ 

line, ' which they ^aid to Cliriilian ly* Jdng of 

Dexunark^. fs;v£ .^^ .*• ^^^ • • ,; •; .- -^ ^-/% 

Hence the Staniih Jsiings h^^ 

cafion^, revived, their claims (P^rtjbj^iOvoreigtft^ 

of this city^ ^^;has £K(p}€^tiy obUgedih4 

inhabitants . t^r>pay yeryj }ii;ge:6lii^ fiM* ^ th« 

confirmation [of ^heir iibertii^sr y^t Hasntmi^g; 

was declared % fpe^j ifio^rial cltyrin >6t;8 ; ^Ud 

was X^posja^iOned Cp ^the di$t ipf ithe ^cmpimeda 

i6^t. The toi^^inwri. alarms Ijp&ln the cro^wa of 

I>e9mai^k> of :^idi yoU may renKmber aiate 

infttnce in a 7^2* oblige the ma^ifkstes to load 

tiie .pe^pk with heayy ta±es^ 'ibt them&iaten^ 

M^fiS'^ thek* garrtfon^ aanii either expences of 

government. The fyndnii or sft otto misder their 

arms is. Da fstctm Bcmnein ^dms Ttafttis^ und 4»t 

thdir ftandvds iare tlrefc Jetterfe &3P.<^fl, 

The .-govcratoent 'df H^xtn^totg r efides in the 

febate^ a3id in the three <:olte^ of bnrgh^rs, 

^ 1601. 

The 
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The fenate only, who arc chpfcn out of the 
principal perfons o£ the republic, have the right 
of aflembling and diflblving the body of the 
burghers, and zvc poiTefled of all the preroga- 
tives of fovereignty, except thofe of levying 
taxes, aad adminiftering the revenue : the taxes 
arc granted by the burghers, and the revenue 
is managed by ten of that body. The fenate 
confifts of four burgomafters, three of whom 
are civilians, and one a merchant, two prefid- 
ing alternately a year; twenty-four fenators, 
eleven of whom are civilians, and thirteen mer* 
chants; four fyndics ading as fecretaries of ftate, 
who are civilians, and give their opinions, but 
have no vote ; and four fecretaries or clerks, 
the chief of whom is called a prothonotary : all 
tthefe are upon every vacancy chofen and fup- 
jpBedby themfelves; and the eleftion comes 
on the very day after the funeral of the dc- 
ce^ed. The office of a fenator, though labo- 
rious, is not very profitable ; they perform all 
the fundions of public truft, without any other 
reward than that of their falary as fenator, 
which is incohfiderable, about two hundred 
pounds a year; but when they attain in their 
turn to the praetorfhip, they reap fome advan* 
tagc from the levying of the fines, while they 
continue in that office, which is two years. 

There is fcarce any difference between the 
drefs of their clergy, and that of their fenators; 

both 
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both wearing black gowns, much in the feitic 
/aihion, with deep heavy rtiffs about their 
necks, plaited as thick as poJGble : but the 
Senators goWns are faid to be very coftly ; they 
ire made of velvet, aild the infide of them is 
notched ; their hats are high-croivned, covered 
with black plaited velvet, arid edged w'ith 
black fringed. 

!F6r the trying of caufes, civil and criminal, 
they have two courts, the lower and upper : thd 
former coniifts of the two praetors, one of 
whom goes out aimUally, ind thirteen burghers, 
three civilians, and the i-eft merchants, of whdm 
a certaiil number are changed every year: the 
latter is the whole body of the fenate.' All 
caufes, above tw6 hundred marks ^, are tried 
in the upper court ; ^nd if the fum happens t6 
anlount to two thoufand marks, an appeal lies 
to the chamber of Wetrfar. The lower court 
takes cognizance df criminal caufes ; but the 
upper muft confirm the fentence. 

The Hamburghers have alfo a court of adiiii* 
ralty, cdnfifting of a burgo-mafter, fourfena* 
tors, fix merchants, and twa mafiers of ihip^t 
iffifted by a water-bailiff and a fecretary . They 
are governed by the civil law; and in criminal 
caufes by the ftatutes of the emperor Charles 
IV, with fome of their own municipal regu- 
lations. 

•About isl iOU : 
Vol. I. » The 
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The burghers are divided int<r three colleger, 
the chief elders, the college of fixty, and that o^ 
one hundred and eighty. The firft confifts of 
fifteen members, three chofen out of each of 
the five wards. This college is inv^fted with 
great power ; can demand of the fenate to call 
a meeting of the burghers, and even impeach a 
fenator. When the three colleges and the fe- 
nate axe affembled, which is upon all matters 
of importance, the. gates of the town are lhut„ 
and z ftrong guard is drawn up before the fe- 
nate-houfe. In laying of taxes, fifty burghers, 
of each of the five wards muft be prefent, ta 
confl:itute an affembly. The feverkl wards de- 
bate feparately ; and when the fenate come ta 
propofe ,the quefl:ion, the majority of the five 
determine it. This renders their meetings very 
tumultuous, and the fenators even in their pub- 
lic affemblies, are often liable to be treated 
with great infolence and indignity by the 
burghers. 

. They have an excellent naethod of reconcil- 
ing parties, and preventing law-fuits, which is 
that of arbitration. The party who thinks him- 
jTelf aggrieved, whether plaintiff or defendant, 
has the liberty of applying to the fenate for a 
commiflion, and of propofing.two or three fe- 
nators by name, to inquire into the nature of 
the difpute, and to accommodate matters in the 
beft manner poflible. ' The adt^erfe party .is ob- 
liged to appear before the commiflion ;,^nd 

. ' tTidugh 
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Ihoiigli both may rejed the award, yet it is 
reckoned fo di&onourable a proceeding, that 
the infiance is extremely rare. 

The' eftabliftied religion of Hamburg is the 
Lutheran, the public ^xercife of every other per* 
fuafion being prohibited, except in the chapels 
of foreign minifters The fenate is at the head 
of their ecclefiaftical government, which coh^ 
lifts of a convocation qf the paftors, archdea^ 
cons, and deacons, in all twenty-nine, of the 
five principal and feven fmaller churches or 
chapels ; and this aiTembly they call the Minify 
terium or Confiftory. The clergy ate generally 
men of found learning, exemplary lives, and 
particularly remarkable for the eloquence of the 
pulpit. Hence their influence over the minds of 
the vulgar is very confiderable. 

Hamburg is divided into five wards, from 
the five principal churches. Befides fix gates to 
the land fide, the town has three entrances by 
water ; viz. two from the Elbe, and one from 
the Alften On the diflferent canals the inhabi* 
tants have built eighty-four bridges ; they have 
alio the convfenifcncy of thirty-eight water-mills, 
fix windmills, fix iluices, and fix large iparket^ 
places. The buildings are generally of brick, 
and vtif high, feveral of them fix o# feven 
ftory; tfiey are well contrived for trade, the 
back part of moft of th^ principal meircbants 
houfes being fo near the water-fide, that their 
Tcflels come to. unload at their own doors; 

D 2 and 
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and they are all furniflied with cranes to raifr 
their goods up to the warchoufes, which jwe ge- 
nerally in the upper part of the building. Se- 
veral of them have warehoufes upon ware- 
houfes, even to four, five, or fix ftory high; and 
it is a ufual thing to go into the upper ftory to 
purchafe a butt of winrc, or a hogfhead of fugar. 
But one very fubftantial reafon for building 
their warehoufes fo high, is the frequent inun- 
dations from the high floods^ towards the be- 
ginning and at the clofe of winter, which fill 
their cellars with water. Moft of the ftreets, 
efpecially in the old town, are narrow, and 
crooked. The pavement is alfo very rough 
and difagreeable, and there is no raifed foot- 
way for paflengers. This cxpqfes them to the 
danger of being over-run by coaches, of which 
there is a confiderable number. . Several of the 
ftreets are planted with rows of trees on each 
fide, which renders them chearful and pleafant. 
If the merchants houfi^s are fo convenient 
for trade, they are greatly deficient in point 
cfiieatnefs and elegance. They are conftruc- 
ted in a pyramidical form, like the Dutch 
houfes, gradually leflening to the fummit. The 
door is in the middle, very high, like our 
coach-houfe doors, and arched at the top. 
You genarally afcchd by fteps, and enter the 
houfe by a great hall^ paved with flags, which 
ferves for a magazine, and fometimes for a 
cbach-hQiife. The hall is frequently adorned 

with 
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with wallnut-tree cupboards, of a prodigious 
fize, which are ufed by the women as cloaths- 
preffes, Moft of their floors, even above fiairs, 
are paved with flags : this occafio^is a damf>- 
nefs, and muft ' be attended with inconve* 
niency in the winter. The infide of their 
houfes confifts chiefly of bare white-wa&ed 
walls, and the furniture is indifferent, being lit- 
tle more than a table and looking glafs, with 
chairs of different forts. Neither thek* doors 
nor windows fliut clofe, their hinges and loclcs 
being miferably made, and generally out of or- 
der. There is' feme degance, indeed, in their 
ftoves, with which almoft every room is fur- 
nifiied,, inftead of grates; according to the 
German manner. They are generally built in 
a corner of the room, upon legs of about a 
foot and a half high, and are carried lip tx> 
near the ceiling, all of blue and white tiles, 
adorned with mouldings, pillars, and other 
♦ embellifliment^. A fmall matter of wood or 
turf gives them a fuflicient heat, which they 
retain fix or feven hours, and diffufe equally 
throughout the room. You do not fee the fire, 
for the wood is put into the ftove through a 
hole the outfide of the room : they are conve- 
nient in the winter, efpe'cially in this cold cli- 
mate. Their beds are very high, as in Holland, 
but they make no ufe of blankets or bed- 
cloaths; lying between two feather-beds. This 
mzy be comfortable enough in winter, but is 
D 3 intolerable 
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intolerable in fummer to thofe who are not ufed 
to it. The weather has been very warm, fincc 
^y arrival in Germany ; fo that I am content 
with my night-gown ovicr the flieets, knowing 
it would be impoffiWe for me to fleep, nay, 
that I ihould run the . danger of being fino- 
thered, und^r the incumbent weight of a fea* 
4lier^bed, 

Their regulations in cafe of fire are excellent^ 

^nd worthy of imitation. On the top of the 

(higheft churches they have two men who watch 

•every night,. in order to give ap immediate 

alarm of fire ; and he that firft discovers it, is 

-particularly rewarded by the magiftrates. He 

gives the fignal by founding a trumpet, when 

all the watch in the town . inftantly affem- 

.ble,'till the guards can be got to keep oflFthe 

.mob. Hence it; feldom happens that a fire 

fprcads beyond the houfe where it firfl <:om- 

mences. 

Of the numerous public buildings in this city, 
the principal are tJie churches. With regard 
.to thrfe, I ihjdl obferve to you in general, that 
moft of them are Oothic ftruftures, adorned 
with painting and fculpture, jnuch in the fame 
manner as thofe of the Romjm catholics, The 
. organs are aMb very fine, being of a prodigious 
fize, and beautifully decorated ; that in St. Ca- 
tharine's church, I am told, conftfts of fix thou- 
fand pipes. The fi:eeples of the cathedral and 
four of the principal churches are very lofty; 

but 
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tut they are only frames of timber, covered 
with copper, which is the reafon, perhaps, of 
their being fo often deftroyed Tby lightning. 
But what is moft extraordinary, and deferving 
of cenfure, is, that moft of the churches are 
thoroughfares, from morning till night ; hence 
they aire become places of rendezvous to 4II 
forts of people, and confequently cannot avoid 
being dirty, ' jVUny of them are disfi^red i?e^ith 
book-fellers ibops, fo that they have more the 
aj;)pcarance of an exchange, than of the houfc 
of God, 

The donie or cathedral is not fubjeft :to the . 
jurifdid:ion of the city, but under the imap^- 
diate proteftig^n of the king of Great-BritaU]:, ^s 
duke or biihop of Bremen; It is a large ycacr- 
able pile,.ado]:ned with a Jtuandfeme Q)ire, fLbq\it 
three h\inclre4 jii^d :fifty-fev«n feet hig^i. T^ie 
kxi&de is far £rqm being beautiful^ but deferyes 
the notice of a traveller on account of forae 
ancient tombs and infcriptipns. In the noiiddle 
of the church is the tonab of Jphn^ count , gf 
Schaumburg, with a hrafs .plate over, it, exhi- 
biting a figure of that prince in armour^ ^V4- 
ing a fword in his right, hand j part of the wp- 
nument is defaced, by what accident I cou^d 
not learn. In this fame church is the monument 
of pope Benedift V. who after being eleded in 
X)ppoiition to Leo VIII. was brought prifoner to 
Hamburg, where he died in 966: the pope is 
D ^ reprefented 
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reprefented in his pontifical habit, on a brafi 
plate^ with the follqwing infcription: 

BenedidluSj papa^ qui defede apojlolica per violent^ 
am remotusy pojlea cum revocareturj obiit Hamburghi 
Anno Domini Dcccc. quadrageftmo primo^ 4*. nonas 
lulii^ etfepultus ejl hie. 

The above monument hks the appearance 
of antiquity, yet was erefted fince the Refor- 
mation, and is certainly aH impofture; for that 
fame Benedid died in 965. In this church was 
alfo interred the celebrated hiftorian Albertus 
Krantzius, to whom the public is fo greatly in- 
debted for illuftrating the antiquities of Meck- 
lenburg, Saxony, Norway, and Sweden : he 
died in this city, in the year 15 17. But the 
moft' curious monument in the dome, is an 
ancient fione fixed in the fouth wall, reprefent- 
■ ing an afs playing on a bag-pipe, with feve- 
ral infcriptions in monkifh characters. The 
ftone is an oblong, about five or fix feet high, 
and three broad; on the top of it are the 
followiiig words in Low German, which is the 
dialeft of Hamburgh ; but I will give you them 
only in Engliih. 

JJirJlj thou afterwards : poor and miferabk I was 
born, fiere is more got than loft. 

Near the afs is reprefented a globe with ^ Crpft 
upou it rcverfed, and the infcription, 
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The world is turned topfy-turvy ; therefore /, poor 
ij/J, have learned to fife. 

Underneath is reprefented a man fitting in ^ 
flaiket, with this infcription: 

God be merciful to me^ a foorjinner. 

And about the border of the whole are written 
the following words : 

^be Tuefday after Mcbaelmas^ died the late 
Gefcbe Yanden Holten. 

And farther^ 

Hans Lange for himfelf and his children. 

As there is no date, it is impoffible to deter* 
jnine the time of ereding this tomb ; neither 
have we any account of the above-mentioned 
perfons. The legend-mongers tell lis, that the 
above monument was eredled to a ipendthrift, 
whofe friends having often warned him, that 
poverty would be the confequence of his extra- 
vagance, he made aniwer, that it was as im« 
pofiible for their prediftions to be verified, as 
for an afs to play on the bag-pipe; but, find- 
ing himfelf afterwards reduced to want,, he look- 
^ one morning out of his winddw, and faw 
^e fiupid animal playing on that inftrument 

^ Fortune 



42 LETTER U.. 

Fortune afterwards fmiled upon him, fo that 
he grew pich again, and proved a coniidefable 
benefaftor to this church. - The ftone is very 
ancient, and the charader appears to have been 
written in monkifli -times ; yet the language is 
much the iame as that which is fiill fpoken in 
this city. 

The five principal churches, which give name 
to the five wards, are St. Peter, St. Nicholas, 
St. Cadbarine, St. James, and St. Michael. 

The church of St. Peter Hands on the berg 
or hiU, in the higheft part of the city. The 
time of its foundation is uncertain; but, by aa 
infcription at the fouth entrance of the church, 
it appears that the tower, on which ftands the 
loftieft fpire in Hamburg, was built in 1342* 
On the fame fide is a ipacious charnel-hqufe, 
and over the front of it, in a pediment, is ex* 
lubited ^n exq^uifite painting of the refurre<^ioji. 
in the choir is the emblematic altar, with two 
^curious pieces of pc3:fpe6tiye. On the fouth 
fii^e alfo is a Mrell-carved image Of the virgin 
jMary, with the infant Jefus. The organ at- 
.pti&s the eye of a ftranger, by the largenefs 
and iplendour of its pipies. The font is a fine 
piece .of workmanftiip in marble. The dial 
Jis greatly admired, fliewing, among other 
things, the increafe and decrease of the moon. 
We f3i,w fcveral other curious pieces of paint- 
ing .and fculpture, which it would be too 
■ tccfews to enumerate ; but t;hat of Luther with 

the 
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the fwan is deferving of particular notice ; un- 
' jder it is the following Latin verfe, which 4 
cannot much commend for its elegance. 

Tejlis eram vivus^ moriens ero mors tua^ pa fa. 

The church of St. Nicholas is a fpacious 
Urufture, admired for its handfome fteeple, 
which was built by Peter Marckhard ; the ^ine 
refts on golden balls of a prodigious fize : the 
altar is reckoned a fine piece of workmanfliip. 
On the north fide is a curious.buft* of St. Jero^pi 
againfl: a pillar, gnd a large^profpeft of Ham* 
burgh, as i^ 1552; with fev^ral hiftorical piec^ 
from the Old Teftanient. Her^ are alio dive^ 
monuments of eminent, men. 

St. Catharipe/s is a {lately edifice^ • likqwife 
famed for * its Jiofty {le?ple,^,hif h was built Jp 
1698, by the f^ipe ingenious architeft who 
erefted thjit pf St. Nicholas. The front of 
the tOM^er, on which the .fteeple, qr^fpire ^s 
beenrayfed, is adomed with a number pf fta- 
tues in niches; and the fteeple is br^ke into 
different lanthorns, one upoijutheotlxer, with a 
gradual diminution, ithe kft fupporting a very 
high Ijpire. The middle of the fpire Is encircled 
by a large crown, or rather op^n coronet, jofcop- 
- per gilt. The: choir is remai;]^a^le for a beauti- 
. ful altar ;pn. the fouth fide I /aw a great yji- 
riety pf rfcpukhral infci^tions, ^^.fome^ypyy 
9I4 paiiitings, ^n water-colouijs. ipvcr t^ 
fouth 
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fouth door are fome fine verfes on Jacob's vl- 
fion ; and on the north fide a good pidure 
of the crucifixion. Near the chancel is a fa- 
mdus pi6hire of the judgment of Solomon, Oa 
the third pillar on the north fide I took notice 
of a very ancient and curious piece of carving, 
which reprefents the virgin Mary, with an an- 
gel fitting by her, and a unicorn laying it3lxead 
in his lap ; underneath is a park, with a great 
number of hounds^ who feem to be cjhacing 
the unicorn, which therefore has fled for re- 
fuge tp the angel; But the moft curious piece of 
painting in this, or any other church of Ham- 
burg, is that of Chrift^s burial. I could not 
find the name of the artift, which indeed was 
the cafe in regard to many other carvings 
and paintings. The marble font is Worth 
feeing, as alfo the organ, a noble piece of work- 
maJDifhip. On the north fide are feveral hiftory 
pieces of the fcripture, done in water-colours. 
Over the fouth door is reprefented the drown- 
ing of Pharoah in the Red-fea ; and on the op- 
pofite pillar is an excellent pifiture of the mock- 
ing of Chrift. There are feveral other paint- 
. ings and infcriptions in this church, which de- 
ferve a traveller's attention; but T only point 
.out the principal. 

The church of St. James, is a handfome 
edifice, adorned like the other three, with a 
very high fteeple, which was erefted in 1580. 
On the nofth fide I faw feveral portraits of 

eminent 
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eminent men, as Martin Luther, &a The 
chancel is elegant, and embelliihed with mar- 
ble figures. On the fouth-eaft, over the door, 
IS a fine infcription on the burial of Chrifi ; 
and on the other pillar, to the fouth, is and* 
ther monument with fome elegant figures. Far- 
ther on the fouth fide is a mafterly painting 
of Abraham offering up Ifaac The marble 
font is reckoned curious, and the organ much 
admired. There are feveral other pieces of 
painting, with a great variety of monuments ; 
and in every part of the church one meets with 
excellent aphorifms,by a famous divine named 
Dr. Schuppius. 

The church of 6t. Michael is by far the 
handfomeft ftrufture in Hamburg, and the only 
large cliurch in this city, that has been built 
fince the Reformation. The firft done of it was 
laid in 1751, the 2pth of June; the former 
church, which was alfo a modern building- 
having been deftroyed by lightning, on the 
loth of March, 1750. It is not yet quite 
finiihed, but is very large and beautiful, of a 
round form, and not fo much crowded with 
ornaments as the other churches. The altar- 
is curioufly wrought, and the new organ quite 
magnificent There are galleries of pews with-* 
in fide, after the manner of our churches in 
England. The building l«oks airy and %ht- 
fome, the font is elegantly wrought of mar* 
We, and the chancel much admired. The ar* 

chiteft 
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chimed! i^ Mi John Godfrey HUdebrand, of 
Drefden. They have not yet begun to eredl: 
the fteeple ; and it is queftioried by fome, whe- 
ther, confidering the frequent accidents by 
lightning, any fuch ornament will be added. 

Tht other leffer churches contain little or no* 
tiling remarkable: their names are St. John, 
St Mary Magdalen^s, the old or little St Mi- 
chael's, the Holy Ghoff, the chapel of the hof- 
pital for the orphans, St. George's without the 
walls, St Gertrude's, and St. Paul's. 

After we had feen the churches, we paid a 
vifiit to the hofpitals,- of which there is a great 
number. The Hamburgheys are very careful 
of their poor ; which appears by their grand 
magazine, or granary for corn, from whence, 
in times of fcarcity, this neceffary article of 
life is retailed to the public, at a reafbnable 
price. They have a very large hofpital for 
orphans, the yearly revenue of which amounts 
to between fix and feven thoufand pounds^ 
Sometimes there are above three hundred chil* 
dren abroad at nurfe, who at a proper age are 
taken into the boufe : the boys are put to trades, 
and the girls are fent to fervice. The building 
is Act fumptuous, but decent, and borders oa 
one of the canals. They have alfo a large hofpi- 
tal,fdY the receptiOaof poof itffirrfi travellers; 
another for aged and difabled feamen. BeiGkles 
ihcfet they haVc many leffer hofpitals, for poor 

2 widowers. 
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widowers, and widows; with two houfes of 
correflion, one called the Zucht-houfe, or houfe 
of difciipline, ahd the other the Spinn-houfe. 
The former is a large building, ercfted in 1670; 
and adorned with a handfomc chapel: it is 
ptoperly a work-houfe, to employ poor peo- 
ple that have no fettled habitation. The lattei* 
was built at the fame time, and intended as' 2L 
place of punifliment for thieves and malefac- 
tors ; the prifoners are all kept clofe to {pin- 
ning, and with a fparc diet. 

The other public ftruftures are ho ways 
ftriking, nor inde^ anfwerable to the opulence 
and grandeur of the-city. The Senate-houfe, 
or Guildhall, is an ancient irregular building, 

, erefted at different times ; the principal part, 
in which is now the town-hall, is faid to have 
been built in the 1 3th century : that part where 
the fenate meets, was built in 1601; that 
where the bank is, in 1^48 ; to which they 
have lately added another for their new bant. 
At the other end is an ancient ftrucbire, 
where the lower courts of juftice hold their af- 
femblies. The whole is rather commodibiis 
thai! beautiful ; though the outfide of the 
building, as likewife the town-hall, is addrtied 
with the ftatues of emperors. In the up][/et 
apartments are held the affemblies of the col- 

. leges, and all the public offices pf the cuftbrnii, 
excifej admiralty,^and other departments. -' 

Oppofitfe 
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Oppofite the Senate-houfe ftands the f^i::-' 
change, a mean ftrufture, which feems to wan^ 
repair. It is. a large fqiiare, one part plant-' 
cd with trees, and the other covered with a 
hall^ where the council of commei'ce meets. 
This exchange is faid to have been built at 
three diflferent times, in 1558, 1578, and 1669 j 
but I could wiflx^ for the honour of Hamburg, 
that it was pulled down, to make room for a 
magnificent, or at leaft for a handfome ftruc-* 
fture. 

One of the public buildings bcft known to 
ftrangers at Hamburg, is the Boom-houfej 
fo called from its fituation near the booms ; 
thefe are two large floating ftages about ten 
yards afunder, thrown a-crofs the river, and 
faftened with a chain, to prevent any fliips 
or craft from coming into the town after fua- 
fet.; For thatpurpofe a watch is polled, ahd 
the keys are brought away by two foldiers, and 
delivered to the burgo-mafters every night. 
I could not find for what ufe this boom-houfe 
was firft intended ; it is now a tavqrn, where 
are retailed the greateft variety of wines and 
malt liquors, efpecially the latter, of any place 
in Hamburg. Above ftairs, on the top. of this 
building, is a very large room or hall, of the 
whole breadth, and almoft the whole length 
of thehoufe; moft of their, genteel weddings; 
and public entertainments^ are , kept in this 
:place, ' It is a great gazebo, being all one win- 
dow. 
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dow, from whence you have a pleafant view 
of a fiue fruitful country, of a rich populous 
city, and of a noble river covered with fliiips, 
whofe mafts appear like a great fbreft, extend- 
ing down below the town of Altena. 

The fituation of Hamburg, on fo beautiful a ri- 
ver, commands an immenfe trade, as fliips of no 
fmall burthen can come up to the merchants 
doors to deliver and take in their lading. Thofe 
indeed of the largefl fize, are obliged to caft an- 
chor four miles below the town, at a place cal- 
led New Mills, and unlade their goods into 
fmaller veffels. The Elbe, and the mJmy navi- 
gable rivers that fall into it, furnifh this town 
with all the produfts and manufachires of Auf- 
tria, Bohemia, Upper and Lower Saxony: by the 
Havel ajid Spree, it has a communication With 
the cleftorate of Brandenburg ; and by a canal 
from the Spree to the Oder, its commerce is ex- 
tended to Sileiia, Moravia, and PolajiA The 
chief commodities which it exports, are linens 
of feveral forts, particularly Silefia diapers and. 
lawns; Hamburg dowlas, and other ftrong 
linen from Weftphalia and Lower Saxony; 
linen yarn in great abundance, from Sile- 
fia and Lufati^j tin •plates and wire of iron, 
brafs and fteel, chiefly from Upper Saxony; 
clap boards, pipe and hogfliead-ftaves, lyairifcot 
boards, oak plank, and timber, with kid-lkins 
in great quantities from Brandenburgh and 
Vol. L E . Saxony, 
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Saxony. Among the nunlefotts' drticlc§ ot 
ilnportation, t reckon chieffy the i^eboleil inz^ 
liufaaures of England; the valufe df thdfe 
fent front Ydrkfliire, i^ faid to amouht to abofnf 
lOooooL The nunaber ofEngllfii Oiipi Hontf 
wtich enter this harbour yearly, i^ up^^ards bf 
two hundred ; mqft of which coriie frdiii S^iiti, 
Portugal, arid Italy, and are freighted by thi 
merchants ot this city, as fhips of quicker dif- 
patch than their own bulky vcflels. Tet they 
employ a great number of tlieir own fliips in 
the tireenlind fiflicry, as alfo in the wine trade 
to France, and their commerce with England. 
They have twenty large ihips, which make one 
voyage to London and back again every year; 
and as they fail much cheaper than our Englilh 
yeflels, fcarce any other but Hamburghers are 
employed iii this trade, except a few on ac- 
count of * goods, which, by our laws, arc hot 
importable in foreign bottoms. In fliort, Hani- 
burg may properly be (tiled the ftore-houfe of 
Germany, and a great part df the fTorth, fur- 
niihing them with all the neceffaries, conve- 
niencies, and fuperfluities of the other parts or 
the .globe. 

The manufaftures which they carry oh 
themfelves, are, firft, that of fugar-baking, or 
refining; but they are obliged to have their 
nxufcovado fugars chiefly from Great Britain. 
You may judge of the importance of this ma- 
nufacture, from the number of fugar-bakers, 

I who 
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'who are faid to be three hundred, and fupply 
the grcateft pari of Germany and the North. 
The fecond is that of weaving # velvets as weU 
«s daxnaiks and brocades, and other rich fijks. 
The third is gold and fllver lace. The fourth 
is that oi knit ftockings. In which they employ 
vaft numbers df their poor. The fifth is caUkoe- 
printingt which is become an immenfe ma- 
nttfafture. The fixth 1$ that of dying, an 
article In which they are great proficients. 
The Hamburghers have aifo a confiderable 
fliare in iht whale-fi&eiy of Greenland; and 
the fitis and whale^bones which they draw from 
it, may be deemed as a manufa6ture wholly 
condu£k(^ by their own people. 

Their cuftom-houfe is a imall upper room 
in the Guiidhall, where all the officers confift 
of one of the fenators (who ferve alternately 
and ^atis) and three , clerks; the fenator, as 
cofiunifltoner, takes the money and iigQS the 
cockets : thefe few officers, with two mow in 
the nature of f«iarcherst at the entrance 9f the 
faarboor, do the whole bufinefs of the cuftom$ 
in ib great and commerci^d a city. This la 
owing to the imallnefs of their dutie^^ which 
rgives little encouragemc^nt to imyggpUng, and 
confequently prevents the neceffity of % fwarm 
of etxftom^houiSe officers. But the exciie, or 
duty on inland confumption, is laid pretty 
heavy, as in Holland, in order to lighten the 
' £ 2 cufioms 
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cuftoms of imports and exports* They have no 
carts, or wheel*carriages, to draw their goods 
through the town, but make ufe of men £or 
a drudgery, which every where elfe is per- 
formed by horfes. Thefc carriages are ho 
more than a long pulley, laid upon an axle-tree, 
between two wheels^ linked to which you will 
fee, a number of robuft fellows^ with flings 
crofs their flioulders^ to draw a very trifling 
load. Thefc are the city porters, who form 
a kind of fociety or company, and make great 
intereft to be admitted as members. Whatfliews 
the prejudice of cuftom, is the Hamburgh* 
crs Ifarenuoufly ftanding up in defence of this 
manner of carrying goods, in preference to all 
others. The only plaufible argument in fup- 
port of it is the narrownefs of the fireets, which 
indeed would render a multitude of carts ex*% 
tremely inconvenient. 

The bank of Hamburg is one of the beft and 
iafeft in Europe, being under the direftion of • 
four of the principal perfons of the city, nomi- 
nated by, the whole body of the republic. In 
cafe of any fraud or embezzlement, the ftate is 
engaged to make good their defici^cies.' and 
to prevent any fuch malverfation, the officers 
'are obliged to clear all accounts twice a week. 

The Hamburghers keep their accounts in 
marks and fchillings; fixteen fchillings tQ a 
mark: a fchilling is worth a penny Englifii. 
The coins curi^ent both here and at Lubeck, 

arc 
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arc in billon, a drcylihg of three pfennings, or 
quarter of a fchiUing, called alfo a witte, worth 
one farthing : a fechfling of fix pfennings, worth 
a -halfpenny: a fchilling, worth, as I faid be- 
fore, a penny; a two fchiUings, worth two- 
pence : and a four fchiUing piece, worth four^ 
pence fterling. In filver ; a half mark, or 
eight fchiUings, worth eight pence : a mark, or 
fixteen fchiUings, worth fixteen pence : a dou- 
ble mark, worth two fhiUings and eight pence : 
in Lubeck, they have alfo fince 1752, a cur- 
ircnt dollar of three niarks, worth near five 
(hillings fterling ; and both have a bank or rix^ 
doUar, which pafles for three marks nine 
fchiUings current. In gold ; they have a ducat, 
current for feven marks, more or iefs, and a 
double ducat at fourteen marks. They have 
alfo great plenty of foreign gold, as Danifh 
ducats, Holland ducats, French piftoles, Brun& 
wick and Pruflia piftoles, and new French loui-* 
dorcs, though the value of all ox taioft 0f thefc 
varies according to the courfe of exchange. 
The bank money is generally about fifteen or 
fixteen per cent, better than the current 

The Britiflx factory ftill makes a confiderable 
figure in Hamburg. This fi)ciety of merchant 
adventurers removed from Flanders to this city, 
and were poffefl!ed of very great privileges fo 
long ago as the reign of queen EHzabeth. They 
had an exclufive privilege of importing cloth j 
"but fince king WiUiam's time that trade has 
E 3 been 
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been open, which hzs greatly dimitiilhiid dicr 
fplcndoT of th^ faftory. They are .incorporated^ 
into a company, confifling of thirteen members, 
1 goremor and depirty^governor* As they ait 
exempted from the jurifdiffion of the dty 
courts, all difputes among thetofelves are de- 
termined by a phiralhy of voices ; but contefts 
-with a burgher, require the prcfcnce of two 
fenators. Their judgments are fummary and 
Impartial, and on that account greatly re* 
fpefted by the burghers. For tranfafting 
their affairs, they have a handfome large build- 
ing in the middle of tjie town, called Ae En- 
glilh Houfe, where they have apartments fox* 
their officers, with a neat chapel, and of a 
very good fize. Tlie chaplain is the Rev. Mr. 
Vaughan, a clergyman of great piety and learn- 
, ing, to whofe civilities I am much indebted. 
The deputy-governor is Mr. Hanbmy, a gen- 
tleman wiiofe integrity, abilities and focial 
Virtues, do honour to his country. I had 
the pleafure of being entertained at his houfe 
with true Britifti holpitality. At this feafon 
he is moftly at his country-feat, as are many 
of the other merchants. The factory have a 
pleafant fpot of ground for a bowling-green, 
fituated near the new church of St. Midiael, 
in a very good air, with a convenient houfe, 
fiirrounded with tall handfome trees, where 
they frequently meet for recreation and exer- 

-cifc 
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cife. At the fame place there is a xsgylar 
weddy aflembly, ^t which the gentl/smeji stnd 
ladies of Hamburg intermix with thofe of the 
fauftorT, acdamufe themfelyes with chit«chaty 
cards and dancing. 

There is a prodigious number of Jews iij 
^is city, who arc allawed very great privilege^ 
in tr^de, but have np Synagogue, being obliged 
io perform their religious worlhip in Altena. 
Their chief dealing feemslo be in the exchange 
of money, which they carry on with indefatir 
gable affiduity. As fbon as a ftranger fets up 
at an inn, thefe children <of Ifra el have notice 
of ijt from the hoil, or ,the people of the houfe; 
j^nd they are fure to wait on him the next 
morping, before he is up, in order to offer their 
fervice, and to defraud him as much as they 
can. What is intolerable, they will not take 
their anfwer, but, like ftyrdy beggars, wUl 
torment you with their importunities. Nay, 
they fometimes bolt into the room, without . 
knocking at the door; a degree of infolence 
to which I have often ^ been witnefs. 

But you are not from hence to form an idea 
of the jnanners of the Hamburghers. Inftead of 
fliocking you with rude behaviour, they are re- 
markable for their politcnefs, and iriferipr in 
no refpefl: jfor amiable acqompliihments to the 
reft of the Germans. To enable you therefore 
to judge of their charadcr, I fliaill give you a 

i: 4 few 
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few obfervations, which I made fomc years 
ago, on the manners of this refpeftablc na- 
tion, 

Tfie Germans are a tall, robuft, people^ 
differing very little from the Engliih in fizc 
and complexion. The women, in particu- 
lar, are very handfome. They are bred up with 
great referve, and behave moft obfequioufly to 
their hufbands. The nobility are perfons of 
great honour, and all their fons inherit their 
father's title. The people, in general, are free, 
open, and fincere, and diftinguifliable above all 
nations for their hofpitality. This is the cha- 
rafter they bore even in Julius Caefiir's time, 
who tells us that their houfes were open to all 
men ; that they confidered it as a bafe aft 
to aflfront a traveller, and as a point of religion 
to proteft thofc who came under their roof. 
A fingle letter of recommendation to a gen- 
tleman in any part of Germany, is fuificient 
to procure the bearer an agreeable reception 
throughout the coimtry. They are great lovers 
of good cheer, but not to that degree of excefs 
as we fuppofe in England, where, I believe, 
there is more intemperance in drinking, than 
in Germany ; and indeed, in polite companies, 
hard drinking is pretty much left off, except, 
as I have been informed, in the ecclefiaftical 
electorates. .Their entertainments are luxiiri- 

riou^i 
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ous; for they think they never can fhew too 
much civility to their guefts. But their com- 
plaifancc is generally carried too far, which 
defeats the very end of it, and gives rather pain 
than pleafure to thofe whom they intend to 
honour. 

They are fond of chefs and billiards, efpccially 
the latter ; but hunting the wild-boar is the 
fport chiefly followed by perfons of diftinAion. 
Their paffion for travelling renders them affable^ 
and complaifant. Few nations furpafs them 
in the mechanical arts. In philofophy and politd 
literature they have acquired great reputation; 
and notwithftanding the French charge them 
with want of vivacity, the produftions of fome 
of their late writers fliew that they are not in* 
fcrior to that vain people in 'fire and imagina- 
tion. They are gr^eat encouragers of printing, 
and fo curious after public news, that few towns 
or villages are without their gazette. They 
are aHb excellent engravers, and very good 
painters, cfpecially in miniature. In Ihort^ 
learning is cultivated among them to fuch a 
degree, that they have above thirty univcrfi- 
ties; and a German prince ufed to be proud of. 
nothing fo much as of the number of fcholars 
in his dominions. But this is a mode now 
much upon the decline, and has been fticceeded 
by a more barbarous tafte, that of priding 
themfelves in the number of regimented 

men. 
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^»cn, trfii?icd to thc^ g^t pf flaugjiter and 

$ttdi are tjtie manners of tlie Germans^ from 
Y^\ch you may form aji idea of diofe pf the ^jr 
ti^cBJJ of Hamburg. If there be ^ny difference, 
it is that the common people here are not Jjuite 
i^<^vil a^ 41 x>ther plac;ek^ whicl^ perhaps is cOw- 
Wg to their liberty, and the jgrje;i,t fliar/; tl^ejr 
Jji^ve .in the govenaD[ie^ K^f thif cepnUk^ 3e- 
|i4esj ijt-bas been long QVferyedj.tfeat the vulvar 
IB ja^pft trading cities, are deficient inpoUtenef?,. 
«nd tjic FCiytfoa is l^ecaufe they are lejTs fceld ifk 
fv^^(Q3;iQA. >B^ the better jfon of the inhahii* 
taa^s i^avlng tr^eUed, are extceocidy coipppj^air 
£uit, and cairy their imitatipn x>{ the FxqQc|t 
nation m jdir^^ outw^d cecepdp^ifs, s^id t£* 
fined complin|<i^ts, to a4e^r^e<^^e3&(?-ayiag^ce. 

-The wonaen of this city, in gencjral, ar^ 
comdy, and of a fair comp^xion ; but } caH'. 
Iiat coniioe:»d their ^fte ihapes, nor their care- 
jcfe nisj^nficr ipf going without ftays. They are 
4booindiffcrqAt ^jbout drefs at home, and j^erh^ps 
4ooibnd of £nery, efpecially in the article of 
jewels, when they appear ^^road. The incon* 
veniency of this ill-judged pride is too often 
felt by their hu&ands, whofe trade is prejudi* 
ccd by fo much money lying dead in this ufelefs 
ornament. They generally go veiled with 
black filk, like the ladies in Flanders, but not 
fo as to hide their pretty faces. In going to 

church. 
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cfaoirhy liiey an foUomed by a ferrmt smij^ 
who holds a pray^-faoflik la on$ Jb^Mi »4 w 
the dtiiAr.aiiai& Aov» with tsxib^xaSf m ¥4fiter« 
tuatie ^ irarm iter iipiftxieis. Tjbiis 10 alio thf 
faAioda .in HoHaadt wbcne ftoves of ^ AnaV^ 
kiadajoe ofodiiy the w^ibjci^ wkeri^isr-thoyf^ 
greatly to the psejtidke of tibeir heaHh^ jwd iAtf 
difliinutiim of their beauty. Th« iniibidQM i)f 
^inilios in Hanfljurg ai^e £a<h,goodhogo£s3K^aBC% 
as not to be abotvie spotting ^k-itand tbemfelvcf 
in the kitcheioi, whenever (there happens to ihe 
occafion; but they xacry this p^t of dor 
toefiic ceconomy toofar, as it is frequen^ 
thecauXb of their not coming to table liU:th^ 
fecond courfe, with their fiacfis, like rthe Bed 
lion of Brent^rdyiialf roafied andibumt; and 
what is worfe, they often make their appearance 
in an nndrefs. 

Luxury is rifen to fo high a flitch |n this 
city, that there items to be an abfolute nec^- 
ty -for a fumptuary Jaw to reftrain it. In 
their feafts and- entertainments, the^ losoe 
to indulge their hofpitable genius ; fhe;ev'ing 
their regard for their guefts, by a furprizing 
profufion of diihes, and the greateft variety 4if 
wines. T^eir weddings anjd chii&enings are 
moft fumptuous; and even their funerals, where 
human vanity ought naturally to terminate, 
generally partake of the fame ^xtcav^gance. 
But in the midft of this magnificenoe of a^m^- 

cantile 



6o L E T T E R 11. 

candle republic, it requires no great penetration 

to fee the feeds of its decline. 

Coaches in Hamburg are fo numerous, that 
there is fcarce a merchant, or feven a ihopkeeper 
of any note, without his vehicle ; though they 
arc very inconvenient, from the crookednefs 
and narrownefs of the ftreets. But what is 
extraordinary, they have no coach-houfcs or Har 
bles, except in a few new built houfes. To. fup- 
ply this deficiency, the coach is drawn up fiairs, 
by means of a crane or pulley in the middle 
of the hall ; and the l^orfes are obliged to take 
up their quarters in the cellar. They have a 
greatnumberof hackney coaches, but no ftand 
for them in the ftreets; fo that they muft be 
ordered fome' time before they are wanted : 
which is attended with great trouble, in cafe 
of any fudden emergency* On the other 
hand, thofe vehicles arc much handfomer 
than ours in London, having glafs windows, 
like gentlemen's coaches. Their fare ia pretty 
reafonable, for you can have them a whole 
day, for two dollars, in town, [a dollar is 
four fliillings] and three dollars in the coun- 
try. Yet to guard againft the raiti, almoft all 
the men carry an umbrella in their hands, and 
the women have their parafoles of filk to fhade 
them from the fun. 

Though the merchants in general are men 
of great honour in their dealings, the fliop- 

keepers^ 
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keepers, or retailers, do not bear the fame cha<* 
rafter, but are charged^ and I am afraid too juft- 
Jy, with impofing on ftrangers. This I know 
by experience, that you may generally give 
thdin one half of what they aik. Ano- 
ther complaint agairift the ihop-keepers is^ 
the drink-gelt, or drink money, to their fcr* 
vants, who will not carry home the leaft thing 
to their cuftomer, though he lives, perhaps, in 
the fame ftreet, without importuning him for 
drink-money. 

As Hamburg is overftocked with moft |Com- 
fmodities, fo it is with lawyers, and. hardly a 
tenth part can be employed in the Senate^ 
or at the bar. The poorer fort of them 
ufed to be paid for walking in funeral proceffi- 
ons; but that cuftom is now laid afide. There 
are few or no beggars in the ftreets, the magiC* 
trates taking care to employ the indigent that 
will work, in the manufacture of knit ftockings ; 
and to fend fuch as will not work, to the houfe 
ofcorredion: the few incapable of labour are 
maintained by their refpeftive parifhes. 

The police of this city, indeed, is admirable^ 
efpedilly in what relates to the meaner fort of 
inhabitants. Every rank or order havefomething 
to diftinguifli them in their drefs, and even 
the poorer people make a decent appearance. 
iJ'his is particularly obfervable "in their fervant- 
jpiaids, who all wear the fame kind of uniform 

habit,- 
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Iiftbit^ confifting of a petticoat and jacket of 
fbrge, on w«ek*da^3 ; and of cloth or flighl^ 
fik 6n Sundays; a liB&ea cap ck)fe to thekr 
hsAiis^ and no fartJber tkan their ears, with aa 
edging or border of rauflin^ a linen or 4ilk 
hsindkerehief) Ind they all wear black apron$« 
Their Wages are fmall^ feldoin above forty 
ikimngft a year ; yet they are alwacys 4^cent and 
desuii md what is llfo rdmarkabie, moft of 
likitsk agre very handfome* To coUed fuch a 
number of pretty girls into one city^ the whole 
ckde of Lower Saxony muft be ran&cked. 
When thqy happen to be debauched^ which i^ 
£ud to be frequently the cafe, they ferve in the 
capacity of nurfes, and are generally preferred 
for that employ to married women : I bb- 
iiarved the fame pradice formerly at Antwerp, 
md the reaibn given for the preference, in both 
cities is the fame ; that as the children of thofe 
wendies are the offspring of love, tJ^e motjier's 
fliilk muft be mofi wholefome. 

There are few robberies and thefts ever heard 
of in Hamburg, and confequently few exe- 
eiitiofts. They have a cuftom, never to put a 
tnalefador to death, till the caufe has been revi- 
fed, and the ftntence confirmed, by fome Ger- 
man linivetfity* This, I apprehelid, is to take 
oS the odimn from the magiftrates, and to 
&ew the equity of their proceedings. After 
fentence, the prifoner, inftead of being conflhed 

to 
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fo a dtingfeoft, .fe lad^€d hi a hiiklfottie ftidifl| 
anc( ailowfeci il/redfc«;tUfe ifldtrlgettte i« ciCidg 
kiia toldtt^, Prpih fhdf tWnc ht i* always ifr» 
tencfed'Bya fclergyman, tHl fe friaktJ^ hi» «iit* 
Tfie totture fs ftiS her6 In life ; and for ibttd6¥i 
or ofter ^trocioizS^ Cfiines, tkcf bitak t&cmate^ 
feclof updii tfie i^hcel. Thie cicortioniPi 
omce i% hoi fd infaiiibtiS ^^ witli us, and hd hai 
a genteel iriconfif, afifin^ ff oih his falaiy, and 
from fereral pefqiiifites. 

fJo fiews are. allowed iti Hamburg, nd 
fireet- waiters of cbmnibn haHbts patadiiig 
in pul)lic* Nay, fiich. is the feverity of >theiif 
police, as to piinilh fornication and adulteify 
witt iieavy fines ; the former is faid to be fifty 
dollarsj tiie lattet dbxilbl^ that fnm. The fin6 
is levied on the male, delinquent, upon ih6^con^ 
fe&ono^tiie femak. tiut 1 do not find that 
any jpuhiihment iS ihfli<5ted on the ktter. ThU 
reafon.of this dirference may be^ that th6 thi- 
giftrates fuppofe the Weaker fex to be gene^ 
rally betrayed into fuch acts of incDfltinency 
t)y artifice and feduflion. But the Hamburghers 
are indemnified for this reftraint, by the liber- . 
ties granted at Altena, which is bv^r-ruh With 
liewsj and may be juftly ftiled a fink of ihiquit^ 
and corruption. 

Hamburg abounds with diverfibns of differ^- 

cnt forts; for though th6 inhabitants are fb 

eager in purfuit of trade, they are ho enemic?s 

\ to 
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topleafure; nay, the latter feems to ^e the 
great end of their indufhy. They hunt after 
money, in order to enjoy life, and not for the 
lake of being faid to die rich. Their higheft 
enjoyment, in fummer-time, is in giving enter- 
tainments at their gardens and country-houies : 
but thefe entertainments are ' often attended 
with the ruin of merchants, by living above 
their condition, and neglecting their affairs in 
town, which are left to the management of fer- 
vants. The beauty of thefe villas had been 
reprefented to my friend M, D. and me in 
brilliant colours, which made us .defirous of 
taking a view of fome of thofe moft worthy 
of notice, feated chiefly in the territories of 
•Hamburg, within two, three, or four miles of 
the city. 

We hired a coach for the day, and fet out 
for Wanlbeck, a plealant village, where a fair 
was held at that very time, which drew a Vaft 
concourfe of people. We got out of the croud 
as foon as poffiblc, ^nd went . to fee baron 
Schmalman's gardens : they had been greatly 
magnified to us in defcription; but the truth is, 
they are not half finlflied, fo that no judg* 
ment can, as yet, be formed, of their beauty. 
We went into the houfe, which affords no- 
nothing remarkable. From thence we drove to 
M. Voght's gardens, which are alfo cried up to 
the fides: they are laid out in walks and allies,- 
with yew- trees cut in different forms on each 

fide 
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fi^f iC^ ik^ w^l^s ; but it is all jui the J>VLtch tafte^ 
z^4 without th4^ U^& rereipbl;^K,jce of Qature. 
Therp are, beii4es, fevera^ tufts or ftatues, but 
no apti^u^s ; the houfe, kowevier^ is a hp^ndibme 
bdilding. From hence we proceeded to 3ill- 
Werdeiy a n^m/s jgiyeji to a fl^ tr^ft of Jiaud, 
which esctends for fQfa.e miles alp^^ - the 
EJbey and is full of vi^fLg^es^ gardens^ and 
CQiWtryrhpufes. ^his ^tent of ground was, 
formerly a p^rjQij tfu^t ha^ been drained, and 
now produces very good graft, with plenty of all 
Iqjrts of ^ruit. Here we we^t to fee M. Pichers 
gardens, whif:h a^re rec^p^74 the £}neft and 
moft r^^ious of a^y about HfVrib^rg. ftiis 
gentlenjian ^id M. Vpght pLfe both opuleni 
miMxhants. The gardens ;^e l^d ojut^ }^k» 
thofe we had feen before, in long lh?idY 
walfos, and afcQ»n4 with yjew-%tixes, cut iiji tjfeie 
form of /eftopns ^.^ ^l9f^^4^s^ which at afmalji 
diflao.ce npial^ 3i pretty :9.f>pjearappe. Herje af? 
foEVieral pieces of w;it<erf andji (wnnierrhopfe, Uf^ 
which the fajtnily oocafionaJiy .dyie* or dtri^»te^ 
and play at cards^ Qiur i3^:jfit:ftag? Wft? ffi Hjpm, 
fi plcafant vitiate wljene tfeey hay^ ji y^jfitf 
of gardens; ti\e chief are /thofe- erf lyi, Gr^y!l9v 
and the two irx)thei» of tjl^' jiasi^. .of Jt^Pfr 
ncrs. M. GreWs . gaijd^s arc rowch'in ^p 
feme tefte.as thofe lOf M. Fichci's^ ^iit ,n0t irf 
fo great 'a copgi|a&./ Jley<ner'5(gar;dftQS jE8^;fe;x> 
«6d all jthe i:eft m iwfYi, .Sfl^' e^^^js^?- :4itfif 
Iiaye ieveral water-works, which were'play^d 
Vol' I. .F . ' off 
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ofF for our entertainment; and what pIea-» 
fed us prodigioufly was the fifli-pontis, well 
ftockcd with large carp, which came up in 
flioals on the furface of the water, to be fed bv 
the gardener. Here alfo we faw a fine kitchen 
ground, and plants of good wall fruit : but, 
upon the whole, none of thefe gardens an- 
fwered our expedations, though, perhaps, they 
Ivould have pleafed us more, had not they been 
fo highly extolled. From thence we proceeded 
to a publick houfe, where we had a good din- 
tier, and ftaid till evening, when we returned to 
town. The road from Horn is very fine, and. 
On each fide of it the opulence of Hamburg is 
difplaycd in the number of gardens and fight- 
ly places, which afford a mbft agreeable pro- 
fpea. 

Notwithftanding the affluence of the Hamburg- 
ers, and the great refort of ftrangers, the.houfes 
of public accommodation are very indiffer- 
ent. You cat tolerably well, but the rooms are 
paltry and dirty, and you meet with the worft 
of attendance. The fcrvants of the houfe will 
not move a ftep for you; all they have to do, 
.-they tell you, is to wait at table ; fo that if your 
•own fervant is ill, or out of the way, you muft 
pay a porter only to go to the next door for the 
moft trifling meffage. The badnefs of their 
•cafement^ and locks is provoking, and their ge- 
neral want of delicacy and neatnefs mofl dif- 
;\ ; . . - . gufting. 
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gUiting. But^ indeed^ this is a misfortune that 
an Engliih traveller meets with in mod foreign 
countries^ where he will generally have caufe 
to lament the want of cleanlinefs fo confpicu- 
ous id our inns and public-houfes. I remem- 
ber I iafked* our Ruffian fdlow-travellers, after 
\ve had been here a fe^ days» how they liked 
Hamburg? and the ahfwer was, that they 
might have liked it weB enough, if they had 
not feen London. I have been in moft of their 
inns, either by way of vifit, or to dine at 
thehr (wrdinaries, and faw none but what were 
very indifferent Their ordinaries are toler- 
able ; they {ire generally at a mark, or fix- 
teen p^nce per head, exclufive of wine; for 
which you have a foup, with three or four 
diihes, and a defert. You fee no fcrambling 
among them, as at fome of our Englifli or* 
dinaries ; apd they are always fure to help a 
ftranger, before any other perfon in the 
conipany. Their butcher's meat is very good ; 
the fame may be faid of their tame' fowls j 
and not above half the price of -what they 
are in ^London. I cannot much commend 
their yenifon ; yet bQth their venifon and wfld 
fowl ar^ dear. Their -markets are well flored 
with 'filh, : \vhich is- cheap and good : they 
pretend to; have; a different kind c^ this com- 
modity in thee befl of its feafon, for. eve^^r month 
in the y^av.- But they have no mackarel, 
^r F 2 " ^ itciik 
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frcfti iiCTfings, npr ifp^nts; and t^eSr ^^yftisr* 
they are . obliged ^,hfmg either from Eflg]iai|d 
or HoMteiii. They were once famous for their 
beer maniifaaory, if J siay. fo call it, with 
which they /applied ail the neighboHriag pr^ 
viaces; but wine is now h^com^ fo i^hed^^ 
th^t th^ir brewery k v^UAodf and in |^eral 
their beer ts none of the beft. In fome places, w 
the Boofn*houfe and others^ thesy feU {.^adoa 
port32r,.aQd Yorklhire alej and a white frothy 
beer made: up» ia the cpuntry, called Winfea 
beer, which they value Vety much ; but ,ta me 
it is!ext««nely difagsreeaWe. 
. I mentioned ^to you that they havie ;great 
plenty of wincf, French and German fprowiji. 
The fcM-mcr are chiefly iwhite, for they k^ye 
"rer^ iitde claret, at leaft I have feeimo;6ie bpt 
at priy^ee faoufes; what fomoe . perifoixa xnii 
clai^t hef^e, is a very inferior- wine, aijd indeed 
a thin, tinteagi^e, -four t>everag€4 The whitfe 
3^rienc2i.winfe is^^ far beeper liq«or ; tl|ey have 
it idf 'diflfe#4nt priced, -Adm four-pence' to : a 
ihitiing* {fer-^ qiiart J Whea kept tci^ si- propea:^ 
^^6 J it a a ^obd liquor; Burgundy ii vaery 
fcai^ce, arW they feldom have it of the bcft 
gtb^tk ; ' their' cha«i|)2^ne'' is betted, being 
Wctt.emtfly fond t)f this liquor at the cltffe €ff 
their • ejtitertaiirments. They have Khenift and 
Mofelie wines in "atmndahce ;' and as- for* Old 
IfoC^;'t&isxity'fnay be%irf to be the grand te- 

- ^ pofitory, 
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pofitorfj frdbb Whofiife likG Kor^h' is fiippUe^ 
with that commodity.They haveitfroja tw^ve* 
pence, to fixteen-pence, twenty-pence, and two 
fliillings a quart, %QOQfltdmg to its age. But 
their principal place .for. 4sin^g Okt' Hopk, is 
the Rath's-EcUer, or,pfi^UF«?Uar. ]VJ[y f^ipnd 
M. D. and I hay3kng> h^d.i^uc^ of this p|«ce, 
went thithet init lOjF c^jifiofitf | m company :^th 
captain H* a yomig isQ^i^y from the dutchy of 
Mecklenburg, We got acquainted with this 
gentleman in a:y6ry od4^2Mwer^ by dicing at 
the Black Eagle, where they have an ordinary 
every day, su^d v^ry gpod ^Qompany. Th0<^p- 
tain is frani: and open^: but noify and loquaci- 
xms : J&pdioig we were Englifli, he addreffed his 
d^ourfe particularly to us, fliewirig ^lis every; 
nurk .of .rj^jgiird; and on the other Iiah,d,'hi^ 
being ^ native of Mecklenburg was' a, circum- 
ftance th^tt prejudiced itie in Jiis ' ifayour. 
He had been in the Aiiftrian fervice, arid Is go- 
ing to Denmark, about fome private affairs, 
from whence he intends to embark for Portu- 
gal,^ in order to ent^r that fervice. ' After 
dinner, hearing we were for a Walk, he Would 
be of our company, and infiifted upoii attending 
us ; we begged to be exciif^d, but he would 
accept of no refiifal: fo that we found ourfelves 
exacUy in the cafe of Horace, when he met the 
impertinent in the Via Sacra. We told him we 
had a vaft way to, go, even as far as Altena ; 

F 3 that 



70 LETTER H.. 

that we had vifits to make, &c. He replies im> 

mediately, 

iWevertalk- 
OTdiftance, for I love a walk* 
I never have the leaft enjoyment 
In idlenefs : I want employment ; 
Come on ; I muft and will attend 
Your perfons, to your journey^s end,' 

In fliort, as the poet continues : 

like vicious afs, that fretting bears 
A wicked load, we hung our ears, 
and were obliged to fubmit to hi^ intrufion, 
• Whepi we cam? to tl^e cellar, we were fur-r 
prifed at the difagreeabjenefs of the place, an4 
that fuch a deal of good company fliould refort 
to a fcene of gloom and d^rknefsj for you muft 
bilrn candles in the piiddl^ of the day, or you 
can fcarce fee one jinother, It is properly a 
cave, to which you liaye an eafy d^fcent by a 
low vaulted entrance. The direftion of it is in 
one of the burgo-maft^rs, three fenators, and 
thre? biirghers ; but the immediate manage- 
ment is comn^itted tp a fteward, who has a pror 
fitable bufinefs of it* The ftock of wine pre- 
ferved in this^ fybterraneous tavern, is prodi- 
gious ; we tafted of different growths, which 
were all very good. But as I ^^m no admirer of 

Old 
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Old Hock, and I did not like the place, wc 
made but a fliort ftay ; and when we came to 
pay, we found that the good-natured, trouble* 
fon[ie captain had Satisfied the reckoning. This 
is the cuftom of the Germans, that not only at 
their houfes, but wherever they attend or ac- 
company a ftranger, they will not fuflFer him 
to be at any expence. From hence the captain 
infifted upon attending us to the coffee-houfe; 
where we di*ank very good coffee, concluding 
ourfelve5 condemned ^ to hear his noify tongue 
the whole evening ; but, by good . fortune, 2t 
party at billiards was propofed by fome gen* ' 
tlemen in the roohi, and the captain being fond 
of play, agreed to make one, which gave us an ' 
opportunity to fteal away, 7?^ ms fervavit Afolh\ 
Our evening was fpent chiefly in congratulating 
each other on our efcape, and indulging oui? 
reflexions on the captain's charaAer. This gen* 
demands intentions Vere unqueftionably vwy 
laudable; his good-nature prompted him to 
fliew his particular regard to us as ftrangers ; 
and perhaps had he been lefs noify, his civility 
would have been more acceptable. But to force 
himfelf upon perfons whom he never faw be- 
iForc, and who plainly intimated they did not 
defire his company, was afting diametrically in 
oppofition to good-breeding; and fliewing a 
complaifance, which in England would be 
reckoned great rudenefs : but the captain, in- 
deed, is, in every refpeft, an original. 

F 4 Befides 



7^ LETTER II. 

Befidcs the Ratb's-»Keltef, tftefe are vaft nttm- 
bers of inferior wine-cellan*, in all parts of the 
towa ; 'which are kept ia the Ixature Of tavernsj 
but they drefs no vi<fhfiJ$| and if you wafit 
any thing to eat with your liquor, you ifcuft 
fend to an eating-Jjoufe. There are a few En* 
glifh houfes of entertainment) the principal of 
which. is Parifc's'j, oa the Vorfet, chiefly fre* 
fltiented by maftera of mefchant-men. 

Though th€y hive fcaree.any good ians 
j|t Hamburg, they csm boaft of excellent 
f-off^-^hQufeS^ whkh are chiefty about the 
£x€ha.age; they feem to be designed rather 
for pfcafute and diVcrfion, than for the tran* 
fifefling of btafihefs; Moft of the rooms hate 
a billiOTd - tabkf^ ni^here thiey are conftantly 
playiiSg from iDoi-mJig till night This is 
a great hihderknce to the reading of the 
newt5*paf)'ersi of which tltey have a variety in 
i^^^Fioaktif French and EngBfh. The multitude 
of peQf)le that frequent the eofi<^6-hot[fes fof 
the fefce of play is furpriJing; numbers df 
theih ^.re {harpers, under the titles of ceunt3 
aa4 barons, who lye in wait for ftrjingers^ to 
ibok^whom they may devour. At Dreyei''« 
QoSea-'houfe there is a great deal of good 
<pOmpany; they have five billiard-tablefi^ tad 
fcveral rooms where? they play at ombrfe and 
whif)^ the latter feeing noW a fa&idnable 
gaihp in thi^ counrtfy. The co»ptey play 
pretty deep, are well attended^ with 'iK'-ax* 

lights. 
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ligibts^filveF caadl^cksr ^^d other articles of 
elegance. After play^ they either retire to their 
refpe^ve homes to fupper^ or drink a glals o£ 
wiae^ and eat a bit of cold collation at the cof- 
fee^houfe. It is Tery fafe going home, the 
iireets botng pretty well lighted i and befidea 
there are boy« that attend about the coffee^ 
hou&6$ with lanthorns fixed on the top of 
poles^; who .fee you to your lodgings for a 
trifle* The great objedion to their coffee* 
bouies^ is the conftant (mos^ai; penakted in 
thc^ placesy in c^ti^uenceof wiilchi a Hxailg^. 
not; accuftonied to thoA ^eg^sd pradioe^ h is 
dang)dr of beii^iufMatedi 
^ ThcS Hambtfrghers ai*e gi^ea^ Iov*rs :of mufic^ 
mA bad, till Vefy litely, a pMty ^ood opera. 
How" this'eateartaiftmept came tobe difcontinued^ 
Leonid not difcover ; perhaps it proved too ox- 
penfive for fo . 6naU a republic. However, they 
have a handftoie pIay-hou&, abdut the#zeof 
thd Little Theitre in, the Hay-«^ket| dramatic 
perfprmimccs being t^d 'm the Garman kn- 
giia^, by a ver^ good eoiaptoy of ^ocftaMdians. 
The prke of the boixes is abctat h&lf : a xxown^ 
and dke other plabes in propoirtion^ The Ger- 
mans hive iio4> a greU nicimbet.of ongitoal 
plays ; moft of their pdebes .are VanflWionr 
ftxrfn thd Fretak; bilt fihcy aw getting <mt of 
this ferVile ftate ^ degrees^ and )fiwUe «her na- 
tions are falling into it. , You remember the 
. I charafter 
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cTiara6lcr of the German ftage, given by a royal 
kiftorian*. That their dramatic authors are 
entirely unacquainted with the rules of the 
ftage ; that their tragedy is only a monftrous 
compound of bombaft and buffoonery ; and 
their comedy mere face, offerifivc to tafte and 
good-manners. The cafe is now much altered y 
Ihc French taftc is fpread over all Germany^ 
and has given a new elegance .to their theatri- 
cal diveiions^ 

l^ot far from the playhoufc, iis the famous 
maQ called the Jungfern Steig, or Maiden's* 
Waik,' where the inhabitants refort for the 
lake of company, air and exercife. It is 
fituated at the head * of the Alfter, and ex- 
tends along this beautiful bsifon into the 
beart of the city. Its length may be about 
a thoufand feet, but- it is rather too nar- 
row, being not above twenty or twenty-five 
feet in breadth: -it is bordered round by a 
row of trees, and railed in on the water-fide : 
there afe feveraHlairfi, for the conveniency of 
boats and covered barges, whict will hold eight 
er ten people, with a table : in thefe they 
frequently fup, beingi rowed up and down, 
and mufic playing. On the other fide is a 
handfome ftrcet, with 'a row of fine houfes. 
Among thefe is one lately purchafed by her 
ferene highnefs the dutchtefs of Mecklen- 

^ Memotrs of Brandcnburgh. 

: burg 
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burg Schwerin, ^6 fpends here every year 
two or three mocths ia thie fummer, for the 
fake of ' freqtientiiig the public ipecbcles^ 
which the duke, her ;huft)and, does -iipt think 
proper to tolerate in his own dominions. Her 
JiigjliB^fsis h«re at prefent, along with her fifter- 
intlawy prince& TJlpca j but as I intend to fet 
out foon frofn hence, I ihall poftpone paying 
my refpefts to thepo, till I come to. Schwerin, 
the plskce of their ufwaj refidence. 

The Hambuarghers themfelves haye properly 
no nobility 5 but there is always a refort of no- 
bbles from the neighbouring countries, of Hoi- 
ftein 'and Lunenburg, efp^cially in .the winter, 
on account of their public diverfions. There 
are aMb feveral public minifters in this city, who 
have the title of envoys to the circle of Lower 
Saxony, and fome of them make a confiderable 
figure. I have not had the pleafure of feeing 
our minifter Mr. Woodford, who is very fond 
of the country, and refides chiefly at his villa in 
Holfieinu His Britannic majefty^s agent to the 
circle of Lower Saxony, is Mr. Emanuel 
Matthias : I had the honour of being recom- 
mended to him by his worthy brother, my ve- 
ry good friend, Mr. Vincent Matthias, of the 
queen's tre?ifury ; and can aflure you that I have 
greatly profited by fo powerful a recommen* 
dation. This gentleman, I mean Mr. Emanuel, 
}s the youngeft of five brothers, who live 
ivith gr^at reputation in London, and are be- 

loved 
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tored and eftwihed fay all tfao^ wIm li&ve the 
pleafare ^f diaiv acqmaihtadce^ H^e kas vf fided 
here opir^rcid 6f twenty yeari, fo t&at he is in 
ft manner nMun&uA to the country/ Ifis 
matnnets^reftsitikiapd open, fak difpofitiofi ge- 
netotis, atid Msi ttfovpet aSkMe and enga^^g. 
typon toy artriVal in tfiW dttyi he f ecseived me 
«trith the tttnroft pbliteitei^; and has endmvbttred 
to render my ftay as agreeable as 'po&fale, 1 
could not help ^tying l6fs to yritt of a f etibn, 
«6 whom 1 am not orfy Indebted for hit preTent 
eiVilities J tmt lifcewife for tht^ great p*in« he has 
taken to promote, even m this diftant coufftry, 
the fubfcription of my Vandalk* On which 
account I natutally tail to mind the j^iefttted be- 
haviotif of the whole faftory, to whom 1 muft 
always acknowledge toyfelf much indebted, for 
the honour they have done me, by their gefte- 
TOus fubfcription. 

The walks about Himblirg are vaftly plcafattt, 
and much reforted to by the inhabitants, efpe?- 
cially on Sundays-, when divine fervicfe being 
over, they flock in great crouds to the adjacent 
parts, and chiefly to Altena. But it h a 
check to their pleafure, thart the gates of the 
city are flitit by fun-fetj, which obliges great 
numbers to break up fooner than they other- 
wife would, from company. For the direo 
tion of the inhabitants, there are printed tables, 
ihcwing at what hour the gates are oprened and 
ihut, throughout the yean But there is not a 

pleafantcr 
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pte^fniter walk ab^ut Hamburgl^ than that 
oQ:the nrop;u*tS9 wJbich ar^ {o large^ tb^t three 
or four coaches may cafily go a-b«aft^ and 
he^ag pUatc^d vutif. raws of tall trees, form x 
raoft agreeabk avenue : here you hay^ an ex- 
tciifive pr<rfped4af the river^ the town of Alte» 
psi, and a charmi&g country. Tiie tenritorie^ 
of the republic are bujt ixnall ; oa the nojth 
ojK fflile ; to the etit ^aloo^ the Elbe^ about 
ivxteen, but not above fbur xnHes in breadth * 
ai&d Alteuui on the we^, within half a mile. 

My friend M. D. and I went feveral times to 
fee thi* modern town, which in fo fliort a time 
has reared its head^ apd by the extenfion of its , 
trade, fcems to rival .Hamburg. I make no 
doubt hut you have heard of thie origin of its 
namefl^ which was given it by the king of Den- 
n)ark, merely out of a.banter to the deputies of 
Hamburg : for the Utter, in their remonftrance 
to the king, haying frequently made ufe of 
the words, Ddt is al /^ «tf, which %nifies in I^ow 
German, itisto$ near^ meaning to Hamburg, the 
king took notice of the three laft monofyllables, 
and ia^id he muft build the town; but ib oblige 
them he would call, it by the name, they had 
f^en ^t Altena is iituated upon the north 
Iwks of the river Elbe, like Hftmburg, frOni 
3frbence it is about half an Englifli roile.diftant, 
J3H4€Tl^ace between the two towns is open and 
pleafwt, the liver Elbe^ at the.fpot of loftj 
.;.... , .-, • hant^ 
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banksy rolling its waters on the left, and itt 
agreeable avenue of trees ihading you from thtf 
fummer heats on the right. It is ah open un-' 
fortified town, fubjeft to the king of Den-^ 
mark. In 1713, the Swedes, under general 
Steinbock, burned it down to the ground ; but 
it has fince rifen naore beautifully out of its 
sifhes. The ftreets are regidarly laid out, fpa- 
cioiis, and well paved; thcfhoufes built of brick, 
and pretty uniform, but with no great el^ance. 
It has been adorned with a town-houfe, and 
fome other public buildings. The convenieijce 
of the Elbe brings fliips of burthen to the , 
merchants doors, who deal chiefly in the com- 
miffion-way,by forwarding goods to the inland 
parts of Germany. A great part of the commif- 
fion bufinefs, with regard to the Silefia linnens,, 
is likewife fallen to the merchants of Altena, 
fince the Hamburghers attempted to lay a fmall 
duty on thofe goods, which they afterwards 
took off, upon finding it prejudicial ; but they 
have not been able to recover the trade. The 
crown of Denmark has declared Altena a free- 
port, and it is likewife become the ftaple of the 
panifli Eaft-India company. The merchants 
hbufes are chiefly in the lower part of the 
town, where they are fiibjeft to the inconveni- 
ency of frequent inundations. The inhabi* 
tants are chiefl^r of the meaner fort, artificers, 
petty retailers, publicans, and Jewsj for all 
forts of religion are tolerated in this town, 
4 and 



L E T T E R IL 79 

and fefts of every kind have their refpective 
places of worihip* So general a toleratioa 
draws a number of ftrangers to Altena; a 
circumftance which, in procefi of time, may- 
prove detrimental to Hamburg. But the great- 
eft encouragement feems to be given to the 
Jews; for they have not only the whole trad^ 
of money-changing, as at Hamburgh but they 
are likewife all profeffed pawn-brokers j and 
what is very curious, the government allows 
them to take twenty-five per ce;at when a 
Chriftian is liable to be puniihed, for taking 
more than fix. 

Some of the merchants in the upper part of 
Altena have elegant gardens, which make a 
moft agreeable appearance on the banks of the 
Elbe. My friend M. D. and I went one after- 
noon to fee thpfe of M. Fleifchman, from 
whence we had a fine view of the Elbe, and the 
. vaft extent of country on the oppofite banks of 
that fpacious river. Thefc gardens are cut in 
different gradations and.flopes, on the declivi- 
ty of .a hillj and feeniied to me far more beauti- 
ful than the boafted villas of Horn and Wanf- 
beck. From thence we returned that fame 
evening to Hamburg, being invited to fup, 
where we had often before dined, at-Mr. 
Matthias's : this gentleman's houfe is plealant- 
ly fituated near the ramparts, with a garden 
fronting him on the oppofite fide of the ftreet, 
and a pretty little garden of his own on the 

back 
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back part of his faoufe* Wjs had an degone 
cool fuppcr^ which wasferved op in thefotiir 
meir-hottfe ; and we £pent the renainder of the 
evening over excellent daret^ in eh€ai*fol con* 
verfation and innocent mirth* On^ ^f omr 
company was the baron Marconnay, a yeuBg 
officer in the Pruffian fcrvLce, between whom 
and Mr. Matthias there is an intimate liriend* 
feip. The baron, indeed, is vciy deferving etf 
it, being poffeffed of numerotis accompiifli^ 
ments : he is fenfible, polite, and good-natnred, 
has read a great deal for fo young a man; 
is bleffed with a furprifing memory, has a fund 
of hnmbur, and teHs a ftory extremely weH. I 
leave yon therefore to5!iidge whether I was not 
Kappy in fiich agreeafele company* 

In mentioning the places of public refort, I 
♦fiioild not forget the Rabe. Mr. D. and I went 
one Sunday to this village, wfcich is only an 
Englifti mile diftant from Hamburg : itis plea- . 
ikiitfy ^toated on the fide of thie river AJfter, 
and diverfifeed with feveral averijues and fliady 
walks. Here w« entered a puWie-houfe, co;a- 
tfguous to which was a garden, full of arbours, 
where people were .drinking tea, wine, beer, and 
9li forts of liquors. Tijieir gardens want one 
great addition to the beauty of their walks, 
- which is gravel ; for here, add* indeed the 
daioc may .be i^ixi of all foreign gardens, you 
wadk contamkally.in duft and fiuid. There 
were feveral (kittle - grounds, wJber^ -czren 

the 
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the better fort of people amufed tfaemfdves 
with that exercife, and with fndoking tobacco, 
which, in this, country, is not reckoned inde- 
licate, oroffcnfive to the ladies, Thcr? were 
feveral barges on the water, where, people flip- 
ped in imall parties ; and the whole had the ap- 
pearance of feftivity and miith^ 

On the oppofite fide of the Alfier, is the beau- 
tiful fiibufb of St George, where M. D. and 
I had the pleafure of taking a walk one 
evening, tod were entertained with theva-" 
riety of fine gardens, and Heat country-houfes, 
on the banks of the river. We embraced this 
opportunity, of going to fee St George's church, 
which is a modern ftrudure, vtery neatly built; 
and remarkable for having the pulpit over the 
altar, like that of St. Michael's, ^ter we had 
feen the principal things worth notice, and 
among others fome of the gardens or yards 
belonging to the callicoe-printers, we ad- 
journed to M. Reich's gardens, a merchant of 
Hamburg, where we were entertained with 
that elegance and generofity for which the 
gentlemen of this city are fp enainently diftin- 
guifiied. 

Another evening we went to fee the Engiifh 
bowling-green, whither we were invited by 
Mr. Matthias, and the gentlemen of the faAo- 
ly. Some <rf the company were amufing them- 
felves on the green ; but the far greater part 
were above with the ladies, in the aficmbly- 
VoL. I. G room. 
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room. This afl^mbly is open^ ^ I mentioned 
to you before, to tic natives of the place,, who 
live in the gi^ateft harmony with the gentle- 
men of the faftory. There are good -rooms 
below ftairs, where fome of the company ftay 
to fuj)perj and even iii 'the afiembly^iraomy any 
one may call for beer, punch, or wine. 

Oivtiiis occafion, I ^had tfaepleafure of bdng 
introduced to M. J^nck, who refides lieri in a 
ptibKc'charafter, being counfellor of Ldigatioh 
td his Britannic majefty, as eleftoo: of Hanover. 
• This gentlemaA is juftly cdebrated .for his 
profound and extenfive erudition. I thought 
myfelf very happy in the opportunity of paymg 
myrefpedstci him, andTetuming him thanks 
for the honour he had done me* in drawing up 
the advertifement of myhiftory, which was 
publifhed in the Hamburg gazette. Here alfo I 
had! the fatis£ci<%[on of making acquaintance 
witfcthe Rev. Mr. Vaughan, chaplain to the 
faftory, and •of feeing his daughter, Mifs 
Vaughan, a young lady mdowed with beauty, 
good fenfe, and other amiable accCmpHih- 
-ments. There \i;^ere fevoral other agreeable 
perfbns' in the room; and joy without a doud 
fparkled in every, countenance, M- D. and I 
weife engaged to fup .with an intimate friend 
of . Mr. .Matthias. . This was M. Walthers, a 
native of Hamburg, who fpeaks very good 
-Englifli, having been fome time in England, 
and being conftantly in company With the 

i^ geu- 
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tlemen of the fadory. He has truly an EngUfli 
heart, for no perfon living can wifh better io 
Great Britain. His ftation in life is very 
genteel, being fyndic to the republic ; and his 
fortune not inconliderable. Mrs. Walthers i^ 
a well-bred gentlewoman, and the pattern of a 
good houfewife : the eafe and complaii^nce 
with which file trieats her guefis, is moft en* 
gaging, never over-afting her pzrty or tiring you 
with compliments. With this good family we 
fpent a pleafant evening; our entertainment was 
el^ant, the company joyous, and^ to complete 
our happinefs, Mi(s Walthers, who is a mo& 
agreeable young lady, entertained us with vocal 
and inftirumental mufic ; fpr ih^ not only fings 
very prettily, but plays extreihely well upon 
the harpfichord« . 

While we wore at the bowling-green, the 
Rev. Mr. Vaughan made an appointment with 
us to pay a vifit the next day to a lady in this 
town, celebrated for her politenefs and good 
&nfe, as well as for her great attachment to the 
Englilh nation. This is Madam de Biielke, a 
widow lady, and a native of Holftein : her 
hufband, I have been told, was^ in the .Daniih 
fervice, and flie has now a penfion from that 
crown. But of this I am not certain, for 
I fpeak only by report. We breakfafted that 
day with Mr. Vaughan, and about elevea 
o'clock he was fo polite as to accompany us tp 
the lady's houfc. We were introduceid to her 

G 2 in 
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in a handfome drawing-room, furniihed pretty 
much in the Englifii tafte. She is a tall^ well- 
ihaped lady, of a fair comj^exion, and moft 
agreeable countenance. She received us with 
great chearfulnefs and complaifance, and to my 
great iurprize expreffed herfelf in very good 
Englifli, though flie had never been out of 
Germany, Mn Vaughan had made her ac- 
quainted with the motives of my journey, 
which was in fearch of farther materials for iny 
Hiftory ; ihe approved of my deiign, and defircd 
to be a fubfcribcr to the work. I would fein 
have made her a prefent of it, b]it as flic would 
not confent to it, I was obliged to acquiefce. 
After a great deal of converfation on Englifli 
literature, in which flie feemed to bo very con- 
verfantjflie fell upon politics, and entered into ^ 
panegyrick on lord Chatham, with as much 
warmth and eloquence as any of his moft paffi- 
onate admirers. She was pleafed to find that 
we joined with her in opinion, and were no de- 
tradors of the glory of that great miniften 
Chocolate being over, fliefliewed us her library, 
which was well chofen, and coniifted moftly of 
Engliih books, in various branches, but chiefly 
hiftory and politics. And here by the way, I 
muft obferve to you, that Englifli literature is 
greatly now in Vogue in Germany, and efpecial- 
ly inHamburg, where the merchants in common 
cxprefs themfelves with eafe in our language. 
Moft of our . beft writers being alfo tranflated 

into 
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into Gennan^ arc become the favourite amufe- 
ment of this nation. Biit to return to Madam 
de Bielke : flie likewife introduced us into 
Jier cabinet of rarities^ which was very cu- 
rious, and remarkable for a great variety of 
Drefden china* Abundance of conveiiation 
pafled, and we were preffed to dine with the 
good lady ; but excufed ourfelves on account 
of an engagement 

• This was to wait upon the celebrated profef- 
for ReimaruSy who had appointed' to meet Mr. 
Vaughan and me at the Gymnafium, in order 
to (hew us the city library. The Gymnaiium 
is a public fchool, founded in 161 3 ; it was built 
new. from the ground in i75i> and flands in a 
very retired place behind St John's church. Six 
profeffors are maintained in this college ; the 
firll for Hebrew and the oriental languages, a 
poft long filled by the learned M. ReimafUs ; 
the fccond for mathematics j the third for 
phyfic and poetry ; the fourth for logic and me- 
taphyfics j the fifth for rhetoric and moral phi- 
losophy ; the fixth for the Greek tongue and 
hiftory. Over the great hall, where the lec- 
tures are delivered by the profeffors, is the pub- 
lic library, a fpacious and lightfome apartment. 
The days for admittance are only Wednefdays 
and Saturdays, and even then it is attended 
with fbme difficulty. This I apprehend to be 
of- a very bad tendency, fince it is a hindrance 
to learning, and defeats the end for which 
G 3 public 
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public libraries were ^reAed. M. Reimaras 
waited for us in the library, where he received 
Us with great civility, and would attend us 
during the whole time of otlr vifit. He is a 
tall, thin old gentleman, of a frefh complexion 
and venerable afpeft-; he was accompanied by 
his fon, an eminent phylician, and by the libra* 
nan, a good-looking man, who feemed to be 
very fond of expreffing himfelf in Latin. The 
room was well fidcked with books, but not 
properly clafled or i^nged; accordingly he told 
us they were rudis indtgefiaque moles. Prefent- 
ly after he fixed his eye on a g^reat pile of 
theological volumes, and vented an ejaculation 
with unum fcio me nihil fcire. Scarce had he ut- 
tered thefe words, when he faluted our ears 
with another trite fentence, fcire tuum nihil eft 
nift te fcire hoc fciat alter. But finding we paid 
very little attention to his Latinity, he began 
to Ihew us the rarities of the place. The prin- 
cipal was a very beautiful MS copy of the 
Vulgate, written in the lith century, and moft 
elegantly illuminated. We faw Hkewife fi cu- 
rious copy of the Corf us Juris Civilis^ in two 
volumes folio, well bound and beautifully il- 
* luminated : within fide v^erc marked the prin- 
ter's name and the date; Petrus SchoiJferjdeGem- 
fheyen^ 1472; but there was no name of the 
place where printed. On one of the leaves 
were written tht{e v^ordSj Donum beati Nicolai 
' Stamfeliiy confulis quondam Hamburgenfis. We 

were 
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were&fCierwaKds iQtroducedi&tK3(9.cabuiiet,where 

I made^ inquiry whether they had any printed 
dr:f»aaiifciipt bpoks rel«tipg fio the^ hiftory of 
MfecklBuburg j bwt I. foittid,lihey had only fuch 
perfonnances43 Ihad ^Jreadyfepufcd in England 
To make amends for our difappointmcnt, I had 
the pleafureof getting, acquainted in this place 
withM. Oeder, profeffor-royal of botany at Co- 
penhagen. This learned gentleman is now tra- 
velling at the Danifli king's expence, through- 
out that monarch's German dominions, with a 
view of making botanical difcoveries : the 
public is nmch indebted to him for thofe with 
which he has already favoured us, in the fpeci- 
men of his large work, intitled Flora Danlca. 
He intends to fet out in a day or two for 
Lubeck, and as I am bound for the fame place, 
I promife myfelf much happinefs in his compa- 
ny. My intention is to take a furvey of the 
greateft part of the dutchy of Mecklenburg, be- 
fore I go to Strelitz, and to confer with the 
gentlemen, who arc faid to be moft conver- 
fant in the hiftory and antiquities of their 
country. With this view I propofe vifiting the 
univerfity of Roftock, and fliall direct my courfe 
to Lubeck and Wifmar along the Baltic coaft. 
My friend M. D. goes no farther with me ; his 
curiofity is fatisfied with feeing Hamburg, and 
he propofes returning with the firft Ihip to Lon- 
don. As I ihall be continually upon the wing, 
G 4 direct 
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direft your letters for me to Mn Matthias's, at 
Hamburg, who will take care to forward 
them. In the mean time be afiured, that 
wherever I ramble, the change of air and 
climate can make no alteration in my difpofi« 
tion towards you, being invariably ' 

' Your fincere friend, and humble fervant, &c. 
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DfiAB. S1K9 

I Left Hamburg the firft inffcmt,. after takitig 
leave of my friend M. D. and wiihing 
him a fafe return to England. The agreeable 
connexions I had fonped in that city, made 
me quit it with fome regret ; a misfortune inci- 
dent to travellers, who when they 1>egin 
to be acquainted with perfons of merit in 2. 
ftrange country, are obliged to feparate from 
them abruptly, and to enter into new viciffi- 
tudes. If life is compared to an inn, that of 
travellers may be more particularly fo, when 
•they are continually fhifting thefcene^ without 
any fixed habitation. The pain I have fome- 
times felt at parting with an agreeable friend 
abroad, has often brought to my mind, as a 
contrail, the old man of Verona, whom the 
poet fuppofes to h^e enjoyed the greateft hap- 

pinefsy 
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pineisy by living and dying on the fpot where 
he firft drew his breath. You renotember thofe 
fine lines df Claudian : . 

Felix qui patriis ovum tranfegit in agris^ 
Una domus puenm quern videt^ unafenem^ . 

j^i bacuk nit ens in qua reptavit arena^ 

Urdus numeral facula longa cafa. 

Ilkm noh vario traxit fortuna tumultu^ 
# ^ # * # * 

^'Errei&txtrenws alter fcrutetut Iberosj 
Plus habet bic vita^ plus babet ilte via. . 

I fct out from Lubeck at fix in the mornings 
in the common ft age of the countty^ called 2L 
poll-waggon, which is little better than one of 
our dmng carts, with boards nailed a-crofs it 
for feats, and backs to them, about a foot and a 
half high. They have generally three rows of 
ieats, each holding three perfons ; and they 
are befides fo incumbered with goods, that a 
paffenger fpmetimes has hardly room to fct his 
feet. There is no getting into them without a 
ladder. They travel day and highti and in all 
weather, fo that you are fure of reaching your' 
journey's end at a ftated time. They move but 
llowly, not above three or four miles an hour; 
and where the roads are bad, you undergo many 
a feverejolt. Another incovcniency is their 
being uncovered, fo that you are expofcd to fun, 
• * hail. 
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hail,' rain and fnow« It is a little firange that tiiiet 
Germa^fis have not yet thought of proYidit^ 
traTellers, and in a cbunttyt tvhere they travel 
ib much, vnth a better conveniency. But whdl; 
is very extraordinary, you pay as dear .for lhe& 
wretched vehicles, as we do in Eng^d* for 
comniodious fiageHoiacbines? you may jtidge 
of tbis by the fare from Hamburg to Lnbeck, 
xvliich is only thirty^^fix miles, and cofi me for 
my perfon four killings and three^pence/EnT 
glifli, and three-and-four-pence for -my truxlls^ 
befide^ drink-money to the poftillions, which 
is a groat ezCh ftage. Thefc carriages are very 
ififten richly loaded^aflid have always a heavy 
cfaeit, in which the poft-mafters put the .'money 
and jiewels committed to th^ care; there 
is no iaftance of their being ever robbed, tho* 
they travel all night, and through woods and 
forefts, with only a fingle poftillion. But iur 
deed there is fcarce any fuch thing as a rob- 
bery upon the high-way in Germany. The 
poll- waggon fets out every day. in fummer at 
fix in the morning and reaches Lubeck the lame 
day; but in winter not till the next morning. 
•Yet in this miferable carriage did I venture 
-to travel, preferring an open vehicle, in or- 
der to view the country, and ftrengthcn 
my conftitution by inuring myfelf to the 
weather. I only made ufe of the precau- 
tion of an oil-ikin coat and cap, to guard 
againft the rain. Happily, however, the wea- 
ther 
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ther has been very fine, fince I fet foot in 6er« 
many, and4 hope it will be of long continuance. 

. When I came to the Lubeck poft-office (for 

almoft all the German ftates have their feparate 
• poft-houfbs in Hambm^) I met with my noify 
good natured friend captain H. who had taken 
place in the fame carriage, intending to proceed 
from Lubeck. to Copenhagen. Though liis 
company would not have been fo agreeable 
in a room, yet upon the road, I thought it 
might be tolerable ; and the good-nature with 
which he expreffed himfelf happy in feeing me 
again, made me retmrn him the compliment. 
The road from Hamburg to Lubeck is execra- 
bly bad, either deep fand or very ftoney. I was 
jolted moft tdnribly, the greateft part of the 
way ; but I believe it did me great fervice: it was 
fomewhat like riding in our hackney-coaches 
in the worft ftreets in London, before the new 
regulations for mending the pavement. The 
captain laughed moft heartily at my making 
wiy faces. His difcourfe was as. noify as 
the rumbling of the vehicle on the ftones; 
and could be heafd from .fiKh a diftance, 
that the poftillion had fcarce any t>ccafion to 
found his trumpet, as is thecuftom in Germa- 
nyi upon approaching an inn or town; for the 
captain's Stentorean voice proclaimed our arri- 
val. About one o'clock, we came. to a little 
village called Schoenbar, near fourteen miles 

from 
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ftoitk Hatnburg', where the poft^vaggon changes 
horfeS) and .the paflengers fiay to dine. Here 
wc were joined by the worthy profeflbr M, 
Oeder^ whom I mentioned to you in my laft; 
he (ravelled in his own carriage^ in com- 
pany with his draughtfman. I was glad to 
get OQt of the abominable vehicle, in or* 
der to ftretch my legs, being almoft crippled 
for want of room. There was a pretty good 
dinner provided for us j we eat and drank 
heartily; were very merry, particularly my 
honeft captain H; who fings a good fong; 
and bt two we were packed up again in 
the waggon. Profeflbr Oeder told me, he 
would keep up with us the remainder of the 
,way, and that he fhould be glad we would fix 
our quarters in the fame inn with him at Lu- 
beck, which was the fign of the king of En- 
gland« Capt. H. faid he was engaged at ano- 
ther houfe, a circumftance no ways difagreeable 
to me. I was glad of the opportunity of en- 
joying the company of the learned and po- 
lite profeflbr,' without any . noife or diftur- 
bance. The country through which we tra- 
veiled the greateft part of the morning, was 
but indifferent ; after dinner it improved, and 
we paflTed by fome pleafant woods and pafiure 
lands; about fix we flopped for refieflxmcnt 
at a village called Crummes, in the territory 
of the 'elector of Hanover, four jniles from 

Lubeck, 



lubeck» where <^ {lO^kms |^ drunk^ whkK 
is not an uncommon tidng ia? Germany, Ln^ 
beck make$ a very good appfearsince as/yonr 
approach ity being remarkable for its iofity 
fpirei; the latidfcape Is the more agreeable^ 'zi 
the town bdmg built on the ^ecH^ty of a hlU^ 
ihew& itfelf all at once» in th6 fordbf of an aiAphi>»: 
theatre j fo that you perceive. its i^hole extent^ 
beforeyou i?nter it; We reaebddLubeck'Vtrith^ 
out any accident by dafk, aiutl pitched my 
tent, as I ha(ipromj&dM..Oirder,attheiignoi' 
thekingofE^gland^ ^ - '• • 

- Since my arrival itt this-cfty, 1 have not beeii 
idle, but with the affiftanceof mygood fridnd 
the profeflbr have had ah opportunity' of 
feeing every thing, moft remarkable < and 
worthy of a baveller^s noticfe.^ ' I had f^eral 
letters of recommendation' from Hantburjg 
to perfons of note in this* city; paftidilarly 
bne to M- fetupp, a fenator of Lubeck. ' But 
1 had no occafion for recommendations j Ml 
beder is known^ here to* every- body of di- 
ftinclion, efpeciallytotheliteriaLti,*whopay him, 
and indeed *very defervedly,' the greateft ho- 
pours, I ffiall give you the fubftarice of my 
obfervations and inquiries;, beginning with i 
view of the city. ' ^ 

Lubeck is fuppofed by fome writers to be the 
Treva of Ptolemy, who feem to found their 
conjecture on the prefcnt name of the rivet 

which 
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which ;waihes its wtdls, viz-, the T»vc, andeat* 
]y called the Chdlufa& But this is deflitute of 
fouhdatioa; audLhatyeihewxi in the HiAory of 
Vandalia^f that Lubeck was £aunded by Goder 
fealciiS|.king of jth$ Veaedi and Obotrites, anr 
caftolr of the mbft ferene dukes of Mecklen- 
burg. At thsit tkae the whole province of Wa- 
griat which contained the greateft p^t of Hoi- 
fieia, belonged to. the kings of the Obotrites^ 
who had their refid^ace at Aldenburg, known 
in thofe days by the name of Stargard. The firft 
mention we find of Lubeck, is in Adam oif 
Bremen, who treating of the affairs of the Ve- 
nedi under Godefbdcus, fays^ that monafteries 
were eftabliihed in different parts of the coun- 
try, as Tn Aldcnburg, Ratzburg, Lentzen, and 
Lubeck. Crucoj prince of Riigen, who hadufurp- 
cd the kingdom of the Obptrites, erefted a caftic 
in this tQwn, in 1066 ; but Henry, the ion of Go-' 
defcalcus, having recovered in 1 105 his father^s 
crown, by killing Cnico, removed the town 
two miles from hence to the river Schwartow. 
By this fituation it became more expofed to the 
Rugians, who, to revenge the death of Cruco, 
intirely demoliihed it in 11 39. The kings of 
the, Obotritcs, being afterwards difpoffeffed of 
Wagria, this province was given to Adolphus, 
count of Schaumburg, who in 1 140 changed the 
fituation of Lubcck once more, and rebuilt the 

• P. 26S. 

town 
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town cxaclly in the £ame jplace \diere it now 
itands^ and where it was originally founded 
by Godefcalcus. By the convcniency of its £^ 
1 tuation on two navigable rivers, the Travc arid 

I the WackenitZy it foon became a cohliderable 

' colony. The town having had the misfor- 

tune of being burnt down in 1 15<5, Henry the 
Lion^ duke of Saxony and Bavaria, prevail- 
ed on count Adolphus to refign the ground 
to him, in confequence of which Lubeck was 
rebuilt, and ereAed into a free-port. But 
Henry the Lion, being put under the ban of 
the empire, Lubeck fubmittcd in 1182 to Fre- 
deric Barbarofla, who favoured it with the 
title of an imperial city. The duke reco- 
vered poffeflion of it in 1189 ; but in 1 192, it 
fell to Adolphus, count of Hollletn, from whom 
it was wrefted in 1202, by Waldemar, duke of 
Slefwick, after\^'^ards king of Denmark. In 
1226, it threw off the Danifli yoke, and has 
ever fince preferved its freedom and indepen- 
dence as an imperial city. 

Various are the conjcchires concerning the 
. name of this city : M. Willebrant in his chro- 
. nicle of the Hanfe Towns, fpends four pages in 
folio upon this fingle fubject ; and after all, con- 
dudes that there is no depending upon any of 
their etymologies. I am of his opinion ; but as 
the town was certainly built by the Venedi,. all 

Teutonic 
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Teotoni^c derhrdtbms in this matter ought £p 
be fet a£de ; and if anf atteation may be pai4 
to conjei^yres^ I fiiQy}d be forjoining with thplSp 
who deduce the iWBe from the Yeqedic word, 
lubeka^ whiic^h %niiigs a bride. Some pretend, 
amd:thiflisthe tnditiipa of the Lubeckers, that 
the town took its flfti»e from Luboviw, a ftflv- 
enxiaiu who firft pbferved th^ cofltveiaiency of 
th^ feuafeipia for l^pader and came tp jfettle here 
wil^ fevfraj of his ifraternity, B»t you k;now. 
I am ©pfiwnd to darjfcfetymplpgle?, Sind ther&» 
f<H'e feall tok^ jmp jip more pf your time with 
fw?hinqftii%. 

Lttbeck U ia city of the circle of Lower Sax« 
ony, and dutchy pf Hplftein^ fitu^jted on the 
Trave^ a fin^ pavigajjle river, whiffet above the 
tpwjpi^ receives the Steickenit;?^ another naviga* 
bfe flbream, qom^Winicatin^ wijth the Elbe ; and 
below the t(?mi^ i^ joiaed by the Wackenitz, 
tifcewi^ a navigjible ftream, iflijing from the 
lake of Rat^urg, The TraviEi, after joining 
with the river Schwartow, exnpties itfelf ibout 
eight miles from honcc iato the Baltic, at a 
little town called Travemunde, which is pro- 
perly the port of Lubeck. By means of thefe 
difFerettt ftreanas, :flat-bo4:tpnied veffek may na- 
vigate from the Baltic, alon^ the Trave, the 
Steckenitz,and the Elbe, into the German ocean. 
The city is pf an .oval iprm, built on the two 
fides of a iong. till. D^ %\^P fummit of the 
V:0?-. I. H tia 
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hill are two large ftreets, which run in a direft* 
line the whole length of the town, and are 
interfered by feveral leffer ftreets, extend- 
ing down the declivity either eaftward, to the 
Wackenitz, or weftward to the Trave^ 
By means of this iituation the town is 
always clean ; for the leaft fliower of nun 
carries oiF all the filth and dirt. The Trave, 
though not above twenty paces broad, 
is of a confiderable depth, fo as to bring 
fhips of burden into the heart of the city^ 
which it furrounds like a ditch, adding as well 
to the ftrength as to the wealth of the place.^ 
Lubeck is encompaffed with ftrong ramparts, 
planted with trees, and forming an agreeable 
walk. There are four gates to the city, and 
about nine hundred men in garrifon, without 
reckoning the burghers. Over the Holftein 
gate are thefe words : Domt cmcordta^ &fms pax 
fane res eft omnium pulcherrima. On the other fide 
is to be feen an imperial eagle crowned, with 
thefe words underneath : Sub alis altijjimu Over 
the mill-gate, which was repaired in 1684, ^^ 
the following chronogram : 

Porta locahatur Leopoldo Cajare\ porta bdtc 
Tuta cuftodis Ifrael ftetjlxa fub alis. 

On the outfide of this gate, are thefe word^: 

Ecce cuftos Ifrael non dormit^ Anno 1705. - Thcf 

ftreets 
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firects are broad and regular; and feveral 
planted with rows of trees. . The houfes arc 
large, and well-built, much in the fame pyra- 
midical form as thofe of Hamburg. The 
town 18 about two miles in length, and one 
in breadth ; and upon the whole may be reck* 
oned one of the handfomeft in Germany. The' 
public buildings are numerous, among which 
the churches, the Senate-houfe, the arfenal, and 
the hofpital, are the moft confiderabje. The 
principal churches in Lubeck, are five: St. 
Mary's, the Dome, St. James's, St. Peter's, and 
St. Egidus ; the leffer, or as they call them here, 
filial churches, are the Burg, Holy Ghoft, 
St. Catharine's, St. Clement's ; and without the 
town-walls, St. George's, and St. Lawrence 

The church of St. Mary's is a noble lofty 
pile, far exceeding any other ftru£hire in Lu- 
beck., It ftands near the great market-place, 
and the town-houfe, in the heart of the city.. 
The fteeple is the higheft in all the town, and 
divides itfelf into two fpires ; that on the north 
is two hundred and feventeen yards high, and 
was built in 1 304 ; the other on the fouth, in 
13 10. We went up to the top by as many fteps 
as there are days in the year, and had a fine 
profped of the town and country. The en- 
trance of the church Is fupported by two pillars 
of granite, each of one intire piece. The in- 
fide is richly ornamented with pidhires, and 
H 2 with 
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with the tombs of Senators and other emi- 
nent perfons. Thefe omaments, however, ap- 
pear too much crowded ; and the eye is offsnd* 
ed at feeing them fcattered about in fuch pro* 
fufioH, without any regular order. Every hole 
and corner is filled with a lo^g inicription, coa*'- . 
taining the charaAer of fome &nator oTprieft^ 
whofe memory, perhaps, ought to have beea 
configned to oblivion. The high altar id re- 
markable for the beauty of the workmanfhip, 
as well . as for the richnefs of the materitis, 
being of the fineft black and white marble ; it 
was made by the famous Qudlinus, of Ant- 
werp, in 1697, at the expence of one of the 
burgo-mafters. 

Not far from the high altar, is the celebrated 
aftronomical clock, which, befides its largenefs, 
the multiplicity of its appurtenances, and orna^ 
tnents, is indeed an admirable piece of me- 
chanifin. On it are feen the ecliptic, tsodiac, 
equator, and tropics ; and what is afioniihing, 
the planets in their feveral courfes ; fo that tlie 
ftation of any of them is to be found at every 
'hour of the day, whether they be above or be- 
low the horizon, or to the fonthward, eaftward, 
or weft ward, with many other aftronomical par* 
ticulars. In a word, from this curious machine 
'may be formed a compleat almanack, fliewing 
the daily difpofitions and variations of the ce- 
leftial bodies, fun-riiing and fetting, the edipfes, 

feftivals^ 



1 E T :T E R III; jot 

fcftivalsy zttd remarkable days^ for the meridian 
of Ltibeck^ and this in any year, cvcii the leap 
years, down to 1875^ which will be the year of 
confummation to all theie laborious difplays of 
aftroiiomical knowledge. There are likewife 
feveral ingpnioUs automata, particularly an 
image of our Saviour, and on its right hand 
a door, which opening as the clock ftrikes 
twelve at noon, forth came in order of procef- 
fion, the emperor, and the fevcn eldefteleftors; 
and turning to the image, make a profound 
obeifance; this he returns with a kind of mo- 
tion of his hand; then the auguft groupe 
retreat in the fame order, through a door on the 
left, and both doors immediately fhut. In the 
tower above this clock, is another mafter-piece, 
the chimes ; they play every hour, and with a 
jTiftnefs, celerity and melody, which charm 
the moft delicate^ ear. Under, thefe chimes i9 
the bell, for firiking the hour; which is per- 
formed by an image of Time, whilft a leffer 
figure, . reprefentxng mortality, and ftanding at 
the other fide of the bell, turns afide its head 
at every ftroke. That this work m^y not be da* 
maged by any indifcreet fpqftators, it is framed 
all over with wire, at the diftance of arm\^ 
length. An infcription on the left, fliews the 
original date of this work to be the year 1405, 
though it has fince undergone two repairs ; 
• H 3 .' but 



102 LETTER m; 

but the artift's name has long been buried in* 
oblivion. In the following infcription on the 
right, are fet forth its excellencies, concluding 
with a devout admonition : 

AfpeBum cosliy Jolts lunaque mtorem^ 
Lumtnaper certos ignem ducentia curfuSj 
XJtfluat horafugaxj atq; irrevocabilis annus; 
Hoc tibi confpiciens oculis haurire Itcehit ; 
Bed refonos quoties modulos campana remtttet^ 
Protinus afiripotens numen laudare memento. 

But the moft noted thing in St. Mary^s 
church, is the painting called Death* s Dance^ fo 
much talked of in all parts of Germany. It was 
originally drawn in 1463, but the figures were 
repaired at difierent times, as in 1 588, 1642, and 
latt of all in 1701. Here you fee the reprefen- 
tation of Death leading an emperor in his im- 
perial robes, who with his other hand takes 
hold of fuch another figure, which leads up a 
king ; and fo alternately a figure of Death and 
a human perfon through all conditions and 
ftages of life. The intention of the artift was 
toihew that Death pays no regard to age or 
condition, which is more particularly exprefled 
in the verfes underneath* They were compofed 
at firft in Plat Deutch, or Low Dutch; but 
at the >laft repair in 1701, it was thought 
proper to change them for German verfes, 

which 
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tirhich were written by Nathaniel ScUott of 
Dantzick. A young lady of this town, who 
by dint of application, has made a great profi- 
ciency in our language, undertook to turn 
them into Engliih verfe. She has been fo kind 
as to favour me with a copy ; and I imagined 
you would be ples^ed with fuch a fpeci- 
men of the progrefs, which even the ladies of 
this country begin to make in Englifli lite* 
raturc. 

I. Death. IV. Death to the Emperor. 

Ye mortals^ u]^! your glafs is out, Monarch auguft, arife, and pay- 
Both higl^ and low $ for do not The debt you owe, nor make de- 
doubt, layi ^ 
But tyrant kings^at my command. Be quick, TU not compoimd for all 
Shall take a beggar by the hand. Your claims to this terreilrial ball, 
ril tune my pipe, as they advance. Nor (hall thy mound, or (word, or 
And make them partners in a power, 
dance. Ward off my fcythe a (ingle hour* 

For Death,! am, Til be obey'd 5 
II. Death to the Pope. None but the wicked are afraid* 

^^toow^*^ *^"'' ^!^ "''^ V. Enip«r'. a«fwer. 

When death doth cairtis time to'go} Ah fnithlefs Death !with ironhanJ 
Your robes and triple crown for- Doft thou,'at laft, before me (bmd f 
fake. Thou need'ft not tell me, fiend, 

In(lead of them this cofHn take $ for, oh ! 

This cofHn, which is far too fmall Thy power is ab(blute, I know; 
To hold the lea(l gew-gaw at all. But when ray foul is on the wing. 

May mercy iave me from thy ftingt 
III. The Pope^s anfwer. 

Talk fo to me ! I greatly wonder, ^- ^***^ ^^ ^^« Emprefs. 

You think fo little of my thunder. Ceafe,ceafe, thofe pearly tears, me 

Can*t holy water, holy tapers, fairi 

Stand me in ftead againft thy va- Fll eafe your heart, and foothe 
pours. your care. 

Me, who have power to releafe. See yonder multitude appear. 

Or bind, tho(e finners whom I Behold with them thy lord, thy 
pleafe. dear:- 

*Twere ps^fling ilrange, were I to You foon muft join (lim hand-in- 
die hand, ' 

Without the keys ofbeaT^A.notl. And life redgn at my command. 
• n^ VU,The 
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V|I. The Emprefs's anfwer. Death takes from mcmy wide d<J- 
Welcome,thou meffenger of peace* . mains. 
Since that's the new^, my joys in- And nothing but a fffave remains. 

cfeafe, ^^ • , ^^ 

Vain world, what is thy greateft *^ ^«««^ ^ the Bi&op. 

^P^^'^or, Thy crosier 19 o£ nor avail 

Now Ihavfe loft my hfe's defender? To thee, who art fo very frail : 
TA^h mount, my £Mf, confider 'Tis but a bWAen reed at beft, 

, *^Jf, 5 , . , . '^^^ g'^^ve «^uft be the place of 

You 11 meet yourlovem realms <)f reft. 

Wii&- Some friendly hand thy tomb eft- 

graves, 

Vm. Deatii to the Cardinal. «« His flock th' imwaiiBg (bepherd 
Why is your eminence aghaft ? leaves.'^ . 

Seeft thou not multitudes go faft 

Before thee ? Bid the world adieu ^^I- The bifliop's anfwer. 
With a good grace, and courage My life is no reproach to me j 
«*°^"* M -. ,. ,.,.^ Immortal here I cannot be 5 
How thou wiltfare, when tiaskfe's Death's vifit now too well imparts, 
^<>^«r. This world {hould not enfiiareottf 

. God knows 5 but here you've kv'd hearts. 

in clover. My watch is out, fo welcome fieep: 

XI. The Cardtears anfwer. ^^'^'^ "^ ^"^^ '^ 

My hat, which brought me wealth XIV. i>eatfa to the General. 

and honour, • Come, general, come, thon muft 

I owe to Rome, thanks to the do- away 

^^^' . , ^ . With me to yon dark hOufe of 

Wrapt up m thofe enjoyments clay. 

* "K*^» . .. ,.. This march xAxA end thy life** 

I made the wOrld my paradiie. campaign j 

Myutmoftwifh, St. Peter's chair; If thou haft wari^d^ and not in 

Alas ! I never muft come there. vain, 

^ • , t -.f" Againft thy lufts, as they aroie, 

X. Death to the King. More fierce than 'gainft thy earthly 

Think,roydfir,onSirach'sVvords, ^oe$. 

The king, to-day befet with lords, A crown of glory is refenr'd 

Tomorrow lies a corpftmoft pale. For thee, by Chrift, whom thofQ 

What vanity, that man fo frail, haft feiV'd. 

Should ftik him mighty in his er- 
mine, , XV. The General's anfwer. 

Who can^tprefervehimfelffroni ^rmies IVe march'd througli fo^ 
vermm? reign lands 5 

-w^ ,^. • /» My J^c^ obey'd my ftrift com* 

XIr King's anfwer, mands. 

Howl ^ift thy hand againft 1 Exploits fb great my foes have 

prince! prais'd. 

Thus regal ftate is mere pretence And to the fkies my courage 
A game at hazard or at chefs J raiis'd. 

Tloniiving begg^now made kfs« 
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But deaths atleng^, hath taken No lion fought -with greater cou- 

poft, rage, 

ArreiiAmy vi£l:ories,alli^td|^; A truth my foes mti& ftUl' ae^ 
And calls out with infiilting braJire,, knowled ae. • 
Thy march is ended, jvell behave. I faid my ad^erfary iowr, 
I Now^ut^leftBeatLwiilferveme 

XV. Death to the Abbe. f». 

I rh^dockj^ow ibrike^th^tfum. X3C. I>ia*h t/the Carthufian. 

To bedy Grange bed, where alt Come»brothdr, thou muftihuC thy 
muft Ucj eyes. 

Small fpot of ground^ where yoijb Thy breviary and thy homilies, 
lauft dance ^ ^ Come, come, to nie, to endlefs reft. 

With me ; you think it dii*e mif^ If there, as heye« thou art £o bkfl^ 
chance. As to be drefs'd in white array. 

Of folitude be not afraid. Then De»ch mil be a hol|f-da|r. 

For there youTll find yoar com- 
rades laid. XXI. The Carthufian's aafuter. 

n^rrr t-i. aui^ ^r The fhidsfir VOWS havc me m* 

XVIL The Abbess sfcafwer. join'd 

Ohuiftan hopes, how frail, how* Tho^e rnlcs which fm obliged t<# 

vain ! mind ; 

I thought erelim^ M^be adasoi > NowDeathfa^s, fbonfiRdtijprani n 



Promotions, titles, aU my view, them all, t 

My dreams hf night aAd mid^day And fhortlyqiiitthisear^lyballj \ 

too. Twready to attend hi* c^. 3 

ftttt hafty death ha^ ^uite con- A happ)r exit fure is this, 

founded If mcmkifti vows be crown'd witk , 

Thofe hopes, with wluch my blifs. 

driiuns aboonded. 

XXII. Death tt the Burgqmafbf. 

XVm. Death to the Knight. y^ ^j^j^^^^^ forbea Ao we^. 
Come, gillant iir, yott; armour Becauie ye cannot longer keep 

leave. Your chief 5 behold, fSir heaven*^ 

Your fWordf and buckler ; they decsee, 

might fave From which no mortal man can 

Yonr head in battle, .but are not ilee, 
Proof 'gainft my darts, more fure HascaH-dliimfrohitlndfu^emeat 

than (hot. feat, 

Befidesji the dance you take with Where he appeared £> good and 

me great, ' 

Requires a drefs more l%ht a2id To praiife his name forevermon^ 

ft*ee. TheLord fupreme whom aU adore. 

Then you'll perform my dance 

. more clever, XXULTheBttrgomaifter'aaafwer. 

Withoutincumbrancewhatfoever. jyfy heart has been devoted to 

vTxr T-t. XT • 1... r jify country, ever )aft and true} 

XH. The Knight's anfwer. Piimotid all tb«.pubKc good, 
tike hepo rather than plain knight. To ferve my friends did all f . 
I went to war in armour bright* coidds 

Kecelve 
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Receive me, heav'n,adicu to care. One blow the glafs in pieces 
truft rU be a freeman there. breaks, ^ , . ^ , 

Abrcath of wind thy fabnc (hakes; 

XXIV. Death to the Prebendary. And what remains of both when 

a'A^SCi:^tS|-tece, Bu^l' and fragments, atoms. 

Be comforted, if hftaven's thy lotj »""»■«• 

Ab happy man! for who would ^j^^ Phyfician'. anfwer. 

not 
Barter this globe, and all therein, If vain my ait, yon may compare 
The mcan^ Place in heav'n to Frailmanto glafs and brittle ware* 

yfl^ ^ O what's my phyfic, art or pUl, 

To heaven's decree, and facred 

XXV. The Prebendary's anfwer. „JJ«^illJ , ' j i, 

, , ^, , J When death commands we all 

What art thoU, bauble world n^uftgo, 

now paft, "King8,fon8ofkings,anddoa:ors 

A vAe of mifery at laft ? ^^f..* ^ 

Thoughtlcfs and vain as mortals 

arcs , ^ , XXX. Death to the Ufuren 

£?.:^(^riCle^^^^ come down, my friend, with all 

Since all my hopes arefixt in thee. ,JZ&r^^ myfelf : 

XXVI Death to the Nobleman. The intereft too Fll not abate, 

Art. However I incur your hate. 

How vain thy boafts of hunUng, j j^^^^ ^hy. narrow foul doth cry, 

friend, , « , To part with that more than to 

Or hawkihg \ why doll thou pre- ^jj^ . 

tend Yet never mifer came this way. 

To be a fportfman ? when alas ! But downhis dcareft gold muft lay. 
With all your Ikill ^u cannot pafs 

My fatal arrqr 5 far more true XXXI. Ufurer's anfwer. 

Sn t^Tak'^a tl£S°y^eTd thy I- truth, I own my thought, wc« 

breath lucn, 

J,ofportfmenarefofurea.Death. £%[r-S;^Z?.' 1 

^, vT . 1 , r The wretch that begs from f 

XXVW.TheNobleman'sanfwer. door to door, ( 

Hunting indeed's my favYite fport. Was ne'er fo mi ferably poor. J 

! lik'd'rt better far than court : Ah were my foul once more to 

The rifing fun with blufliing face, rife, 

I>fe'cr found me abfent from the Td fet my wealth above the ikies, 

chace 5 Where Death and all his ghaftly 

The hounds the fallow deer purfue, train 

But now I am overtook by you. Should feek for treafure all in vain* 

XXVIII. Death to the Phyfician. XXXII. Death to the Chaplain. 
Set down thy bottles quick, my Rejoice,ye poor, and don't look T| 
friend, fad, ^ ». ^ L 

And think upon tliy latter end| Becaufeyourchaplanrsverybad, r 
Does not thy body far furpais He'll leave his purfc to makel 

In brittlencfs that polilh'd glafs? you glad ^ ;^ 
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XVith all bis revenues and places^ I took what care wasinmy powYS 
To cheer your fad dejedbed faces. But iince Pm come to my laft 

hour, 
XXXni. The Chaplain's anfwcr. Transfer me. Death/ to heav'n' 

I ferv'd the altar, th' altar me, rJH^^J^^* r «• ^. 
From whence I had an ample fee, ^ «ian t be out of offiee there, 

Difcharg'd my truft witK all the vwttt»t ^ i , «, , ^ 
love ^ ^ XXXVm. Death to the Tradef- 

That could the bneaft of iinner "^^» 

move- Think on Adam's banHruptcy, 

My confcience tells I've done my Which brought you alrin debt to 
beft, me. 

Which makes you, fir, a welcome I'm come for my demand to you| 
gueft. Then pay me inilantly my due. 

XXXIV. Death to the Steward, XXXIX. The Tradefman's aniwer* 

Thou lookeft four, what care 17 Creditor-like with haughty airj 
I know you cannot from me fly s And high demands, you at me 
Your ofEce, friend, I value not, Itarej 

Nor for it care a fingle jot. But I'm preparM, n^ will is made,- 

Make hafte, man ; nay, don't be My foul I leave to Crod, who (ai^ 

untoward. He'd ne^er defert a iinner, when 

My mcflage, fir, is fortheftcw- He cry 'd for mercy to him { then 
ard. My goods I give to ifty relations^ 

According to their different fta^ 
KXXV. The Steward's anfwer. tions j 
I tenderly confider'd peafants, ^^"^ °» ^"/"^ fms tnay feize, . 

To poor was ever making prefents ^ou on my body, if you pleafe. 
Of this or that I could afford, ^t Tii-ofh tn. «.i,a p^i.ir« 

Yet ever juft unto my lord.. ^^' ^«*'^ ^^ ^^ K^lufe* 

Then why am I of Death afraid. What folly, man, thus to immore 
Or wifli that he had longer ilay'd ? Thyfelf in convent ? Lord, why 

mre, 
XXVI, Death to the Church- Man ought with man to have 

warden. communion. 

Whatever lock, you hold or keys. They fcldom thrive without a 
Th^^ never turn back my ^e- ^^^^ ^^ ^^ ^ ^^^ 

^tevt ^ '^»*'''^°'^*^**y**" VlT"^ you lye witji fellow- 

Will keep your body from the creatures. 

firrave % ■ 

^And though I am fom'etimes a XLL The Hedufe's anfwer, 

*^*'hoJ>Wer, Ti^Q' inan I am, I love notman, 

Vm fm e to kmg as well as cobler. p^^ ^^y f^rely grieve me, when 

, , Inftead of Chriftians they behave 

XXXVn. The Churchwardens Like brutes, their fouls to fm en- 

anfwer. flave ^ . . ^ 

Bcinfe appointed by the people. Come, wifh'd for Death, with att 
To keep the clock-work, jchurch thy teirprs, 

and SeepJ?, O Lord, forgive me all t^y errors. 
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XLU. Oieath to the Fekiant. Tve chofir yo« for aiy f«vtnex^ 

Simfiijig ^ith heat and toil att „«»^* ^ ^ . ,^ „. 

day ^^y> ^ »o^ «> farpn«'d at thw, 

tfeafe^t,Ioftfaavfeh«aj?dyoufw, I<i^,jwt«lwayfrknrcplda^ * 
You'd think yourfclf at eafe and ^^^^ n***" ^»n« fi«^«^ «V»? 

free, ^S^- 

Were I to come and vifit th^e. 

XLVII. The Maiden's anfwcr. 

XLin. ThePftihnes anfwer. siacel tmikgo, Ofiftemilear, 
Ye*, DeatVi t» thee I »ade my Choofe you a partner, for fear 

moaa. This gnohty'd monfter, when I 

To you, kind fir, and you alone ^ die, 1 

V^th tat^oiir hant, and fweatof Should tike mom e£ our family : 

b>D«r, ^ For fure I think it much ami^, 

I earn the bread I live on now. To give to him my vimn kifs. 
To-day I titdc bought to ie€ 

A friend to eafe me, kind as thee. xLVffl, Daath to the Infant. 
Then take me^ Ur, without con- -^ . ^ ^ ,. 

trovd, ' Thus, tenderiuckim^.Imuftgive 

AadXordhave merlon my foul. '^^^^^^""^^ flxoke, no longer 

XIJV. Death to the Young Man. 2^P ^^^^^'f, ^[^^ ^« ^ ^Y/ 
Y*maids,*h.tWdthi.7rightly ^enQhnii (hall change t^^ 

yw^i, , ^ , ^, ^, . , Like his moft glorious body dear, 

^t&ihf^Ud,thBk^^tmthi Give thee a Heavenly crown to 

Your wiihcs, fair, were allm vam 5 ^^^ . "^ 

He's mine, apd Til ray right main- Ah ! ha'ppy they beyond cxprcfli- 



taitA. 



on. 



^» « «*4. xr -MM ^- r Who've paradsfe for thdr poflef- 
XLV. The Young Man^i anlwcr. £q^^ ^ ^ 

Fray, Mr. Death> Fm youhg and 

.*^^' r^'r r r\^ j i XUX. The Want's aufwet. 

The timeof life for fport and playj ^ . . , , ^ « . 

Indeed,! think you're full too foon^ Crying, indeed,was my firft voice. 
To ftop me in my courfe at noon^ 5^* ^^ ^^^ caw ^r to rejoice j 
Mypleafinghopesandloftyfchemcf Bear me, ye angels, to my God, 
^Muft an diffolve in idle dreams 5 I ve fcap d both fin, death, heH, 
No bride to ckfp within my arms^, ^^ '"^d. 
And ibftly footh me with her 

Charms. L. Death to-the 0aRci&g-mafter»-< 

Grim Death commands, I mull Monfxeur, yeurdahce is exceUent. 

obey, . , .,, , And for to leain Fm fully bent j 

And mingle quick with parent Yon cut fo tni^, with nimble feet 

*^^^y* So fine, fo gallant, and fo neat. 



XLVI. Death to the T^fSaiden. 



That when we both do dance to- 
gether, 

Come,pretty maid, and dancewith We'U trip as light as any feather; 
me, ril force this truth from petit- 

I ufe no compliment$, yov fct ; maitres, 

I fay, I hate your comj^taifance, ' There's none Hke me for cutting 
So once mqre come with me and capers* 
dancei 
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LL Thel3toTOg-«naftar?8 anfwcr. Let's have frefti tryilof thy flcill. 
Upon my word, I cannot fay. At this, or that, or what you will. 

llHcetoteaehat aU«o-^y. > Adzooks, take care, or fure as 

Ihy, do not prefs me, I proteft;, nuts 

I catinot dance fo well at beft 5 TU whip my fword quite through 
fieiidei,ioQk kere» Vvt tiiart my your guts. 

toe, I have done it, faith, there is no 

Upoa it i cm iiardly fd. dou^t, 

Lordy how ^ou preis one when For fee, good friends, they're 

9ef69*d> (tumbling out. 

'Deed, brother, I would be ex- 

^^*^' Lm. TheFencing-mafter*8 anfwcr* 

Lni.Death to theFeltcing-mafter. q all is o'er, I loft ray breath j 
Thou art a clever fellow t^e. But who the De'el can fence with 
As <ver foil or fmall fword drew j Death ? 



The other churches are decorated moftly in 
the faxne maimer as St. Mary's, with carvings, 
piftures, and imicri^tions ; but I fliould tire 
you were I to enter into a dcfcription of 
them all. I muft, hpwevcr, fay a word or two 
concerning the Donore, or cathedral, on account 
of its rank and antiquity. It is a large Gothic 
building, ere^ed in the year 1170, by duke- 
Henry the Lion, anceftor of his prcfent majefty,. 
and Henry the third bi£bop of Lub^ck, as ap« 
pears by the following infcription : 

Anno Domino^ MCLXX. edificata fuU prajins ec^ 
tlefta per domhtum Henricunij ducem Bavaria dr 
Saxonia^ & per dominum Henricum tertium epifcopttm 
Lubuenfem^ & fundatorem monafterii S. Johannis in 
Jbubecke^ confecrata in honorem fandorum Jobanrus 
Baptijie^ & Nicoki confejoris Jhefu ChriJH. 

On 



no LETTER ni. 

Oh one of the walls of the church are 
fome L^tin verfes, mentioning an extraordinary 
circumftance with regard to the foundation of 
this cathedral; namely, that Henry the Lion, 
duke of Saxony, hunting in this part of the 
country, took a ftag, which had a gold collar 
and crofs about its neck, with thi^ infcription. 
Hoc me Cafar donavit ; mentioning the date of 
the year, which was in the reign of Charle- 
main \ that the duke, being furprized at the 
accident, ereded a cathedral on the fame fpot, 
and endowe4 it with a proper revenue. In 
commemoration of thit event, the figure of a 
ftag is to be feen on the top of the church. 

But, ftriftly fpeaking, the bifliopric was 
only removed to this city in 1163, by the 
duke of Saxony, Henry the Lion, after it had 
been originally eftabliflied at Aldenburg, by 
'the emperor Otho. In 1530, the Lubeckers 
•embraced the Reformation. In 1586, John 
'Adolphus, third fon of the duke of Holftein 
Gottorp, was elected bifliop of Lubeck; and 
from that period, this bifliopric has been con- 
fidered as an appanage for the younger fons 
of that illuftrious houfe. But in confequence 
of an agreement at Gluckftadt, in 1667, be- 
tween the king of Denmark and the branch of 
Gottorp, a prince of the royal family is to 
be alternately chofen. The bifliop's refidence 
is'atEutin, a neighbduring town in Holftein. 
The church is not kept decently clean, and 

feems 
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ifeettiS to be in a. ruinous condition. Upon 
mentioning this circumftance to fome gentle- 
men that were in company, they made anfwer, 
that the canons were poor, and the revenue in- 
fufficient tolceep the church in repair. It is 
not fubjeft-tb the jurifdiclibn of the magif- 
tratcs, no more than the Dome of Hamburg. 
Before the Reformation, there were fevc- 
ral convents of men and women in this 
city, which are now fecularized, and fervc 
either for the maintenance of the poor, or 
for the education of young ladies, or, in 
fine, for a retreat to others who chufe to fpend 
their lives in fuch houfes, without being bound 
to a religious vow or habit. Thefe are St. 
John^Sj St. Mary Magdalen's, St. Catharine's, 
aad St Anne's. The lady who prefides at St. 
John's is called abbefs, or more commonly 
Domina ; flie has under her a priorefs, and the 
community cohfifls of twenty-two members. 
There is an ecclefiaftic belonging to the houfe, 
who zAs as chaplain. The church is handfome, 
and particularly remarkable for the monument 
of a lady named Dorothea Elizabeth Pleffen. 
St. Mary Magdalen was originally a fort erefted 
by the Danes, wheA in pofleffion of this city. 
It was converted into a convent of Dominicans, 
after the expulfion of that nation, in confe- 
quence of the famous battle of Bornhovet, 
which happened in 1226, on St. Mary Mag- 
dalen's day. The above battle is the sera of 

the 
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the prefent freedom of Lubeck ; aad we find 
tkis event commemorated by the f<^wuig 
monkiih verfes : 

Aino mlleno 4m C*ftfl$mqfu vtatw^ 
Jn/oHtif aiftt$ ceciditgna Danica litc^ 
Uagdda quandfiftafcanditfi^ ajir^ Maria. 
Hie ^pwque tunc gratusfratrumfiut or do kcatus^ 
Et datur^ O Chrifiey locus aptus fratribus ifie. 

You are to obferve that infmtis capite alludes 
to the word Bornhovet, which^ with a fletader 
alteration, li^nifies a fountain-head. At the 
Reformation, the convent was turned into an 
hofpital, where a certain number of helplefs 
men and women have a comfortable fubfift- 
ence. St. Catharine's was formerly a Francifcan 
convent, founded in 1225; but the church was 
crefted in 133s, as appears by the following 
verfes over the door : 

Anno milkno. ter. COC. quintoque triceno. 
Viceffimo. trtnoque. die. JuUi. duce. Chrijlo. 
Hin. prefuL primum lapidem. ponebat. in. vntm. 

I took notice alfo of a whimfical infcription 
on the walls of this church, naentioning the re- 
pairs of the convent in the year i35o,juft: af- 
4er a teniUe peftilence. 

M. cum. L. ter. C. fierent. anni. tihi. Chrtjle. 
Dum. plus. quam. mediam. ferity banc, epydimia 
terram. 
, - E f Adde^ 
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Aide. tet. 1. tlauftrum. novum, verfum, fit. ad. 

nujirum. 
Ac tibraria. frejfa* flat. ijla. via. 
Hits, quos. mors.ftravit. Dtus. hoc ctauftrum. npa^ 

f-avit. 
Demptts. carforibus^JU. bene, ffirkibus. 

Here you may obfcrve, that the firft diftich con- 
fifts of two hexameters ; the fecond and third 
of hexameters and pentameters, which is fome- 
thing lingular. There are feveral handfomc 
monuments in this churchy and fome good 
paintings, the principal of which is the Refur- 
reftion of Lazarus, by Giacomo Tintoretto. 
St. Anne's was the laft religious houfe eftab- 
liihed in Lubeck ; the date is no older than 
1502. It was built for the nuns of St. Auftin; 
but the Reformation foon after taking place, it 
was converted into an hofpital and hoi^fe of 
correftion. Here is alfo an orphan-houfe, and 
another hofpital called the Holy Ghoft| for the 
reception of poor travellers, men and women, 
who are allowed a few days refreihment. 

The government of this city is Ariftocratical, 
being vefted in four burgomafters, and fixteen 
fenators, who are partly civilians, partly patri- 
cians, or men of family, and partly merchants. 
Each havs his particular province or department; 
and theit office is for life : two brothers, or 
father and fon, cannot be admitted at the fame 
time into the Senate. Theirpower is abfolutc ; 

Vol. I. I '^ ^ when 
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when one dies, they chufe another to fucceed 
him ; and from their decifions there is no zp^ 
peal but to the imperiaJ diet. They have two 
Syndics under thep), with a» prothonotary, and 
three fecretaries, for the admihiftration of juf- 
tice, and difps^tch of public buiineik. 

Lubeck has been long famous for its body 
of laws, which' are much the fame as the Jfus 
Sofatenfe. For when Frederic Barbarofia look 
this city in 1182^ the citizens went out t<y 
meet him, and petitioned that he would con-^^ 
firm their privileges and laws, fecundum jura 
Sofatiaf to which the emperor maft gracioufly 
condefcended. The word Safatiay mentioned 
on this occafion, in monkifh writers, ha& em* 
barraffed many civilians and antiquarians. 
Some think it is an error in the common read- 
ing, and that it ought to be altered to Jura 
Holfatia ; but the learned Leibnitz has cleared 
up this matter from the Life of St. . Ida, and 
proved that Jura Sofatia is the right reading* 
This Sofatia, now called Soeft, is a town in 
Weftphalia, famous for its ancient body of 
laws, from whence Henry the lion, duke of 
Saxony, took the idea of a wdl-govemed city* 
It 13 probable, that this body of laws was not 
eftabliihed all at once, but that stew articles 
were added from time to time, as appears by 
fome manufcripts. It was not till the year 
1582, that the Senate refolved to digeft them 
into a body,* which* was printed in 1585. The 
• ^.i . aoithority 
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^mliority of^ this todt ii ftill very confider- 
4ble in Holftein, Pomcrania, Mcckleftbntg, 
Pruffia, and Livonia ; and though the tolvnd be- 
longing' to thefe countries have no rightof ap^ 
|)ealing W Lnbeck, yetcaufes art determined 
<according to its law, which is partictdariy ob- 
fervcrfby the tribunal of Wifinar. I have l!eeft 
feveral cofjies ^f the jfus tMbkenfi^ but have 
not yet mtt with one at any of the bdokfelkfs. 
This I muft crwn is very futprizing, that Itl a ci- 
ty fo qeleteatedforit^ wifiJom, a city whofe laws 
have been admired and followed as a pattern by 
fo many odi^r ftates in Gerftiany, thefe'fhould 
be no pdffibility of putchafifig a copy of thofe 
excellent inftitutions. Indeed, the book-trade 
feems to btf on the , decline, in Lubeck and 
Hamburg, the inhabitants of thefe towns be* 
ing more addicted to commerce than letters. 
I fliali obferve to yoti by the way, that both 
here and at Hamburg, they fell their books ex- 
tremely dear, and do not keep them bound ifl 
their fhops, but bind them occafionally a^ they 
happen to retail them to cuftomcrs. 

Lubeck is ftill the chief of the Hanfc-^towns, 
a confederacy which, in fbrmer times, made f6 
gfieat a figure in Europfe, The word Hanfe in 
the oM Saxon is faid to fignify an alliance^ 
which was afterwards applied to the Union of 
the maritime towns on the Baltic Others pre- 
tend that the name is derived from the Gerttaii 
I % word 
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yrord Jhi-zesy alluding to the fituation of thofe 
towns on the fea-fidc. But the former etymo- 
logy is the moll probable; and it appears 
plainly from a privilege granted by our king 
Henry III. in 1272, to Lubeck, as the head 
of the Hanfe-towns, thalb the word han/a^ in 
Jthofe times, implied a meeting or aUiance; 
ConceJJimus tnfufer^ quantum ad ms fortrnt^burgenji-^ 
bus & mercatoribus fradi^is^ quod ipji bnbeant 
HANSAMy^tf/p, &c. The beginning of this con* 
federacy vrzs in 12 41, when the cities of Lu» 
beck and Hamburg entered into a treaty to de- 
fend their property againft the banditti, by 
whom the public roads were infefted. The 
example was followed by feveral other towns 

' on the Baltic, as Wifmar, Roftock^ Grypfwald, 
called the VandaUc . cities, which, for the fe- 
curity of their commerce, by fe^ as well as 
land,, joined the confederacy with Lubeck and 
Hamburg* This union w?is foon ftrengthened 
byrthe acceflion of feveral other trading towns, 
itp the number of eighty-fiye in all : thelc were 
divided into four claflfes, the metropolitans of 
whichtf as they called them, were Lubeck, Co- 
lognes, Brunf>yic, and Dantzick. In procefs of 
time, the confederate cities obtained a cpnfi- 
derable influence in the afiairsi qf Europe; and 
in the difputes between the feverjd prinCes, 
they frequently made the fcale preponderate 
which way they pleafed. The Danifli hiftory 

partijpularly abounds witji inftances of the fur- 
prizing 
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prizing power of the Hanfe- towns. For the 
vending of their merchandize, they had four 
principal magazines Or ftaples; one at Novo- 
grod in Mufcovy, iifterwards removed to 
Revel, and ifrom thence to Narva in Livonia ; 
another at Berghen, the capital of Norway ; 
another at London in the Steel-Yard • and a 
fotirth at Bruges ii> Flanders: but this was 
transferred to Antwerp, where they took the 
fanaous honfe of the £afterlings, fo called 
becaufe the people of thofe towns have an 
eaftward fituation, in refpeft of that of the 
Flemings. . And hence it i^ that the Flemings 
gave the nkmc: of Eaft Sea to the Baltic, from 
its' fituation with reojard to'the German ocean. 
Thc'difeclidn of the ' coiifederate towns ii\ 
their moft flourilliing ftate, when they were 
a^blejit'ls Md, to fit out ^wo hundred fliips 
of war, was committed to Lpbeck. -By means' 
of that direclioii, ahd by odier contingences, this 
city rofe to.^ formidable degree of power, fo as 
to give laws to the Baltic. She maintained' 
moft expejtifive war>s fpr many years,»not only , 
againff t'he dukes of MedkJenburg, butagainft 
the kings of .Denmark and Sweden; and though 
file fuftajned.fome injuries on her owil territory 
by the burning of a few villages, flie took ample 
fatisfaftion by making defcents in Sweden,where 
Ihe laid every thing wafte with fire and fword. 
But fo much power and ambition in a trading ci- 
ty, proved at length deftruftive to her commerce, 

I 3 and 
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and involved the reft of the Hanfeatic confedc* 
racy ia her ruin. The European princes taking, 
umbrage at the power of this co<^federacy» 
would no longer fuffer the towns within 
their jurifdiftion, to continue in the alliance j 
this by degrees reduced the commeiicey diflbU 
ved the union, and confequently diminiihcd; 
the wealth and influence of the Hanfe-tpwnSi^ 
Thus has comnxerce been continually Shifting 
the fcene ; and thus the moft opulent ftates are 
fubjeia; to changes, and dwindle away by. 
the injuries of time. Where are Tyye and^ 
Carthage, thofe proud miftreffijs of the Me^ 
diterranean ? What is become of the fan^ous 
emporiums Qf Julinuip, Vineta, and Wiiby, in 
the Baltic ? And,, to come nearer hon:ie,, 
4Qes iiot grafs now grow in the ftreets of Bru-t 
ges and Antwerp, which a few centuries 
ago had cngroffed the commerce of tli? weftern 
world ? If poverty begets induftryi and indullry 
riches, thefe are produftivc of luxury, which 
Jjave proved the ruin of the moft powerful 
ftates.. Even Rome, the miftrefs of th^ world^ 
fell a victim to luxury, Luxuria incumbit^ vi^um^ 
que ukifcitur orhem. 

The Hanfe, or alliance, beyond the limits ojf 
the empire, being thus diflplvcd, the Teutonic 
cities would ftill preferve the union within 
themfelyes ;4nd they -even made it a law, not. 
to admit into their body, any other towns 
but thofe in Germany. The city of Lubecfc 

continuing 
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continuing to haTC the lead of all the confede- 
rate Haafe-townty fummoned the general af- 
&mbHes, and was intrufted with the public 
treafory. ^ The ordinary meetings were held 
tjnlyievtry three years, and the extraordinary 
njpon any ^ergency* But at prefent, the con- 
iidderacy is almoft reduced to ndthing; fo that 
aiaraore can be reckoned to belong to it^ than 
Liibeck^ Hamburg, Bremen, Koftock, Dantzick, 
and' Cologne. From this Iketch ydu may per- 
tceive that^heftibjeft of the Ha^fektic confede- 
racy is vifery mt^ffiing, ifpe<^iafly in a com- 
onereial light ; ind being greatly interwoveh 
with the hiftoTf of/ Mexidefi^burgf, it properly 
fails Mdthih my province to treat of it at large, 
in lite' fecdnd volume of Vandalia» where I flat* 
jtcr myfetf it Hvill form a curious epifode. 
: '.The trade of Lubeck is ftill confiderable, thd' 
:;|g^esdy din^iniihedby reafon of thereftraintlaid 
by the northerh pbwers on German commodi- 
iieSt and the commeirce of the Engiiih, French, 
and Dutch in the Baltic fea, who were for- 
jQcietly unacquainted with that branch of na- 
vigation. Its fituation is the moft advantaga- 
;cta» for cammerce,^ of any oil the Baltic, having 
•the beft opp^rminity, by means of its excellent 
^aven, of importing the prodtifts of Swederi, 
Ruffia, Livonia, Poland, anci Pruffia, and foN 
-warding thofe commoditi^ all Crver Ger- 
many. The Lubeckers have a very extenfive 

I 4 . trade 
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trade in wine, which they tranfport to all parts 
of the Baltic. Their principal commerce is 
now on that fea, and particularly with the ports 
of Riga, Revel, Narva, ^d Peterflburg. Hence 
they have always large warehoufes of the mcr» 
chandize of thofe countries in their own city ; 
and the like repofitpries again at thofe ports^ 
filled with the manufaftun^ and other goods 
of England, France, Spain, the Eaft and Weft 
Indies, 8c€. The river Trave brings flitps 
of burden, as I mentioned to you before, 
up to the heart of the cjty; hut the br- 
geft unload at Travemund^ a little torairii 
zt the mouth of the river about eight miles 
diftant from Lubeck, The Ihips in the har- 
bour have papers hung up in fome confpicsncms 
part, with infcriptions flicwing to what port 
they are bound. There arc three bridges inlthe 
town over the Trave, two of wood, and dneiof 
ilone, called the Holftein bridge, being (itu^ 
ated near the gate of that name. One thing I 
obferved, there are no Jews iii Lubeck, thomgh 
they fwarm in moft places of any note for 

traffick* 
' The town-hdufe of Lubeck is very ancient; 

but, like that of Hamburg, no way anfwcrable 
^ to the grandeur and dignity of the -city. Round 
-the ft airs, by which I mounted to the hall 

where the courts of jiiftice are hdd, I faw the 

following pi^ntameter £i om Ovid on one fide 3 
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TJaufa fatrocinto non bonaftjor erit j 

aiid on the Other thefc words : 
'. Difcile jufittiam moniiiy -& hon temmre JbovaftL 

Here they Ihewed me the, room where the aC- 
feioQ^es of the Hanfeatic confederacy were for- 
merly licld ; lit is kept in very: t)ad order, tho& 
meefings being now difiifed. From hence I 
was introduced to the Wardroom, as it is cal« 
led, where they ihewed me fome old armour, 
with a variety of paintings, or rajther daublngi^ 
of no curio0ty or value. But the audience- 
chamber, below ftairs, is extremely elegajpt^ 
and richly paid me for my difappointmentlA 
the jDther p»ts of the building* It has been 
newly decorated at a (;onfiderable expence« O^ 
the wainfcot are feveral fine paintings by fignpr 
Torelli, whojfe daughter is married to general 
Chaflaw^ cpmmandantofJUibeck.* The names 
of the figur/?^ ve Libejrty,I?iety,Juftice, Plenty^ 
.Vigilance, -For?fight, Fortitude,. Taciturnity, 
Commerce, and the Polite Arts.. I was told 
that they gave the artift an hundred ducats for 
each piece, SignOr Torelli is now at Peterftmiji 
fWhilhfer he Ji^s^ been invited by theprefent 
^cmprefs. The pavement of this chamber is all 
of marble, the feats covered with velvet, and 
,the door a y^ty elegant pie^e of fculpture. 

Englilh 
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Engliih farniture is grown quite faihicmtble 
in Lubeck. Mod of the houfes where I have 
vilited, are ornamented with mzbogznj taldfi^ 
bureaus, and chairs, from London. In fhort, 
luxury has made a& great a progr^ in tfaiBXity, 
as at Hamburg ; and nothing i^ efteemed, but 
what is far fetched and dearly purchafed. . 

The women in Lubeck make ufe of an odd 
covering for their head, viz. a kind of firxv 
bonnet, or rather baiket, which projeds in^iuch 
a manner, that you cannot fee their faces. This 
indeed is a great pity, as the fair fex in thii 
town are very handfome ; and thofe boilneti( 
muft be exceeding heavy and cumberfomc to 
that amiable part of the creation. They have 
4io theatre, but fbme good coffee-houfes^ 
where their chief amufeinent is th% fame as^ at 
Hamburg, fmoking and playiiig at billiardis. 
Their inns are very good, and that where I 
lodge is remarkably clean : there are ordinaries 
at them all, where you dine very well for fix- 
tecn-pence per Tiead, befides wine, which is 
pretty good and reafonaWe. They have a di- 
verfion of footing with an arrow, for pots 
of beer, at which they a*e very expert. Their 
be^r is better than that of Hamburg, and 
much efteemed over all tlie country. *The 
walks about town, and oh the ramparts, 
are delightful. The merchants have theur 
gardens in the environs, like thofe of Hann 

burg, 
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burg, but not jTo expt nfive and magnificent : 
the chief villas are thpfeof PauU, Otto, ma- 
dam JSTi^uburg, Kron,, and Pcterfon, I men- 
tioned to you that J. h^ ^ letter pf recommen- 
dation to fenator Krupp, who was at his coun« 
try-feat, where I waited on him, and was enter- 
tained in a moft agreeable manner. He feemed 
to be v^ry uneafy that M. Dreyer^ the fyndic of 
Lubeck, happened to b? abfent upon a viiit to 
Slefwie^j becaufe, as I was come upon a literary 
errand, he Jsinew no perfiia, he faid, fo capable 
of fatisfyin^ my inquiries : he propofed, how- 
everj Cq write to hmprin order to haften his re- 
turn.^ M. Dreyer is on^ pf the, moft learned, 
men in Germany, and jparticularly wdl verfcd 
in the. hiftory of JHolftein and Mecklenburgh. , 
I ihould have thought myfelf very faaf^y 
in Ms acquaintance J but; as I am confined iv; 
poin^.pf time, and the. fenator could not tell 
me hpw foon he would return, I begged he 
would not give himfelf the trouble^, of •wri-» 

But my chief Cicerone and guide isr pro-. 
ffdTor Qeder, who has jdpne me -the honour 
cf accompanying me in every vifit and party of 
pleaiure. The morning after our arrival, we 
took a walk to the Jerufalem-berg^ a liill about 
half a mile out of town, from whence we had 
an enchanting profpect of the adjacent coun- 
try. Here is a mount Calvary, with feveral re- 

ligiousi 
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ligious monuments crcftcd in popifh times, by 
Henry Conftin, a rich citizen of Lubcck,* after 
his return in 1^68^ from a pilgrim^e to the 
Holy Land ; his arms are fiill to 1>t feen, but 
tlie infcription round the ftone is defaced; and 
you can only diftinguifli fome confufed frag- 
ments of monkiih letters. The fame day we were 
invited to dine at a near relati6n of M.O^der's» 
namely, M. Gefner, co-reftor of tte* public 
Gymnafium, and keeper of the public libra- 
ry. There are feveral good fchools in this city; 
but that called the Gymnafium, is, by far, 
the beft ; it was formerly ' a Francifcah con- 
vent, but^fince the Reformation has been 
appropriated to the. ufe of public educa- 
tion. There are four matters, viz. the reftor, 
co-re£tofy fub-reftor, and cantor, with four pae- 
dagogi, or ufliers. The fchool is divided into 
fcven clalFcs ; in the firft thq reftor, co-reftor, 
and fub-reftor prefide ; in the fecorid and 
third,* the coreftor, fub-reftor, and cantor; in 
the others, the paedagogi. *The prefent rec- 
tor is M. Overbeck, a gentleman of great learn- 
ing and merit; the co-reftor, as I mentioned to 
you before, M. Gefner; and* the fub-reAor, an 
ingenious young gentleman naifted M. Behn. I 
told M. Oeder, that as his coufm Gefner was li- 
brarian, I (hould be obliged to hini if he would 
permit us to amufe crurfelves before dinner in 
the library. M. Gefner was made acquainted 
y^ith my intention, and he very politely promi- 

fed 
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' fed to attend us himfelf to the place appointe4. 
This gentleman is nephew to tlje celebrated 
Gefner of Gottingen; ; he is tall in fiature, of a 
fair complexion, flender in his perfon, and of a 
delicate conftitution. He has a commodious 
apartment in the college, adjoining to theji- 
,brary« To this, office is annexed a yearly fala- 
ry of four hundred marks, for which he has 
not much trouble,^ the Kbrary being open only 
on Wednefdays and Saturdays, and that from 
two to four ; which, for fo trifling a time, feems 
to be of very little ufe to the public : it is a large 
lofty room, containing upwards, of fifteen thou- 
fand volumes : the bpo]p:s are bound in vellum, 
which is pradifed throughout Germany. They 
call it the library of St. Catharine, and d^te the 
foundation of it in 1620. One great objedion 
is, that the books are not properly clafled ; for 
as they* confift of feveral collections, which at 
different times, were bequeathed to the public, 
thefe af e all kept feparate, to comply with the 
will or vanity of the donor. The greateft part 
are 'either on divinity or law, and but few, 
comparatively fpeaking, on hiftory, not even on 
that of their own republic. There are fbme trails, 
however, relating to Mecklenburg ; fuch as the 
apologetlcal pieces for duke Charles Leopold^ 
printed in 17 19; and the ColleSianea Mecklenbur^ 
gicajfa/ciculusfirimus. Here I faw the old Code^ 
Juris LMbicenfts ; another copy in German, prin- 
ted 
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ted at Lubeckin iS^^i ^nd the learned Md'^ 
rius's commentary on that code in 1642. The 
rarities in the typographical way were : i. G* 
cero's Offices, in quarto, printed at Mentz, 
with the following words, at the end : Prajhts 
lHard Tullit clarijimum ofus Jobannes Fujl^ Mcgun- 
tinus cms^ non atrament^^ flumali canna^ nequeareOf 
Jkd arte quadam ferfukhra Petri manufueri rm^feli^ 
dter effect J fimtum annOy 1465. Underneath the fol- 
lowing remark is made in writing : See Mattaire 
armales tyfografbici^ ttm. i. f. (Jo, 61. Fabricius 
fnppofes the above Latin words to have been 
written in the margin^ which is a miftake ; for 
they are printed, as I obfcrved, at the end of 
the book. 2. A beautifol MS entitled, Herman- 
nus Komerus ordims prardicatdrum chronica novella^ 
£n two volumes in foHo. 3. A tranflation of 
the Bible into Lower Saxon, printed at Lubeck 
in 1494, by Stephen Arndes, with a commen- 
tary. M. Gefner dewed us an extraordinary 
paflage in the third chapter of Otnt&s ; and be 
jhallrule over thee: to which the German verfion 
adds, to torment and to beat tbee. 4. We faw the 
Augfbnrg edition of Luther's tranflation of the 
Bible in 1535, beautifoHy illuminated; of which 
there arc but three copies, thofe of Lubeck, 
Lunenburg, and Berlin. 5. We were fhewnaMS 
copy of the book called Saxifcbe Spiegel^ or. the 
iSaxon Loeking-glajTs, on which they fet a great 
value. The laft thing we took notice of wis 

an 
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an excellent pifture of an aged pcrfon, perufiiig 
a large foHo^ and furrotmded with globes ; it 
was done by the father of Sir Godfrey Kneller. 
During the courfc of our converfation, M. 
eefner, fpeaking of the origin and antiquity of 
Lubeck, told us .that the ground on which the 
M^wn is now fituated, between the Trave and 
lite Wackenitz, was anciently called the ifle of 
Bucu* He farther acquainted us, that fome 
years ago, an ancient painting was found in 
this city, reprcfenting the town of Lubeck, 
with the following infcription, Lubeca urbs im-' 
ferUlis^ anjk caput. On the river Wackenitz, 
were the figures of three beautiful nymphs, 
naked tQ the waifl, holding each other by the 
hand ; and over their heads was written the 
word, Buc$brafhifides ; the firft was named Pctyp^ 
fionnay the fecond Leucorisj and the third Macro-' 
dtris; and underneath was this iafcription, Q^^- 
nea Natades Bucobra/h/ke. At the bottom of 
the pifture were the following verfes : 

Dicitey GermanayBvLcdbrz&niideSy undas 
£^a eolith Wachenijfaasy Macrodiris, & alba 
• Leuc0ris,"6' clangora Polypfilonna, Lubeea 
^udjinty quafuerinty qua mox Centura trahantur^ 
Vos novijlis eninty vos ommaprtfca notaftis. 
Diciteycultorijhidiofo dicite veftrOy 
DicitCy Germanay Bucobraftujia proleSy 
Dicitiy vos novijlis eniniy qnacunque Lubeca 
Autjinty autfucrinty aut m$^ venfura trahanfur. 

M. 
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M. Gefher could not tell 1139 whether thi$ pf(^ 
ttire was ftill extant^ but only faid it was in it$ 
time reckoned a valuable piece, and had exercifed 
the critics and antiquarians, mofi of whom had 
iofl themfelves in conjeAures. But all the ex« 
plications he had ever heard conceming^ thofe 
nymphs, and the pidure which reprefented 
them, were founded in fable* They fervcd> 
however, to confirm the tradition, aflerting 
that from the moft remote times, the ifland on 
which Lubeck (lands, was difUnguiihed by the 
name of Bucu. 

In the midft of our literary amufement, 
a fervant came to inform us that dinner was 
upon the table, upon which we adjourned to 
M. Gej&ier's apartments ; there we were recciv- 
de by Mrs. Gefner. Our entertainment was 
excellent, but not over fumptuous, which 
gave me fomc fatisfadion, thinking, for: olie 
day, that I fliould dine en fhilofophe. In 
fhort, M. Gefner made us very welcome, but 
ufed no compulfion j he left us, at dur liber- 
ty, to eat and drink as we pleafed, which was 
behaving with, real politenefs. After dinner 
we adjourned again to Jthe library, where we 
drank coffee, and fpent fome time in chit-chat 
tillit was time toretire to our quarters. 

We were invited to fpend the next evening 
with M. Behn, the fub-reftor, a very agreeable 
young gentleman, who is lately entered ijito 
the matrimonial ftate. Many of the principal 

literati . 
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literati of the town wereprefent, and the affem- 
bly was alfo graced by a number of brilliant 
ladies. Moft of the company played at cards ; 
while the gentlemen whofe turn it was to be 
out, finofced their pipes, with which the ladies 
were not at all offended. The matter of the 
houfe lighted the pipe himfelf for moft of 
his guefts ; for fome he puffed a few wWffs ; 
then taking the tube out of his mouth, 
and gently touching it with the Ikirt of his 
coat, he prefented it to his friend. : This 
Js the cuftom of the country, and cuftom 
reconciles us to every thing. We had no re- 
gular fupt)er, but the company kept eating and 
drinking the whole evening ; for the fervants 
continually walked about the room, prefcntiag 
the ladies and gentlemen with wine and beer, 
and little flices of cold meat. We ftaid till 
very late ; and upon our breaking up, we re- 
ceived aa invitation frofti the redor, M. Over- 
beck, to dine with him the next day ; but as 
we were pre-engaged to fup with J)r. Tren- 
denlenbui^, the principal phyfician in the city, 
I told my friend, M. Oeder, that it would be 
too laborious a talk to accept of two invitati- 
ons on the fame day. 

I am extremely glad we had the precaution 
not to dine with the redor, for the duty we 
underwent at Dr. Trendefilenburg's was aU 
moft fufficient to dehiolifh us. The doctor is 

VoL.I.^ K - a native 
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a native of New Brandenburgh, and confequent- 
ly born a fubjed of the duke pf Mecklenburg 
Strelitz : he' made his early ftudies in company 
with profcffor Oeder, and ever fince tlie great- 
eft intimacy and friendfhip has fubfifted be- 
tween them. He is a tall, handfome man, in- 
clinable to be corpulent, round-faced, with 
black eyes, and, upon the whole, a moft fenfible 
phyfiognomy : Mrs. Trendcnlenburg is a very 
agreeable woman, by whom he has nine beau- 
tiful children. Though the doftor has the chief 
pradice of the town, and lives with the elegance 
and plenty of a nobleman, he does not keep his 
coach; nor is it the cuftom for phyficians here 
to parade it with an equipage. Their fees are 
but fmall, I think a dollar a vifit. 

The company that met on this occafion, were 
very numerous, it being cuftomary for the 
Germans to invite their principal relations and 
friends, in order to do lionour to the foreigner. 
The intention, no doubt, is very good, but the 
thing itfelf not well judged ; the pleafure of 
converfation being generally loft in fuch large 
companies. We h^d cards and pipes as the 
preceding evening; and about nine we went to 
fupper. There was a clergyman, a relation of 
Mrs. Trendcnlenburg, who faid grace, after 
which they fat down with great ceremony. 
To enumerate every diih, would bp entering 
into too minute a detail, alid perhaps I fhould 
be at a lofs to diftinguifti fevcral of them ; but 

I verily 
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I verily believe we had forty difFerent forts. 
There was a variety of good wines, of which 
the company drank pretty freely. After meals 
the Germans do not take away the table-cloth, 
nor do the ladies retire by themfelves, as in Eng- 
land; but keep eating of fruits and fwcetmeats, 
and. drinking, though more fparingly, with 
the gentlemen, till the company rife from 
table, that is, for about three hours. When 
the repaft is over, they all go round the room 
with great formality, to make their compli- 
ments : the gentlemen kifs one another, but 
when they come to the ladies, they only 
prefs their lips to their hands. ' The ladies 
lalute each other in the fame, manner as the 
gentlemen, and they all make ufe of a Ger- 
man expreffion, which fignifies the fame as. Much 
good may it do you. Then they fit down and chat 
a little^ and if it be not too late, the gentlemen, 
fmoke another pipe ; but no more drink- 
ing. For my part, I was very glad when the 
company broke up, and after fo much feafting, 
expeded the next morning to want the doftor's 
afliftance in the medical way ; but Providence 
has been fo kind as to preferve me hitherto, in 
the midft of the greatefe dangers. 

Finding ourfelves pretty well the.next day, 

contrary to our expectations, my friend and 

I refolved to pay a vifit to Travemunde, and by 

the way to ^e a curious phaenomenon, namely^ 

K? the 
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the tents of the German emigrants in this 
neighbourhood, who are waiting for fliips 
to tranfport them to Ruffia, The prefent exAr 
prefs has plainly (hewn her great abilities for 
government, in the attention Ihe pays to popu^ 
lation, encouraging foreigners from all parts to 
fettle in that extenfive empire. Above ten thou- 
fand have been already fliipped off from hence,! 
and two thoufand are now encamped in this 
neighbourhood. As excellent as this policy is 
in that great emprefs, no lefs imprudent is the 
conduct of the German princes, ^^o fuflfer 
their country to be drained of its chief ftrength, 
by fuch emigrations. This is owing to the op- 
preffion of the nobility, under whom the x>ea- 
fants live in a ftate of villanage, deprived of the 
comforts, and almoft the neceffaries of life. In 
the Roman catholic provinces, they groan under 
the additional burden of intolerance in religion, 
which occafions fuch numbers of proteftants 
to ileal away from thofe quarters^ There 
were feveral emigrants from the dominions 
of his Pruffian majefty ; but this prince, having 
had intelligence of their elopement, fent an 
officer with peremptory orders to claim all his 
fubjefts, and accordingly they were delivered 
up by the Ruffian commiffary. The Pruffian 
dominions were too much depopulated by the 
laft war, to admit of any migrations ; and at 
no time do 1 believe, that fo wife a prince would 

X have 
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have acqniefced in fo imprudent a meafixre. 
We came to the emigrants encampment early 
in the. morning, in the road to Travemundc, 
and found them regularly lodged in their fe- 
deral twits, fome with their wives and children, 
and fome fingle, tut all in the jnoft wretched 
appearance of poverty. They feemed pleafed, 
however, with the approaching profpeft of 1)et- 
tering their condition, being told that they 
were to have lands in Ruffia, -to cultivate as 

j their own property. Thefe, jperhaps, were but 

airy dreams j yet they hugged themfelvcs with 
the fancy, and enjoyed the pleafing vifion. 
I pitied the poor wretches, who looked half^ 
ftarved and half-naked, tranfporting them- 

I ifelves into a country where they were utter 

! ftrangers, and a country not much famed 

for hofpitality. Befides, I queftion whether 
the condition of peafants be much better in 
Ruflia than in Germany ; but they were made to 
believe fo, and that was fome confolation in 

i their prefent miferable ftate. At the fame time 

I could not help refle(9ing on the happy fituati- 
" on of the common people in England, where 
liberty refcues the poor from opprcflion, and 
enables them to pafs their days in peace, inured 
it is true to ruftic toil, yet bleffed with home- 

, bred plenty. This train of thought recalled to 

\ my memory the following lines : 

* K3 OLi- 
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O Liberty ! thou goddefs heavenly bright^ 
Profufe of blifs, and pregnant with delight j 
Eternal pleafures in thy prefencc reign. 
And finiling Plenty leads thy wanton traiil ; 
Eas'd of her load Subjedion grows more 

Ught, 
And Poverty looks chearful in thy fight ; 
Thou mak'ft the gloomy face of nature gay, 
Giv'ft beauty to the fun, and pleafure to the 
day. 

After a fhort ftay to view this encamp- 
ment, we quitted the melancholy fcene, and 
turned into the road to Travemunde, which 
being planted with trees, forms an agree- 
able avenue. The diftance is not above eight 
miles, and through a pleafant fruitful country. 
We got to Travemunde by noop, and went to 
a pretty good inn famous for dreffing of 
fifli. After we had ordered dinner, we took 
a view of the town, which is very fmall, but 
neatly built. Count Albert of Orlamund, de- 
puty of Waldemar, king of Denmark, erefted 
a ftrong tower here in 12 17, the command of 
which was held in 1262, by Willekinus of 
Stade ; and my reaibn for mentioning hira, is, 
becaufe the writers of thofe times called him, 
Advocatus in turri ^ravenemunde. Th.e tower wa* 
become a great nuifance to the Lubeckers, as it 
commanded the mouth of the river; fo that 
they could not refti till they made themfelves 

matters 
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mafters of this place; which was effected 
at length by purchafe^ in 1320, when they 
gave four thoufand marks for it, to John, 
count of Holftein. They levelled the tower to 
the ground, but furrounded the town with 
walls; and new fortifications have been finde 
added, which render Travemunde a place of 
fome ftrength. The harbour is fafe and com- 
modious, and has the conveniency of a light- 
houfc to dired the marirfers by night. We 
faw a great number of veffels ; thofe of the 
largeft fize are obliged to unload here, the 
river being too Ihallow up to Lubeck. Trave- 
munde, in German, fignifies the mouth, of 
the Trave. This river is of Jio great breadth, 
but of confiderablc depth ; it has its fource in 
the* territory of Wagria, and dutchy of Hol- 
ftein, about four German miles from Lubeck, at 
the village of Giefelradc, and not far from that 
of Sarau ; from thence it fleers its courfe 
weftward to Traverihorft, and joins the little 
ftream of Swpgelbccke, coming from Arenf- 
bocke* and Gniffow ; after which it runs by 
Weniin, into the lake of Werder ; from thence 
it enjerges not far from the village of Werder; 
and after it has received, near a hamlet called 
Ronnow, a rivulet of the fame name, iffuing 
from the lake of Segeberg, it turns its courfe 
fouthward towards Oldefloe, where it begins to 
be navigable, and runs northwards the length 
of fix German miles^ till it reaches Lubeck; 
K 4 above 
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above this city it receives the Steckenitz, and 
below the Swartowe; then continuing its courfe 
four German miles farther, it empties itfelf in- 
to the Baltic at Travemunde. After we had 
furveyedthe place, we returned to our inn, 
where we found our dinner ready, and the fifli 
anfwered our expeftation. We came away 
time enough to get back to Lubeck, before the 
gates were fliut, and repaired direftly to our 
"quarters at the King of England. Wefupped' 
with feveral ftrangers, fome of whom were 
agreeable company. Among others, ^ there 
>vas a foreign officer in the Engliih fervice, 
who is here upon a recruiting party, to 
raife men for the Englifli troops in America. 
Colonel Prevot is upon the fame errand at 
Hamburg,' and I hear that they have both been 
very fuccefsful. Thus you fee that Germany is 
ft ill the officina gentium^ the great nurfery of the 
North, from whence fuch fwarms of men have 
been drawn in all ages, fometimds to people, 
and fometimes to defolate, diftant provinces. 
I forgot to mention to you, when I wrote from 
Hamburg, that I had been to vifit colonel Pre- 
vot, in company with Mr. Matthias. There 
was alfo a genteel youth, lately come from 
Bremen, fon of Mr. Groote, a merchant in 
London. But the principal chara&er was 
M. K. who had been many years refident in 
this city, from the court of Denmark. He is a 
jolly handfome man, turned of fifty, a lover of 

good 
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good cheer, and not without a great (hare of 
vanity. He fays he is retired now from bufinefs^ 
and has purchafed an eftate at a -place called 
Hiiidenberg, in tjie dutchy of Mecklenburg. 
He was born in Uj^er Saxony, yet chofe the; 
latter country to live in, becaufe of the privi- 
leges enjoyed by the nobility. I am furprized 
that a perfon fo long invefted with a public 
charafter, Ihould not fpeak French, efpecially in 
a commercial city; and I fancy his fundioin 
was not of the firft order : it is common here 
for merchants and others to take upon them 
the name of minifters, upon being honoured 
by a crowned head with a few commiifions or 
agencies. M. K. has invited me to come and 
. fee him at his country feat, which is at no 
great diftance from hence ; but it is out of my 
road, and I am not fond of paying vifits to 
gentlemen whofe converfation is intirely con- 
fined to their wines, their horfes, their dogs, 
their lands, and their buildings. This Danifh 
minifler knows not a word of hiftory, or of 
the ftate of Europe; in fliort, he is a mere 
country-fquire. However, he is merry and 
good-humoured; fo that we enjoyed one ano- 
ther's company, in the beft manner poffible. M. 
Oeder feafoned the converfation with an ac- 
count of his travels in England ; and the night 
being far fpent, we retired to our refpeftive 
apartments, 

I have 
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I have now fecn almoft every thing that is 
carious in this city, and the neighbourhood^ 
and muft think of fetting out from hence in a 
day or two for the dutchy of Mecklenburg. 
Captain H. called upon me to-day, to take his 
leave of me, and to know whether I had any 
commands for. Copenhagen. He propofes tak- 
ing his pafTage in the packet-boat, which fails 
once a fortnight for that capital; and preiies 
me very much to be of the party. I own that 
if it was earlier in the feafon, and the captain 
was riot fo intolerably vociferous, I fhould have 
liked the propofal, were it only to have the plea- 
iiire of paying my refpeds to count Bothmar, 
who gave me, an invitation to come and fpend 
a month or two in Denmark, before I returned 
to London. But as it willb^ fometime before the 
count can be in Copenhagen (for you know he is 
to attend the queen of Den mark from England) 
I {hould be too late in the year, and be obliged 
to fpend my winter in Denmark or Germany. 
My good friend M. Oeder prbpofes leaving this 
city in a day or two, and after he has vifited a 
few more places in Holftein, he expefts to reach 
Copenhagen before the beginning of winter. 
He has alfo tempted me very much to take a 
trip to the , Danifli capital ; flattering me with 
the hopes of finding fome MS in the king's lu 
brary, which would illuftrate my defign ; but 
this is all an uncertainty, fo that I cannot with 
any reafon or prudence think of altering my 

original 
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original plan. I . am now upon the borders of 
the dutchy of Mecklenburg, the feafon is not 
too far advanced, and the weather is exceeding 
fine ; I apprehend therefore it is my bufinefs to 
confine my expedition to the furvcy of that 
province, and then make the beft of my way 
back to England. I fhall take the poll- waggon 
from hence to Wifmar, where I intend to 
make' a ihort ftay, and from thence proceed to 
Roftock. The fcene I am entering upon is new; 
few or no Engliih travellers have ever given 
any account of the dutchy of Mecklenburg ; fo 
that I hope I &all henceforward be able to for* 
nifh you with variety of new matter. In the 
mean time, I wifli ybu a good deal of diverfion 
in the country, and conclude with the ufua! 
declaration of being. 

Dear Sir, yours, &Ci 
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Wifmmu Septmbir 9, 1 766. 

Dear Siit» 

I Left Lubeck, my favourite town, the 5tli 
inftant^ after dining in company with my 
worthy friend M. Oeder, and returning him 
thanks for all his civilities. Having experien- 
ced the good effefts of the poft-waggon £rom 
Hamburg, I refolved to go to Wifmar in the 
like vehicle; and accordingly took place for 
this city, which is diftant from Lubeck feven 
German, or about thirty, Englifli miles. This 
carriage fets out from Lubeck, in fummer, tin 
Wednefdays and Saturdays, at five in the morn- 
ing ; but in winter, on Tuefdays and Fridays, 
at five in the evening, and returns on Tuefday 
and Friday morning. I paid for my perfon about 
five fliillings and four pence, and for my trunk 
half a crown. The company were far from be- 
ing difagreeable ; there was among the reft a ve- 
nerable clergyman, the rector of Ribnitz in 
Mecklenburg, with whom I had made 'a flender 

acquaintance 
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acquaintance at Lubeck. We fet oflF about fivc> 
and pafled by tjie Jerufalem-bcrg on our left, and 
a plecrfaiit wood on the right, remarkable for a 
pretty village in the neighbourhood called If- 
raelitedof ff. The eyteningwas fine, and the coun* 
try looked exceeding pleafant; but the rosid 
was all a deep iand ; a circumftance which made 
it heavy trivelling, till w;e came to Schlukup, 9 
fifhing village c«i the Trave, four miles from 
Lubeck. Thi^ h the boundary of that repub- 
lic's territory; tixep turning out of the road of . 
Travemunde^ we entered thedutchy of Meek* 
lenburg, by a flip of the principality of Ratze- 
burg, which belongs to the duke, of Mecklen- 
burg Strelitz. Th? road now ^ew worfe tka> 
ever, being encumbered with Istfge rugged ftones, 
which lay fcattered about Thus it continued 
all the way tUl we came to Daflau, a town be- 
longing to the duke of Mecklenburg Schwerin, 
The good parfon, and the othe^ palTengers, com- 
forted themfelves. with their pipes by the way, 
mid with chanting religious fongs. The poft- 
waggon generally travels all night,. but in fome 
places it flops,; like our ftage-coaches, to givj^i 
time for the paffengers to eat their fupper, 
and refrefli themfelves with moderate flumben 
Daffau in feveral maps is reprefented as a town, 
but it is only a village, in antient times known 
by the name 9f Dariau. It ftands on a river caUed 
the Stopenis, which there forms a 'linall lake, 

and 
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and runs into the Trave, in the neighbour^ 
hood of Travcmunde, difiant from hence 
but four Engliih miles. In the hiflory of 
Mecklenburg, Daflau is famous for a cattle 
belonging to the counts of Holftein, whick 
ferved as a receptacle; to a gang of banditti, 
who infefted the highway, but was taken and 
razed to the ground, by an anceftor of the pre- 
fent dukes of Mecklenburg, in 1262. As I 
knew that there was nothing to be fcen in this 
village, I was the more eafy for entering it in 
the night. The inn made a moft wretched ap- 
pearance ; yet we met with pretty good accom- 
modation. There were but two ifpare beds in 
the houfe, one of which was affigned to the 
clergyman, and the other to myfelf ; the reft 
of the company, and there were fonie gentle* 
men on horfpback, all lay upon ftraw: This 
manner of lying is not fo difagreeable as you 
may imagine ; I had often tried it before and 
never found it a hardChip. I offered my bed to 
a Swediih officer, who did not feem to be in a 
good ftate of health ; but he would by no 
means accept of it. The ftraw is fpread on the 
ground, and raifed towards the head ; over it 
they lay a flieet, and a pillow for each traveller, 
and they all lie dowii in a row. The greateft in- 
delicacy is, that the women fleep in the fame 
room ; but then they undrefs thepifelves, that 
is, they take oflf their gowns only, in another 

apartment^ 
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apartment. The room is always warmed to a 
proper degree, by means of the ftove. The 
clergyman faid prayers before he retired, and 
the company all joined with him in ah exem-* 
plary manner. We were come no more than 
twelve or fourteen Englifli miles, yet was I 
tired with the jolting, as if I had travelled an 
hundred miles in England. Glad I was then to 
retire to my apartment, and lay my wearied 
bones down, recalling to my mind, the fol- 
lowing beautiful lines of the poet, which I 
doubt not but, before I get back to England, 
will often recur to my thoughts. 

As when a traveller, a long day paft. 
In painful fearch of what he cannot find. 
At night's approach, content with the next 

cot. 
There ruminates a-while his labour loft. 
Then cheers his heart with what. his fate 

affords, ,. 

And chants his fonnets to deceive the time, 
'Till the due feafon calls him to repofe^. 

I was roufed out of a profound fleep, one of the 
greateft hardlhips a traveller can undergo, be- 
tween three and four; and after we had refrelhed 
ourfelves with coflFee, which is the conftant cuf- 
tom in Germany, the horfes were put to, and 

• Young's Night Thoughts. 

we 
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yrc refumed our journey. By the violent ihak-^ 
ing of the vehicle, we found the road w^s ftiJQl 
very bad, but we could not as yet well difiin- 
guifli the face of the country. The clergyman 
and the reft of the company betook themfelves 
to their beloved tubes, in order to qualify the 
cold ain 

Now morn, her rofy fteps in the orient cltme^ 
Advancing, fow'd the earth with eaftcm 
pearlj 

when the company knocked out their pipes, 
and they all began to chant their religious 
hymns with the greateft devotion. The Swe* 
difh officer fang the beft- of them all ; fo that one 
would imagine him fitter to head a chdir> than 
a body of foldiers. But I have been told, that 
the officers of that nation, in general, though 
celebrated for their courage, are not afliamed to 
Ihew fome external figns of religion. The fuQ 
had now driven the rifing mifts away, and we 
could diflingnifh the country all round, which 
made a very good appearance. Itwasmoftly com 
lands, with fome woods at a diftance. The road 
alfo grew a vaft deal better; not that it fecmed 
to be improved by human art; but it was fo na- 
turally from the goodnefs of the foil, unincum- 
bered with pebbles aftd ftones. We now jogged 
merrilyon, and by eight . o^clock reached the 

town 
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town of Grevefmuhlen, about eight miles from 
Daflfau. 

. Grevefmuhlen^ in antient records, is fiiled 
Contitis Moluy of the count's mill ; but how it 
came to be fo called, I cannot difcover. The 
town is but fmall^ and indifferently built, hav- 
ing been often burnt down, -and laft of all in 
1756, There is a gate at each end, but the walls 
have not as yet been quite rebuilt. The church 
belonging to the town was formerly very richly 
endowed, but the bifhop of Ratzeburg'obtained 
a grant from the archbifliop of Bremen in 
1363, by which the revenues of this church 
were united to thofe of Ratzeburg, in Order to 
fupport the bifhop's table. The count de 
Bochmar has a very good eftate, five miles 
from hence, where his lady and mother re- 
iide at prefent. There was a toll eftablilhed 
here by the dukes of Mecklenburg, in 1472, 
from which the Lubeckers^ however, are ex- 
empt. Th^ town has an Hanoverian garrifon, 
this being one of the places mortgaged to 
that eleftoratei for the expences incurred in 
e;?cecuting the imperial commiffion againft 
Charles Leopold, duke of Mecklenburg. But of 
this tranfacUon, . and the prefent ftate oi the 
mortgage, perhaps,! fhall give ybu a farther ac- 
count another opportunity. We breakfafted at 
the poft-houfe, and after rambling a little about 
VoLvL L the 
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the town, we again returned to our waggon- 
The road was very good, and continued fo all 
the way to Wifmar. The country looked 
beautiful, being a fucceffion of hills and dales, 
diverfified with lakes, meadows, woods and 
corn fields. By ten o'clock we got to Plulkow, 
a pleafant village, fix miles from Grevefmuhlen. 
We had not travelled a mile farther, when the 
landfcape improved, and we had a delightful 
view of the fea, and the town and haven of Wif- 
mar, at about five miles diftance. The lofty fpires 
of that city made a grand appearance, and the 
country to the right rifing in gentle eminences, 
gave it a very ftrong refemblance of England. 
We arrived at this city between twelve and 
one : my fellow-travellers, the clergyman, and 
the reft, except the Swedifh oflicer, ftaid only a 
few hours to refrefh themfelves, and went on 
to Roftock ; but as I intended to take a tho- 
rough furvey of the town, which would re- 
quire a few days, I parted with them, and fixed 
my refidence at a very good inn called the 
Poft-horn, in the principal ftreet, not far from 
the market-place. 

Wifmar is the chief town in the dutchy of 
Mecklenburg, next to Roftock. The origin of 
it, like that of moft great cities, is oblcure. 
Some pretend it takes its name from the words. 
Wifche^ and Uoor^ fignifying morafies and fens, 

among 
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among which it is fituated ; others deduce ' 
it from the German words Wijfe meer^ which 
imply a fure harbour. Others again de- 
rive its name from Wifimar, king of the Van- 
dals, who is faid to have built a town or village 
on this fpot, in the year 340. The magiftrates 
have favoured the tradition, by the following 
infeription over a window of the town-houfe : 
Hac civitas condita ejl a Wifmaro. The old town 
was afterwards deftroyed, and out of its ruins, 
together with thofc of the neighbouring city 
of Mecklenburg, was formed in the 1 3th cen- 
tury, the prefent town of Wifmar. This ho- 
nour is commonly attributed to Gunzelinus III. 
count of Schwerin, tho' others have refuted that 
opinion, and made John the Theologian, one 
of the anceftors of the prefent duke, the chief 
reftorer of Wifmar. By the conveniency of the 
haven, Wifmar rofe in procefs of time to com- 
mand an extenfive commerce, and even to be in- 
cluded am6ng the Hanfe towns. At the treaty 
of Weftphalia,it was ceded to the Swedes, toge- 
ther with the ifland of Poel, and the bailiwic of 
New Clofter. The Swedes took great pains to 
fortify it; the fituation, indeed, contributed to 
its ftrength, being furrounded on one fide by the 
fea, and on the other by a morafs : it was reck- 
oned the Dunkirk of the North, till the year 
17x7, when it was difmantlcd by the Danes and 
L 2 Frufiiaus^ 
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Pruflians, to whom it had been obliged to fufr 
render, the preceding yean In this condition^ 
it was afterwards refkored to the Swedes, in 
whofe pofleffion it Hill contifibues. 

Notwithftanding £o many revohitioas^ Wif- 
mar is ftill a good handfome town, and well de- 
ferving a ftranger's curiofity. -I wai* recom- 
mended here to M. Boltenfierit)^ a learned and 
ingenious gentleman, who bears the title of ile-^ 
cretary to the government of Wifmar. He 
was fo polite as to introduce me into the beft 
companies, and to aflift me in gaining every ne- 
ceflary information. 

The ftreets of Wifmar are pretty regular, the 
houfes well built, bnt not very high j they 
have all pyramldical tops ; and, what I reckon x 
horrid nuifance, the fpouts projeft into the 
middle of the ftreet The town is not at all 
populous, trade being at a very low ebb ; fa 
that grafs grows even in the great notarket-place. 
One piece of vanity I obferved, is, that gentle- 
men never walk abroad, without a fervant ta 
attend them ^ and this is the practice through 
the whole dutchy of Mecklenburg. They fel- 
doffi wear neckcloths, but black crapes about 
their necks. Another Angular cmftom they 
have, of walking about the town- in boots, 
which is pradifed by gentlemen, as well as 
by the common people, and may be conve- 
nient in . rain and fnow, but feems trouble- 

fome 
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feme in fine weather. With regard to the 
ladies, I Qbferved nothing paiticular, but their 
mourning drefs^ which is very deep indeed ; 
their forehead is covered with black crape ; and 
when they go abroad, they wear a crape veil, 
which hides their faces. 

The town-houfe is large, and makes a hand- 
fome appearance on the outfide ; but within 
there is nothing worth feeing^ The market-' 
place, where it ftands, is fpacious and well 
built. Ovcr»againft it is a handfome fountain, 
with the following infcription : 

Anno Domini nojlri Jefu Chrijii i66ijftrudura 
bacce exftitit Anno Dominico , , . cw 0€« S. P. ^W. 
Joannes Tritze 4e Heiderstorf Mfnia. opfido driundus 
fontem feliciter aperuit. Soli Deo fit gloria^ fint gra- 
tia foli Deo. Hanc civitatem is protegaty concordia 
Jemper beet. 

The whole concluded with thefe verfes : 

Dulcis aqua dum permultis urgebat ab annis 

Wifmariam^ finis nefitaypauperies ; 
Vidimus advehier zythi codoribus undas 

Ex puteh parvoj atfapius are gravi. 
Ntligitur nm cur a pat rum tentavitj ut ejjet 

Civibus haudfizlfa copia major aqua. 
Pars his confuluit puteis accerfere lymphas^ 

Pars ex Schwerini nititur arte lacu. 
At licet eximiis remfumptibus aggrederetur^ 

De/lititj incajfum dum labor o?nms abit, 

hi Sed 
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Sedpatrum miferate Deus conamina nobis 
Nunc te dante fluit fons falientis aqua. 

Hum tu dementi foflhac bonitate perennem 
Wifmaria ferves : hancce tibi hofpitium. 

Namque hac Jlruiluraceu civibus affluit unda, 
Hos tibijic gratos percupimufque pios. 

There are three principal churches in Wif- 
mar, St. Mary's, St. Nicholas's, and St. George's. 
St. Mary's is a fine Gothic building, decorated 
with a very high fteeple, from whence there is 
a beautiful profpecl of the town, the adjacent 
country, and the Baltic. I mentioned in my 
firft volume of Vandalia, that there is an iron 
rail round the front of this church, reckoned 
an excellent piece of workmanlhip ; but this is 
a miftake, which I copied from other writers ; 
and whatever there may have been formerly, 
there is no fuch rail extant at prefent. I had 
the curiofity to go to the top of the fteeple, but 
the fteps or ladders are fo perpendicular, that 
I paid dear for my curiofity, fpr I am not yet 
recovered from the exceffive fatigue I fuftained 
in climbing. The profpecl, indeed, was amazing* 
ly fine ^ but though I got up by myfelf, I was 
obliged to have a. man to aflift me in defcending, 
being in danger every ftep of tumbling down. 
The infide of the church is ornamented in the 
Lutheran way, with variety of images andfe- 
pulchral monuments, and the cieling is remark- 
ably 
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kbly handfome. The other two churches are 
likewife Gothic buildings ; none of them are 
kept clean, and what gave me great oflFence, 
was, that the columns or pillars were not plaif- 
tered over, but naked to the very brick. In St 
George's I faw the figure of a large dragon^ 
done to the life, which is much admired ; the 
fteeple was beat down in the laft fiegc. 

From the churches I went to Tee the caftle, 
which was built in the beginning of the laft 
century by the two brothers, John Albert and 
Adolphus Frederick, dukes of Mecklenburg. 
The greateft part of it is in ruins, and what re- 
mains is not kept in the beft order. Over the 
gate is an infcription almoft intifely de- 
faced, and I could only make out the words, 
Joannes Albertus fumptibufque. In this caftle the 
Swedes keep the archives of their German 
territories ; and here alfo they hold a court of 
jtidicature, to which they give the pompous 
name of Summum regium tribunal Wifmarienfe. 
The prefident of this tribunal is the baron de 
Schwerin, a very able magiftrate. He has un- 
der him- a vice-prefident, and fix afleflbrs. They 
have alfo a confiftory in this town, for ecclefi- 
Jlftical affairs ;* and a gymnafium, or public 
fchool, under the direftion of eight matters. 
Secretary Boltenfterh had given previous nptiee 
of my coming to Mr. Kutemeir, libraris^n aod 
regifter of the archives, who politely attend- 
ed to fhew us the apartments, ' Here we faw 

L 4 . a few 



jSt LETTER IV. 

a few paintings, not at all remarkable, except 
a pifture of Charles Guftavys, l^ing of Swedenj^ 
which 'is admirably well done. From tjie apart- 
ments of the tribunal,, we; proceeded to the ar-. 
chives, where we found a great nun^ber of re- 
cords,, all in very good order. I had thecuriofir. 
ty to look into fcveral, but they moftly related 
to the aflPairs of Sweden. The adjoining library 
15 a very large room, well flocked with books> 
but chiefly relating to the law. The founder 
©f it was the celebrated Mevius, a learned civi-r 
lian in the laft century, who bequeathed hii^ 
books to the public ufe. His pifture is hung 
up in the room, from a grateful regard to his 
memory. 

Upon my return with M. Boltenftern to the 
Poft-horn, I found that a Mecklenburg gentle- 
man hud been inquiring for me, who ftiied him-, 
felf the baron de Hqbe, feigneur de Warbelow. 
He was here upon an excurfipn with M. 4e 
Brand, graxid veneur, or great huntfman to the 
duke of Mecklenburg Schwerin. 'As his lodg* 
ing was at no great diftance, I Tent my compli- 
ments to him, acquainting him with my return, 
and that I fliould be glad to fee him at the Poft- 
horn, or wait upon him at his lojiging, accord- 
ing as he fliould think proper. The baroii 
came in a little time, and addreffed me in very 
good Englifli, exprefling great pleature at fee- 
ing a.Britifli fubjed in that part of the \yorld. 

I He 
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Pe had been two or three years in England, 
where he married an Englifli lady, of very great 
beauty, and virtue ; but who unfortunately died 
about a fortnight jigo in child-bed. I could 
not help being siffefted with this melancholy 
pircumftancc, which feem^d to fpread a de^ 
gloom over his countenance. He had one 
daughter who was very young ; but fo 4ifconr 
folate was he for the lofs of his lady, that 
he could not bear the fight of home, and he 
.had been advifed by his friends to ramble in 
prdcr to diflipate his melancholy. Having fomc 
afiairs to fettle at Wifmar, he had made this 
his firft excurfion, and the very next d^y he 
defigned to fet out for England. Juft when 
he had finiihed his melancholy ftory, M. de 
Brand, the grapd veneur, eame in; and immedi- 
ately (Changing • the converfation, propofed a 
bowl of punch. This M. de Brand is a boon 
companion, whofe whole time is fpent in riding 
about, and facrificing at the altar of Bacchus. 
The baron de Hobe agreed to the propofal, and 
made the punch himfelf, being ufed to that 
composition in England. Secretary Boltenftern, 
who never had tailed any fuch beverage, fcemed 
to be much pleafed with it. By nine, an elegant 
fuppcr was ready, the glafswent brifklyround,^ 
when the good baron feemed to put On a 
^hparful afpeft, and to follow the grand ve- 
neur a 
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ncur's advice, in giving forrow to the wind. 
His converfation chiefly turned oh the pleafure 
he had enjoyed in England, adding, that if 
his affairs would permit him, he fliould be glad 
to fpend the remainder of his days in that happy 
country. When the company broke up, which 
was pretty late, he went with me to my room, 
to give me a direftion where to write to him 
in England, which was at Copehole'Sj in Suffolk 
ftreet. He then fell again into chit-chat, and 
the idea of his late lady reviving, he expa-* 
tiated pn her charms, till he burft out into a 
flood of tears. At length the watchman^s loud 
cry of one o'clock obliged him to depart, after 
great profeflions of friendfliip on each fide. 
But I had not been an hour in bed, when I 
was roufed out of my fleep by a loud thunder- 
ing at the door, and found it was the baron's 
fervant, who was come back for his matter's hat. 
I was obliged to get up, and, after wiihing his 
mafter a good journey, I attempted to compofe 
myfelf once more; but was fain to pafs the 
whole night in broken flumbers. 

The next day fecretary Boltenftern called 
upon me, to complain of the punch, which he 
faid had given him a head-acH ; but I believe it 
was his mixing champagne and other liquors, 
that Gccafioned his diforder. Foreigners have a 
notion that punch is a very ftrong beverage, 
not reflecting that it is a compofition which 

may 
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may be lowered to what degree you plcafe. To 
remove the fecretary's head-ach, I propofed 
taking a walk to the key, and viewing the 
harbour. This was very acceptable, and the 
fecretary faid he would call upon M. Afliberg, 
a Swedifli gentleman, furveyor of the port of 
Wifmar, who would make one of the party. I 
had been in company with M. Alhbcrg before, 
at the Poft-horn, and knew hin;i to be a moft 
agreeable gentleman. He ordered us a boat 
well manned, and propofed taking a trip to 
the ifle of Poel. We agreed to it, jFor fuch 
trips made part of my general plan ; and affer 
we had been joined by fome more gentlemen, 
among the reft by two Swedifh officers, one of 
whom had been in England, and fpoke very 
good Englilh, we fet off upon our expedition. 
The key bf Wifmar is very pleafant j there is 
no tide in the Baltic, fo that the water is al- 
ways of the fame depth. Veffels of burthen 
cannot come up to the town, the water being 
but eight feet deep ; but we faw feveral men 
at work to deepen it, if poffible, to twelve feet. 
There were but a few fmall craft then before 
the town, and not above a fliip or two in 
the harbour. In fliort, there is a total ftagna- 
tion of trade, though the haven is one of the 
beft and fafeft in the Baltic. I do not fee of 
what great utility this place is now to the 
Swedes, as they have no territory belonging 

to 
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to it, and the fortifications are intirelydemolife^ 
^d» FoFroerly, indeed^ when it was a goo4 
fortrefs, and they were mafters of the dutchies 
of Bremen and Vcrden, it might have been of 
ibme fervice to that nation, being the centre 
of government for their German dominions; 
But as they arc now reduced to only a p;irt of 
Pomerania, they might very well part, with 
Wifmar; for Stralfund would fufficiently fe* 
cure their communication with Germany, I 
have been informed that the duke of Mecklen- 
burg Schwerin is about purchafing this town 
back again of the crown of Sweden. This would 
be worth his while, becaufe it is in the very, 
center of his country, A trade from hence might 
be opened between Mecklenburg and the north* 
cm crowns, which Sweden, at prefent, does not 
jpncourage. It feems to be the policy of mOf 
dem nations to rule their cojiquerecj provinces 
with a rod of iron. The inhabitants of this city 
complain that all lucrative employments are in 
the hands of foreigners; that the country is op^ 
prcffed by Swedifti troops ; that the intereft 
of the natives is neglected; and commercial 
improvements abfolutely difcouraged. I wiU 
not pretend to fay how far this may be true ; 
but it is certain that the peojple of Wifmar are 
in a moft wretched condition. I make no 
doubt but th^y would be glad to return under 
the dominion of their ancient and natural lords 

the 
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the dukes of Mecklenburg, who would acquire 
th«eby a confiderable acceffion of wealth and 
power* The fecularizing of the bifliopric of 
Scbwerin, in , their favour, at the treaty of 
Weftphalia, was no equivalent for Wifmar, 
\^hich may properly be ftiled the key of Meck- 
lenburg. 

But to return to bur expedition : we foon 
paffed the boom, or entrance of the key, whic^ 
is (hut up every night like that of Hamburg j 
snd 191^ rowed to a bank of fand, at a fmall di* 
ftance, where formerly ftobd the famous for- 
trcfs or callle called the Whale, which was de* 
molifiied with the reft of the fortifications in 
1717 : we went a-fhore, and dined upon our 
own provifions, at a poor little public-houfc, 
^hich; affords only accommodations for fifher- 
men* Here we fiiw fome of the ruins of the fort, 
which commanded the entrance of the har- 
bour. The wind being fair, we hoifted fail, and 
proceeded to the ifland of Poel, about four miles 
firomWifinar; we found the ifland a pleafant 
place, and tolerably well inhabited; towards dulk 
we got hack to town, greatly delighted withi 
our excurfion, and adjourned to the Poft-horn^ 
wheix we fupped and concluded the evening. 
In the midft of our entertainment, one of the 
company. Dr. Burmeifter, a learned antiquarian, 
took a,n opportunity of congratulating the 
dutchyoE Mecklenburg, on its happy connexion 
with England, by mcansof her majefty's aufpici- 

cus 
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ous nuptials. He then expatiated in the queen^s 
praife, and called on th^ company to drink pro- 
fperity to Great Britain and Mecklenburg. He 
farther obferved, that it was natural for the two 
nations to have a regard for each other, fince 
the Angli, from whom the Englifh are defcend* 
cd, came originally from this part of Germa- 
ny. This propofition raifed the attention of 
the company, and the doftor, continuing the 
argument, attempted to prove, that the Angli 
were a people who dwelled on thi« part of the 
Baltic^ and were afterwards invited over to 
Britain. Tacitus, he faid, is the firft that men- 
tions them by iiame; foji Albim fupra Cinibros^ 
Reudigniy Aviones^ Angli ^ VarinL As the Angli 
were joined in their expedition by the Saxons, 
they muft have bordered upon the latter, whom 
Ptolemy places upon the neck of the Cherfonefus 
Cimbrtca^ This fixes the fituation of the Varini 
and the Angli ; the former inhabiting thatpart 
of the dutchy of Mecklenburg, which extends 
along the banks of the Warnow; and the latter 
the remaining part of the country as far as Lu- 
beck^. Such a difplay. of erudition was at firft 
productive of furprizc^, but afterwards created 
a good deal of merriment ; the company .wifhr 
ing me joy, that the doctor had proved the 
^ecklenburghers and the Englifh to be one and 
the fame nation. The doftor being pcrfedly well 
ver^e4 in ancient geography, did not chufe to 

.. • This is a]{b the opinion of Cloverias. 
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drop his favourite fubjeft, but entered upon the 
antiquities of Wifmar, in order to fliew that 
this city is the ftrsp* Mtfp/»K/^, or the fecond Mari- 
one, mentioned by Ptolemy, and that Ham- 
burgh is the firft. His conjefture ,was founded 
on Ptolemy's placing the fecond Marione at 
the very beginning of the Sinus Codanus^ or 
Baltic fea, a fituation which can agree with no 
haven fo well as that of Wifmar. The conver- 
fation, at length, growing too ferious, M. Afli- 
berg called for another fubjeft ; and one of the 
Swedifli officers, who, as I mentioned to you 
before, fpoke very good Englifh, fung the fol- 
lowing hymn in praife of Woden, the God of 
War, tranflated out of the Edda into Latin, by 
Bartholine, and from thence into Engliih. 



We, with fwords, our valour prov'd; 
This my Jaughter always movM. 
When with Woden I fliall be. 
Seats fliall be prepared for me ; « 
There our ale in brimmers flows. 
And the hollow fkulls of foes 
For our pitchers we fliall choofe. 
No brave man e'er fiirinks at Death : 
When I once refign my breath. 
No defpairing words fliall flow. 
That reluctantly I go 
To great Woden's court bdow* 

With 



} 
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With the dead I long to be : 
Now the Dyfe * beckon me ; 
Whom great Woden from his hall 
Sent,' and ordered me to call. 
In the As'sLf lofty houfe 
I ihall fit^ and ale caroufe. 
Hours, of life already fly. 
Let me laugh, and laughing die. 

The company were pleafed with the tune 
which was very martial; but as they did 
not underftand the words, he fung a German 
fong, the purport of which was. 

War is^toil and trouble. 
Honour but an empty bubble. 

This^fpread a vein of joy through all the com- 
pany ; each fung in his turn, till it was time 
to retire, and all parted in pcrffecl friendfhip 
and harmony. 

The day following I went with a Swedifli offi- 
cer to view the ruins of the old fortifications, 
which made fo great a figure in the beginning 
of this century. They were demolifbed in fo 
efFeftual a manner, that fcarcc aiiy veftiges of 
them are remaining, only we could difcem 
fome traces of the ditches. There is ftill a 

• The Dyfae were inferior goddKffts, the mefiei^w of the 
great Woden. 

f As, or Afus; was another name for Woden, among the 
ancient Germans,. and figniiicd the Deity by way of excel- 
lence. 

good 
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good deal of ftagnating water in the neighbour- 
hood, befides two rivulets that difcharge them- 
felves, one on the right and the other on the 
left fide, into the harbour. TJie officer was 
well acquainted with the art of engineering, 
. and could tell the name of every out-work 
and baftion that formerly belonged to this city. 
There were fixteen out-works, and fourteen 
baflions : the latter had the pompous names of 
Erictis, Scipio, Alaricus, Vefpafianus, Guftavus 
Adolphus, Alexander Magnus, Carolus XI. 
Julius Caefar, Carolus Guftavus, Auguftus, 
Hannibal, Cyrus, Guftavus I. 

The Swedes, at prefent, have but a fmall 
garrifon in Wifmar, not above three companies 
of foot. They are ftout looking fellows, but 
not very tall ; their uniform is much like the 
Pruffian's, fliort blue coats, the fleeves turned 
tip with red^ and broad white belts of buiF lea- 
ther. The officers are moft of them well made 
men, remarkable for complaifance and gen- 
teel behaviour. 

Though the inhabitants of Wifmar are under 
the Swedifh government, they have not acquir- 
cd cither the manners or language of that na- 
tion, but remain conformable in both thofe re- 
fpefts to the reft of the natives of Mecklenburg. 
The language is the fame as that fpokeil at Ham- 
burg and Lubeck, which they diftinguiih by the 
name of Plat Deutch, or Low Dutch, and bears 
a great refemblance to the Anglo-Saxon, as you 

Vol. I. M ' may 
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may find upon ' comparing it with Juniu&'s 
Anglo-Saxon gofpels, and other Anglo-Saxon 
books. I was fui^rized not to find a coffee* 
houfe in Wifmar, and no more than one book- 
feller's fliop; but they have feveral taverns 
where they meet in clubs^ much after the En- 
glifli manner, I fpent a couple of hours at one 
of them this evening, after I had been with my 
friend the fecretaiy, to fee the water-works, 
or the machine by which water is conveyed to 
the different parts of the town. The machine 
is ingenious, and worthy of a traveller's curio- 
fity ; it is in a little tower, towards the fldrts 
of the town. When I came to the club, I 
found the company very genteel and fociable. 
M. Boltenftern wanted me to ftay in Wifinar 
fome days longer; but as this is not a place 
likely to afford any materials towards my 
hiftory, I begged to be excufed, and propofe 
fetting out to-morrow. I have made fome al- 
teration in my plan, for I intended to have gone 
from hence directly to Roftock; but the fecreta- 
ry having fome bufinefs at Schwerin, has preffed 
me to ht of the party, I have agreed to his pro* 
pofal for two reafons j one, that I fliall have an 
opportunity of vifiting the fpot on which flood 
the ancient city of Mecklenburg, in the road 
between Wifmar and Schwerin ; the othej, 
that in my way from Schwerin to Roftock, I 
fliall pafs through the town of Butzow, where 
an univerfity has been lately founded by the 

prefent 
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prefent duke of Mecklenburg Schwerin. Be- 
fides, 1 am informed that profeffor J^inus, 
one of the moft learned men in Meck- 
lenburg, is now at Butzow ; and I have ftrong 
recommendations to that gentleman. The fe- 
cretary takes me with him in his own carriage, 
which is an open phaeton, fo that I fliall make 
this little journey without the jolting of the 
poft-waggon, and ftill have the fatisfaclion 
of viewing the country. Adieu! I have no 
more room left, but juft to fubfcribe myfelf. 

Dear Sir, yours, &c. 



LETTER V. 

Butztiu, September 15, 1766. 

Dear Sir, 

IN my laft I acquainted you with my refolu- 
tion of vifiting this town, before I went to 
Roftock; and I am very glad I did, as I have had 
the pleafure of meeting here with profeffor 
^pinrus, with whom it has been my particular 
ambition to be acquainted, 

• / M 2 This 
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The tenth inftant, at nine in the morning, 
I fet out from Wifinar for Schwerin, in com- 
pany with my good friend fecretary Boltcn- 
ftcrn. The diftance between the two cities is 
four German, or fixteen Englifii, miles. The 
road is very good, indeed by much the beft I 
have feen in this part of Germany. Yet 
we drove but flowly, for we did not reach 
Mecklenburg, which is only one German mile 
from Wifmar, till half an hour after ten. The 
inhabitants of this country very feldom either 
drivp or ride faft, but move almoft with Spanifh 
gravity. The country through which we 
paffed, was beautiful and well cultivated, form- 
ing a gradual afcent up to Mecklenburg. I had 
hdard and read fo much of this once famous 
city, thaPt I propofed Hopping fome time to view 
the fituation, and to inquire whether there 
were any ruins worthy of notice. The fe- 
cretary was glad to oblige me, and told me he 
would introduce me to the duke's fteward. 
Accordingly we waited upon him, and were 
received with great courtefy and politenefs. 
Being made acquainted with the motive of 
my journey, he offered us his fervice in every 
thing in his power ; but as for ruins he could 
fhew us none, for there were none remaining. 
The village does not contain above a dozen 
cottages, befides the fteward's houfe, which is a 
tolerable neat building. On the other fide of 

I the 
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the road, upon a riling ground, embowered in 
trees, ftands an ancient church, with a di- 
minutive fpire ; and not far from thence runs 
a purling ftream, forming all together a ve- 
nerable and romantic appearance. 

My friend and I furveyed every part oV the 
adjacent ground, but could find no veftiges of 
walls, or ancient' buildings, nor any other ap- 
pearance by which we could co^clude this to 
have been the fite of a city of fuch repute. 
But what fiirprized me, was there being no 
river or navigable ftream, to a place renowned 
for- its extenfive commerce. This brought a 
conjefture to my mind, that the foiith part 
of the city might have terminated in this 
fpot ; but that the buildings extended north- 
ward from hence to Wifmar, which in Jll pro- 
bability was the haven of Mecklenburg. My 
reafon for this opinion was, that fuch a com- 
merce could hardly be carried on without 
a navigable ftream, and that Wifmar is ,not 
mentioned in hiftory (and I pay no great re- 
gard to traditions) till after the ruin of Meck- 
lenburg. From thence a prefumption arifes, 
that they were not two diftinft cities, but that 
the part bordering on the fea afiumed the name 
of Wifmar, when the remaining part, where 
formerly ftood the regal palace, fell to decline. 
But this I give only as a conjefture. 

M 3 Meek- 
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Mecklenburg, though now an infignificant 
village, was once a powerful nxetropolis, and 
the refidence of the kings of the Obotrites. 
Like many other feats of empire, it has under^- 
gone ftrange revolutions, but it ftill gives name 
to one of the moft refpeftable families in Ger- 
many. The origin of it is involved in fable ; 
but it niuft be of great antiquity, fince vulgar 
tradition attributes it to Anthyrius the firft, 
king of the Vandals. It is faid to have been 
twenty miles in circumference, fi'om whence, 
according to fome authors, it took its name of 
Magnopolis or Megapolis. The firft mention 
we find of it in hiftory, is in Adam of Bremen, 
who wrote in the nth century, and calls it 
Mecklenburg. With great probability fome 
writer? derive that name from the old word 
Mechlinj to trade ; the fituation fo near the Bal- 
tic being very advantageous for commerce. 
Mechlin, in Brabant, appears to have been de- 
nominated from the fame origin ; and this word 
is ftill ufed in that fignification, in the North- 
fea, and in the towns of the Hanfeatic alliance. 
As fo large a city could not be conveniently 
cncompaffed with walls, three caftles were 
ereded to keep the inhabitants in awe, and to 
ferve for a defence upon the approach of an 
enemy. Two of thefe were in the extreme parts 
of the town,, and the third was the palace of 
their ancient monarchs, I remember to have 

mentioned 
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mentioned in my Vandalia*, that on the fame 
fpot there is ftill a caftle, known 'by the name 
of Mecklenburg, where a governor appointed 
by the duke ufually refides. But I was mis-in- 
formed, for there is no caftle, nor governor, 
but only the bailiff abovementioned, who lives 
in a common dwelling- houfe. This great city 
continued to* flourifli under its owti fovereigns 
till 1 162, when a crufade, or religious war, be- 
ing fet on foot againft the Venedi, Henry the 
Lion, duke of Saxony and B^Varia, who was at 
the head of the crufade, wrefted it from king 
Pribiflaus IL and granted it to one of his cap- 
tains, named Henry de Scaten. Pribiflaus 
retook it by ftorm in 11 64, but not being 
able to keep pofleflion of it againfl: the fu- 
perior force of the crufaders, rather than 
deliver it up again to the enemy, he fet it 
on fire, and levelled it to the ground. Upon 
the reconciliation of Henry the Lion and 
Pribiflaus, it was rebuilt by this lafl: king of the 
Obotrites in 1 1 70 ; but it never could recover 
its ancient fplendor, and upon the founding or 
enlarging of Wifmar in the 1 3th century, it 
funk infenfibly into a village. - 

Struck with the fate of this metropolis, I 
fat myfelf down on a bench in the church-yard, 
with my friend the fecretary, and began to in- 
dulge a kindly mood of melancholy. ** How 

• P. 400. 
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is the mighty Mecklenburg fallen^ and its 
proud battlements and lofty fpires levelled 
to the ground ! The palaces of kings, whofe 
fway extended along the wide coails of the 
Baltic, aie difiblved into duf); ; and bleating 
fheep now graze in thofe fields, which were once 
filled with fpacious ftreets, and magnificent 
buildings. The bufy fcene of commerce, which 
fpread the/weets of afiluence over an induftri- 
ous land, is changed into a gloomy folitude;and 
lofty oaks, or high-fpreading pines, occupy the 
place of magazines of opulent merchants. How 
tottering the foundations of human grandeur! 
How fleet, how tranfient the fchemes of liabi- 
lity of empire ! Where are now the trophies of 
fo many potent ftates, which filled the world 
with the blaze of their conquefts ? What is be- 
come of Nineveh, the capital of the Aflyrians, 
that exceeding great city of three days journey f Where 
are the remains of Babylon, fo famed for her 
ilately palaces, her high walls, and hanging- 
gardens ? Docs not corn now grow where once 
flood the mighty city of Troy, fo renowned in 
Grecian ftory ? Can we trace the remains of 
Carthage, who maintained fo long a contef^ 
with Rome for the empire of the world ? Are 
not Tyre and Sparta bare names of cities famed, 
the one for commerce, the* other for arms ? 
Rome, even Rome herfelf, the miftrefs of the 
world, is fallen, her majefty is vanifhed, her 

curulc 
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curule chairs are broke, and barbarian conque- 
rors have carried off the Roman ftandards. 

IHa viris armifque potenSy tot nomtna fajits 
. ^i^a dedtty€tfuperis far prope Roma fult^ 
Majejlas cecidit^ fella cecidere curulesy 
Barbaries vidrix Italajigna tulit.^^ 

I was going on with my reverie, when the fe- 
cretary interrupted me, by obferving that fuch 
revolutions were not at all furprizing, but 
founded in nature : that no earthly being what- 
ever has any liability, but is perpetually un- 
dergoing fbme change, from its beginning to 
its final period. God alone being felf-ex- 
iftent and eternal, is exempt from mutability; 
but all things created, whether animate or in- 
animate, are from their very internal formation 
fubjed to corruption. The natural property of 
eVery thing in this world is, that whatever is 
generated, muft pafs thro' the changes of growth, 
corruption, and death ; and as plants and ani- 
mals are fubjeft to thefe gradual mutations, till 
they infenfibly perilh; fo empires, kingdoms, 
republics, and cities, muft pay the fame tribute 
to nature, be fubjed to the like changes, and, 
from a ftate of full growth, experience a gra- 
dual decline, till they arc brought to their final 
diiTolutiou. 



So 
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So revolves the fcene ; 
So time ordains, who rolls the things of pride 
From duft again to duft. 

And as the natural body, either of men or 
beads, is brought to its diffolution by various 
caufes, but chiefly by infirmities and difcafes ; 
fo the body politic, either df a ftate or city, is 
deftroyed, either by internal difeafes, fuch as 
the corruption and difcord of the people, the 
imprudence of governors, the tyranny of princes, 
&c. or by external or adventitious evils, fuch as 
foreign arms, or the calamities of fire, inunda- 
tions, and earthquakes. That the truth of thefe 
observations was afcertained by the hiftory of 
' all ages, and (without mentioning the ruin of 
inferior ftates, as Athens, Sparta, &c.) by 
the fubverfion of the four great monarchies 
of the Affyrians, Perfians, Greeks/ and Ro- 
mans. Kingdoms and cities are the works of 
man; and the works of man ^are all fubjecl 
to mortality. We live in the midfl: of periftiablc 
beings, and it frequently happens that what 
has required the labour of many years to 
erect, is deftroyed in one day, nay in one hour, 
one inftant, either by the barbarity of an enemy, 
or by fomc other unavoidable calamity. — Here 
I expefted the fecretary would have finiihed; 
but he begged leave to mention a paflage that 
occurred to him, concerning our prefent fubjed, 
from a letter of Servius Sulpicius to Cicero, 

upon 
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upon the death of his daughter TuUia. « On 
my return from Afia, as I was failing from 
^gina towards Megara, I began ;to contem- 
plate the profpeft of the countries around me. 
iEginawas behind; Megara before me; Piraeus 
on the right ; Corinth on the left : all which 
towns, once famous and flourifhing, now lie 
overturned and buried in their ruins. Upon 
this fight, I could not but think prefently with- 
in myfelf, Alas ! how do we poor mortals fret 
and vex ourfelves, if any of our friends happen 
to die, or to be killed, whofe life is yet fo ihort, 
when the carcaffes of fo many noble cities lie 
here expofed before me in one view ?" 

Having thus fufficiently lamented the fate 
of ancient Mecklenburg, we returned to 
the fteward, who infixed on' our accepting of 
a little refrefliment with him ; after which we 
took leave of that gentleman, and mounted 
our phaeton. 

About one o'clock we bad adieu to the vil- 
lage of Mecklenburg, and by three arrived at a 
hamlet called Zickhufe, eight miles from Wif- 
mar. They reckon by computed miles, over 
this whole dutchy ; but I believe one of their 
miles, in general, makes fix Englifh. We dined 
here at a wretched inn, ' where they had no 
wine, but only very bad beer and brandy. By 
five o'clock we reached a village called Kirch- 
ftieck, fituated in a moft pleafant counti*y. 
From thence we paiTed through a fine foreft 

be- 
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belonging to the duke, and on our right wc 
faw ,a fmall lake, and a very good houfe, the 
feat of baron Bulow. Soon after fix we had 
fight of the lake of Schwerioj whofe fertile 
banks are chequered with woods and lawns. 
The reft of the way to Schwerin afforded us an 
exalted pleafure, tjie whole profped being en- 
chantingly variegated with fields, meadows, 
woods and water. By feven we reached that 
town, and took up our quarters at one 
Preufles's, who keeps a houfe of public accom- 
modation in: the ftreet leading to the caftle. 

Upon our arrival, I found that his highnefs 
the duke refidcd conftatitly at Ludwigfluft, a 
country palace about fifteen miles from hence ; 
but that his brother prince Lewis and princefs 
Charldtte were in the caftle of Schwerin ; and 
that her brother, the prince of Saxe-Coburg, 
was here upon a vifit. The young prince her 
fon was gone three days before to Laufanne, 
with his governor, the baron d'lfemburg, a 
gentleman of Swedifli Pomerania : and he pro- 
pofes making his ftudies in that city, under the 
title of the count of Schwerin. The dutchefs 
and princefs Ulrica, as I mentioned to you in 
a former letter, are at Hamburg. It was not 
my intention to wait upon any of the ferene 
family, till I had been at Strelitz, where I hoped 
to have letters pf recommendation to the court 
of Schwerin. While fupper was getting ready, 
the fecretary and I took a turn about the 

town. 
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town, which by reafon of an annual fair held 

at that time, we found crowded with people. 

I obferved that all the houfes were pyramidical, 

and moft of them adorned with weather-cocks. 

In our way home I faw a gentleman's houfc 

wide open, and having the curiofity to look in, 

I perceived in a back room a corpfe lying in 

ftate, with a vaft number of wax-lights fet 

round it, and a very decent woman to attend 

it, dreffed in white like a nun. Upon inquiry, 

I find that funerals are very expenfive in this 

country, and ftand greatly in need of a fumptu- 

ary law. We got to our inn by dark, and 

after fupper, withdrew^ to our bedchambers, I 

arofe early the next morning, and finding that 

the fecretary would be taken up with bufinefs, 

refolved to ftroll about the town, and to fee as 

much ais I could that day, intending to fet out 

the day following in the poft- waggon for But- 

zow. For defigning to ftay fome time at 

Schwerin upon my return, I thought no 

unneceffary delay was to be made in getting 

to Strelitz : I fliall therefore defer giving 

you a defcription of Schwerin till I come 

back to that capital, when I hope to be able to 

take a full view x>( it, and its feveral curiofi- 

ties. In the morning I went out of town 

to the windmill on a neighbouring hill, from 

whence I had a full profpecl of the lake and 

town, and really think the fituation is one of 

the moft pleafant in Europe. From thence I 

re- 
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returned into town by the Schelf^ a name given 
to the new town, and faw the handfoiiie church 
creeled in 171 1> by duke Frederick William, 
where he has built a new vault for the ducal 
family. Thence I went to fee the Dome, a fine ' 
Gothic building* As it was not my plan to make 
any acquaintance in this city, till my return from 
Strelitz, I declined accepting an invitation from 
a friend of the fecretary. After dinner I went to 
fee the caftle,juft as prince Lewis, princefs Char- 
lotte, and the prince of Coburg, were going 
to take an airing. The duke's foldiers are well 
looking men, dreffed exactly like the Pruffians^ 
in fhort blue coats, and fleeves turned up with 
red* One JFellart, an old fervant belonging to ' 
the dutchefs, introduced me into the apart- 
ments ; but a gentleman, called fecretary Mit- 
hoff, was fent for to fhew me the gallery of 
pictures, and the cabinet of rarities. M. Mithoft 
walked with me afterwards into the garden, 
which I found moft beautifully, laid out ; and 
he aflured me that the prince and princefs 
Charlotte would be glad to fee me, as foon as 
they were returned from their airihg. I told 
him that I was very forry I was obliged to fet 
out direftly for Butzow, but fliould take another 
opportunity of paying my refpe^ to their 
highnefles. The poft-waggou for Butzow was 
to depart that very afternoon* One thing I took 
notice of in honour of Mecklenburg, that the old 

fervant 
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fcrvant who fliewcd me the apartments, would 
not accept of a ptefent, telling me his highnefs 
did not permit any fuqh mercenary cuftom. 
Upon my return to the inn, I had juft time to 
t2^ke leave of my good friend fecretary Bolten- 
fiern, and got into the poft-waggon by four 
o'clock. We were to travel all night, but 
it was very fine weather, aijd I had prepared 
myfelf againft the worft. Our company were 
three young gentlemen going to the univerfity 
of Butzow, and an officer whofe regiment was 
quartered at Roftock. Coming out of Schwe- 
rin, we left a fine road on our right, which we 
were told was the way to Ludwigfluft, and had 
been lately made for the duke's private ufe. The 
road we took was pretty good. We foon left the 
lake of Schwerin on our leftj then pafling a 
bridge, where we paid a toll, we afcended a 
high hill, and found the road fomewhat rug- 
ged* Upon the fummit of the liill we had an 
extenfive profpeft of a beautiful valley, laid out 
in meadow lands, and well flocked with cattle. 
After we had traverfed the valley, we mount- 
ed another eminence, higher than the former, 
from whence we had a fine yiew of a romantic 
country, confifting chiefly of foreft lands. By 
fix o'clock we arrived at Pinnow, a pleafant 
village fituated on a fmall lake, at the diflance 
qf about eight miles from Schwerin. Here we 
flopped to take fome refreihment, and then pro- 
'ceeded on our journey. The road for the re- 
mainder 
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xnaindcr of the way, as far as Butzow, is ex- 
ceeding good* By nine o'clock we came to a 
ftage, called the hunting-houfe, which was only 
an inn, fix miles from Pinnow ; and by one in 
the morning we entere^i the village of Ventz- 
kow, fix miles froni the hunting-houfe. Here 
we got out of our vehicle, being obliged to 
change carriage with the poft-waggon that 
comes from Roftock. As we were told it 
would be almoft day-break before the other 
carriage would come, we took fome refrefli- 
ment, and laid ourfelvcs down comfortably 
on beds of clean fiiraw* In a little more 
than three hours, we were awaked with the 
noife of the other poft-waggon* I thought we 
were to fdft out diredUy, but the young gentle* 
men would have coffee, which was brought 
lis. You cannot conceive what a quantity of 
coffee they drink in this country 3^ but I do not 
find it does them any prejudice. It is true they 
drink a good deal of brandy befides ; for at 
every public -houfe they call for drams. Their' 
houies of entertainment on the road, are very 
like thofe in Weftphalia ; they have no chim- 
neys, but the fmoke goes out at the door ; 
only I do not find that the cattle and the peo- 
ple lie all in 'the lame room, after the manner 
of Weftphalia. There is hardly a drop of wine 
to be had upon the road, and feldom any vidlu- 
lls except bread, cheefe, and bacon. It is true, 
the towns are no great diftance from one ano- 
ther 
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tfier, fo that the hardfliip a traveller undergoes 
is not of long continuance. At five we mount- 
ed our waggon,, and by day-break we faw be- 
fore us amoft delightful country. Woods, 
hills, dales, and verdant meadows, dif- 
played themfelves to our view, exhibiting a 
variety of beautiful landfcapes. By feven we 
arrived at Sternberg, fix miles fromWentfch^ 
kow, and alighted at the poft-houfe. 

Sternberg is a fmall town of the dutchy of 
Mecklenburg, and principality of Wenden, fitu- 
ated on a lake, nearly in the center of the pro-^ 
vince, and commanding a pleafant profped. 
This is a place of great antiquity, but I do not 
find What year it was b\ult. * In former tinges 
it was fortified, but the walls are now tumbled 
down, and the caftle is gone to ruin. In 
1650, the town was burnt to the ground, ancj 
it has not fince been able to raife its head. 
Yet the diets of the dutchy of Mecklenburg arc 
held alternately here and at Malchin; In the 
neighbourhood we faw feveral gentlemen's 
lioufes, but the town itfelf contains nothing 
worth remarking. 

We breakfefted at the poft-houfe, and be- 
tween eight and nine proceeded on our jour- 
ney, having a fine view of the country, and 
the beautiful lake on our right hand. As we 
advanced we obferved feveral mounts, and very 
large ftones, which the officer affured me were 

Vol. I. N the 
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the ruins of altars ercfted by the ancient Vc- 
nedi, I was glad to find a gentleman of hi^ 
profeffion fo well verfed in antiquity, and this 
fingle fubjed gave rife to a good deal of convcr* 
fation. Soon after we perceived the gentle 
Warnow flowing through the meads, and, in 
in its courfe, fattening a fruitful country. 
This beautiful river take$ its rife in the 
Center of the dutchy of Mecklenburg, be- 
tween the principalities of Schwerin and 
« Wenden, not far from the village of Hcrtzberg, 
and continuing its courfe towards Sternberg 
receives the Mildenitz and Nebel ; after which 
it fpreads into a lake and harbour at Rofiock^ 
and empties itfelf into the Baltic, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Warnemunde, By ten we reach- 
ed the village of Warnow, which derives its 
name from the above river, and ftands in a 
moft charming country. This was the feat of 
the ancient Varini, who bordered upon the 
Angli, and they were both comprifed with fe- 
veral other tribes, in the common appellation 
of Vandals. We refreflied ourfelves at this vil- 
lage, and foon after we had a£ght of the town 
of Butzow, w;hich isiix miles diftant The whole 
r^oad is through a beautiful plain , extremely well 
watered. As we approached the town, we faw on 
the left a large building, clofe by a little vil- 
Ifige, which we were told was Khunen, for- 
merly a convent for Lutheran ladies ; but fup- 
prefled in 1754, ^7 ^ convention between the 

I two 



LETTER V. 179 

two dukes, and for ever ceded to the duke of 
Schwerin. Before twelve we reached Bntzow, 
and I took up my quarters at the poft-hoiife. 

Butzow is one of the moft ancient towns in 
the dutchy of Mecklenburg ; they call it in 
Latin .Bucefhakaj from Alexander's Bucephalus, 
fuppofing it to have been founded by Anthy- 
lius^one of that king's generals, 336 years be- 
fore the birth of Chrift. But this I would not 
have you depend upon; all that we can with any 
degree of certainty affirm is, that the hiftdry of 
its origin is loft in the darknefs of antiquity. In 
the year 12 32, Henry Burevinus II. and Nicolas 
III. princes of Mecklenburg, granted this town 
aiid the adjacent territory to the bilhops of 
Schwerin, in whofe poflTeffion it continued till 
the fecularization of that fee at the treaty of 
Wefiphalia. There is ftill an ancient caftle here, 
in which the bilhops of Schwerin formerly re- 
fided; and very lately it was the refidence of 
the dutchefs Sophia Charlotta, dowager of 
Frederick William, duke of Mecklenburg 
Schwerin, and fifter of the laft king of Sweden-, 
&e died here in 1749. The town was former^ 
ly very ftrong, both by art and nature, being 
forrounded by a morafs; the fortifications, 
however, are now gone to ruin. In 17 16, it 
was burnt down to the ground, but has fince 
rMen more beautiful out of its aflies. The 
ftreets are wide, and drawn in a ftrait line. The 
hanies are high and well-buflt, making a very 
N 2 gQ:yi 



i8o L E T T E R V. 

good appearance, yet the town is not well in- 
habited. Duke Frederick William gave en- 
couragement to the French refugees to fettle in. 
this place, and accordingly they ereded fome 
manufaftures, which, however, arc in a decline 
ing condition. In confequence of a difpute 
with the city of Roftock, the prefent duke has^ 
thought proper to found a new univerfity in 
Butzow, with the confent and approbation of 
the late emperor. His highnefs has alfo with- 
drawn his falaries from the univerfity of Roftock, 
and appropriated them to this of Butzow. The 
magiftrates of Roftock continue to fupport the 
old academy; and the confequence of this 
conteft is, that Roftock is much hurt, but But^ 
20W not greatly benefited. The duke, indeed, 
has taken care to employ none as profeflbrs, 
but men of the firft charafter, and moft of theni 
confpicuous in the republic of letters. Yet as 
their falaries are fomething fcanty, and they 
have but few pupils ; their condition is not the 
moft* affluent, and moft of them would be glad 
to fee matters accommodated between his fe- 
rene highnefs and the magiftrates of Roftock. 
As foon as I arrived at Butzow, I inquired 
a^ter profeffor .ffipinus, and was overjoyed to 
hear of his being then in town. After dinner 1 
fent a card to him, fignifying that I ftiould bc^ 
proud of the honour of waiting on him, and 
begged the favour of him to let uac know his^ 
Icilurehourr he returned me for anfwer, that. 

he 
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he would be glad to fee me at four o'clock. 
Accordingly I went, and delivered a letter of 
recommendation to him ; but he politely told 
me I was too well known in Mecklenburg, to 
need any recommendatoiy epiffle. In fhort, the 
profeflbr received me with the affection and 
cordiality of a brother, or Very near relation! 
Hie had procured a copy of my Vahdalia, from 
Mr, Matthias at Hamburg; and underftood 
Eiiglifh fufficiently to form a judgment of the 
work. It would appear like vanity, were I to 
repeat to you what he faid concerning it ; and 
I muft own that it flattered me greatly to find 
ithat my well-meant endeavours had met with 
the approbation of fo learned a gentleman. 
Yet he had made fome remarks, particularly 
on' the topographical part, where I had been 
led into a few errors. I told him I fliould 
"be greatly obliged to him for any of his 
fhidtures, and that I was come on purpofe 
into Germany, to improve under fuch a 
mafter. The profeflbr was not behind-hand in 
conipliments, for he is a courtier as well as phi- 
lofopher, being privy-counfellor to the duke^ 
and adually charged with a commifllon of im- 
portance, relating to the prefent difpute with 
the magiftrates of Roftock. He is a comely 
man, of a middling fiature, well limbed, round 
£aeed, grey eyed, and ruddy complexion. He 
expreffes himfelf with elegance in Latin, as 
weU as in his mother-tongue^ and underftands 
N 3 the 
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the Englifhy Spaniih, and ItaUan languages ; his 
alfo fpeaks (bme French^ but not with fiuenqr. 
His family name was originally Hocb^ whidi 
in the German language fignifies High; and his 
ancedors, towards the latter end of the igtfa 
century, were fettled in a town of the marche 
of Brandenburg, called Zliegefer, near the river 
Oeder ; of which John Hoch, fcom wham he is 
liineally defcended, was fenator or alderman* 
That gentleman's fon, named a¥o John, was the 
firft doctor of divinity at the univerfity of Wit» 
tenberg, after the Reformation; and wasrecom-* 
mended by Luther to the fenate of Hamburgh 
as a proper inftrument to promote the Protec- 
tant religion ; but meeting with great oppofi- 
tion from the abettors of the old do&rine, and 
being in fome danger of his life, he was obliged 
to fly, and thought proper to change his name 
to' ^pinus, from the Greek word ^Atwnnif 
which alfo %nifies High. It was much the 
'cuftom of the learned proteftants of thofe 
days, to Latinife or Hellenize their napacs, a# 
Melandhoni Gamerarius, &c. The profeflbr's 
jprand father was John -ffipinus, governor of 
Stargard, under duke Adolphus Frederick H. 
of Mecklenburg Strelitz. His father was tl^ 
Rev. Dr. Francis Albert JEpinus, who having 
been brought up to the. churchy and per- 
formed his ftudies a± Roftock, was made dodw 
of divinity, and raifed to the chief honours in 
that univerfity, whcr^ Ke departed this life in 
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1750. His writings are vary niunerous ; chief* 
If on theoiogicat fubjefts : Among others rela- 
ting to Mecklenburg^ he compofed a treatife 
entitled, De MeckletAurgmfkM a GintUifmo ad ' 
Cbrijiianifmum Cetroerjiom : a copy of which the 
profeffor was pleafed to make me a prefent. 
He married in 1 7 1 5, a young lady, named Agnes 
Dorckfen, of a noble family, by whom he had 
feveral children ; and among the reft, our wor- 
thy profeffor, named Angclus Joannes Daniel, 
born in 1 7 1 8 ; and another fon named Francifcus 
Ulricus Theodolius, a learned phyfician, weU 
known in the republic of letters, now refiding 
at Peter&urg. The profeffor went through 
his ftudies at Roftock, where he followed his 
father's foot-fteps, andraifed himfelf to the firft 
degree of eminence in that univerfity. He is 
profeffor of philofophy now at Butzow, a pre»- 
ferment which he enjoyed before at Roftpck^ 
and being a great hiftorian and civilian, he has 
been frequently employed by his ferene high* 
neis in public affairs. 

When I waited on M. ^pinus, I found him 
in company with a gentleman named Jetze, 
who is profeffor of hiftory in this univerfity, 
and was formerly matter of languages at Got- 
tingen, where his reputation is well eflabliflied. 
He fpeaks furprizing good Englifh, for one that 
had not learnt it very young, •and has never 
been in England. Our converfation turned 
chiefly on the affairs of the univerfityi and the 
N 4 hiftory 
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bifiory of MedJiil^nburg, with which profefibf 
iEpinus is perfecUy ^cquainteci. He. lamented 
that the conveniences fpr profeffors and fim 
dents at Butzow were butindiflferent; that there 
^v^s no fuch thing as a public hall for reading 
ledures, but the profeflbrs were obliged to per- 
form that part of their office in their own apart- 
ments : that there was not even a proper place 
for defending public thefes j but they were under 
neceflity of making ufe of the church : neither 
were there many of the burghers that had con- 
venient houfes for boarding the young gen- 
tlemen, fo that, upon the whole, they had great 
reafon to regret the removal of the univerfity 
to Butzow. Thefe inconveniences were fuch, 
that he apprehended things would be reftored 
to their former fituation, fo fobn as the dis- 
pute between the duke and the fenate of Ros- 
tock could be accommodated. . 

During our converfation^ coflFee, wine and 
pipes were brought in, and Mrs. j£pinus, who 
is a very agreeable lady,, made her appearance. 
After compliments were over, profcffor iEpinus 
Teftrmed the fubjeft of the univerfity, and gave 
me the names of the other profeffors his col- 
leagues, who, as I mentioned to you before, arc 
all men of confummate learning. The reftor 
is doftor Tychfen, profeffor of Hebrew and th* 
oriental languages. The other profeffors are 
as follow : of divinity and ecclefiaftical hiftory 
is Dr. Doederlein : of law Dr. M£\ntzel, well 

known 
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known in the republic of letters ; Dr. Becker ; 
and Dr. Trendenlenburg, brother of the phy. 
fician, of whofe genteel treatment I wrote to 
you from Lube'ck : of phyfic. Dr. Detharding, 
and Dr. Schaarfchmidt : of philofophy^ Dr. 
s^pinusy whofe publick hufinefs at Koftock wiH 
not permit him at prcfent to attend 5; and Dr. 
Tetens : of mathematics. Dr. Karften, a perfon 
confpiotious in the learned world : of hiftoiy, 
is M. Totze, the gentleman then in compa- 
ny with M. JEpinus. M. Totze has a very 
good library, in fKe fame houfe. I went up 
.:ftairs with him, and was well pleafed to feefp 
large and choice a coUedion of books. Among 
the reft he had a great variety of our beft En* 
glifli writers, on .different arts and fciences. 
This gentleman is writing a^n introduftion to 
xmiyerfal hiftory in the German language, and 
the work is almoft ready for the prefs. Profeffor 
jffipinus's library was at Roftock, where he^ 
chiefly refides on accpunt of his prefent com*- 
miflion. Yet he has a tolerable coUeftion at 
Butzow. Hearing that I had found fuch diffir 
culty to procure a copy of the Jus Lubicenfe^ he 
told me he had one at my fervice, and infifted 
on making me a prefent of it. He has feveral 
other pieces at Roftock, relating to the hiftory 
of 'Mecklenburg, which he intends I Ihall take 
with me to England. In our converiation con- 
xeming the court of Schwerin, he informed me 
that princefs Ulrica, the duke's fitter, was learn- 
ing 



iS6 L E T T E R V. 

ing Engliih, and had already begun to tr^xiflate 
part of my Vaadalia. We continued chatting 
till pretty late, when we had a cold collation, 
which I may call a CorrDiviumPbilcJofbiamjTind 
was infinitely more agreeable to me, ' than the 
fumptuous repafts with which I had been fo of- 
ten furfeited. We broke up in good time, and 
the two profeffors infifted upon accompanying 
me to my lodging ; profeflbr JEpinus like^4fe 
was pleafed to invite me to dine with him the 
next day. 

Early in the morning, M. iBpinus came to 
my lodging, with a large bundle of printed 
and MS papers, relating to the affairs of Meck- 
, lehburg. Onewas intitled, Indfx k&ionum fub- 
licarwn et privdtarum in academia Fridemiana ha* 
hendarum. Here I faw fomething that founds 
Very droll, viz. that at three in the after- 
noon, the reckor,'lir. -Tychfen, (who is a clergy- 
onan) will expoiind the Koran ; bora tertia alco* 
ranum expticdbit. Another, Initium nova academia 
Friderictaiia Butzovienfis indicity atque ad orationem 
fuhlicamj die it 0(1. 1760, aperiendis,acroaftbus tarn 
^hlicis quamfrivatis dicatam, & in templo opfidano 
habendanij literarum Jludtofas humaniier invitat^ D. 
Cbrijlianus Mertus Dbederlein^ S.S. Theo/og. Prof, 
p. O, Another wai a large volume in folio, and 
in the German language, by profeffor ^pi* 
nus, containing a numbeir of documents to 
prove the jurifdidion of the dukes of Meck- 
lenburg over the univcrfity and fenate of 

Roftock, 
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Roftodt. Another was intitltd, Lsgts qmius, fttf 
d^Ji Uterarum in 4cadimia Butfoviinji tenen- 
tun To thefe was ad(}cdt the late emperor's 
Latin diplofiia» in MS. cofifiraiing the uniyer* ^ 
mty-of BiHaow. The profrfibr fiefired me to 
accept of them as a pre&nt, and that they 
were only a j^iedmen of what he ihould give 
rae^ when I came to Roftock. So much gene- 
rofity quite confounded nie; I could only re? 
turn him 4hank$, and promifed to exprefs my 
gratitude in a more public manner^ when I re- 
turned to England. We breakfafted together^ 
.and fpent a great part of the morning in hifto- 
rical conver&tioii ; and I muft own that he re«» 
moved my doubts on lievenl articles of import- 
ance. The tinie i^ole tnfenfibly away till noon, 
their ufu^l hour of diniiig^ when I attended 
him to his hou£e. 

I fbttnd he had got fbtac other company^ but 
not very numerous* There* were two profef* 
fors of the univerfity^ Mr. Totxe and M* Tren« 
d?nlenburg,to whom I was pditdy introduced 
by M. w£pinus ; and I took the opportunity of 
nientioning the civilities i had received from 
his brother at Lubeck. He is much younger 
than the phyfician, an4 refembles him great* 
ly in the face, which is IxJJing you that he 
is a handibme man. He is married to a yoimg 
gentlewoman firom the eledorate of Hanover^ . 
by whpm he has a houfe full of children ; for 
yx>u cannot imagine how prolific the women 

are 
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arc in this country^. Another of the Dramaiis 
TerforuEy was £t Calvinift minifter, whom they 
called paftor Finhcmao, a very agreeable, and 
I may fav, accompliflied gentleman. The Cal- 
vinifts, in - this town, are* but ^a very fmall 
congregation ; their eftabli'fhment was chiefly 
owing to the French refugees, vtrho came hither 
to ereft manufaftures. Their meeting-houfc 
was fo old, that they found it neceffary to pull 
It down ; fo that poor paftor Flnnfenfan was ob* 
liged to undertake a journey- to Holland, in 
order to raife contributions for building ano^ 
ither. He fudcteded pretty well; the confe- 
quence of Which has beenr the erefting of a 
handfome edifice: but it is not yet, roofed in, 
beither has he money fufficient to finilh the 
infide, fo • that he talks of a' fecond expedi- 
tion to Holland ; nay, he knows not but he may 
go over to fehglancl,1iaving read in th^ [Public 
papers of the vafft fums of money coUeAed in 
that country, * fot charitable arid religious Mies. 
he is very weH qualified for an office and £a* 
tigiie of thisTfirid, beihg a robuft man, of a vc- 
'ry agreeable peri^n, extremely chearfiil, and 
endowed "^i'th §ood fenfe and learning. Be- 
tween this gentleman and profeffor JEpinus, 
there is an intimate friendlhip ; th6ugh the 
latter is a zealoifs Lutheran, and the former a 
Calviniftical minifter. Bu^ diflference in religi^ 
oii feldom breaks ' the union of brotherly loye 
and chriftian charity in Germany. I was 

pleafed 
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pkafed now to find myfelf in the company of 
philofophers, hoping to Retrieve the time Lhad 
loft in feafting at Hamburg and^ Lubeck. Out 
entertainment was ytty^ gobd, but nothing 
fumptnous and extravagant. In drinking healths 
I obferved fomething new, that they took 
one large giafs, and fipped to the health of 
each perfon, till they went round the whole 
company ; and Aen there were no more healths 
drank. They performed the fame ceremony of 
ialuting one another after dinner, as at Lubeck; 
and I find it is the cuftom all over Mecklen- 
burg. The afternoon converfation was chiefly 
^n matters relating to the academy. Upon 
my exprefling a defire to fee^the town, an4 
the public fchool called the Psedagogium, 
they made me put it off till the next day, when 
the two profeflTors, .£pinus and Totze, promifed 
to be my guid^. At nine- o'clock we had a 
cold fupper, and parted at eleven, after profeflbr 
Trendenlenburg had engaged the whole com- 
pany to dine with, him the day following. 
. Early the next morning profeflbr Trenden^ 
lenburg knocked at my chamber-door, before I 
was up,^nd I found it was to remind me of my 
engagement. Mr. Totze called upon me foon 
after, and was followed by profeflbr iEpinus^ 
who infiftedj on my breakfafting at his houfe» 
and told me that they were ready afterwards 
to fliew me the town. The firft place they 
i^ondudled me to was the Faedogogium, or pub- 
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Ik grammar-fchool for qualifying youth fof 
the univerfity* The building where this 
fchool is kept, k ircry ancient, being the oW 
ducal palacei.near on% ^ the gates of the city. 
Adjoining to it is a tower, on whkh I faw 
the following infcription : 

MDCXXXMIIL Reverendus Pat. D^is. Nicofaur, 

: efi/c. Sueriru banc turrem cmjinu^ 

The apartments for the mafters an4 the young 
gentlemen are very commodious, and have a 
pleafant profpeft of the country- It was in 
this buikting, as I mentioned to^ you before, 
that the dutcj^efe dowager of Mecklenburg, 
lifter of the late king of Sweden, ended her 
days. From thence we adjourned to the church, 
a good Gothic 'ftruchxre, very lightfome, but 
containing nothing remarkable. Dr. Trenden- 
lenburg's houfe was near the church, fo that we 
had an eafy traniition to dinner. We had a 
pretty large company, and, among the reft> Dr^ 
Karften, profeffor of mathematics. He is a 
gentleman of low llature, very thin and mea* 
gre, of grave deportment, in fome mcafure, 
the effect of his fickly couftitution* Our 
entertainment was very good, but no exc^fs of 
any- kind. The converfation turned chiefly on 
the arts and fcrences in England ; and the gen- '^ 
demen were pleafed to lay a great many fine 
things iq commendation of Engliih literature. 

After 
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After-dinner we adjourned to Mr. Karften*8, in 
order to fee his obfervatory* I fbirad it well 
conff rucked, and furjnilhed with glaffcs, and 
other mathematical inftniments. He has 
aHb a good library, efpccially of books in 
his own profcffion. The doctor has publiiQicd 
feveral mathematical performances himfelf, 
among the reft a very thick volume in 8vo, 
intitlcd^ Mathefis theofetica tlementaris atque fub'- 
litmory in ufum academicarum frak£ttmum^ auSore 
Wencefl. Jo. Guji. Karften, Phil. DoS. in acad. Rofi^ 
1760. He was ple^fed to make mc a prefent of 
this, and fome other pieces of his own compo<* 
fing. This gentleman is reckoned one of the 
completeft mathematicians in all Germany. 

After we had indulged our curiofity at Dn 
Karften's, profeflbr iEpinus propofed taking a 
/walk out of town, to fliew me the environs. 
The town being not above two no^iles in com« 
pafs, we foon went round it I obferved that 
the country was very rich and pleaiant, but 
without avenues or walks planted with trees, 
as in the neighbourhood of Lubeck and Ham«» 
burg. Night comibg on we returned to pro- 
feiTor Trendenlenburg, where we fupped and 
fpent the evening. As I have now feen all that 
is curious in Butzow, profeffor -ffipi^us pro- 
pofes going to Roftock, in order to be . my 
Cicerone in that capital city of Mecklen- 
burg. There, he tells me, I fliall find many things 
worthy of my notice, and fiiall be fupplied 

with 
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with any books or papers in his poffeifiony re-^ 
lating to the hiftory of this country.. But the 
principal place he wants me to fee is the village 
of Dobberan, where ftands the oldefl church 
in this province^ which had been long the bury* 
ing-place of the ducal family. I thanked the 
profeffor for his civility, and clofed with fo 
kind an offer. His lady goes with him, and he 
will make fome ftay at Rofiock. This morning 
I have taken my leave of all the learned profef- 
fors, to whom I cannot exprefs fufEcient ac- 
knowledgements for the great honour they 
have done me. The feafon is no^ far advan- 
ced, fo that to fiay here only to accept of en- 
tertainments, though with philofophical men, 
would not be altogether fo prudent. I intend 
toleave this place to day about twelve o'clock^ 
at noon, and exped to be in Roftock by dufk. 
I ihall go in the poft-waggon, and profeffor 
iSpinus follows me in a day or two, being ob- 
liged to wait for fome papers from Schwcrin. 
I propofe to myfelf a good deal of pleafure in 
Roftock, with fo agreeable a companion* I am 
now going to breakfaft with him, fo that I have 
but juft time to affure you, that I fliall ever 
continue to be 

Dear Sir, yours, &c. 

I, E T- 
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Dear Sir, 

IT was fome little concern to me, to leave 
Butzow without my good friend the pro- 
feffor; yet I pleafed myfelf with the hopes of 
foon enjoying his company. Neither have I 
been difappointed, for he joined me accord- 
ing to promife ; and his kindnefs to me ever 
fince has furpaffed my expeftation. 

I Jeft Butzow the 15th inft'ant, at one o^clock, 
after taking a running dinner with the profef- 
for. All my company was a Swedifh officer, 
going to Stralfund. The diftance from But- 
zow to Roftock is about fixteen miles. The 
road is good all the way, and the whole coun- 
try a garden. By three o'clock we came to a 
little village called Graentze, where the poftil- 
lion flopped to refrefli his horfes. The coun- 
try, as we advanced, rather improved to our 
view, and efpedally on the right, where we faw 
Vol. I. O it 
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rife in delightful emindices, with the river 
Warnow gliding through a fruitful valley. On 
i^c left lay the pleafant village of Bockholtz. 
By fix o'clock we reached the city of Roftock, 
where I fet up at the beft inn in the town, 
kept by the widow Schonfeldt^ which had been 
recommended to me by prbfeflbr iEpiniis. 

Here I had not been above half an hour, when 
an adventure happened, which will give you 
fonlc idea of the good-nature of the people of 
Mecklenburg. I was fliewn into a room, conti- 
guous to another filled with company. They 
were over their bottle, and I could hear them 
laugh* and talk aloud like perfons that were jo- 
vial and merry. Prefently one of the gentlemen 
came into ray room, to fpeak to the landlady, 
who, feeing me alohe^had vouchfafed to come 
and chat with me. Hearing fronaMrs.Schonfeldt, 
that I was a foreigner, jufl: airived from En- 
gland^ he addreffed hirafelf to me in a moft po- 
lite manner, welcoming me to Roftock. I wajs 
no lefs fl:ruckwith the comelinefs of his per- 
fon, than with his engaging manner. We entered 
into conyerfation, and he ajfeed me my name. 
He feemed to be a good deal furprized Bpon 
hearing it, and after fofne paufe, told me he had 
been informed by baron Dcwitz of New Stre- 
litz, that one of ray name had written the hiP 
tory pf Mecklenburg, in the English language. 
Finding that I >Vas the very perfon» he fell into 

a kind 
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M kmd of rapture; then throwing his arms 
about my nescky he' almofr ftifled me with his 
embraces, ^ And is it you," faid he, « my 
<dear. fir, that have taken fiich immenfe paiDs 
to write the hiftory of our country; you that 
hare expofed y<mrtd£ to the danger of the 
feas, to do us the honour of a vifit ? I hav^e 
heikrd baron Dewitz mei>tioa your name very 
often ; but ndther he nor I ever expected to fee 
you iai this part ^f the woild/' I could not help 
bluflung at his complii^ents ; but, before I 
could msikc )him a reply, he £ew into the other 
^oom^ and apprised the company of the whole 
affair ; UipotJi ^^hdch they aU came and congra- 
itulated tne upon my arrival in Roftock. I wais 
i(h^ entreated ^o madce.one of their party ; and 
UfiQU my thanking them for the honour, an 
l&l^ai^t fupper was ordered, ^d we fpent the 
4even iog in a imofi jigreeable manner. The name 
0l the gentleman who firft fpoke to me is 
$ohroder; he is .biirgomaftcr of New Branden- 
bur^, wd eo^piloyed here as deputy of that 
city, at the committee of the ftates : he is abou^ 
fovty^rliv^iiy 2||i4 ajpeeaUein iiis converfation, 
(peaks i^ery gopd French, and feems to be well 
veried iuipiublic :buiine&« He a&ed me whether 
J had acqwintiq^ b^<^.on jDe^t^itss wdth the news 
of my landing in Germany ; I told him I lud 
not) but that I intended to fiiiiprife him when 
I got to Streiit?. The neft Qf the converfation 
tinned upQjx the .affairs .of RngVind, and lord 
O 2 Chatham, 
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Chatham, whom they hold in great venefatiott. 
The queen's pregnancy wa$ alfo talked of; and 
I found that public prayers are put up infill the 
churches for her majefty's fafe delivery. At 
length it grew late, and the company Vithdrew, 
leaving me to my meditations on the fingula- 
rity of the adventure. 

The next morning a gentleman called upon 
me, to give me notice that he had received a 
letter from profeffor ^pinus, with directions 
to <hew me the town. It feems the profeffor 
was willing that I ihould not be idle, and there- 
fore had fupplied me. with a Cicerone, who 
was a very fenfible man, and Hiled himfelf fecre- 
tary to the commiffion of Roftock. This was 
the commillion relative to the difpute between 
the duke and the magiftrates of that city. Soon 
after burgomafter Schroder fent his fervant to 
let me know he fliould be glad I would dine 
with him, and permit him to accompany me in 
viewing the city. So much politenefs was very 
flattering, and I readily clofed with his kind 
offer. 

Roftock is the largeft and beft city in the 
dutchy of Mecklenburg. The founder of it was 
Godefcalcus, king of the Vcnedi and Obbtrites, 
murdered in 1066. It was afterwards enlar- 
ged and* fortified by Pribiflaus II. in 1160, 
out of the ruins of the ancient town of Kiifin, 
which flood in this neighbourhood. Some pre- 
tend it takes its name from Rotjiock^ or a red 

pillar. 
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pillar, where the fifhermen ufed formerly to 
-affemble; others, from the plpnty of rofes in 
this neighbourhood, Rollock, that is rofarum 
• turbs ; others will have the name to be of Venedic 
original, and to fignify either a marlhy land, or 
it divifionof.waterj others, in fine, derive it 
from the Venedic word Rojlavit^ which implies 
refurrediori, becaufe it arofe out of the ruins of 
the abovementioned city of Kiilin. It is fituate 
within a league of the Baltic, in a very whole- 
fome air, on the river Warnow, which is navi- 
gable to the very walls ; but large fliips come no 
farther than Warnemunde, a little town at the 
mouth of the river. Roftock is about three 
miles in circumference, and pretty well fortified, 
having a ftrong wall with a very deep ditch on 
the fouth fidie ; and on the. north, a wall with 
the river Warnow. But the misfortune is, they 
have no cannon, the Pruflians having carried off 
all their artillery in the laft war. Yet there is 
a firOng garrifon of the duke's troops, com* 
manded by colonel Gluer, a very agreeable gen- 
tleman, whofe fon is alfo an piEcer in the duke 
of Strelitz's fervice. 

Roftock is divided into the old and new 
town, which are feparated from each other 
by a branch of the Warnow ; the former 
is low, and but * indifferently built; the 
latter ftands upon higher ground, and is or- 
namented with handfome houfes. The ftreets 
are large and regular, efpecially in the New 
O 3 Town, 
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Town. iThere ire fix Inddges in Rofidd^ 
trith faixt large, and fourteen lefler gates^ the 
latter looking towards tht river. It has three 
Q)acious market-places, with one hundred and 
forty ftreets. The Middle Market is a fine fquare 
furrounded with lofty buildings The town- 
houfe is a modem ihndure of beautiful ar- 
chitednre, and reitiarkable for ftven fpire^. 
Here their archives arc kept, and here the 
fcveral courts of juftice are held. Some df 
the apartments are handfome^ and kept very 
neat. The dukes have a palace in this city, 
where they have fometimes refided; but it is 
very ancient, and in fuch bad order, that it 
no longer defcrves to be honoured 'with their 
J)refenc^. Adjoining to it is a play-houfe, ih 
^^hick theatrical pieces were formerly repre- 
fented ; but at prefent all fuch amufements arc 
banifted out of Mecklenburg. 

This city has four principal churches: St. 
Mary's, St. James's, St. Peter's, and St. Ni- 
cholas's ; and five Icffer ones, thofe of the Holy 
Ghoft, St. Catharine, St John, St. Michael, and 
the Holy Crofs. They are all of Gothic ftrufturt, 
and not at all remarkable either for beauty 
or h'eatneft. I muft except St. Mary's, which 
is a fine Gothic pile in the form of a crofs, and 
' Htuate in the heart of the city. The aftrono- 
mical clock is fomewhat like that of St. Mary's 
at Lubeck, but at prefent out of order. The 
marble altar is fumptuous and elegant ; therfe 

arc 
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ai* alio fome hundfome monumenta, and a 
number of curious, infcripdoas. Among the 
reft I few a Latin infcription at the churchrdoor 
pointing out the year in which it was built. I 
know not whether you will caU it an aenigm*, 
or a connundruni ; but I believe you will look 
upon it as a ftrong proof of monkifli barbarouf- 
nefs, or of the fantaftical tafte of the times. 

Odoferfentes €kudam demise trahentes^ 
^i triplo fune jungunt tria babbata luna 
Prim dpndQ crucem. 

Th^ triple cord fignifies 
The tlu>etB hf)rfe-flio«5 
The ftrft letter in thel 
, word Cfucfm^ with a i- 
<:rofs9 »akes J 

^ '^' Vu''\'''^l MCCCXG or 1390 
Lord muft have been J ^^ 

In this church of St. Mary^s are preferved the 
entrails of the celdbrated Orotins, who died at 
Roftock in 1^45. I thought it very Angular 
tjhat in a city fo famous for the cultivation of 
learning, no monument had been rwfed, nor 
even an infcription written in honour Of one 
of the greateft oi'naments of literature. I told 
M. Schroder that this was a difgrace to the ma- 
giflrates and to the univerfity ; the burgomaf- 
ter finked, and anfwered mt that if I would 
Q 4 write 
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write one, he believed he had intereft to 
get it engraved and fet up. I did not think 
him in eameft ; however, in honour of a wri- 
ter whom I fo greatly admire, I gave him the 
following lines : 

Hie Jit us eft totofama notijjinms orbc^ 

GrotiuSj ingenio clarus & eloquio : 
Exuvia illuftres parva conduntur in uma^ 

Ingenit lumen tender e nil foterit. 

In the church' of St, Nicholas, I faw a beauti- 
ful confeifional, which is faid to have coft 
three thoufand dollars. The pulpit in that 
fame church is decorated with a variety of 
carving and gilding. In St. Peter's church is 
a remarkable grotcfque pifture of the laft judg- 
ipent, in which the devils are reprefented in 
the moft hideous forms, fpitting fire out of 
their mouths, and driving the damned fouls 
with pitchforks into the flames of hell In or- 
der to render the fcene ftill more dreadful, 
fome fiupid enthuiiaft has clapped horns on 
the heads of thofe enemies of mankind, and 
bored holes in their eyes, which he has filled 
up with glafs beads, to make them look more 
ghaftly. In Ihort, the whole reprefentation is 
frightful • and abominable beyond all defcrip- 
tion. M. Schroder, who was in company, 
could not help obferving that it was a jnoft 
fcand^ous piece, and ought to be removed out 

of 
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of the church, as a public nuifanc€^ The church 
of the Holy Crofs took its name from a frag- 
ment of Chrift's crofs, which Margaret queen 
of Denmark is faid to have brought hither 
from Rome, upon her return in the year 
1270. She built this church, in confequencc 
of a vow at fea, in a violent ftorm ; and Ihc 
founded a nunnery on the fame fpot, which 
is now a place of retirement for ladies of 
good families, who have a genteel fubfiftence, 
and live together in a kind of community, but 
without any vows or confinement. 

Roftock has purchafed fuch privileges of its 
dukes, that it has been often looked upon as a 
free imperial city. This is not, however, the 
cafe; for it ftill acknowledges fubjedion to their 
fercne highneffes, and pays them the yearly 
tribute of fifty-five rix-doUars, befides fix hun- 
dred florins, in confideration of the grant of an 
e^cife. It has the right of coining money, and 
the privilege of being governed by the Jus Lu^ 
btcenfej or according to the laws of Lubeck. In 
the thirteenth century it entered into the Han- 
featic alliance, but was ftill governed by its 
own lords, who were a branch of the houfe of 
Mecklenburg. This branch became extinfl: in 
.1374, upon the death of Nicholas, furniamed 
Puer, who had put himfelf and his territories 
under the protection of Eric, king of I)enmark. 
Towards the middle of the fourteenth century, 
it ihook oflF the Danifli yoke, which produced an 

obfiinato 
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obftinate war ; but Henry the Lidn, prince of 
Mecklenburg, joining with the Danes, the town 
was beficged, and obliged to fubmit. Henry 
was appointed governor; and both the town 
and lordihip of Roftock were afterwards tranf- 
ferred to him in full fovereignty, by Chrifiopher 
king of Denmark. The citizens had frequent 
difputes with the dukes, concerning their privi-- 
leges, which difputes were fometimes produce 
tive of hoftilities on each fide, an4 conipofed 
at length by feveral treaties. They are now 
again at variance j but without hoftilities, 
the duke having a ftrong garrifon in the 
town, to awe the inhabitants. The chief 
<bone of contention feems to be, the fettling of 
the proportion for paying the contributions ex- 
afted on this country in the late war, by the 
king of Pruflia. The duke has nominated a 
commiilion for inquiring into the circumftance^ 
of the citizens, and profeffor iEpinus is one of 
the coromiffaries. The magiftrates have ap- 
pealed from the duke to the Aulic council, 
which' is very ready to encourage ftich difputes 
between the German princes and their fubje^^s, 
as by fuch means the authority of thofe princes 
is weakened, aftd the power and influence of 
the imperial court are confiderably augmented. 
The duke, in refentment to the magiftrates, 
has ereAed the univerfity of Butzow, which, 
as I mentioned to you before, does infinite 
prejudice to Roftock. 

- The 
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The itthabitants of this city, and of the whole 
(hitchy of Meckleiibtirg, are almoft all Liithe- 
ratii, ^tid very zealotls in their pcrfuafion. The 
Itiagiftrates COHfift of three burgomafters, one 
fyndic, fcVenteen fenators or aldermen, one 
•prothonotafy, and a fecretary: they are pof- 
fefled of civil and criminal jurifdiftion. There 
is a confiftory, ot fpiritual court held at Roftqck, 
compofed of the twelve minifters of the town, 
in conjunAioii with the fuperintendant The 
•committee 6^ the ftates likcwiie holds its affera- 
bly in this City ; it confifts of nine perfons, two 
provincial counfellors, three deputies of the 
66ibility, £tnd four deputies of the towns of 
Hoftock, Parchim, Guftrow, and New Branden- 
buf g» This afifembly is confidered as a college 
or reprefentative ctf the whole body of the no- 
bility and commend, and attends to the pre- 
fetvation of their rights and privileges. 

The univerfity of-Roftock has beea reckoned 
•one of the beft in Germany, having produced 
many able profeffors in moft branches of learn- 
ing, as Crantzius, Ghy traeus, Bocerus, Poffelius, 
Caffelius, &c. Many of the firft priiices of the 
. empire have thought it an honour to be reftors 
of this great ackdemy, among whom they reck- 
on two of the houfe of Mecklenburg, two 
of the houfe of Brunfwick, .a duke of 
Courland, and a brother of Chriftian IV. king 
of Denmark. It was founded by the dukea 
of Mecklenburg, and the magiftrates of the 
town in 1415? j and endowed by pope Martin V. 

with 
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with feveral privileges : thefe were afterwards 
confirmed by the emperor Ferdinand I. who faj* 
voured it with a new chartci*. Since that time 
this feat of learning has greatly flourifhed, even 
amidft the intefline broils and difturbances of 
the empire. In 1563, the dukes and the ma* 
giflrates entered into an agreement to maintain 
twenty-four profeffors, fifteen appointed by 
the prince, and nine by the town; the dukes 
were to contribute towards their falaries, three 
thoufand florins, and the towii five hundred. 
The univerfity is governed by a fenate, confift^ 
ing of nine ducal profeflbrs, and nine nomina- 
ted by the magiftrates ; but fince the founda- 
tion of the academy of Butzow, things are fal- 
len into cpnfufio.n ;the duke has withdrawn 
his falaries from this city, and the magiftrates 
continue to fupport their own profeffors. This 
contention has been of infinite prejudice to the 
caufe of learning, and feems to threaten the 
ruin of this once flourifliing univerfity. But 
profeffor ^pinus has expectations that the af- 
fair will be accommodated, and the mufes, the 
Warniades M«/i,.once more reftored to the banks 
of the Warnow. 

The fituation of Roftock on aHiavigable river, 
and fo near the Baltic, procures it a flourifliing 
trade ; the chief articles of which are the ex- 
portation of corn, and the importation of bran- 
dy and wine. About four miles from Roftock, 
is the harbour of Warnemunde, fo called from 

being 
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being at the mouth of the river Warnow. It 
is a fmaU but pleafant place, where the Swedes 
had formerly a fort, which obliged every veffel 
paffing that way to pay a toll 6f two rix^doUars 
and a hal£ The dukes of Mecklenburg com«- 
plained of this hardihip, alledging that the toll- 
right granted to Sweden by the treaty of Wcft- 
phalia, was to be underftood only of the har- 
boufs belonging to thofe towns, >yhich were 
ceded to that crown. The Sweden, however, 
about the year 1 740, mortgaged the toll to the 
duke of Mecklenburg ; but at prefent it does 
not produce much more than fix thoufand dol- 
lars a year, whereas in more flouriihing times, 
'it ufed to yield an annual revenue of eight 
thoufand. 

llofiock was formerly celebrated for good 
be^r; but this branch of trade is much upon 
the decline. Befides Rhenifh win^s, they have 
plenty of French white wine, which when 
kept to a proper age, is a pleafant liquor. 
They have alfo a red French wine ; but it is fo 
tart, that they are . obliged to fweeten it with 
fugar. In this neighbourho9d they have lately 
eftabliihed a glafs manufactory, which be« 
fides home confumption, is likewife an arti« 
cle of export. The gentlemen here have no 
great nbtion of commerce; for this very ma- 
nufadory, though fo beneficial to the coun- 
try, is condemned by M. Schroder, as occafion- 
ing too great a confumption of wood. There 

are 
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are ieveral pleafknt walks in the environs, cC- 
pocially on the ba»ks of the Wamow. The 
quay before the town is very beautiful, and 
crowded with ihipping» but none of large 
burthea* It is likewife agreeable walking ofi 
the ramparts, from whence yon hare a £ne 
■view of the country. The viUas or gardens, 
tbough not fo numerous as thofe in the Tneigh;- 
bourhood of Hambui^ and Lubedc, ftiil ar« 
very pretty^ and the environs, upon the whole, 
are deferving of a travdier's curiofity. They 
bave ibme good inns in the town ; that where i 
lodge, Mrs. SctLon£eldt's, is cfean and neat, 
aad hats a genteel ordinary, frequented by the 
befi: company. I hsve made acq«taintance here 
with a young officer, in the Hanoverian fcr- 
v;ice, ca^ptain SLettembui^g, of a noble £unily 
in this oo^^ntry. He is a near relation of die 
cdebrated naadam de Grabow, who was govei> 
nante.to her maje&y of Great firitain^ and the 
princefs her fillkr^ but now irefides intirely at 
Guftrow. The captain litres alio in that dty, 
and is here vi^poai a vifit. He is of a very gen- 
teel fise and imake, a florid* but iiandfome 
£ioe, and fair comp^lesuon; he feems io have 
very good parts, has much improved them 
by reading, fpeaks good French, imt with too 
much qnicknefs ; and upon the wiiofe is an 
aocompliihed gentleman. He proposes return* 
ing tb^noiTow to G^ftrow, and has .made me 

. promiiif 
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;proniife to pay hkm a vifit in my. way to Strc- 
Ute. 

I waked here bttt one day for profeflbr 
jEpinus ; he followed me according to promife^ 
a&d gave me notioj of his arrival by ah invita-^ 
tiOH to dine with him. I have ever fince beei^ 
conftantly in his company. He is intimately ac* 
^uainted with bnrgomafter Schroder, fo that 
die latter often dines with us, and is of moft of 
our parties. The day after his arrival we went 
to fee the public libraries. The firft is that of 
St Mary's, which belongs to the clergy, and is 
very wdl filled, but chiefly with boojks of tfi- 
vjnity. Thencq we proceeded to the library of 
St. John's, t;v(hich they call the BiHiatiwjue dt 
la nMefiy and belongs to the ftates of the pro« 
vinoe. The librariaa is a very polite gentk" 
man, M. Koch, a Saxon by birth, who is alfo 
filled Lands Cmfuknt^ or fecretuy to the fiates. 
This is a' very large collection, conMing chiefly 
of boo]ES of law and biftory ; a great mimber ai 
the latter are concerning the a£Fairs of Sweden, 
being a prefeut from an officer of that nation^ 
M. Koch ^attended us from thence to the libra*- 
ry of the town-boufe, where the archives are 
preferved, and of which he is alfo librarian. 
Here is a very lUrge coUe6tion of printed books 
and MSS relatkig to* the hiftory of Mecklen- 
burg, and particularly to the difputes between 
tltic dukes and the mobility of the province. He 
i . flicwed 
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ihewed tls the original convention of the ftates 
in 1525, and the archives and records, which 
are kept in very good order. There we ftaid 
till it was dufk, when we went to fpend the 
evening by invitation with Dr. Efcfaenbachy 
the chief phyfician of Roftock, and brother-in- 
law of profeffor ^pinus. The company* was 
very numerous, moft of them relations, and 
the principal people of the town, among whom 
were colonel Gluer, the commandant, and fe- 
nator Hop. I fliall not enter into the particulars 
of our entertainment; fufiice it to tell you; that 
it was as fumptuous as that of Dr. Trendenlen- 
burg, at Lubeck ; and attended with much thie 
fame ceremonies. The phyficians in this coun- 
try, feem to have entered into a combination 
to deftroy rather than preferve the health of 
their friends and acquaintance; for there is 
more excefs and extravagance at their enter- 
tainments, than even at thofe of the nobility ;, 
and the confequence of fuch excefs cannot be 
any other than the propagation of all forts of 
difeafes. The doctor, however, is a good-na- 
tured gentleman, and well known ii) the repub- 
lic of letters. He has made me a prefent of 
ibme of his luchbrations j among the reft, Ob- 
fervata quadam anatomicthchirugico-medica rariora^ 
Rofiochtiy i753j one volume in quarto. Nova 
fathologia delineation Rojfochii 1 755, one volume 
in oftavo. And a treatife on midwifery, in the 
.German tongue, printed at Roftock in 1765. 

He 
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He does not think I ihall read a treatife on 
midwifery, biit is defirous I ibould fliew it 
to feme of my medical friends, at my return to 
England. 

Early the next morning the profelTor called 
upon me to go with him to the univerfity-li* 
brary at St. James's, which he had referved by^ 
way of bonne bouche^ being the principal library 
of the town. It is indeed a very large collect 
tion, and' kept in excellent order. Here we 
were entertained with feveral curiofities ; 
among the reft, with a book of pfalms in the 
Malabar language, aod Thomas a Kempis in the 
iame, on palm leaves. They fliewed us like* 
wife a beautiful copy of the famous Iferbarlum 
Eichjlatenfej finely bound and gilt ; it was prefent* 
cd to the univerfity by Philip II. duke of Po- 
merania, who wrote the following lines within^ 
^de: Fhiliffus^ dux Pomeranorum^ herbarium bunc 
infui memoriam contulit academia Rojiocbiana^ men- 
fe Septemb. anno 16 15. The book is carefully 
preferved in a wooden cafe. Another curiofity 
is a German treatife on chefs, written by 
Auguftus, duke of Brunfwick, under the 
name of Guftavus Selenus, and printed at Leip- 
iick in 1 6 1 6 ; it was prefen ted to the univerfity of 
Roftock by that prince, who fignified his inten- 
tion by the following lines : Trailatum bunc dc 
ludo latronum & numerorum^ benevolentia & memoria 
ergo^ aiahvr univerjitati JRoftocbiana </(0W mttit 

Vol. I. P 3. Auf 
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l.Augufli i6il. mfpria* They have aMb ano- 
ther preftnt of a book of religious poems by 
his foQ duke Ferdinand Albeit, printed at 
Bevern in 1677, with thefe lines in his own 
band- writing, but in the German tongue: 
> W^ Ferdinand Albert^ duke ofBrunfwick and Luntn- 
imrgt make a prefcnt of this compojitim to the ceJ^a^ 
ted univerfity of JU^flock^ for the uje of its library ; in 
the forty-third year if our age. Given at our rejidence 
^Bevern, the ^th of Mdy^ 1679. The lateft 
princely performance is a book of religious 
poems, written by Guftavus Adolphus, duke of 
Mecklenburg Gulhx>w, and prefcnted to the 
imiverfity by his widow, the dutichefs Mag- 
dalena Sibylla, in 1 7 10. After we had feen eve- 
ry thing moft worthy of notice, we adjourned 
to profeflbr jEpinus's M. Schroder was of the 
company; the converfation after dinner turned 
upon literature^ and every thing was condufted 
with politenefs and eafe* We were invited to 
fpend the afternoon at M. Hop*s, a gentleman 
who lives in the greait market-place, and i$ 
brother to the burgomafter of that name. His 
intention was to fhew us his cabinet of curiofi- 
ties, reckoned one of the beft in the dut- 
chy of Mecklenburg, We accepted the invi- 
tation, and were received with the utmoft 
pplitenefs* This colle<Elion feems to have 
emphjyed M. Hop's whole life ; almoft every 
Tobm in his houfe is fullof fomc kind of rari- 
j -i I ties. 
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Gat^^ as prints^ fiones, gems, miner^Sy &c which 
would take ^ volifipe to dcfcrib^. Yet after 
aU hia laboiir s^ihI paia^, he would be' wiiliBg tq 
4i^re of this t^ea&re ; aad profeflbr JSpiiiys; 
<iefired me to hi&t thi$ circumil^nce to the duk^ 
of Meckleiiburg Schw^^n, if ever an opportu<< 
mty ihould offer. This brought to my iniii4 
the thought of Roufleau, who compares a maa 
tired of his purfuits, to a child gathering ihells 
09 the fea-ihore. He firft begins to fill his pockr 
ets without choice ; tempted by the fight of 
others more beautifdls he dirows the forpiec 
away, then goes on taking aad rejeAi&g» till 
fatigued and confounded, he concludes with 
flinging them all awayy and returns hoine wii^h 
empty pockets. We took leave of M* Hop by 
dulk, and fpent a very agreeable evening at M, 
^pinus's* 

The next day the profeflbr engaged me to 
go with him t9 Ms Niesaan's,, the town-clerk^ 
who had ici^ited us to fee his collection of 
medals, which is reckoned the beft of any in 
Hoftockt and is faid to have coil him up- 
wards of fow thouland crowns. It confiftf 
chiefly of the cpimoi^ Macklenbut^, from the 
earUeil times* We employed tht whdie morn* 
ing in viewing it, and thought our time m<^ 
5t^eeably fpent. On a medal ftruck by John 
Albert, duke of Mecklenburg, at the titoe of 
the Thirty Years war, we faw a legend, which 
pu^les even M. Nieman himfelf : it is this, 
P 2 Fortune 
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Fortune in fortune fort une. The company ,gavc 
different explications, but they all feemed to me 
unfatisfa^tory. We went home to dinner (I 
call the profeffor's houfe my home) where we 
were agaiA joined by burgomafter Schroder, 
and the converfation turned a good deal on the 
article of medals, I find that the profeffor is 
well (killed in the coins of Mecklenburg, and 
has made a pretty collection. He has writ- 
ten a treatife on coins, with which he in- 
tends to favour the public. He is.likewife 
jpoffefled of a great number of infignia or 
feals, and coats of arms, and has printed a trea- 
tife on that fubjeft with the following title : 
De variis terrarum Mgcilenburgicarum^ quibus Jigilla 
ducalia explicanturjfatis^ oratiofolennis in die natah 
fer. due. Car. LeopoL 6. kal. Dec. 1748. ex cathedra 
acad. dida. From medals, the difcourfe infen* 
fibly changed to other topics, and we fell at 
length upon the controverfy between the duke 
and the city of Roftock. The profeffor, I find, 
is a ftrenuous ftickler for the ^aufe of his prince, 
apprehending him to have juitice on his fide. 
In ihort, he looks' upon the R6fi:6ckers as perti* 
nacious republicans, who refofe to acknowledge 
the legal prerogative of their fovereign. How zea- 
lous he is on the fide of prerogative, you may 
judge from his having compofed a folio volume 
in its defence, againft the claims and pretenfions 
of themagiftrates of this city. He has^ been fo 

kind 
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kind as to make me a prefent of this and feveral 
other performances, which he judges neceffary 
or ufeful to my hiftory. Among*other curious 
pieces in his poffeffion, I was vaftly pleafed with 
the fight of a very fcarce Latin poem, relating 
to the affairs of Mecklenburg, with the follow- 
ing title: 

CL Era/mi Micbaelii Lati Margareticorumj hot eft 
de ctmfii^lu GothicOj in quo Margarita Danorum regi-^ 
na aujpiciisy Albertus Megafolenjis^ Suecia rexj captus 
regnpque exutus efi^ libri decern : adfereni/jlimam at que 
illuftrijftmam Anglia^ Francia & Hibernia^ virginem 
reginam. Francofurti 1573* in quarto. 

Thus we fpent the hours till fupper, in ex- 
amining into different authors, and conver- 
fing on fubjeds of ufeful* literature. Even at 
dinner the pro^effor \irould lofe no time, but 
had a number of volumes at hand, which he 
confulted in the midft of his repaft. His man* 
ncr of entertaining is genteel, and not extrava- 
gant ; his table is well ferved, and furnifted 
with good wines; yet there is no encourage- 
ment to excefs ; and he fays of himfelf, what 
was faid of Plato, That they who fup with -ffipi- 
nus never complain the next morning. , He is 
a great admirer of Plutarch's Sympofiacs, and 
therefore loves chearful converfation at meals, 
but efpecially on fuch fubjefts as convey inftruc- 
P 3 tion. 
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nine we pafled through a pretty hamlet called 
Parchentin, about half way ; and by ten ar- 
"rived at Dobbqran. The village lies low, amidft 
gentle eminences, except towards the fea-fide. 
It confifts chiefly of a pleafant green, furround- 
cd with decent c6ttages. On the left fide 
of the green ftands a public-houfe, kept by a 
Dutchman, who has been long fettled in this 
country. The profeflbr ordered the coach to 
drive to this houfe, which we found very neat; 
as foon as we had drunk coffee, the fexton, who 
is a fchoolmaHer and antiquarian, was fent for 
to fibew us the church. The fexton came, and 
we followed our guide, 

Dobberan is a village of the dutehy of Meck- 
lenburg, fituated two miles from the Baltic; 
^nd bine from Roftock. During the times of 
Pagan fuperftition, rfi^ Vcnedi ^orihipped 
their idols here in a grove ; but Pribiflaus XL 
the laft kin^ of the Venedi, having embraced 
the chriftian religion, fuppreffed the idolatrqus 
rites, and erefted a chapel on the faiu^ fpot, in 
the year 1 168. Here alfo he fonnded a Cifter- 
qan moiiaftery, in 1 1 7P ; and endowed it with 
a . handfoiue revenue. The year oif this foun-, 
jdatioji' is expreffed by th^ following infcriptioQ 
iq nipnkx& verfes ; 

> . . « . ' 

Annus mlllenus c^r^em^ feptuagcnus 
f^t prims colittir^ cum, Dobberan Jiruitur^ 

The 



LETTER Vn. ^17 

The monaftciy and chapel were deftroyed after 
ihtt prince's dcceafc, by the idolaters ; but his 
fon Henry Bureviniis I. rcbuUt the monaftery 
in J 186, with greater magnificence. Several of 
his fucceffors made farther grants of privi- 
leges and lands to this houfe. The prefent 
church was finilhed in the reign of Henry Bu-^ 
revlnus IlL and confecrated by Brunward, 
biihop x){ Schwerin, in the year 1232. In pro« 
ce& of time the monaftery becoming immense- 
ly opulent, the church was decorated beyond 
any other in Mecklenburg, with ftatues, paint* 
ings, and fepulchral infcriptions. It was long 
the burying-plabe of the piinces of the houfe of 
Mecklenbiurg ; many of whofe monuments are 
ftill preferved. At the. Reformation the abbey 
was diflblved, and the monaftery changed into 
a faunting'feat for their ferene highnefles, who 
applied a part of the produce of its lands to- 
wards paying the falaries of the profeflbrs of 
the univerfity of Roftock.; : 

The church is a venerable Gothic pile,, 
ninety-fix feet in height, two hundred and 
twenty in length, and one hundred in breadth. 
It is airy and lightfome fo as to be reckon/sd 
a . beautiful piece of antient archite£hire ; but 
contains very few modern embellifliments. 
The high altar is juft, as it ftood in the popiih 
times, crowded with grotefque figures in wood. 
Tbe antiquities preferyed in this place are nu- 
merous j 
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inerous ; and as they mainly relate to the fe» 
rene family, I propofe giviftg you foinc ac-t 
count of them, t fliall divide them ittto paint* 
ings, fiatues, €pitaph», i&fcriptionS| and te^ 
licks. 

P A I N T I N G a 
. They confift chiefly o£ j^ortraits at full 
lengthy and fome from the Ufe,^ tcprt&nt'^ 
ing . the princes of the ferene family^ froto 
the year iijp. Many of them having h»ccn 
greatly injured by time, Were repaired by 
Older of tht laft duke bf Mecklenburg. The 
habita of ibme of the moft ancient princes are 
extremely curious. Thefe paintings are ranged 
in the following order : 

I. Nicolbtus rex Obotntorum, 1 159. 

t. Pribiflaiis, filius regis Nic»loti, obiit 11 79. 

3. John duke of Stargard, died in 13704 

4. Prince Albert died in 1 379. On the right 
hand are thefe words : 

Mvferemini meiy miferemint mi^ ' . 
Vosfaltem amci mei 

5. fitenry tht Corpulent, died in 1477, His 
confort Dorothea, of the houfe of Brandenburg. 

6. Albert, king of Sweden, and duke of 
MecHenburg, died in 1394, and lies interred at 
Gadebufeh. 

7. Albert's firft wife Richardis, At her feet 
lies her dog named Uryfris. 

'8. Al. 
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8. Albert^s fOn ; died in 147^. 

^ Sdpl^iat duke Ulrick's daughter. This 
pdncefe was married th^ loih of Jidy> 157^5 t«l 
Frederick kiiig ;pf Denmat^ 

10. Ulric. la this prince's reign, this church 
:wras repaired in the year 1578 { the duke died 
in 'KJ05. 

' II. Charles died unmarried in 1^1 }« 

11. AJiftas of Pomerania^ cObfort of dvko 

yiric 

13. Albcrf; the. Fair died January iO| 1547 : 
be was buried under the ajit^r^ where thefii 
words are .Writti^n ^ . 

E multis domibus hdsc und/ola domus. 

14. Anne, his confort departed this life ihi 
ijpth of Jantiary, 1567 ; and was interred in th^ 
cathedral of Schwerin. 

1 5. John Albert the t'ifft, died xri 1575. 

16.' Anna Sophia, his confort, toarchionefe ofr 
Brandenburg. 

17. John, fon of Henry the Cotpulent, died 
of the plague at Culmbach in Franconia. 

1 8. John, brother of duke Henry the Coipu- 
lent. 

19. Magnus departed t|iis life in 1503. 

20. Balthafar, fon of duke Magnus. 
51. Eric, another fon of the £ame. 

22. Margaret, queen of Denmark, Norway, 
and Sweden ; Ihe chofe to be interred here in a 
woodeli coffin. 

24. Duke 
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24, Duke Adolph Frederic died In 1^58. 

25. His confort Anna Maria^ of Eaft-Frife- 
land, departed this life the 5th of February, 
KJ34 ; and lies buried here, aged thirty- two 
years, fcven months, and eleven days. 

25. Chriftian Lewis. 

Befides the above portraits, there arc two 
grotefque paintings in this church, which it is 
impoi&ble to view without laughing. The firft 
is: the monk and the devil. The monk is (hut 
up in the church with a woman, whom he en- 
deavours to conceal under his cloak. The de- 
vil fees him, and cries out in Latin : ^id fads 
bic f rater ? quidagh ? vade mecum. What doft 
thou here, brother ? what art thou about ? come 
along with me. The monk makes anfwer. Nil 
in me feferies malij cruenta heftia. Thou flialt 
find nothing, amifs in me, favage monfter. 

The other is the grinding of God's word. 
Over an ancient altar, the word of God is 
poured into a mill by the four evangelifts; 
the twelve apoftles work the mill, and the 
divine word is reprefented as ground to a pow- 
der, which bifhops, ftanding under it, receive 
into, their chalices. The evangelifts, apoftles, 
and bifhops, are fo fhockingly drawn, that \ 
queftion whether Europe affords fuch another 
piece of religious buffoonery. 

S T A. 
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STATUES. 

I. Duke Adolph Frederick, the prcfcnt duke's 
great grandfather, 

2. His conforty Anna Maria; a very fine 
piece of fculpturc, 

3« Duke Albert, king of Sweden. 

4« His confort. 

5. Duke Magnus. . 

6. Duke Balthalan 

7. Duke Eric 

8. Margaret queen of Denmark. 

p. Baron Bahr, grand marihal of the court, 
on horfe-back. 

The above fiatues are done from the life, and 
feveral of them may be deemed excellent per- 
formances, Marihal Bahr's effigies had once a 
iilver iaddle^ with a truncheon, fiirrups, and 
horfe's ihoes of the fame metal; but, in the 
Thirty Years war, the foldiers made free with 
the filver. 

Behind the high altar they fliewed me ano- 
ther ftatue of a very curious kind, viz. An idol 
creclied on a little altar, and called Vitzlifutzli^ 
which they pretend to have been worfhipped 
in the times of paganifm as the God of rain. 

EPITAPHS. 
The epitaphs are numerous ; I fliall give you 
only the moft remarkable ; fome in L^atin, and 
others tranflated from the German. 
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I. Epitaphium frihijlai^ frimi fundatoris hujus 
monafteriij quifuitfilius Ntcolotij Vagriorum^ Circifa* 
nopum^ Polaborumj Oboiritorum^ Kijimrum Yandah- 
rumque regis illuftrijjimi. 

Primus ego patrios ab Erulis tiqui pena/fs^ 

Atque PrUn/iaus credidi primus egp. 
Teftantur patrium gentilia praliaregtaOf 

^luefuerit quondam gloria wofira potent. 
"Banc tandem ut domuit Saxonum dux LeofortiSy 

Hunc tibi nwx placidum Chrijle dicavi tocum. 
Irrupitfavofeptis ter Sarmata beHo^ 

^td vd quot cajl prijha rufsa docet. 
Dehinc Solymas adii^ rediens dum Troica lufi 

Vrbecadens luna trijiia fata tuli. 
OblitQS fed ibi cineres religio grata 

Noluitj irjujfis condidit ilia locis. 
Felices femperfi jura fueri nepotes 

Prifcatocifludeant^&piacaptajuvent. 

n. Epitaphium dncis Hehrici Lconia. 

Anno 1 329, ipfo die beata Jgneta virginis^ in op- 
pido Sternberg^ obiit princeps dominus Henricusy cogno* 
mine L^Oj dux Megapolenfis^ nee non Stargardia ac 
Roflochienfis ter r arum dominus ^ in hoc monajlerio Dobe^ 
ranenftfepultus. Hie ajjignavit eidem monaflerio in 
extremis fids fbulam auream vaUntem 300 marcas 
argehti. Jtemfcyphum aureum babentem 5 marcas in 
pttdere. Item^ Dextratium^ valentem 100 mareas 
argentu Ejus anima cum ammalm Progemtorum, 

fwmm. 
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fioffwn^ ac mnmumfideUum defunOtirum fer Bet pam 
nufodcordiam^ nqmejtit in pace. 

Anna millem tricmiemqm vkenn^ 
Hmc mmrp, fUwJw^a parit^nquc nffvtnSf . 
jS^e r^x calejlu ^natm temport m^s 
Ex tujusgejlis perit erbis morbida pejiis. 
A^4^la%dmd^filntFaftaftmper amand^^ 
i§Mt Siargard^f dminw quajue Ms^nopcienfii 
Jc Bffflcchmfti^ qum mnquam terruit€^Si 
iJicja^tt hutmuf hn c^rpm vUtficatus^ 
S^d Chrijh gr^W invatftmfine ifatus. 
' . Jj^i Ifgis htscam^ q^^dChriJius in b^c.pm. bgr^ 
Omnia pejorafm hx^ it fine wom^ 
P^nfqwftl^rt^mprafef^inobilhrm^ 
^ largitoremcermtvit^gHe dat0rem. 

Anm niUeno tricm 'mctnque nmm^ 
Natus ut illi ^ft qum pradixere $ibyfl0 . 
Di^a dk magna proh ! lUrKphngitur 4gnm 
Mecilenhrg princeps quern trijlis obiijje doht pkbf^ 
Huic gemtrix ChriftifuccUrrat, in nw trifti^, 
Danrniis ariletur fid jujiis congrafulatur. 

Ill- Duke Albert, a juft prince, departed thiy 
life in 1 368. He governed Schwerin, Roftock^ 
and Stargard, and was a great benefaftor to 
this monaftery. By his death the public hai 
loft a Machabeus, who had the qualiti^ of the 
eagle and the lion, the ftrength of Sampfon, the 
beauty of Paris. He died in his doth yean 
• 4, Duke 
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IV. Dake Henry, the fon of Albert He go- 
verned this lind with great wildoni, in conr 
junftion with hift brother Magnus. He applied 
himfelf dofe to ftudy ; but his philofophy was 
to adniinifter juftice, by which means the mer- 
chant could travel in iafety. He departed 
this life in 1400* 

V. Duke Magnus, fon of Henry the Corpulent; 
He was great indeed, and efieemed as Aick by 
kings and princes. Twice did he pay a vifit tp 
the papal court, and once he performed a pil- 
grimage to the Holy Land. The emperor adorn* 
ed his coat of arms with a rofe. He raifeid the 
church of St. Jameses in RofiOck, to the dignity 
of a cathedral ; expelled the Jews from Stem- 
berg ; and died of the peftilence. 

VL Urfula, of the eleftoral houfe of Branden- 
burg, wife of llenry the Pacific, departed this 
life in 1 51 1. ' She was mother of three children. 

VII. EriCi fon of duke Magnus, was made a 
biihop before the canonical time, on account 
of his erudition. He travelled into Italy; and 
died at Schwcrin in 1505, December the 24th. 

VIII. Magnus Ill.bifliop of Schwerin, departed 
this life in 1550, the 28th of January, at But- 
aow. He was a very learned man, profoundly 
verfed in the Latin tongue, and of acute judg- 
ment. 

IX. Elizabeth, a Daniih princefs. This monu- 
ment was erefted to her memory by her huf- 
band, the abovementioned bilhop. 

X. DeQ 
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10. Deo qptimo maximo. Ulric, by the grace of 
God, duke of Mecklenburg, and his wife Eliza- 
beth, of the royal family t)f Denmark, have 
erefted this monument in memory of their an^ 
ceftors, in 1583. 

Thep follows a long cqpy of German verfes, 
mentioning the princes in fucceffion, who lie 
buried in the church. 

11 . On baron Baar's 9jonument Vmutmfh 
ferer^ mortuus fum ut viverem. Patriam averfatnf^ 
cut feregrinatlo dulcis eft.^ Dies mortis vita gloriojijjt'' 
tnd natalis ejl. Orta cadunt. Virtus mori nefcit. 

" . 12. But the moft curious of all the epitaphs, 
is the following upon a perfon named Pqter 
Wiefe, It is partly German and partlyiatin, 
in ftanz2is qf fix verfes ; the firft of which 
rhinj^s to the fourth, the fecond to the fifth, 
and the third to the fixth. This being the moft 
extraordinary kind of verfification I ev^r faw, 
may be not unworthy of your notice. I fliall 
give you the German lines with the Latin, to 
Ihew you the nature of the rhime. 

u- -D . w r S^^^*^ requiefcit in ifla. 
Hier Peter Wiefe ij- u- . . 

iLiegt^m eenerholten kifte.: 

r> , w- ^ ^Ccelejlem quique lenfla^ . 

Gottgeev'emfj,yfe| i^ hdmLl jeder jnrifte, 

Bidde -vor {ienc(PrAibus brevibusgemiorem, 
feele. C Mit korten bede den heren. 

Vordagetvecle 5 f W'««^ ^' W.«^ * 
lAJsLt he em wuU ewig ehren. 
Vol. I, (^ : Een 



Eeen frond ate liefe j ^ 
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\Noftmfuit ipfe cohortts^ 
\ Dcr unfern ifs hie gewcfcn 
. 5 ^^^^fi^ tempore mortis. 

\ In ficnem tode bewefen. 

{Dulias tres perpetuates. 
Drcc deenfte de nig to 
geringe. 
f Res dedit atquejpecidles^ 
Da uns an S^ogctf^^T^^^^^^^dzn&CT^nsc. 
Dr^um fchall ock C Is nojlra fub prece vere. 
blicfen. (^Hr. Peter in unfer bede. 

YT M. r\. ^ {David in folio reftdere^ • 
Unwiltemfchfie-j^^ wahnen by David ia 

^^^ I cener ftede. 

12. We fiiall conclude with the following 
epitaph on one Pott, which is fdmewhat whim* 
£cal : 

Here lies Ahleke Pott ; 

Have pity on me, O Lord God, 

As I would have pity on thee, 

Wert thou Ahleke Pott, 

And I Lord God. 

INSCRIPTIONS. 

The infoiptions are very numerous, but few 
curious; fo that I did not think it worth while 
to tranfcribe any more than the following : 

I. Upon a table. 

2 Larga 



t E T T E & VIti fl«7 

tjirga Dei pietas veniam Tim dimdiabitj 
Jut nihil f aut Mum^ te lachrymante^ dabiL 

t . Under a crucifix 

Effigtm Qhrifti qui tranfts femper honora^ 
Non eqmdem effigicm fed quern d^tgnat odoraK 

3. Updn tli6 greit bcU. 

En ego campdna nunqtidm denuncio vaniy 
Laudo DeumveFtfrn^plebem voco^ convaco clerunu 
In tteycai: ijoi. 

4* tJnder the orgaii are the following eleganC 
lines : • 

liinc venti dociUs teftmo fe carcere fohrnnt^ 
Et cantutAactepta pro Itbertate rependunti 

ft E L I C It S. 
In the church of Dobberan ai'e ftill {itefer^ed 
many of thofe relics fo much refpeded in pd« 
pilh times. They afe ihewn tioiv as a curiofi* 
ty« and a mark of the ignorance and fuper- 
fiitioii of former ages. The lift of them is as 
follows : 

1. A fmall quantity of flax, which the virgin 
Mary had for Spinning. 

2. A bundle of hay, which thie Thfee Wife 
men of the Eafi had for their cattle^ and left 

. behind them at Bethlem. 

<^i 3. A 
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3. A bone of Ignatius Loyola, the founder of 
the-jefuits. 

4. A piece of poor Lazarus's garment. 

5. A bone of St. Chriftopher, and the firft^ 
joint of his thumb. 

6. The flioulder-blade of the faid St. Chrifto- 
ph(*r. 

7. A piece of linen, which the virgin Mary 
wove with her own hands. 

8. A piece of the head belonging to the fi£b 
mentioiied in Tobiah. 

' 9. The napldn which die bndegrbbm made 
ufe of at the marriage of Cana in Galilee. 

JO. Some bones of Mrs. Adams, grandmo- 
ther of an abbot of Dobberan. , 

1 1. A piece of Jofcph's mantle, which he left 
in the hands of Potiphar's vife, when flic 
tempted him to lie with her. 

12. A hair of St. Jerom's muftachoes. 

I 1 3. Part of Judas's bowels, which guflied out 
„^ hQ burft afunder. . / 

. 14. The fciffars with which Dalilah cut off 
.Sampfon's hair. 

15. A piece of the apron which the butcher 
\vore, when he killed the calf upon the return 
X)f the prodigal fon. 

' 1 6. A fragment of Chrift's winding-flieet. 
. J7, One of the five fmooth' ftones which 
.David put into his bag, when he went to en- 
counter the giant Goliath, . . : . 
/ 18. A branch of the tree on which Abfalom 

hung by the hair. 

Ip. The 
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tp. The ftone with which Zipporah circum- 
cifed her child on the ro.ad. 

20. A ntght-cap of the virgin Mary ; with 
fome of the hones of the Holy Innocents, 
flaughtered by Herod. 

a I. A night-cap of the infant Jefus, 

22. The head of St. Thomas the apoftle. 

23. The head of St Paul. 

24. The head of St. Peter. 

25. A piece of St. Peter's fifliing-net. 

This is the whole CoUedion^ which they prc- 
ferve with as much care as if it contained a nioft 
valuable treafure. The profeffpr told me that 
one of the principal relicks had been ftolen in 
the laft century ; and it was no lefs than a quill 
of the angel GabriePs wing.. 

After we had fully indulged ourfelves with a 
fight of thefe curiofities, we returned to our 
inn, where the landlord had got us a pretty 
good dinner; but we drank our own wine, 
which the profeffor had the precaution to take 
with him, and was far preferable to that of the 
houfe : every thing, however, was clean and 
neat in the Dutch manner. Dinner being over, 
I imagined we had nothing more to do but to 
return to Roftock. I was miftaken -, the pro- 
feffor told me he muft fliew me one of the 
greateft curiofities in Europe, at a place two 
miles diftant from thence, and known by the 
nanie of Heili^endam. While the coach was 

Q.3 g^- 
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getting ready, we walked a ^ little way to fee 
a row of cottages, where a linen mnufadory 
has been lately ere<^ed. The cottages were fo 
neat, the country fo pleafant, and the view of 
Dobberan church fo ftriking^ that I own I was 
captivated with the beauty of the landfqape ; 
and Ihould willingly have chofe this place for a 
retreat the remainder of my days. Sit mc^ fides 
ptinamfin^£la. 

May Dobb'ran to my lateft hours 
Afford a kind and calm retreat : 
There may my l^bqurs e|id| my wandering 

ceafe, 
Therg aU my toik, my fe^^chesi^ r^ft in peace. 

The coach foon coming up, we ftepped in^ 
ILndaft^r bidding a Ipng adieu to this charming 
abodi^i WP P??tch?4 the fea-fide, in lefs thaii 
half an )iQiir, Pere the profpeft is admirable j 
on the l?ft w^ beheld a country adonied with 
luxuriant m^adSt ^hile ^he right prefented u$ 
with the pleaiing vdldnefs of a foreft. Before 
us was a yaft pxp^nfc of wat?r, that angry 
element, which iqioothed its rough face, and 
feen^ed to ppt on a fmile at/ our approach. Twp 
chryftal rivulets glided gently o^ through the 
meads, and joined th^ir ftream^ befo^q they en-< 
tered the fea, at a place called Rehtwifch, 
^here is a fafe and commodious bay, Heilor 
gendam firuck us with furprife ; it has the 
appearance of a great dyke raifed by art» to keep 
'^ ' ^ off 
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off the fca, which would othcrwife overflow 
the country* The profeffor told me, that ac- 
cording to an ancient tradition, this part of the 
land was fenced in from the fea by a great waU 
or dyke, founded on piles, which being infuffi^ 
cient to flem the fury of the ocean, and the 
people being threatened with an inundation, 
prayers were ordained throughout the country, 
to avert the impending calamity : thefc proved 
fo eflo^cacious, that by the Divine mercy and 
providence, this great barrier rofe up of itfelf 
in one night. The profeffor, however, looks 
upon it as a legend. But the great curiofity 
was the pebbles on the fea-fide, which are ex* 
ceeding beautiful, and hardly two of a colour 
perfeftly alike. We gathered feveral, as is the 
cuftom of travellers that come this road ; and 
night approaching, we made the beft of our 
way back to Roftock. By that time we got to 
M. JEpinus's houfe, we were very much tired; 
yet the good profeffor would have ps ft^^ to fup 
with himi» 

Early this morning M. ^pinus fent me 
fome mor^ papers and books relating to Meck- 
lenburg, which make a large bale, and will be 
troublefome and expenfive to carry in the poft* 
waggon. I propofe going from hence to Guf. 
trow, in my way to Strelitz. The profeffor 
would not let me have this one day of retir^- 
j^ent to myfelf, but has infifted upon my dining 

^4 witb 
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witii him for the hft time, M. Schroder was of 
the party, and has received a fetter this moni- 
ing from New Brandenburgh, which mentioifs 
that the duke of Mecklenburg Strelitz had pat 
fed through that city, in his way to Kolpin, the 
feat of Baron Dewitz, whom he intends to ho- 
nour with a vifit. This gentleman, M, Schroder, 
h^s given me a recommendatory epiftle to M. 
Piftorius at New Brandenburg, who is fyndic 
to the ftates. of the province, and reckoned a 
very learned antiquarian. The profeffor has 
favoured me with another to Dr. Hagedorn, 
an eminent phyfician at Guftrow, and brother 
to a lady who went over to England with her 
majefty. After dinner I took leave of my two 
good friends with great concern and regret, 
penetrated with a deep fenfe of their favours, 
and efpecially of thofe conferred upon me by 
the worthy and learned profeiTor. 

I muft now tal^e my leave of you too, my 
friend, for I am very much tired, and want to 
prepare, my felf for to-morrow's journey, by a 
good night's reft.. You fhall hear from me at 
Guftrow; in the mean time I reniairr with all 
love and fincerity, 

Dear Sir, ybur^&c. 



LET. 
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Gufironv, 8$ffmier ^, 1766* 

Dear Sii, 

I Set out from Roftock for this place the 23d 
inftant, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, in 
company with a lawyer belonging to Ouftrow, 
wjio is a chearful and excellent companion. 
Moft part of the way was through well-culti- 
vated lands, but of unequal furface. We pafled 
by Keffien, formerly a famous city, now an 
infignificant village, diftant about a mile and 
an half from Roftock. The appearance of the 
country was very agreeable, being a fucceffion 
of verdant hills, with the river Warnow mean- 
dering through the vales. Between eleven and 
twelve we. arrived at a village called Kabeftorp, 
.five miles from Roftock, and foon after wc 
reached the hamlet of Sam, where wc dined. 
My companion and I ^had taken provifions 
with us from Roflx)ck, otherwife we ihould 
have fared but poorly ; for, as I obferved 

to 
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ferved to you before, the inns upon the road 
throughout this country, are very indi£fer« 
cnt. Here we ftaid above an hour, and about 
three we proceeded on our journey. In contiing 
out of Sam, we afcended a hill, and foon after 
reached a pleafimt village called Sprens, fitua* 
ted in the neighbourhood of a fmall lake. The 
towns of Schwan and Luffow we left on the 
right, and it was not long before we efpied 
die city of Guftrow. The number of geefe 
i^jnread all over the country was prodigious. A 
fyirit of induftry difplayeditfelfin thepeafants, 
who were all employed in the open fields ; the 
, greater part ploughing with oxen, and fomc 
few widi horfes. They are generally tall, 
raw-boned men; their hair light- coloured, 
and very long. The fituation of Guftrow 
is in a bottom, which prevents it from being 
feen at any great diftance. Near the entrance 
of the town is a handfome cafcade, formed by 
the river Nebel, which waflies its walls. By 
fix we reached Guftrow, and put up at the beft 
inn in the city, the mafter of which bears the 
noble name of Lobkowitz. Since my arrival I 
have been agreeably entertained in feeing a 
variety of company, and in viewing the cu- 
riofitics of this town, which greatly furpajGTed 
my expedatiom 

Guftrow is the capital of the circle and prin« 
dpality pf Wend?n, in the dutchy of Meckr 
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lenburg, diftant about twenty miles from Rof- 
tock. The antiquarians of this country fup- 
pofe its name to be Vcnedic, fome deriving it 
from GutZ'tranveiy implying a green-hill ; and 
others from Geftri and Rmv^ iignifying a number 
of ditches. The fituation of this city anfwers 
to both etymologies, fince it is furrounded with 
pleafant eminences, and fiands on the little ri- 
ver Nebel, by which the adjacent meadows 
are watered. The Nebel takes its rife in the 
neighbourhood of the town of Plawe, and con* 
tinuing its courfe by Guftrow and Butzow, 
empties itfelf into the Warnow. The town 
was built in 1220, by Henry Bui:evinus I. His fon 
Henry Burevinus II. made a grant to it of the 
woods of Peemer and Kleeft, and favoured it ladth 
the laws of Schwerin. The circumference of the 
town is not quite three miles, but it is very po- 
pulous, and i^eckoned the pleafanteft in Mecklen- 
burg. The ftreets are fpacious and regular, fome 
of them planted with trees, and thehoufes neat- 
ly built. The chief courts of judicature for the 
dutchy are held in this city, and here is alfo a 
fiiperintendency for the direftion of ecclefiafti- 
cal affairs. This is what renders the town £b 
populous, and has overftocked it with lawyers. 
The frequent appeals to the aulic court, and to 
Wetzlar, make buiinefi for thefe gentleitieny 
whom I feldom hear talk of any thing but the 
Gravamina of their clients. ' The great market* 
place ijs a fpaciops area, where ftands the town- 

houfe, 



ijd LETTER VIIL 

hanfcy a large but ancient ftniftare. They 
have alfo a gymnafium^ or public granunar^ 
iehool^ which is held in good repute, and filled 
with able profeffors. The principal trade of 
the inhabitants, for a long time^ was their 
ftrongbeer, which they brewed very good, and 
agreeable to the ftomach. It was called in the 
¥enedic language Knefeknack^ which iignifie$ 
princely beer, from John the Theologian, prince 
of Mecklenburg, who was fond of this liquor. 
But after all my fearches, I could get none of 
it ; and what they commonly drink here is a 
new beverage, very fweet, and, I believe, un- 

wholefome. 

The town has fome edifices deferving of a 
traveller's notice. There are two churches, 
the dome and the parifh church, befides a cha- 
pel dedicated to the Holy Ghoft, The two lat- 
ter contain nothing curious, but the dome 
is one of the mofi: remarkable ftrudures in 
the whole dutchy of Mecklenburg. It was* 
built by Henry Burevinus II. prince of Meck- 
lenburg, in 1226, and dedicated to St. 
Cecilia. The archite^re is Gothic, and the 
outiide not very firiking; but within it is airy 
Rnd lightfome, and moreover adorned with a 
great number of infcriptions and fumptuous 
monuments. As moft of thefe relate to the 
dukes of Mecklenburg, I fhall give you a 
(bort account of them. 

The 
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The firft monument is of Henricus Burevinus. 

It is of a grey marble, three and twenty feet 
high, and the fame in breadth. The cornice is 
of the Corinthian order, and over is an orna- 
ment with thefe letters : 

H. G. V. G. 

Underneath is the date, 

ULRiC, duke of MECKLENBURa 

A. I. G. G. 

ELIZABETH, dutchefs of MECKLENBURG. 

On each fide of the ornament is a ftatue five 
feet high, one reprefenting Juftice, the other 
Charity; The work is fupported%by two fluted 
pilafters, in the Corinthian ord^r. The bafe is 
covered M^ith marble, where Henry Burevinus 
in armour, and at full length, reclines on a 
cufliion. On the pane is a genealogical table of 
all the diikcs of Mecklenbujg, engraved in 
gold letters in relief. Upon a blue ground, and 
fupported by little figures of genii or angels. 
Over the cornice are fix banners, of which only' 
the ftavcs are remaining. 

In the frie2:e of the bafe, is ^the forllowing 
infcription in the German language. 

The 
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The genealogy of the dukes of Mecklen-' 
burg, beginning with Henry Burevinus, 
fon of BurevinuSy founder df this Dome ih 
the year of our Lord 1226'; vrho wa* 
thrice married : firft, to Sophia, daughter 
ofthe king of Sweden, by whom he had 
fotir fons and two daughters ; fecondly, fo 
a dutchefi of Saxony, in 1228; thirdly, to a 
countefs of Ruppin, in 1228; to the memo- 
ry of which Henry Burevinus, who was 
buried here in 1228, and to the honour of 
the princely line, duke Ulric of Mecklen- 
burg ereded this monument in the year of 
our Lord 1 574. 

The fecond monument is of Dorothea of 
Denmark, dutcheifs of Mecklenburg. 

It is twelve feet in height, and nine in 
breadth. The body is of black marble, with 
red marble columns of the Tufcan order. The 
cornice is alfo of black marble in the Tufcan 
order. On the bafe lies the dutchefs Dorothea 
in white marble, at full length, with a white 
cufliion, in the ancient Teutonic drefs. In the 
freeze of the bafe are two tables of white mar- 
ble, with fome fcriptural fentences, and en- 
riched, befides, with all manner of decorations. 
In the pane i^ the following epitaph in Roman 
letters : 



LETTER Vm. 2jf 

EPITAPHIU M. 

Prim Danorum Friderici filia regis f 

E Sophia^HuJiri Pomerana frihcife nata^ 

Chrijfofbori Megakpokos ducis inclytd conjufMf 

^am fietasy quam fur a fides ^quam gratia morum 

Hervinarum deem effecere Deique 

Bonis Dcrotheamfama/ufer atbera notamf 

Hue tulit offa obiensj animam tu Chrifte tulijiif 

Hac moefta Elifabeth fofuit monumtnta forori^ 

DeeeJJit die XI. Novembri^ 

Jmo Cbrifti MDLXXF. 

The third monament is of Ulric, duke of 
Mecklenburg. 

This is feventecn feethigh, and twenty-feven 
in breadth. The body is of black marble. The 
pane is divided into two compartmentiS) by 
two columns of red marble, finely decorated. 
The cornice is fupported by two pilafters of 
white marble, with termini in the Ionic order* 
On the right is Faith, holding in one hand the 
crofs, in the other a book. On the left is Pru* 
dence, with a mirror in one hand, and in the 
other a twining £erpent, at full length* Be- 
hind the columns are fluted pilajfters. The cor« 
nice is of the Compofite order. On the bafe 
are three fiatues, at full length, k^eeling on 
cufhions of white marble, with an ornament to 
cachllatue. 

First 
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« 

Duke Ulric, i|i#i:mQur ^nU ^bare-headed ; be- 
fore him Ik 'his helmet ^iid g^untkte : here alfo 
is ^ pedeftal in t;he Tufcan order, lyith the arms 
f^ M^cklrab^rg and other OHiamentSy and a 
book fpread open npon ji de&. His hands are 
joined, as if prayji^g. On the j^ne is the ge- 
nealogy flf his aftceftorg, to the fifth line. 
The arms $Hid t^tefi are fnpported by little 
figures, or imagss nrf gtogels ; the whole of 
white marble. Qvar the ornament in the cor- 
nice, the arms of Mecklenburg are engraved; 
%nd undecaPAf h this infcription : 
1585- 

ph, g. V. y. G^. 

UWiJC, Pufcc of MECKLENBURG. 

jSjfecoKP jStatue. 

In the other compartment orfedion, lies the 
dutchefe EKzaberii, the firft wife of duke Ulric, 
in the ancient Teutonic drefs, done from the 
life, and kneeling upon a culhion of white 
marble; before her is a pedeftal, with a book 
and dcfe, as before the duke her hufband. 
I^ the pane is her genealogy, to the fifth 
ikfcent, and fupport^d by fmall figures of 
»ng<p!6. Under thefe figures and arms, 

• Thofe capitals ftand for the following German words, 
Hirr Gen *vtrieiht uns gnadt^ that is, Lord Ged^ grant us gract. 

8 are 
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are fome foiittoces Irom tlie Bibk, particularly 
thcfc wdr4s from the ftcond chapter of St. 
Luke, j^utjlatovcrfe: « 'Lbrd> no^ lettefl thou 
thy fervant depart %k pea:^ fee/'. Ovek- the 
ornament in the cornice are the arms of Den- 
mark, and uicdemeatk : < 

> - ■ '. •■ -J. iS^Ss..) •• i: • 

JEIJZABETH DUTCHESS 0¥ MECKtEN- 
': . vBURG* 

In the fneaee of the ba& ztc the foUbwi&g 
tines in Redman letters* 

Dn. Eltfabetha fereniff. D^ma :&^Nptv^ia. 
Regum Frideric. LJili^^ Chr'^am Ilh/orwi^^ 
Primum Magni. deindeUlrici illujlrijf.ducum 
Megapel, conjugi. efuenim huicfeperit Sofhiam. 
Friderico IL regt Septefhtritmis Max. nuptum eft. 
^a cum ifepotes fll.'& inter eos etiam CArifti^ 

anutn. 
JV. Regem eleSitm. & Nept.W. natUs. Adi^fdi- 

Cum Marito in Dania -invM^* i^ ipfiad 
Megapel, fuos redUn. dufn h F^lftrisi a&Jlr9. 
Adverjo tenttur febri iqtrepi^. ihi4em(pjLt . 

Sublata. pie. expiravit :. & xxiii. Novenib. . 

♦ Thefe^ capitals ftand f&f t1i6 following German wprA, 
Jiks nacb Gm$s wiiintt^that is» Ail as GpJ fUafitb. 

Vot, L a lit. 
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Monumento buic exuvias fuas ffe lati/s^ 
Rtfurre^l. intultL an. at. Ixvu Chrifti- 
CIjIoXXCFI: Matri fatria it cdnforti 
Optatijf. viduus maftijf. f. 

Third Statue. 
The third ftatue in the third compartment or 
feftion, is that of Anna, the fecond wife of 
duke Ulric ; it is alfo of white marble, kneel- 
ing in an ancient Teutonic -ditefs, " with a 
pedeftal in the Tufcan order, the arms of 
Pomerania upon it, and over that a book and 
cufliibn. In the pane is her genealogy, with 
images and coats of arms. Underneath are 
fome fentences from the Bible; upon the or- 
Bament in the cornice are the arm^ of Pomc- 
rjmia^ and at bottom^ : 

H. G. A. A. N^. 
ANNE, DUTCHESS OF MECKLENBURG. 

Near the ornaments are four ffatues, three 
yards high. Piety,' Charity, Hope and Fortitude; 
and over them fome leffer figures, with the 
image of Chrift in the middle, and the reft with 
lighted torches in their hands. ^ • 

The above three ftatues of duke Ulric and 
both his wives, are done exaftly frorii the life ; 

• The above capitals ftandf for the following German 
words, HilffGott um alUf notb, tj>at 1$, Dilivtr «/, God, M 
• •fall dtfinjs. 

. 3Ul4 
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tnd it is faid that the ftatuary was obliged to 
change the head of the dutxhefs Ann three 
times, before the duke could be fatisfied. Be- 
tween the cornice and the architrave in the 
fneze, are fome fcriptural ftories, beginning 
with the Annunciation of the virgin Mary, and 
continued under the pillars in the dies of the 
pedeftals, to Chrift's afcenfion, three-and- twenty 
in number, and curioufly wrought in white 
marble. Both the ftatues and' the hiftorical 
pieces are alj of exquifite workmanlhip : fo per- 
fe<Sly are the mufcles, lineaments and. dra- 
pery expreffed, as to excite admiration./ The 
whole work has been feveral times repaired and 
beautified, and iaftly in 1709. Thefe monu* 
ments zxe all inclofed in a £ne iron balluftrade 
fixty-one feet long, four and a half high. 

Tombs of the princes of this'familt in 
the choir before the grea,t altar., 

In the middle of the upper choir is a tomb 
of grey marble^ fix feet .and a half long,, fowr 
feet four inches broad, and pear three ..feet 
high. On the right hand. is, the following 
infcription in golden lettei;? , in the Germaa 
tongue : 

Pribiflaus, the fecond king of the : Venedi, 
great-grand-father of duke Henry Bure- * 
vinus the younger. 

R 3 TKen 
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Then the Venedic arms. 

Voisclava, born queen o£ Norway, great- 
grand-mother of duke Henry Burevinw 
the younger. 

Then the Northern Lion as her arm«. 
On the left fide is this infcription* 

Henry Burevinus the elder,, duke of Meck^ 
lenburg, and prince of Wendcn, father of 
duke Henry Burevinus the younger. ^ 

^hen the Venedic arms; 

.... *'• -r 

Matilda, born queen of Poland, mother of 
duke Henry Burevinus the younger. .. ,j 

. Then the Polifli eagle as her armg. 

,' ■ . ' , f 

The covering is of marble feven feet long, and 
ibur feet four inches broad! On the top is. the 
Venedic buSMo, with a ring: clofe by are the 
three crowns from the Swedifh arms ; and un- 
derneath the foUowinja; infcription. 

• Henry Burevinus, duke pf Mecklenburg, 
founder of thi^ Dttme, departed this life in 
the yeair of our Lord 1228;: 
" * Sophia, 
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Sophia, born queen of Sweden, dutchefs of 
Mecklenburg, wife of Henry Burevinus. 

Underneath is a vault four feet broad, and 
feven long, where, after Henry Burevinus, the 
following princes of Werle and Wenden were 
interred. Nicholas, in 1277. Laurence, the 
15th of September, 1 393. Balthafar, the 5th of 
April, 1 42 1. William, prince of Werle and 
Wenden, September 7, 1436. With this prince, 
who was the laft of his line, his helmet and 
ihield were configned to the earth. 

The vAULf or burning place belonging. 

• TO John Albert, duke of Mecklenburg, 

AND HIS princely LINB.^ 

To this vault, which is before the altar, and 

covered with a tomb-ftone, you ha^ an eafy 

>4efcent. Here are depofit;ed the remains of fe- 

veral of the dukes and princes of this familft 

with infcriptions, 

I. A flat block-tin coffin, with this in- 
fcription : 

* Herferene highnefs, Elizabeth dutchefs of 

Mecklenburg, of the houfe of Heffe Caffel, 
was borii at Caffel, the 28th of March, 
159^; and m that. fame place, and on 
the ikme day of the month, anno 1618, 
was married to jfohn Albert, coadjutor of 
R 3 tfe^ 
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the bilhop of Ratzeburg,duke of Mecklen- 
burg, &c. died at Guftrow the i6th of De- 
cember, 1625, firmly believing in Chrift, 
and invoking God^s mercy, 

decorated with the ducal arms, and fcntences 
from fcripture. 

II. A raifed block-tin coiEn, fcven f(^et and 
an half long, on which is the following 
infcription in Latin. 

Princeps.beatiJJimus. Joannes Albtrtus^ dux Meck^ 
linburg. &c. Natus die. v. Maiif anni MJD.XC. Patre 
Johanne^ duce Mecklenburg, matre. Sophia, duce 
flol/atia^ &c. dieix. Odobr. anni 1608. Stockbolmii. 
Primum. matrimanium. feliciter. init. cum. Margareta 
EUfabeta. ^Ha Chrijlophori & Eli/abeta. ducum. 
Mecklenburg, fed. ilia, die xxii. Decernbr. anni 1611. 
mortua. ^d. fecundas. nuptias. progrejfus. uxorem. 
ducit. Eli/abet bam. Mauritii. principis. Cattorum.Jili* 
am. qua. quum. improlis. decederet die xv. Decembr. 
anni. 1625. Ita volente. Deo, Tertiam. Jibi^ conju" 
gem, ex. familia. Anhaltina, elegit, ^a etiamnum 
beatijjitne. defunElo. Marito, fupervtvit. Eleonoranu 
Mariam. Jiliam, Chrijiiani. principis. Jnbaltini.Jot 
lemnibus, nuptiarum^ celebratis. Guflrevia, die viu 
JAaij. Ann. 1626. Et. ex. ea.JufcepiuCuJlavum^ 
4dolphum. fpem folam. propaginis, principatum. adiit, 
Gujirovia. die. xi. Julii. Anni 1611. In exiliunu una. 
eum. uxore. et. liberis. ejedus. anno. MDCXWIII. 
ind^x ^um iifdem. feliciter, rcdiit, di^ xviii, Julii. 
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minu 163 1, tandem, die. xxiti Aprtlis. anni 16^6. 
aliquot men/es. ante. ager. affeBu.hydropico.firma. in. 
Jefu Chrijii. redemf torts, fut. nixus. fducia. fufts. 
f^nde. ad. Deum.frecibus. tt fufpiriis., in. confpeilu. 
<mmum.fere. mnijlrwum.fmrum. horam. intra. no6Hs. 
xi. & xii. cum. lacrymis. ajlantium. flacide. et. beate. 
obdormivit. quum. vixijfet. annqs^ xh. menfes xi. Septi^ 
man. ii. boras iv. conditus. monumento die xxx^ 
Junii Amu 1 636* H/V, exfe&at. refurredlionem^ 

On both fides, and round the infcription, 
are feveral fentences out of the Bible ; at the 
top are the arms of Mecklenburg; and at the, 
bottom thofe of Holftein. 

III. A block-tin coffin, eight feet and an half 
long, with a raifed covgr, and the following 
infcription : 

Sereniffinue principis ac domina domina Eleonor^ 
Mariaf ducis Mecklenburgenjisy nat^ ex Anbaltino^ 
rum illuftrijjfima familia anno 1600, die 17 Augufii. 
defponfdta fereni/Jimo duci Johanni Alberto^ Mecklen^ 
bufgenji. anno. 1626. die 7 Maii. Principis optima^ 
iujus vix Jimilem patria noftravidit^ exanimum corpus' 
in hoc loctdo fepultumjacet. Mortua eft princeps bea-- 
tijjima annoChrifti falvatoris 1656, die. 7 Julii. atat, 
57. & ejufdem anni menfu Septenibris die 16. a Je^ 
renijftmo Jilio duce Guftavo Adolpho^ ejus reliqua hie 
Urm mandata. 

R 4 IV. A 
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IV. A raifed brock-tin coffin, ieven feet and a^ 
half long^ with the following infcriptioxt : 

€^Jiffima frincipis ac domino dominie Anna Siphis^ , 
duds Ugnicenfis in SiUjla^ nata ex M€ckt6nburgtnfi^ 
urn ducum fereniffima famiKa anno 1628, dej^onfatd 
cdjfjfimo duct Ludovico Lignicenft in Sikjia^ ann& 
1648. Prindpis aptim^j 6ff. exammum corpus in' 
hoc hculo fepultum jaceL anno Cbrijitfervatms i666» 
X. Februar. demortua 6? 29. Ma^j. ejufdenL anm. A 
fereniftmo fratre duce Gtiftavo Adolpbo. ejus reKquia 
hie terr^e mandata. "fob. xi. 25. Ego /urn refurrec* 
tio^ (^c. 

y. A block-tin coffin, with a flat cpVer ; the, 
infcription in German : 

Phil. i. 21, For me to live is Chrift, and to die 
h gain. 
Anno i^35f the 20th of May, at feven in the 
morning, was born the moid fereqe princefe 
Louifa, dutchefs of Mecklenburg, prince& 
of Wenden, countefs of ^chwexin, &c. And; 
anno 1648, the 6th of January, at three in^ 
the afternoon, ihe departed this life at the 
princely, reiidence of Strclitz ; and April 
the 27 th, the fame year, her bddy was rer 
moved to thi^ repofitory. 

VI. A block-tin coffin, with a flat covering, 
and the following Latin infcription : 

I Princeps 
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Princeps fan£liftma Margareta Elizabeta^ Patre 
Qbrifippboro duce Megapolitano. Matre Elizahita 
Gufl^vi^ reps Suec.filia. i. xi. yul. anni. 1584. nata. 
d^ ix. O&ab. i<Jo8, Johanni Albert o^ frincifi Mega^ 
fglfiiliim in uxorem troMtay quaiuor liberorum^ Jo* 
hoffnis Cbr\ftofboru Sffbi^e Elizabetaj Cbriftime 
lif^gar^^^ ^ CaroU Henricij quorum primus illam 
it^r^mm c^elorum praceffity mater faSa^ d. 16 No^ 
'VJomh 1616. in vera Dei agniti^ne ^ fanUa mvocati* 
one denata^ annos xxxii. menfes iv. die v. vixit Csf boe 
monument dormit^ a vivorum et mortuorUm judice be- 
nigno,f^urre8ionm et^ vitam ^xpeHms aternam. 

vn. A finaU flat coffin with the following 
Latin infcripJkion : 

Viis manibtn iUufir{ffimi prineipis domini CaroU 

Henricijducis MegapoUtanifilii. dni. Jobannis Alberti^ 

nepotis^ dni. ' Jobanms j pro-nepotisy dni. Johannis 

Alberti ; ab-nepotis dni. Alberti ; at-nepotiidni. Mag^ 

ni 5 tri-nepotis dni. Henriciy 6?r. Ducum Megapolen^ 

J^rn^ mil in banc lucm anno Cbrifii CJ^IjCXl^L 

menfe Maij. die. xxx. bora v. mafutina^ flacide denati 

. i^nnet CIjjiJjjQ^iLmeTife Novembri^ diexiv. bora vi. 

vefpertina cum vixijjet annos It. menfes v. dies xv^ 

horas xiii. Reverendiffimus &? illujtriffimus parens pom 

m^triquefua beatHJ^m^e 6? buncJUium dejideratifjimum 

itmlu&H adpom euravit. 

, : VJIL A ftnlH i$t coffia of block tin^ with the 

For 
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For me to live is Chrift, and to die is gain; 
John Chriftopher, fon of his ferene highnefs 
Johh Albert, duke of Metklenburg^ and of 
the dutchefs Margaret Elizabeth, was bom 
the 2 2d of December, anno 161 1, and de- 
parted' this life the 1 2 th of March, 1612 ; hc^ 
tras removed hither the 30th of the fame 
month. At the top are the arms of Meck- 
lenburg, and the following verfes at bot- 
tom : 

^em noSiuma deditflorem Lucina Decerning 

Luridus infejfo Martins ungue metiL 
O infperatum eafum ! qui ere/cere debet 
Etflorere diuy carpitur ante diem. 
Mud. 
Hie princeps Henetum fttus quiffcit 
Uofpesjidereienovellus aida^ 
Danus Chriftophorus trimeftris ayi^ 
Oy ft quis pudoTy erubefce mortuo. 

' The remaining ornaments confift of fentenccs 
from Holy Writ. * 

IX. A fmall flat coffin of block tin, with this 
mfcription under the arms. 

Her ferene highnefs Eleonora, dutchefs of 

Mecklenburg, princefs of Wenden, coun- 

tefs of Schwerin, lady of Roftock and Star- 

' gard, was born the ^ 4th of November, 

anno 1630, deceafe* the 12th of September 

1631, 
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i6gi, and was buried the fame year the 
2 ift of September. 

X. Another fmall tin coffin, with the foUow* 
ing infcription : 

Anno 1629, the fecond of November, and 
at eight o'clock in the morning, his ferenc 
highnefs John Chriilian, dnke of Mecklen- 
lAirg, &c. came into this world, and made 
his exit the 30th of Decemb. anno 163 1, at 
two in the afternoon, in the princely.rc- 
iidence of Guftrow, where his body was 
interred with due honours the 12 th of 
January in the following year, 1632. 

On the wall by the left fide of the altar, were 
feven banners j only the ftaves of which arc 
remaining. 

The vault . or burying place of buxb 
Ulric of Mecklenburg, anj> other 
• princes ©f that family* 

The vwlt or burying place of duke Ulric of 
Mecklenburg has a very eafy defcent At the 
entrance on the right is a piece of marble en- 
chafed in the wall, with the following infcrip- 
tion: 

Her 
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Her royal and ferenc highncfs Elizabeth, of 
the royal houfc 6f Denmark, duchcfe of 
Mecklenburg, princefs of Wenden, &c. 
buUt this vault for herfelf, in the year 
i5<Sif at the time of a raging peftilente. 

Here are interred the following illuftrious 
pqrfonages; 

h Duke Ulric of Meckleaburg, in a block 
tin coffin, with the arnas of the family. He 
died at Guftrow in 1603, the 14th of March, in 
his feventy-fixth year. 

XL On the left hand duke Ulric'? firft wife 
Elizabeth, of the royal line of Denmark, 
in a block-tin coffin. She died in 1586, the 15th 
of Oftober, in the fixty-third year of her age. 

IIL On fhe right hand duke Ulricas fecond 
Mrife, Anna princefs of Pomerania, in a block- 
tin coffin. She r departed this life at Grabow, 
ann. 1626, the loth of September, aetat feventy- 
two. 

W. Duke Charles,; brother and fucoeffor of 
duke Ulric, in a^ wooden coffin^ covered with' 
red velvet. He died at Guftrow, anno 1610, 
the 2 2d of July, in his feventieth year. 

V, At the feet of this prince, pn the left hand, 
lies in a wooden coffin, princefs Dorothea, 
of the royal family of Denmark, firft wife of 
duke Chriftopher of Mecklenburg, and fifter of 
dutchefs Elizabeth of Guftrow. She departed 
this life anno 1575, the nth of November at 

Schon* 



L E T T E R Vni. 453 

Schonbepg,.aad was interred hierc the 1 8th of 
I>€cember follawing. Thio is the firft body 
. i^tisrred la this vault* 

VI. A raife4 block*tin coSn of prince John^ 
the firftrborn ion of duke Guftavus Adolphus 
of Meckienbi^rg Guftrnw^ wh^). died of the 
fmall-pox, the 6th of Feb, i66o, in the fifth year 
of his age. On the coffio is this ipfcription : 



Celfiffimu primpis. af. dmini. . Jobannis. duds. 
Mtckknburgici. principis. Vandalorum, Suerinenfis. ei 
Kdtzeburgen/ts^nec. uon. comitis. SuerinenftsJerrarum.; 
Rojtochii. et. Stargardia. d^naft^. principh. primoge- 
[niii., tirrarutfu^Gupavio. Mecklenburgenftum. tunc, 
heredis. uniiC^Jm^^^^^ Maxima, fpei. nati. et. renatu 
Amo.Chr. M.DCLV die 1 1. hecembr. denatu anno. 
Chr. M.DC.LX. <fe>. vi. Februar. Demortuum. cor-- 
pus bM. tumbq. te^iL ' . 

' Vn. tn a raifed coffin of Englifli block-tm 
lies the body of princefs Eleonora, eldeft daugh- 
ter of duke Gu^avus Adolphus, of Mecklen- 
burg-Guftrow, She died of the fmaU-pox, ann. 
i6iiy the a 4th of February, 

The infcription is as jFoUows : 

Cel/iffinm. princeps. ^leonora, ^ firtnigmi. duets. 

M^i^nburgmjsrdmmi. Gufiaiii.Jdcipik e^. fm- 

. ^if^^Magdakw Sibylla. Hpifaii^friHtipf.JUia:pri- 

mgmta. dfjftderati$m^ nata., ^,, in^ fede. d^ta^. 

MuJtrmi.oHm i^S^ di(fi..ymi. :Pri^^ 

animi. 
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animi. eL corporis, dotibus. ornatijima. pietatis. et 
ommum. virtiUum. locupletiffima. et. €arum. rerum. 
fua.fexum. ejus, decent, fcieniiffima. cum.ifmo. 1672, 
24. Fehruariu tnorbo. affliSia. meliore.fui. parte, adk 
Juperna. mgraret. corpus, ejus, pietate. patris. fmc. 
Uculo. indufum. expeSlat.refurre^ionem. 

/ The vault ok burying place of duke^ 
GusTAvus Adolphus of MecklInbukg 

.1 . . 

"GUSTROW, AND HIS FAMILY, 

This vault is clofe by the facrifty or veftry- 
room, and was built by duke Giiftavus Adol- 
phus, who died, in this city, after a long illnefs, 
on the 2 6th of October, 1 695; His body lies in 
a block tin coffin, with the following, infcrip- 
tioh : 

SereniJ/tmus princeps. ac dominus. dm. Gujiavus 
AdolphuSy dux Mecklenburgen/$Sy princeps Vandalia^ 
Suerini et Raceburgu 'comes Suerinenjisyterrarum iRof- 
tdcbii et Stargardi^e dominus^ facri Rom. Imperii, prin- 
ceps ex primariiSf ab antiquis Obotritorum regibus de- 
fiettdenSi ingenio "et divinis animi dottbus neminifecun- 
duSy natus anno Cbrijth MDCXXXULdie 26. Febru- . 
tfnV, cum patrium ducatum quadraginta unum &f am- 
plius annos gloriofe rexijfet^ erga Deumpius^ ergafuos 
benignuSy ergafubditos mitts ^ erga omnes comis et bene- 
ficus^ die 26 OHob. anno MDCXCF. in Domino placide 
obdormivitjinea mafcul^e^ ambobus Jlliis, juos ex Mag* 
dalena Sibylla^ Fridericii^ Holfatta dudsfiliafufceperat^ 
^nte patrem defunSiiSy ultimus^ quodbdbuit mortale^ bic 

conditum 
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€finditum ^. Anima ad Deum^ mde venit^ rediiL 
Memriajujii eft in benedi£iione. Proverb. lo, 

n. la a block-tin coffia is depofited the body 
of the above prince's widow, the duiche& Mag- 
dalena Sibylla, with this infcription in German : 

Here lieth a princefs moft remarkable for 

longevity, Magdalena Sibylla, dutchefi ctf 

Mecklenburg, heirefs of Norway, dutchcft 

' of Slefwick, Holi^ein, Stormar, and Dit- 

. . : marfli, countefs of Oldenburg and Delmea- 
horft, &c. who, to the great joy of the moft 
illufhious houfe of Gottorp^ was bom 
anno x 63 1, the 14th of November; and fofir 
th(5 welfare of the country of Mecklenburg 

. , wa9 n^arried the 2 8th of November, 1654, 
to his ferene highnefs Guftavus Adolphus, 
duke of Mecklenburg GuftroWj^ prince of 
- Wenderi, &c. Happily for the l^ate flie re- 
fi'ded fixty-five years in Guftrow, and at 
length txchanged.this life for a better, the 
22d of September, 1719, in the twenty- 
fourth year of her widow-hood, and the 
eighty-eighth year of her age, after having 
given the higheft proofs of her faith, piety, 
and princely Ijenignity. Her remains will 
flourish in the njianfions of Death, and her 
name will be for ever loved and revered 
among mankind. 

* « ffl. Itt 
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III. In a block-tin coffin lies the body df 
prince Charles, fon and heir of duke Guftawrs 
Adolphus, which Charles, to thfe great, grief of 
the ferene family, and of the whole country,' 
died of the fmall-pox the 15th of March, !488. 

The infcription is as follows : 

Serenifffmus 6f celjiffimus princeps ac dondnm Carolus 
frimeps bereditarius^ et^ fi vixiffety ftiafffer.ducatus 
Mecklenbur^enfis^ Vandatia^ Sumniy &■ Ratzeburgi 
ftinceps^€,opte$ S^urini^ ierrartm RifiivclS^ ^tdrgardi^ 
domnuSy natus gnno 4era ChrJfiialup. 1^6^ die 8 No- 
'Wmbr. MafriffMdo junStus Mari^ AmaSiS^ §rimifi 
0X familid eleSorum Brande^ofrgioa^ ^uo paucis 
mtnfibusfruimsy ^ctrba mtfrU^ in fior€ 4tPa$is^ 14 anni. 
ium ingenti fuotum luSiu exHnSus efi amf$- t6S8, die 
15. MartiU Frinceps prudens^ tffrejpnSj opMmus. Sit 
memofia ejus in pace. 

IV. In a copper coffin, adorned with fcveral 
figures of gilt brafs, lies the body of princefs 
Magdakha, who died the 19th of February, 
1702. The infcription is iii German. 

Magdalen, by the grace of God, dutdhefs of 
Mecklenburg, princefs off Wendeh, SUerin, 
and Ratzeburg, &c. born anno' 1666^ the 
4th of July, departed this life akmo 17029 
the ipth of February* 

V. In a raifed copper coffin, alfo much deco- 
rated, lies the wife of duke Adolphus Frederick 

of 
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of Mecld^burg Strelitz, a piincefs of the line 
of Guftrow. She died at the court of Strelitz^ 
and her body was removed hither the 1 6th of 
February, 1701. The infcription is as follows 
ia German : 

Maria, by birth and by maitiage, dmtchefs of 
Mecklenburg, princefi of Wenden, Schwe- 
rin, and Ratzeburg, &c. born anno 1659, 
the 9th of July, and died the i6th of Ja- 
nuarys 1 79 1. 

yi. In a finall wooden coffin, covered with 
red velvet, and curiouily decorated with brafs 
orQaments, are depofited the bodies of three 
of the chil4re|i. of the abovementipned duke 
Adolphus Frederic of Mecklenburg Strelitz, 
and his dutchefs Maria, of Mecklenburg Guf« 
trow. Thefe are : Magdalena Amelia, born 
the 2$th fi£ April, and deceafed the 28th of 
the fame month, 1689. Maria, bom Auguft 
the 7th, 1(^90,. and deceafed in the fame yean 
Eleonora Wilhelmina, born and deceafed the 
8th of July, 169U The infcriptions confift of 
.fentences from the fcripttire, as, << Soflfer the 
little children to con\e unto me ;^' Mark x. 

Other monuments anp rNSCRiPxiOKs in thE- 

OOME OR CATHEDRAL OF GuSTROW. 

Bcfidesthe above monument!^ and infcrip- 
tions belonging to the ferene family, there are 
Vot.I. S others 
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others in honour of many Hluftrious perfons^. 
I fliall give you an account of thofe nioft wor- 
thy of notice. 

I. Near the chancel, a monument ere^ed to 
Joachim Stralendorp, with his arms in white 
marble^ and this infoription : 

NobliJJimo et Jlrenue v. dm Joachimo a Stralefidorpy 
equiti Megapoli. an. ara. Chr. CIqICLVL fatre Jo- 
achimo a Stralendorp^ matre Anna v-. de Luhenata in 
aula illius. Sri. frincipis Udalrici, ducis Megapo. 
feliciffim^ recordationts a pueritia et atiis t^ciisj & 
jnultis tandem annis cubicularii munere defunBoy anni 
jE. C. CIqI^j/CL die Dior^ti^ atatii Mht-. be ate mortUOj 
hie fepultOy & glofiojhm refurreBionem expedOf^nio^ 
numentum hoc^frahi quondam dileSfJsmo^ fratrts 4f 
firoreSf anwris & memoria ergo^ erigendUm curarunt : 
'Hie quoque jMchimus patria^effure quiefcitf 

Stralendirpiadum progeimatus avis^ 
S^empoliit pieias^ aula quern gratia cinxit^ 

Dum potuit vitam continuare fuam\ 
Sednec eumpietusy nee gratia protegit aula^ 

Dumnn^bo mortmnonremorante cadk. 
Lazarus at veluti Chrijlo mandante rejhrgify 
IJle die extremojic rediturui £riti 

Nicol. Fetraus. K K theo. D. F. 

IIvA monument to Jofiiua \Amcfiu3i with 
^lie following iofaription :' - 
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Jofua jirhdius. Henetus. Deufenmrumi mminms^ 
peccatorum, maximus. fenUentium. humillimus. pft. 
Daria.Jideu certannna. pfi.funeftas. famitia, dades. 
poft. aula. ef. mundi. frocelias. omnia, in. virtute. 
cruets, nmrhnu demque. ipfam. in.Jar^ine. Chrifiu die. 
v.Aprilis. circa. vi.veJj^rtinam.mmi.M.DC.LXXXyiL 
atatis. Ixi. patienten et. felicitir. fuperatam. Hie 
refurre6ti(mem, ju^rum. expe&At curantibus. vidua, et. 
liberis. majiiffimis. . • 
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III. A monBiiient CTcfted to Margaret May^fer, 
by her father Chriftophar Mayer, preacher of 
this churchr She died in the nioftth of Fe- 
burary^on Candklnas-day, 15 72.' Theinfcrip 
tion is extremely curiotis, where the father in- 
troduces his daughter giving the following 
account of berfelf in Latin vcitfe : 

Hargarh hoc tumulo marente Magtria condor^ 
Mthere Jed gaudet fpirittts^ ojfa folo. 
Fante fiicro faerata Deo facrataque Chrijlo * 

Sahijicante Jideifpirituique Deo. 
Cbarafuit charo i>erum eft utrique parentis 
Forte Jiioji qua filiacharafuit. . 

^]^te f quod Chriftum colui^ dulce/que parentei , 
Sum venerata meos menteque^voce^ pia. 
K ' jf%S^ ^^9 didante mihi trinaquefot^ri 
PMre^ met lucrtiMfeduh depofui 

S 2 AurihuS 
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Auribus arreSis^ inteniis femper ocelBs^ 

Mentefieti .... i[deeft aliquid) 
Sic potmyftudio facUi^ ([Udftta mmaUi 

Redder e^ fetici dexteritate^ patri. 
Hei veJut mnkra dtesfugiunt^ moriens fnmtniis 

Fkfque velut ca$i^ vita caduca perii. 
^4eris ut hoc aufim vultu fuo dicere ? dicamy 

Aurihus aptatis fiifdpt diBa precor. 
Vm iribuenie tmbi vitam bis quattm annos. 

Max viu/ohit mors inopina dies. 
$pes erat in nmltos annos pia gaxdia dud 

Demiyperfpeaajamprobitatemeay 
Nonfimfdata cui pie$0S fuit additu jemper \ 

Spem iulit aft omnem protinus una dies. 
Vive igitury quicunjue Deo vis vivere^ji^ej 

Hmanis prefer religiofa tuis. 
Dogma facrtm CbriJ^Jitientibus bauri^ 

PeSifre facra iuofape revolve Dei. 
Fide Deo^ tor^ide tuts nee viribus unguauh 

Funde tuas Chrifto noSe dieque preces. 
Ad nutum Domini mandatos dirige grejfus^ 

Inque tuas dextre curre recurre vias. 
yudieiique diem venimtis refpiceCbriftif 

Extremumjimiti Jic tua fata modo. 
Fac Deus omnipotens Deus^ O pater optime Chrifii 

Calormn€apiant fceptra benigHa tui 
Credentes^ baculus regat & tua virgaftdeles^ 

Ekquiumverbi nunc fine fine tuos 
(foudia cum Chrifto ducant fimul omne per avum^ 

QoelicolisfanpisangelicifquecBoris. Amen. 

f ' IV, But 
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IV. But of all the monuments in this chtirch^ 
the moft beautiful) eiLcept thofe belonging to 
the ducal family, is that of Gunther Paflau, nu* 
nifter to duke Guftavus Adolphus of Mecklen- 
burg Guftrow, who is faid to have written the 
two following elegant infcriptions. The chapel 
in which this minifier lies buried, is faced 
with marble. His ftatue of white marble is as 
big as the life, and he is reprefented kneel-* 
ing on a cufliion, with a mantle over his 
Ihoulders. t*he bafe is of black marble, fix feet, 
five inches long, three feet deep^ and three in 
breadth. . His face is turned to the north, on 
which fide the following infcription^is to be 
feen on the wall : 

O. fqfipater. feculu parens. Deus. 
O. vita. mundi.Jpes. tuorum.feu. tonei. 
Seu. ridcaUfers. civitatum. rohar. 0. 
Arx. Ma. ngum. namims. tui. fides. 
Hane. ira. mtlla. nee. maks. furor, pot eft. 
FundQ. eiere, quo. refedit. intimo. 
Tu. cinge. fines. jingeH. cuftodiai 
Serva. regentes. canfukntes. if^rue: 
Etfida. corda. da. pie. parentis. 
Te. templa. ludi. euria. coUegia. 
Colant. beata. cunSa.fint. te. prafide. 
j&ema. danec. patriae, ingruat. quies^ 

Eaftward, on the right hand of the fia« 
toe^ is an inicriptioxi in German, fignifying 

S 3 that 
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that duke Guftavus Adolphns of M^cWon- 
burg Guftrow, crowed ik^ above inoaumept. 
in the year 1659, to bis privy-cofiiofellor Gun- 
ther Paffau, out of negpard tp bis xBcqiQiy, 

On the other fide is the fallowing infcrip* 
tion, much admired for 1(9 elegance : 

Gtmfero Pq^&vic^ 

fUif. viriutis. Zebna. ac. Gremlinu dmino. intraqu^. 
fi^crum. prihdpiu cotf/ijhriwn. cotifiliarh. Anno. 
CIjIjCF. a. D. xxikp. JuniL ch^is^parentibus.nato. 
qtdqui. pqftquam. mili. t»ga. fampta. in. publico, 
prompt tor. in. Jpem. firm^s. adverfis., virfari. capiu 
civibus.fuis. doShrin^. et. prudent i A. rcbi&r, prohaviU 
mox, variis. exterorum. votis. expetitus. cum. frui. 
potius. hac. mortali. 'ait a. quam. abutujmet ajmen^ 
iute.ftatuiffit. iem^ciis. Jaliius. ufi^ n§kit. out. in li^ 
teris. aut. in pradiis. patirnis. ver/ari.dp»t9Htus.taHdem. 
tamen. patriae, fub, exempio. €L dud. ftr^t^oU. prin- 
cipis. Guftavi. jiddpbi. Matis. fiiM.amtK vlix. Cbrifti. 
vero. CIjljCLIK SeTvire. €^i.> bjrm. trium anno- 
rum. fed, raro. ufu. ita^ ubi^tie. eK/impir. invenlui. ut. 
qucd. vivus. mn. p^mtfiffit. koc* a. pie fate. Domini, 
fui. meruerit. mcnum^ntun^. vit. Imgim. vita, dignus. 
ji. maliiia.faculi. afii'm^tM. pus. dd. ex^mpluvn. ufque. 
prohi. moris. cenfiansitam. mSi. bsnifmJ tenax. quam. 
falfi, JiSlique. ignqrm. ccifjilio. fvalidus. qU4e. propria, ei. 
virtus, erat. et. cut. fortuna. non. tnintis. quam. natura^ 
Hfum. bene, fuadendi. d^dtrat. Ub^. apertus. fidilis. 

I. . ftrmmii 
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JeiynQHiS^ comtu et. pmellmtis. nej;otUs. girundis. 

^tetus. it. f$tdi(firius. paucis./Hi nltgr, optimus. in. 

fimnibus.Jing4diiris. nam. et. Cbfiftianus. igregius. a. 

avis, bonus, irat. et. reipubl. peritus. et. ji^rifconftdtus. 

M. Planus, fenatcr. probabilis, erator. et^ cupidijfmus. 

j^^arM/m. Jacrarum* guas. ita. fciebat. ut. ^uoties. ad. 

colloquium, defcendent. regnare. ifiis. videretur. Gufiro- 

vi.. ad. d. xxiii. Novembris. anno Chrifti. CIjIjCLVII. 

•:^tatis/u4€.lii.lan^uorem.naSus. incudibili.fui. defide- 

rio. (mnibus. bonis, principi. maxime. rehllo, deceffit. 

hoc marmore. ejujdem. pictate. daujus. 

The auttor of the two laft inicriptions, as t 
jnentioued to you before, was duke Guftavus 
^ Adolph^s J in whom ended the line of Meck- 
. J^burg Guftrow. He was reckoned One of 
itJtxe moft learned princes of the age, yet had 
rthe misfortune of being infected with the 
fuperftitiori of the times, in giving credit 
to witchcraft. This appears from a letter in 
that prince's own hai^id-wiiting, to paftor 
Schukmahnus, wliich was fliew'n me by a gen-» 
tleman of this country, and of which I took 
the following copy : 

Revennde domine Schukmanne^ 
i.Jn timore Domini ex ti qtuero^ annonvetitum /ii 
utiiUarc^ ^a ope d^emonis per malas arfesfuerit in* 
vsfta^ utJiiUiquis tbefaurum^vel alias res eo modw in'^ 
n;e9erit^ an alter ad quern res ijljt pervenerunt^ quanda 
refdvit ita ejfe invent as ^ utfupra dixiy illis utipojfit f 
S 4 2.4it 
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2. Anputas natiirak hoc ejfe^ul ea terra^ in qtiM 
argentum^ vel vafa ex argentoftmt defoffh^ nonjit co- 
fax roris^ ita utji alibi ros cecidertt^ ibitamen rnn in^ 
veniaturf 

^(Z ea de re fenttes^fcnfta comprehenfaj per lato- 

rem harum miht quam primum mittas. Vale in JD^ 

nuno^ et crede me tibi addidi^tmum. ' 

Gu/l(tDUs Adolphus^ dux Meclenburgenfis. 

Dum hac conjignoj oritur adhuc illud^ an Filius Dei 

fecundum humanam quoque riaturam donetfideU^ 

bus fpiritum fandum ; quod ut una refohas^ 

peto : Ego exiJHr^ anatogia Jidei non convenire. 

' But to return to the great church of Guf- 
trow, I muft mention to you that it is alfo 
adorned with a number of paintings. In the 
gallery or women's choir, which was built 
in 1706, there arc ten fcripturc pieces, with 
German verfes under them. i. Abraham (acri- 
ficing his fpn Ifaac. 2. Efau felling his right of 
primogeniture* 3. Jacob wreftling with an 
angel. 4, Mofes pulling off his (hoes. 5. Aaron's 
fons confumed by fire. 6. David dancing be- 
fore the ark. 7. Peter finking on the water. 

8. Chrift's transfiguration on mount Thabor. 

9. Chrift driving the traders out of the Tem- 
ple. 10. The penitent woman at ChrilPs feet. 

But two of the beft pieces arc the portraits 
of Martin Luther and Philip Melanfthoif, near 
the chancel Underneath are the following 
'lines : • . / " ^ •; •„ > 
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Ifie fifpurgatcr doSlrina eforde papatus^ 

Talis in ingenua fronte iMherus traU ^ 

Corporis effigiem mediam manus amulapinxit^ 
Se totwn infcriptis pingiiat tile Juts. 

Under Philip thcfc : 

Dim ScphiaJDms &/acra dum cmfuTit arti, 
Excitat ingenium^ dode Philippe^ tuum. 

^icqtdd babent artes & iripkx lingua peritum 
Debetur ftudto^judidoque tuQ. 

And, now I have given you a pretty ftill ac- 
count of every thing remairkable in this church, 
it is time I think to rtleafe both you and my- 
felf, from our gloomy confinement amidil 
the pale Qatioos of the dead: Yet I cannot 
conclude without imparting to you a few re- 
fledionsy which I was naturally led into^ by 
a fitoation fo retired and awfuL The grave 
is reckoned the School of Wifdom ; and 
the moft inftrudive lefibns may be drawn 
from thi9 pompous mimickry of fculptured 
marble. In this retirement of ferious contemr 
plation, when every ruder paflion was hufhed^ 
I obferved a number of princes palling in a 
compendious, review before xny ey^s^ who after 
flouriihing a ihort time in grandeur^ terminated 
their career .all alike in the common boundary 
of mortality, A review of this kind diilipated 
the gay images of the flattering world, and 

fiUed 
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filled my mind with a juft idea of the enptiiieik 
of human gkny. But the tomb of duke Guf- 
tavus Adolphus gave a particular turn to xny 
reverie. This prince, one of the moit kam- 
ed and moft refpefbible perfonages in the 
German empire, had been joined in wedlock 
to a fruitful princefs, who brought him eleven 
children; yet he had, not the defired faappi- 
nefs of leaving any male i&ie behind him ; 
fo that his death put an end to the line of Meck- 
lenburg Guftrow. Such has been the fate of fo 
many great houfes, that have figured on imperi- 
^ and regal thrones, and at prefent fubfifi only 
.by name, or are funk even into inglorious obll> 
^ion. And not to mention the ancient fove^ 
reigns of the Afiyrian, Babylonifii, Macedoniaii, 
or Roman mbnarchies, whofe families together 
•with their empire are utterly extinfb ^ what fiiall 
yrc fxy even in regard to modern kingdoms, 
5vhere different lines of princes havje .fiicceeded 
jeach otiber, demonilrating the imcertainty of all 
iiuman expectations ? Has not Erance been go- 
hrerned by princes of different races, thofe of 
Pharamond, Charlemain, and Hugh Capet ? Has 
jkot Denmark undergone the like chs^nges, £tom 
^the old heathen kings to the prefent hoixfe of 
Oldenburg ? And to come nearer home, what 
■Yucceflion of lineages have fwayed the Bdtifli 
fceptre, fince the old Saxon line to the prefent 
'illuftrious houfe on the throne ?^ Where are 

the 
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the Plantagenets, who ftruck fuch a terror into 
Gaul, and planted the Englifh banners on the 
raniparts of Paris ? Though at one time there 
were fifty princes of that illuftrious hbufe, they 
are now Tip more, their line is extijicl, their glo- 
ry and ijplendor vaniihedt If this be the fate 
of fovereign hoiifes^ ran their iubjefts lay claim 
to greater ftability ? Families, like all other hu- 
man eftablifhments, are perpetually .fliiduating, 
and from. their very nature and internal frame, 
as confifting of mortals, are fiibjecl to diffolution. 
How few noble hbufes are there in Europe, 
that can trace their antiquity with any c€;rtain- 
ty^ above fix jof feven centuries? A»4 i« this 
fcort duration, a Sufficient iitje to look down 
with contempt ^pwt thofejwbg greiof the f?M9*e 
mafi of Wood aaibeqafelvesj wd vt^iJJ )k biendr 
ed with theiti 'm. (he fame unxtiftinguilhed 
duft ? What tbw are "we .ta think of perfoi^ 
ennobled but the other day, who make fuch 
a ftir about fuperiority and'precfedence, and 
feem to place their whole felicity in the ho- 
mage of the vulgar ? Why all this buftle, and 
purfuit of pageantry and title? Why fuch 
anxiety about purchafing a little pofthumous 
renown, when a few years, or at leaft a few cen- 
turies, will reduce us all to a ftate of equal ob- 
ifcurity ? 
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^id brevi fines jaculamur 4ev$ 
Muitar 

Why do we aim with eager ftrifc 
At diings beyond the mark of lifc^? 
Creatures alas ! whofe boafted power 
Is bnt the blefling of an hour ! 
He who can tafte, without allay» 
The prefent pleafures of the day. 
Should with an eafy chearfiil (mile. 
The bittepefs of life beguile. * 

I believe you will agree with me in this fyf- 
tern of philofophy ; however, I will not dwell 
any longer on the fubje^:, left I fiiould infed 
you with the fame melancholy as myfelf, tho' 
1 muft own it is a pleafing melancholy. In my 
next I hope to be more chearfiil ; but in what- 
ever mood I happen to be, I am always 

Dear Sir, yours, &c; 



* Fcancis's Horace, book li. od. i6; 
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^ftftrow^Sipumher 109 1766: 

Dear Sir^ 

IN my laft I fell infenfibly into meditations 
on tomb-ftones; I fliall now endeavour to 
brighten the fcene^ by returning to the noife 
«of worldly afturs, and introducing you among 
the agreeable acquaintance which I have had 
the faappinefs of makings iince my fhort day in 
thi$plea£ant city. 

The very evening of my arrival I found 
(aptain Kettemburg at the inn, who expefted. 
my coming, having been apprized of my de- 
parture from Roftock, by profeflbr ^pinus. 
Captain Kettemburg is the young Hanoverian 
officer, whom I mentioned to you in one of 
my letters from that city. He was accompa- 
nied by M. de Boye, a native of this coun* 
try, and an afleflbr in the courts of judi- 
cature. This gentleman fpeaks very good En- 
gUih, having been three years in England, 
where he acted as agent for t^e German con-' 

tra£to» 
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COB traders for forage; and I believe he had Seen 
a contraftor himfelf in the laft war. He is a mid-? 
dle-fized man, fair complexion^and amoft chear- 
ful difpofition. The captain had ordered fupper 
at his lodging, which was in the neighbourhood; 
and would admk of no excufe or reiufal^ look- 
ing upon me as his gueft, while I fiaid in Guf- 
trow. I was obliged to fubmit to military laws, 
but had no reafon in the end to complain of ill 
ufage, being introduced to very good quarters. 
Both the gentlemen behaved with great polite- 
nefs and eafe, and the evening was agreeably 
fpent in conviyial harmony. The captain of- 
fered to be my guide while I ftaid at 6uftrow, 
and to introduce me to his coufin madam de 
Grabow, who, as I mentioned to you before, 
had been governante to her majeuy. I could 
not avoid expreffing my acknowledgments for 
his civility, which I readily accepted. 

Early the next morning I waited on dodor 
Hagedorn, v^ith a letter from profeflbr iEpinus. 
The do£tor received me with that civility 
which diftinguiflies the Germans beyond any 
nation in Europe. He is a well-made, good- 
looking gentleman, of a dark complexion, and! 
between fifty and fixty years of age. He i& not 
a native of MeckJienburg, but of IVtulhaufen, a 
city in Thuringia jy however, he has refided 
here many years with great reputation as a 
phyfician, and has the principal prance in the 

wholg' 
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whole town. His wife is an agreeable lady,- 
fomewhat ftricken in years^ but remarkably 
cheairftil and complaifatitr They have two fons^ 
and one daiighteri all grown up to maturity^ 
Both his ferns are lawyers^ which is the moft 
lucrative profeffion in Guftrow, His eldellf 
fbn was abfent x^on fome bufinefs, but I faw the 
youngeft, who - id a complaifant ' gentleman. 
The do6kor alked me a number of qu^ions 
concerning his fifter in London, mifs Hagc- 
iforn, which I anfwered to his fatisfadion.' 
He fcems to have a very great aflfeftion for thia 
lady, fo that he would almoft venture a journey 
to London, to pay her a vifit; but he is afraid 
of the fea. I find that he is intimately ac-' 
quaiilted with madam de Grabow, to whom he 
is phyfician in ordinary. After we had drunk 
^dffee, he infifted upon my dining with him^ 
and in the liiean time propofed to amufe me 
with th9 fight of the cafUe, and the dome or 
cathedral of Guftrow. 

The caftle of Guftrow ftands near the 
town*walI, hafviug a fine profpeft of the 
country. It was erefted by duke Ulric IV. 
after the old palace, built by Henry Burevinut 
H.. had been: burnt down to the ground ia 
158^. ' Before it is a fpacious area, which 
affords a domplete view of this elegant ftruc- 
ture. The archite^re is in tafte, and not 
^Verioa:ded SHA ornaments. The Building 
is^ quadNtH^ar, aad v^ry lofty. The apart- 
-- . . ' mentS' 
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ments are well kid out^ the flables and other 
offices convenient, and the whole fiirrouil^ 
ded by an elegant garden. But it is pity 
this $ne palace is naked, the furniture . hsKidng 
been 'removed from hence to . Schweriia and 
other places, upon the extinftion of the line of 
Guftrciw, and the death of the dutchefs dow- 
ager Magdalena Sibylla. la eonfequence of 
this neglect, the palace is greatly out of repair, 
iind will foon, if not prevented, run to^ 
decay. Yet there is ftill a pidure-room, with 
fome good pieces of the Flemilh fchool ; among 
the reft, the Dutchman fmoaking is greatly 
admired. The theatre is alfo in good or- 
der, and remarkable for the fine fiucco ceil- 
ing, exhibiting a great variety of imagery of 
excellent workmanfhip. After we had viewed 
the palace, we proceeded to the Dome, of 
which I have abready given you a defcription. 
Indeed I have not pafled a day fince my arrival 
in Guftrow, without vifiting this ftorehoufe of 
curioiities. Dinner time drawing near, we re- 
turhedto the doftpr's, where I had a genteel 
entertainment, and a hearty welcome^ which 
greatly added to the pleafure of the repaft. 

After dinner, captain Kettemburg nude his 
appearance, and told me he was come to intro- 
duce me to his coufin madam de Grabow, 
whom he had apprized of our intended yifit. 
I was very deiirous to fee this lady, of whom I 
had heard a gr^at many fine thlj[igs, particularly 

of 
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©f her intelleftual accompliihments. The doc- 
tor offered to be of the party, and we went in a 
body to make her a vifit. She has a very hand- 
fome houfe, which has coft her a great deal of 
money ; and Ihe is ftill employed in beautifying 
it to her.mind. We were introduced into a 
very elegant room, extremely well furnifhed, 
where we had been but a few moments, 
when the lady appeared, and by her eafy ad" 
drefs and polite reception, immediately fliewed, 
herfelf a perfon of fuperior accompliihments. 
Madam de Grabow is turned of fixty, 
rather low in ftature, round faced, black pierc- 
ing eyes, and a little pitted with the fmalU 
pox. Notwithftanding her age, fhc is hearty 
and ft'rohg, aiid does not appear to be much 
above forty : her phyfiognomy is remarkably 
lively and fenfihle'; her mien engaging, and ia 
every refpeft het air befpeaks her the woman 
of quality. She is chearful and eafy in her con*^ 
verfation, and has a great fluency of ipeech* 
Her maiden name is Kettemburg, being the 
daughter of a nobleman of that name, who w^ 
prefident of the high court of Guftrow, and 
minifter from his ferene highnefs the duke of 
Mecklenburg to the court of Vienna. He took 
his daughter with him to, that capital, where 
Ihe learnt the manners of the court, fpent a 
great part of her youth, and acquired every 
elegant accomplilhment. She fpeaks Italian 
Vol. I. T ;aid 
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and Freiich. vrtth eafe^ is & eritia in Hct 
own tongue, and has written fOme pieces m 
verfe, by which {he has gained the tiitie of the 
Sappho of Germaiiy. Ahkr her return fronk 
Vienna, £he was miuiied to M. de Gnbow, a 
very rich man, and afiefibr of the high court 
of Gufirow, who died, and left her a handfbnie 
fortune. The court of Strelitiz pitched txpoqi 
her its the mofi proper perfon to be goYemante 
to the young princeffes; an employ in which 
file acquitted herfeif with hononf. Her ^great- 
eft pride is the haviiig formed the mind of our 
graciouis queen, whom flie mentions always in 
terms of afie6lion mixed Sxrith this profeundeft 
re^ed. At length, finding herfeif advanced in 
years, flie thought proper to retire to GlJftitow^ 
where Ihe ftill Hvcs in iplendor, beioted add 
elleemed by all her acquaintance! 

No fooneir had this lady fat down, than fiveet- 
meats and wines of various forts were brought 
Us, particularly fomfe of the beft Tokay I ever 
tafted. Af tear tlie uftal ceremonies vsfc fell into 
a very free chJt-<Shat, as if we had known ode 
another many yeara. I found that ftc Ukcd 
to talk about the afeirt of England, with 
which flie is well acquainted* A great -desd <rf 
the converfation turned upon the queen ; and 
flie feemed to regret very much that flie had 
not been fcnt for to attend her liiajefty to 
Stade, inftcad of madam Cocceius. After coffee 
flie was pleafed to flicwme her library, which 

is 
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{» well furniflied with fcpoJks ia various bran- 
ches of literature^ in the Ger^man^ French, and 
Italian languages* She is very much concerned 
that flie does not underftand Ehgliih ; but 
having a hig^ idea of oyr beft writer^, ihe retids 
them trai^flated i^to the GerjiiiiB tongue. Par^ 
ticularjLy &€ paid m$ axoijaplifiicpt of her great 
defire of treading inj Vandalia in >the original. 
However, old as ihe is, jQie fiad (he wquld 
endcaw)ur to learn f^ngl^ ; and ^I thought it 
but due complaifance to ofer Jier a copy, 
which Ihe accepted. At length wc took our 
leave d£ the good lady, wio inciirited us to 
dine with her the day ^fbUewing. At the door 
i parted with doctor Hagedoi:n, and went 
and .'liipped witik^siaptain Kett^embu^, whe^ef 
foivid Sl. de Boye, and -baron Msdzahn, a yeiy 
agreeable young ndbkmg^. They {dayed at 
cards, which I am not ^^d of^ but^e^peci^ily 
wbea 'they play deep, a pra£iioe ^too prev^ent 
in tUs country. 

BeCore I was jup*4ic ^ext day, I had a vifit 
itom young M. Hagedom,.de&Eing xne to break- 
fail with his father. As fecm ^ Ji rofe, J[ ient a 
note to compliment madam de Grabow with 
a copy of ixiy Vandalia ; and another for his 
fstenc highnefs the diake of Strelitz. I then 
attejidcd.M. lJage4Qrp .to ^is father!s, where, 
juft .as vwe lifld dofte hfcik^^ik^ .1 r?Q?iye4 
%T^ ,tie 
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the following letter in French, written In' a 

very good hand, from madam de Grabow : 

Monjieur^ 

SI mon age et maintes diJlraSions qui Penvirbrimnl, 
dans majituatimj^efente^encorefomroitmefaireef' 
ferer de reujjir four P apprentiffage de la langue An-' 
gltnfe^ il eft certain^ que voire hiftoire de la Ser»^ 
maifon de Mecilenbourgy dont il vous plait de m^ho^ 
norer en prefent pour le premier volume^ jriy porteroit 
avec ioute diligence^ nepouvant me douter de Jon ex^ 
ceUente reujftte. 

Toutefois Je recois cette marque de vos politejfes^ et 
cet ornement de ma petite pravifim de livres^ avec la 
plus vive et parfaite reconnoijfancej qui me renouvelle^ 
raft bien lefowoenir et la fatisfaQion^ que me Jit hier 
laviftte defon celebre auteur. ^ue ne dois Je mepou- 
voir promettre Pavantage d^ avoir le moien un jour^ 
pour vous f aire quelque plaifir a mon tour ! 

y^ admire encore la beaute exterieure du vo^ 
lume deftine pour S. A. le due de Strelitz^ vous rer 
merciant beaucoup pour me P avoir fait voir. Je vous 
le ret our ne ci joints et ef per ant encore Pbonneur de vous 
voir aujourd^huiy J^ai celt(ide me dire^ 

Morifieury 
A Gaftrow, le fotre tres humble fervantCj 

45, de Septr. r^ /^ , ^ » r^ f 

1766. De Kjrrabowy nee de Kettemburg. 

After breakfaft I went to make my obferva:- 
tions at the Dome, where I fpdnt the forenoon. 
By dinner-time madam de Grabow's fervant 

gave 
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gave me notice that my company was expefted. 
I obeyed orders, and found captain Kettemburg, 
doftor Hagedorii j and his fon, with M. de Boye, 
gf the party* The good lady, before flie fat 
down, returned me many thanks for my pre- 
fcnt of Vandalia, and afiured 4ne flie would en- 
deavour to learn Englilh, in order to be able to 
perufe it. She then dpfired me to accept of a 
piece of her compofing, which was a moft ele- 
gant map of the world ; the names of places arc 
in Latin, the lines inimitably well drawn, when 
{he was only, as (he affured me, fixteen years 
of age. Her name *ij at the bottom in her own 
hand- writing : Friderica Elifatieth von der Keitem- 
burgyStrelitz^ 23 Septemb.Aru 1723 ; from whence 
you fee I had rcafon to conclude that the lady 
is turned of fixty. I returned her my moft 
humble thanks, as you may well imagine, for 
fo agreeable a prefent, which I promifed always 
to preferve' as a token of the great honour 
done me by a lady of her rank and merit. • 

As foon as compliments were over, we fat 
down to dinner, where we had every thing 
in great delicacy and elegance. The wines 
were exquifite, and the agreeable converfation 
of the lady and her coufin the captain, gave 
a new reliih to every thing we tafted. The 
Germans fit a great while at dinner, as I men- 
tioned to you before, during which time the 
glafs goes brifldy round, even at the moft fober 
tables. Madam de Grabow drinks very mode* 
T 3 . . rately 
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ratdy hcrfclf, but laves to fee her gtieft^merrf^ 
It is not the atftom to drink healths at pre-* 
fentt al polite tjibles ; yet ihe woul4 breath 
through the rule^ and drank fevetal Britifll 
and Mecklenbarg foallsi which flte knew to be 
agreeable to the company. After coffee 1*«w^ 
over we fell into a very fcrious topic erf conver* 
fation, namely, the fervilc cdndidon of the 
peafants of . this country ; for in Mecklen- 
burg, as well as in moft parts of Germany and 
Denmark^ the boors are in fome meafure flaves, 
or belonging to the foil, as much as the cattle 
that feed upon it Hence ii is^ that if you buy 
an eftate in this •country, ydu purchafe the 
peafants belonging to it, who are not intitled 
to quit their dwellings, without the confcnt of 
the lord of the manor^ This is what the La- 
tins called A/cripti gkba^ and fuch fervitude for- 
merly fubfifted undet the Roman emperors. 

Captsiin Kettemburg expatiated with great 
warmth on the propriety of villanage, in pre- 
ference to the liberty of the peafants. His 
main argument was, that as this clafs of people 
are the property of the lords of the manor, it 
is the intereft of their owners to ufe them with 
humanity, and take all poflible care of their 
health and fuftenance ; that accordingly, in 
Mecklenburg, they are provided with all neoei^ 
faries by, their mailers, both in health and in 
ficknefs, much better than if they were 
left to their owu diredion : and if fervitude 

I be 
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1>9 ittefaded inth tbmc inconvsnieiitts, (liefe 
are' ceauiferfaalanced by the s^dyantagcs accn^- 
iag. from it ; that the care whioh the lords of 
the (tifforent xaanors take to maintain the»r 
pealaatSy prevent! a multitude of orimes, which 
the lower cla& o£ people in other countries arp 
apt to conuoit through ptceSSxy and want 
liw^e he coflfidered it rath^ as a minfortiiae 
than j»i advantage to ^f^ countries, to haye 
aboliflicd the cnftiOxoi fiwritude or ' villanage, 
fince it has been obferved that public execu* 
tipas are mdft fr^qpaent, where the common 
people a:re moft indulged : that thofe who 
are poffic^ed of nothing more than tfieir 
Jife and liberty, ^are frequently impelled by 
indigence to commit the greateft enormities: 
that liberty without property does not al* 
wayd lead to virtue : diat mankind are not fo 
formed in general as to make a good ufe of li- ^ 
berty in indigent circumftances ; neither are 
they capable, through want of education, of 
conduding themfelves properly, when left to 
their own will and pleafiire, but feem to ftand 
in need of the c6ercion of wifer heads, to 
prevent them frcun breaking into irregularities 
and exce^es : that the bulk pf tie commqn 
people ^elitdebetter than fayage bcafts,who65 
fer^pcity is ever to be dreaded^ unlefs they are 
fettered and confitted, when they growl and 
bite the chain, which prevents their flying on 
the paflenger, 

T 4 When 
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When the captain> had finiih^d, M. de Boj6, 
^ho had lived feme time in England^ ftood up 
in the caufe of liberty ^^ and refuted the cap* 
tain's fpecious reafoning/ by a fair and candid 
^xpofition of nature's rights, from which no 
perfon, how mem of poor foevcr, ought to be 
^excluded. In ihort, he pleaded the caiife of 
freedom with great force and eloquence; and 
turning towards me, made life of fome pafiages 
to his purpofe out of ourEnglifii poets : 

Ered from nature's handf by tyrant force. 
And ftillmore tyrant cuftdm> unfubdu'd; 
Man knows^ no mailer^but creating heav'n. 
Or fuch as choice and tommon good ordains. 

The love of liberty with life is giv'n. 
And life itfelf th' inferior gift of heav'n% 

Then with raptures he concluded, 

O give me liberty ! 
For were ev'n paradife itfelf ipy prifon. 
Still I flipuld long to leap (he c^ftal walls. 

At length the difpute was decided by madam 
de Grabow in favour qf liberty, and the whole 
company acquiefced in her. decifion. The coa- 
teft was carried on with great good-humOur; 
jind as it ^ew late in the evening, we took our 

Icayo 



L E T T E R IX. s«i 

leave of thcv^dd lady, and retired to our re- 
fpedive quairtprs.: 

The next day I breakfafted with captain Ket- 
temburg, wl|o ^attended nae in nxy morninig^ 
pef ambulatiOQSy. and introduced me to feveral 
gentleinen Q(f ^Hftrow. I coujd not dine i»itl|' 
liito, bring e^aged at Dr. If agedorn's, wheijei 
met wijth a yery genteel reception^ After dini)^rg 
counfellor Hageclorn propofed taking mci;viiit 
hina in hiachalfe.to a houfe of entertainment 
four miles out pf town, kftowti by the nameof 
the Tineyar^and reforted to by all the genteel: 
pompanyin Guftrow. The environs of [Guf-v 
trow are exceeding fine, and the foil feeros to- 
be extremely rich. We drove through a . le-* 
vel country, 'tv'ith rifing hill« and lakes on our 
right, which formed an agreeable appearance? 
Upon our approach to the Vineyard^, theprot 
pcft improved* and difdofed one of the m^ft 
pidurefque fcenes I ever beheld. The above 
houfe Hands at the foot pf a ^ep hill, which 
is all planted with vines. From the brow of 
the hill, I had a full view of a delightful 
country, variegated with lawn and forelL 
Near the houfe is a beautiful lake, icf tho 
midft of which is a fine ifland, enriched with 
every improvement. But what is very extra- 
ordinary, thoi%h they have fp many fine lakea 
in Mecklenburg, I fcarce ever iaw any boats on 
the water,,: except in the neighbourhood of 

Sfchwerin, 
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StikWMin. We Mt otut chalA <|n tke tc^ of 
the' hill, and defcended gentlf to the puUic- 
houfey where we fcmnd a g06d doal-of company 
of both fexes* Amoag the reft was doAor 
^tdfinkh, an emiMnt dvOian, with his wife» 
trh^ in reckoned the hand£>me^ hdy in Gof. 
trow. Some of the gentkmen lArece drmldfig 
and findaking their piped, while others were 
ploying at nine^pins with the ladies^ This was 
a fight ^ite new to me ; and I own it gave 
me a great deal of pleafure to fee the hit 
^ piayitig at this maidy game. None 
cOnld ejtceed the pretty JM^. 'Codd£qpati^ 
who forpafles the reft in dexterity^ as much 
as ihe eitcels them in beauty* The ladies m . 
gencial were very chearlul and complaifant, 
and dioft 6f them fpoke very good French^ 
Kight approaching, we returned in a body 
to town, and i fpent the evening at dofior 
Hagedom^. 

The next me>niiBg I ftt out with captain 
Eettemburg, to fee the town of Schwan^ 
where I was told there are feme remains 
of the ancieht city of Weile, whidi for^ 
merly gave name to a branch o(f the honfe 
of Mecklenburg. The difiance from Gufixow 
is oidy about feven miles. The name of 
Sehwan is Venedicor Sciavoi^c, andfignifies 
bdfy ; the old heathen goddefs Srwz having 
been worihipped in this ndghbouihoDd, in 

the 
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the Qiidil of woods and and mofaflas^ The 
town Js agi^eatdy fitnated on the Warnow, 
and was founded by Nicholas V* prince 
of Wcrie, in the year 1135, out of the ruins 
dF the old city of Werle, which fiood near 
th^ jtmAion of the Nib^l and the Wartiow. 
The to^n is but indifierehtly built^ and re^ 
markable only for a ducal paistt^ begun by 
duke Ukic IV. and finifhed by duke Charles L 
The neighbouriilg cdtintry affords gi^>od day 
for brickS) which aire tran{)>orted on the War- 
ftoW to Roftdd^ where the brick-kilns have 
failbd for want of wootJ. The inhabitants of 
&chwanare alfo faid to brew Very good beer^ 
for which there is a confiderable demand in the 
ncighbour'hood. Aftet we had dined at a pub* 
lic-houfe, where we met with pretty good ac^^ 
commodation, we Went to take a furvey of the 
village called Wieck, where properly fiood the 
town of Werlef Here the idol of the god*- 
defs Siwa is faid to have been worlhipped by 
the ancient Vencdi. If fo, there muft have 
been two idols of this deity, fince moft writers 
fuppofe her to have been the favourite goddefs 
of the Polabi ; and that her idol fiood on the 
vety Q)ot on which Henry the Lioto^ dvTke of 
Barony a&d Bavaria, built the cathedral of 
Eattzeburg, We could find no veftiges of any 
temple or place of Worlhip, but only fome 
Tubbiflii which feem to be the ruins Of old 
houf$s. The kar&e4 Bangertqshas given us * 

figure 



2«4 LETTER II. 

figure of this goddefs from ancient writers : her 
form i$ extremely elegant ; ihe (lands naked 
on a column, with a gariand on her head, and 
both hcT hands behind h^ back, holding in one 
a bunch of grapes, in the other a golden apple. 
Her hair is diflievelled, and falls down to her 
hams* Some authors apprehend this Siwa to 
have been tfee Venus of the Pokbi, while others 
affirm it to have been thp:figwe.of the famous 
Symbulla, wife of Anthyrius L king of the 
Vandals ; for, it w?is cufiomary with the Ger- 
mans to pay a kind of adoration, not only to 
their deceafed heroes, but alfo to their heroines, 
or fuch of the fair fex as had diftinguiflied 
themfelvcs by any itemorable adion. Tacitus 
mentions, that they looked upon fome fort of 
women as prophetefies, and confequently held 
them in great veneration, ihewing a blind at* 
tachment to their pretended, oracles. They 
never would undertake any thing of impor- 
tance without confulting them, and would 
even decline engaging an enemy, notwithftand- 
ing the greateft appearance of advantage, if 
they did not meet with the approbation of 
thofe women. The Romans called them Muli^ 
eresfatidica ; and the above hiftorian takes no- 
tice of Aurinia, and feveral others ; but efpeci- 
cially of Velleda, who lived in the time pf Vef- 
palian„ and is reported to have foretold very 
firange events. Suetonius, alfo relates that Vi- 
tellius ufed to confult Catta, a German pro<* 

• phetefs^ 
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phetels, and pay an implicit affent to her predic- 
tions. After -we had fully indulged our curi- 
ofity, and amufed one another with a variety 
of conjeftures and remarks oti the idolatrous 
worihip of the Venedi, we returned pretty late 
to Guftrow, where we fpent the evening very 
agreeably with M. de Boye, and other gentle- 
men at Prince Lobkowitz's, the nick-name gi- 
ven to my landlord. 

My next excurfion was to a farm-houfe, 
whither I was invited by an old gentleman, 
who rented the farm of his ferene highncfe the 
duke of Mecldenburg. I had made acquaint- 
ance vnth him at the inn where I lodged, and 
being willing to fee every thing, mores bominum 
multorum^ I accepted of the invitation*^ We fct 
out after dinner on foot for Bulow, which is 
the name of the farm, and diftant only' three 
miles from Guftrow. The road is very good^ 
through a pleafant country, which may proper- 
ly be called Idie garden of Mecklenburg. About 
half-way we came to a delightful public-houfe, 
called the Brunn, or the Fountain, from a fine 
fpring in the neighbourhood, whofe waters are 
efteemed in that country for their falubrious 
qualities. But the place is more frequented for 
the fake of the good wines jvith which the 
landlord is provided, and the pleafant garden, 
fituated near a lake, and diveriified with fine 
walks and alleys. The houfe islmall, but well 

built. 
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built^ ^u4 1^ iomt haadioHie apartments. Ifi. 
ihoit, this is the Vauxh^lji xff the citizens of 
Guftrow, and the h^H plaoe pf rural entertaia* 
ment I have yet jCecn in this part of GermaQy. 
Here we ftaid an hour to i^freih oucfelyisis with 
a gUfs 4^ good win^, ijpo5i the fti«»gth of 
which we proceeded in our Journey^ and after 
afcendi^g St pleafaat hill we reached BuIoW» a 
little before fun-fct. The f{u^»hpu& is Very 
large, axid jdaods all alo^e in a naoft fruitful 
valley. Clofe to the hp^fe there is a gpsnf. 
number of barns, thi3 hcmg a <:oQ£deraUe. 
farm, which the duke lets ai ^ thonfand dpllan 
a year. As we approached, a yeiy deceit pcr- 
ibn, who had the appearance^ of agfotjen^n, 
CGMtie forth to meot us; and I fo»»d PUt a^qr* 
wacfls, that i>e is tutor to th$ fanner's fops. 
At 'tfaeydoor, his wi£e, a |)rudent wo^an, wiH> 
makes her children and .her hoofe ha lOBf^ 
waited for her husband's return, and.cecdved 
him with a chearful countenance and kind em* 
brace. Ent^iog the houfe, I faw a ^iaciouy 
place Kke a barn, where cows, fheep, ikdne^ 
and othef animals, are aflembl^d together, ^nd 
make a very romantic appearance. On the 
right and left of this great bam, are chambeis 
for the accommodation of the farmer and his 
fcimily. We entered a pretty large room xxa 
the left, "where I faw the. farmer's nusBecous 
progeny. The mfe is a deceiit good laok^ 
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ing womaos an4 mother of ten children, three 
giris and feven boy% all Uvmg- Th^ far- 
mer acquainted her with hi^ having invited 
me to tie bis gueft that night, and ihe g»¥« 
me a chfewf^l nwelcome* The childreii lopl|se<l 
well and hearty, and even behayed with feme 
degree of politeneife. it wa^inow their fuppcr* 
time^ and the good woman produced whatisvcr 
ihe had beft In her Acre, The;re was plenty of 
coldviduals, and boiled chicken andhaxzu The 
bread and butter were both very good, and we 
had a bottle of tolerable old hock. The eldeft 
fon faid grace, which was pretty Jong ; and it it 
amazing wkh what devotiofi the whole family 
att^ided to thi$ ceremony. The good mifireft 
filled 1^ tlfce^afs to her lord* aftesr loadiag Uic 
table wiUi domeftic plenty. Here i mi^ tru^ 
ly fay with your favourite poet : 

IhnmelMCfimjwirintmtchytiap 

Mafffre rhombus out Jcari^ 
Si quos Eois inimatafiUtiims 

Hi$ms ad hoc vertat mare; 
JVwf Afra avi^ defcendat in ventrem meum^ 

Hon att0gen Jtmius juaundior. 

In the courfe df converfation, I found the 
farmer very chearful, and apparently evergr 
circum^n>ce feemed to %sak his happine&. 
Still there ws^ Ibmething wanting, namely, 

a new 
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a new houfe^ his prefent habitation being; 
of the antique order* He had applied fevendt 
times» as he told me, to the duke, for per* 
miffion to ere6l a new building, and offered to 
lay out the money himfelf, if it would be al-* 
lowed him in his rent. But his applicati6n has 
hitherto proved fruitlefsi Thus in evcity fta- 
tion of life, there is always fome deficienqr or 
other, to convince us that th^e is no fuch 
thing as complete happinefs on this fide of the 
grave. With regard to the duke's refiifing to 
build a new farm-hoiife, it is probably owing 
to the horrid depredations of the Pruffians in 
the late war, which impoverilhed the coun* 
try to a very great degree, but fell chiefly 
on the duke, tiie beft part of whofe reve*- 
nue aiifes from his demefhes. The contribu- 
tions raifed by thofe ravagers on this fingle farm 
amounted to 4000 crowns ; but the duke, out of 
his great humanity, indemnified the farmer. The 
chit-chat of the evening being over, wc<went 
to bed at a very early hour, between eight and 
nine o'clock. I had a clean room, a good bed, 
and flept as well as if I had lain in the moft 
fumptuous palace. Early the next morning, as 
,foon as the faithful herald of the day, the 
village cock, began to crow aloud with trumpet 
drill, I rofe out of bed, and found all the fa- 
mily in motion. The good old farmer and his 
wife were preparing breakfaft; fome pf the 
maids were employed in milking, and others 

8 in. 
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tft Churningf the ploughmen were going out 
with their teams, the bleating flocks were 
biting the dewy ground^ and the lowing herdp 
grazed the woodland dales. I own I was never' 
more aflFefted with a country fcenie in my life, 
and could not help repeating to myfelf the £6lr 
lowing lines s 

Happy the man, whom bounteous Gods air 

W 
With his own hand paternal grounds to 

plough : 
Like the firf^ gpldefi mortal^, happy he, 
?rom bufinefs, and the cares of money, free ! 
^o human (torms at land break off his fleep^ 
No loud alarms of nature on the deep : 
Froi© all the cheats of law he lives fecure, 
Kor does th' affronts of paUces endure. 
He fees the lowing herds walk o'er the plain^ 
While neighboring hills law back to theip 

again. 
Sbmetimea beneath an ancient oak, 

6r on the mfatted grafs he lies ; 
No god of fleep he need invdke ; 

the fiream that o'er the pebljles flies^ 

With gentle {lumber crowns his eyeg. 

Amidft his harmlefe eafy joys, 
No anions cares invade his health* 

Nor love his peace of mind deflroys, 
l^QX wicked avarice of weadth. 

Oh l^ Hie in the country range, 

^Tis therig we hr^gthe, 'tis there we live. 
VoL.L . U After 
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After I had amufed myfelf fome time with 
this reverie, I was called in to breakfaft, and 
both coffee and tea were fcrved upon the table. 
I liked my quarters fo well that I could have 
ftaid there much longer, had I not been en- 
gaged to dine with captain Kettemburg, and to 
fup with counfellor Camatz, brother-in-law 
to miis Hagedorn. With difficulty I could get 
away from the good farmer ; and both he and 
his tutor inlifted upon accompanying me back 
as far as the Briin. There we parted, and I 
reached Guftrow in good time, where captain 
Kettemburg and M. de Boye had been to in- 
4]tiire for me at my lodging. As we were to 
be a very large company, the captain ordered 
dinner at prince Lobkowitz's. While dinner 
was getting ready, I went and took leave of 
madam de Grabow, intending to fet out the 
next day for New Brandenburgh. Atdinner we 
were very merry; the company was captain Ket- 
temburg, M. dc Boye, captain Winter, dodor 
Geldiinith, M, Wittc, and federal others. The 
converfadon turned' chiefly on the conftitution 
of £ngland, and the advantages of liberty ; 
but I found that the gentlemen of this coun- 
try are all for confining this great bleifing to 
themfdves, exclufive of the common people. 
One thing difpleafcd me very much at ta- 
ble, that . our landlord, prince Lobkowicz, fat 
down witlj us in his greafy night- gown j 
for this was a tabU d'hote^ and the mafter, 

"on 
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bn fuch occafions, always cats with the ccwiU 
pany^ I took -notice of it. to- fbme of the 
gentlemien ; and they only laughed, faying it 
was the old man's way, and that he would 
appear in the fame drcfs, if the duke of Meck- 
lenburg himfelf were to dine at his houfe. t 
had nothing then to reply, but I thought it 
very odd for gentlemen to indulge fuch t 
<:ynic. After coffee we- took a walk about the 
town; and I parted at lengdi,. with my good 
friends captain Kettemburg and M. de Boye. 
• : My next ftep was to wait on dodor Hages 
<iorn, who had. promifed to conduA me to his 
brother-in-law's, eounfellor Carnatzw I found the 
doftor and his lady waiting for me ) and as the 
counfellor's houfe was not far diftant, we went 
hiUier on foot M. Carnatz is an elderly gentle 
man, and his lady not very young; yet flue apr 
pears almoft in her. bloom, and upon the whole 
is a mod agreeable woman. She refembles her 
fiftej" mi£s Hagedom pretty much, only that 
ihe is of a fairer complexion. The counfellor 
and his lady received me with tranlports of 
joy, as if I had been an old acquaintance. 
They afked a thoufand queftions about their 
lifter, which I anfwered to the beft of my 
abilities. Supper came upon the taWe ,at 
the ufual time, the entertainnxent was ele- 
gant, and the hofpitable pair jhewed every 
mark of being pleafed with their guefts. v Wc 
parted in good time, and I went home with 
V 2 dodojC 
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dodx>r Hagedorn, where, after taking leave of 
Inm and his good .£u&ily, to whom I am fa 
fiiuch ihdebt^ for their civilities, I retired 
to aiy lodging. The papers and book3 I 
have procured in this country, are fo cum- 
berfome, that I haVe ihade a bak of them^ 
and fent them to the do&or, who will be £<> 
good as to forward them to Mr. Matthias at 
Hamburg. The weather ftill continues re-' 
markaUy fine, a great comfort to a travcK 
ler at thjs tMe of the year* I have got a com* 
.panion to go with me as for as New Branden- 
biii^, which is but a little way from Stre^ 
lib&l He is a very polite gentleman, a mer- 
tjiiant of Hamburg, and has fome bufinefs t& 
£tt^ ife that town. We do not travel ia 
tke pdlt-wa^on, but in this gentleman's 
c&a^ ; fo that vrt fliall move at our lei- 
4!a^. Chi ien JIa mn ft mcFue. \ do not ap* 
^ehend this proverb to be true ; for though 
\ find myfelf well, and am pleafed with 
l»y rieceptibn wherever I go, I am ftill for 
ttovihg; Man is defined by fome writer, am* 
fnal ihqmefum & mdbiie. Adieu ; I propofe to fet 
out early to-morrow morning, afed hope ta 
Write to yoti foori] from St3:elitz» Mean timfe 
I retaaiA, 

Dear Sir, yours, 8cc% 
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fftw SrMdmhrii, QSohif 4, 1766. 

Dear Sir^ 

IDid not intend to trouble you any rnofe 
tUl I arrived at Strelitz ; but my Ihort flay 
in this city has been fo agreeable to'nje, that I 
thought it would alfo furniih fti£Bcient matter 
for your entertainment. 

Early in the morning, the ift inftant^ the 
Hamburg merchant and I fet out fromi Guf- 
trow ; and paffing through a fine wood, the 
property of his ferene highnefs, before eight 
o'clock we got to Vietegeft, a village be- 
longing to M. de Wencfteran, one German 
mile diftaut from' Guftrow, I believe I ob- 
ferved to you before, that the miles in Meck^ 
lenburg are excefliyely long, and one of them 
may be reckoned to make feven Engliih, 
iSome p?rt of the road to this village was fandy; 
as for tl^e village itfelf, it afforded nothing re-» 
XJ 3 markable. 
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markable. From thence we continued our 
journey without flopping, till we arrived at 
Teterow, about eleven, where we changed 
horfes, and ftaid to dine. Teterow is reckoned 
eight miles from Vietegeft. The road is very 
goody the country levels and the foi^ fruitful. 
We fet up at the poft-houfe, where we ordered 
dinner : and while it was getting ready, we 
taok a turn rpuixd the town. 

Teterow is agreeably fituated near a finall 
lake, and in the midft of pleafant meadows. 
The name \^ Venedic or Sclavonian ; tetteri^ in 
that language, fignifying a quail, of ^hich 
-there Is plenty in. this neighbourhood, T^e 
town is but ineonHd^rable, and contains no* 
thing remarkable^ The poft-mafter entertained 
us handfomely, and at one o'clock we pro- 
ceeded on our journey. They dine very early 
in this country, generally at twelve, and very 
.Xeldom later than one. A little before three we 
reached Malchin, difiant about fix miles from 
. Teterow, where my companion flopped to fpeak 
to a perfon about bulinefs; and i^ the mean 
.time I went to view the town. 

Malchin flands near a pleafant lake, in the 
neighbourhood of Pomerania, at the influx 
of the river Peine into the lake of Cummerow. 
It was fprmcriy a place of great flrength, being 
.b^ilt on an eminence, and environed by mo- 
irafljps. ;put it was more famous for being the 
chief feat of a fociety called Fratres Kalendarum^ 

who 
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who had a houfe or moaaftcry here» which 
now goes by^ the name of WedenhoflF. There 
is ftill a gate of the towa, and a ftreet, named 
the kalands ftrajfcy and the kalands tbcr. Thcfe 
Fratres Kalendarum were fo denominated from 
holding their aflemblies on the firfl day of the 
month, in order to regulate the fails, alms, and 
religious exerdfes, which they were to per- 
form within that lunation. The time of this 
inftitution cannot be afcertained; but they are 
fuppofed to have made their firft appearance 
in the 13th century. They differed from all 
other Qrders, in admitting clergy and laity, 
men and women, into their fociety. As they 
made great entertainments the firft day of the 
month, feveral irregularities and abufes were 
committed at thofe meetings, which were the 
caufe of their being fuppreffed about the time 
of the Reformation, The town of Malchin 
fuffered very mu?hby the Thirty Years War, as 
alfo by a fire which happened h^re in 1663, and 
deftroyed moft of the buildings, except the pa- 
rifh-church and tlje town-hQufe. Yet this 
place is flill remarkable for being the feat of 
the provincial diet of Mecklenburg, ^temately 
with Sternberg. We flaid here little above an 
hour, when we refumed our journey; ^d 
advancing fix miles farther, at fix in the 
evening we reached Stavenhagen. The road 
all the way is very good, but the cquntry 
U4 is 
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b encumbered -With fand, and confeqnently 
not fo fruitful. Here we fet up at the poft^ 
houfe, and rfefblved to proceed no iFarther till 
the next morning. The landlord was very 
6b!iging and civil j we had a good fupper and 
go6d beds, and enjoyed a comfortable night's 
feft. 

After breakfefting early ^ve went to take 
a view of the town. Stavenhagen is fituat-r 
fed on the frontiers of Fomerania, and for- 
merly belonged to the dulces of that coun- 
try. It derives it^ name from a fiih-pond in 
the neighbourhood, which In the Venedic 
cfr Sclavonic language is called Staweni. The 
town is fmatl, and but indifferently built, fo as 
to afford nothing tliat could engage our curio-' 
iKty. AiFter an ^hour's perambulation our car- 
riage was got ready, and by nine o'clock we ifet 
JDut for l^ew BrandenbuEgh, diftant from 
thence about twelve miles. The morning was 
very fine, but the weathei* began to grow cold. 
The country looked extremely pleafant, riiing 
into hills, and interfperfed with fmall lakes. 
lly eleven o'clock we got to Buggow, a village 
half-way between Stavenhagen and Kew Brai^- 
denburgh, where we flopped to drink coffee. 
A little way ftom thence we entered the ter- 
ritories oiF his ferene highnefs the diike of 
Mecklenburg Strelitz, the boundary of which 
ti^as diftinguiflied by a pUIar, On the right 

wo 
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vre beheld a large foreft, which extended 
along fome rifing grcmnds. Towards one we 
Ikad fight of the ToUenfee lake, and the city of 
New Brandenburg. The fpire of the great 
t:htirch is very lofty, and makes a good appear- 
ance. The town is fituated in a valley, fur- 
rounded with high hills. We entered it by 
two o^clock, when I parted with my com- 
panion, who went to lodge at a friend'* 
houfe, while I took up my quarters in the 
great market-place, at M. TolPs, the chief 
inn in the town. M. Toll is concerned in 
the wine trade, a man of fubftance and good 
manners, and alderman of New Brandenburgh, 
I had a letter for hini from burgomafter Schro- 
der, at Roftock ; aird^ie paid fuch regard to it, 
as to give me the beft room in his houfe, the 
room in which his ferene highnefs the duke had 
lodged in his late vifit to baron Dewitz. Upon 
the whole, this inn is one of the beft I have 
feen in any part of Germany. I ordered din- 
ner for myfelf, though my companion would 
fain have perfuaded me to dine with him 
at his friend's ; but intending only to make 
a ihort ftay in the town, I was defirous to 
fpend moft of my time with M. Piftorius, 
pne of the moft learned antiquarians in the 
4utchy of Mecklenburg. I had a letter of re- 
commendation to that gentleman from my 
fiitnd M. Schroder, to whom 1 am greatly 
indebted for introducing me to fo valual)le 

an 
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2n acquaintance. As foon as I had- dined». I 
inquired after M. Piftbrius, and M. Toll 
Ktmfelf would fliew me the way. Luckily 
I found him at home ^ he had heard of my 
intended vifit, from fgmebody at Guftrow, 
and cxprefled the higheft pleafure in feeing 
me. 

M. Piftorius is fyndic of the province of 
Stargard, a place of great honour and profit 
in this, country. He is very tall, of. a thin 
habit of body^ and a ruddy complexion. 
Though near fixty years of age, he is as 
ftrong and robuft as a man of forty >• which is 
owing to his temperance and exercife : he fel- 
dom drinks any wine, his ufual liquor being 
water, except when he happens to be in com- 
pany J and even then he drinks very fparingly. 
He goes into the cold-bath every day in the 
year, winter and fummer, and his bath. is in his 
crwn garden. In his manner and carriage he 
is free and affable, without any fort of affec- 
tation. No man is reckoned to know more of 
the antiquities 6f his country, aijd none to take 
z greater delight in communicating what he 
knows. He is defcended from the celebrated Si- 
mon Piftorius, a learned civilian of Saxony, who 
diftinguiflied himfelf greatly in the beginning 
of the 1 6th century, by his zeal in promoting 
the Reformation, by his extenfive erudition, and 
by his profound knowledge in the art of go- 
vernment. Learning has ever fince been here- 
ditary 



t E T: T EH r. t99 

Bitary in the family ; and the prefeilt fyndic 
does not yield the palm to .any of his anceftors* 
He is now writing the hiftdry .of the noblQ 
families of Mecklenburg, and propofes very 
icon to publifli the firft volume. This is a 
work of great refearch ; it is a complete ba- 
ronage^ embelliihed with more hiftorical anec- 
dotes than one generally meets with in works 
of that nature/ r 

After the ufual ceremonies were over^ tfife 
learned fyndic ordered ,wine and coffee, and 
kindly inlified I fiiould be his gueft, while I 
flaid in New Brandenburg. He had heard of 
my hiftory of Vandalia, and was forry he did 
not underftand Engliih, that he might have 
the.pleafure of reading it in the original. He 
had laboured,' he {aid, in the fame field him« 
felf, and fliould be glad to communicate to 
me any thing worth my notice. In the courfe 
of our conveifation, I found him perfedUy 
well verfed in the hiftory of hi$ country. 
Some hints he gave me, which will be of ufe 
to my fecond volume of Vandalia : but it will 
be time enough to mention them, When that 
volume is publiihed. He complained, however, 
-that he had not found the nobility of, Mecklen- 
burg in general, fo ready as he could have wilh- 
ed to communicate fuch papers as related to the 
antiquity or tranfadions of their families, town 
I was a%nifhed to hear it, and could not help' 

feeling 
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feeling fome indignation at the behaviour of 
thofe noblemen, who are infenfible of. the ho^ 
nour done them by learned and ingenious perir 
Ions, in labouring to refcue the raemoraUt 
actions of their anceftors from oblivion. Frofll 
hiftorjr we fell to medals; and I found that the 
learned fyndic has nxade a very choice coUec* 
tion of Roman and Greek coins, a6 well as 
thofe belonging to Mecklenburg, i think it 
the beft I have feen in this country, except that 
of M. Neumand, the town •clerk of JU^ock. 
Among others I was plei^fed with the famous 
- bell medals of the duM pf Brunfwick, whkh 
are held in foch value l^y the connoiffieurs. Fpr^ 
tune has been favour»^le to pur fyndic, in 
making his ^efear^phes; for not long ago, he 
bought a large earthen yeffd fuU of old ccnns; 
which had been found by a pealant in digging 
at a place called GIofter-Makliqw. Moft of 
them were ftruck in this cD^ntry, and in tbe 
dutchy of Fomerania. Among others there ie 
a very Icarce one of the town ^ Friedlund, 
with IJie following legend : Mmtts Uredelatkden* 
Jts chit Bits Magnop$imfis^ A. D. i4i|.o, M. Nieu- 
mand atRoftock has ohe of thdEb coins, for which 
he refuied to take one biuidred crovrois ; wbera^ 
as M. Piftorius f urchafed the whole coUeftion 
at Makhow for diirty-five crcrwos. He had 
never a duplkaiUe of this of Frsedland, but he 
gave me a oopyjtif it,* andXeveralidupBcit^s ef 

others. 
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fathers. I am particularly obl^ed to him for a fmaU 
filv^r coin of the town of Guftrow, at the timtf 
of the princes (^ Werle ; for another of thai 
city of Rcrflock in the fourteenth century ; ano** 
ther of the town of Grypfwald in Pomerania i 
another of the city of Stralfund* with the ar^^ 
rows for its arms; another of the town of An^ 
clanH the legend^ Mofuia Ta^giimn/if ; the rew 
verfe» In hfmkii tu^ Dius ; it ha^ the arrows^ 
Hke the coins of Stralfund^ and was ftmcfe 
About 1440. He ^o favoured mc with a copy 
of a fine medal on the peace of Brpda ; and with 
another of the princefs Sophia ; odti the face of^ 
the latter the infcription is t S^i^m^fXiC. f^Jiirp^ 
SI. P^ Eka. rid. Br. & LufL iSag. Britt. Asm; 
on the reverfe is, Nata xui. O&ob.MDCXXJL m^a 
^M Sepi.MDCLVIIl M/ucce^mem Brit.nminals 
MDOCL fub vefferam viii. Junii MDCSJT. m 
buriis Ibrmbaufanis adhuc ve^t^ c^ fii^n»p^ d§^ 
ambulansfub^ ^ fladda VMrie 0re^a. He ihewv 
ed me a very fine rofe-noble, wtich wasfirock 
in the reign of Edward IV, the l^nd, J^m 
atitem tranjims fer medium illorum ibai. AQOthcr 
curious medal was a zucka^ficka, or filver coin 
ef Kouli Khan, finick in 1736 ; there is no image 
on it, but round it is an in&rription m Arabic let- 
ters, which is Engliiked thus: ^ Nadir Shah 
giveis new splendor to the &m and moon;'' on 
the reverfe, ^< Coined at Morgithabad, in the 
firil year of lus happy acceffion to the throne.*' 

M. 
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M. Piftorius offered to make me a prefent of thi^ 
Or any other medal in his poffeflion; bitt I 
would t>7 no means rob hiiti of his treafure^ 
with difficulty did I accept of the few dupli- 
cates abovementionedy and a filver medal of 
his celebrated anceftor Simon Piftorius, which 
I ihall ever prcferve out of relj[)eft to the me- 
mory of that very learned man. We fpent tht 
greateft part of the evening in furveying the 
medals, and difcourfing on the hiilory of Meck-^ 
lenburg) and after a cold collation, and a gla(s 
of wine I returned to my quarters. 

The next mofning my learned friend, for fo 
I muft now call him, fent to inquire after my 
health, and to invite me to dine with him. I 
accepted of his offer, efpecially as he propofed 
to fpend the day in fliewing me the town 
and* its environs. 

New Brandenburg is the capital, of the circle 
of Stargard ; and indeed the largeft and hand* 
fomeft town in the duke of Strelitz's domi-> 
nipns. It was built by Herbord von Raven, in 
1248, under John I. m^grave pf Branden- 
burg, and for fome time owed fubje&ion to 
that eleftorate. This Herbord lived in the 
neighbourhood, at an ancient caftle, the ruins of 
which are ftilito be feen at a place calted.Ra- 
venfburg. As he had travelled into Italy, and 
acquired a tafte for architefture,the margrave of 
Braudemburg gave him leave to build a new 

town 
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town on the frontiers oF Pomeranla, and to 
make it the fecond in his cleftoratc Hcrbord 
chofe this fituation, which is extrcmdy pka- 
fant, upon a little river that difchai^es itfelf 
jiift by into the lake o£ Tollehfee. It is built 
in a circular form, with nifle fpacious fbn&ets, 
five extending in a direft line from eaft to wefl^ 
and four alfo in a dired line from fouth to 
north. The houfes are neat and handibme^ 
and the ftreets remarkably clean. The town has 
often fuiFered by fire, and efpecially by that ki 
1737; butitha^fince rifen more beautiful out 
of its aihes. Herbord of Raven built a hand* 
fome houfe for himfelf in Friedland-ftrceti 
which he afterwards converted into a church 
iiedicated to St. Nicholas; and it is now become 
a kind of magazine or bam., There is an in* 
fcription ftill over it, which preferves the fouiv- 
der's memory. Orate fro Hsrbordo Raven tondtt^^ 
re urbis. The great church was built in the 
year 1298 : it is a large Gothic pile, with a 
very high brick tower ; the infide is lightfome 
• and airy, and adorned after the Lutheran cus- 
tom with a variety of images, but containing 
nothing remarkable. This church is dedicated 
to the virgin Mary. There is alfo a fmal- 
ler church, dedicated to St. John Baptift, 
which formerly belonged to a Francifcan con- 
V)ent. In the fuburbs were creded three 
churches; St. Catharine's, by New Gate, which 
.4 n 
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is now in ruins ; St. Gertrude'9, near the gziS 
of Stargard, which is (hut up ; and St. Gco^ge\ 
near the gate of Treptow, where diving wpr- 
ifaip is regularly performed. The town-houfe 
is a handfome brick building, fituated in the 
great tnarket-plac^, not far ffOm the princi- 
pal chi^rch. There were fpiroerly two fin^e pai- 
jaces iti this city, which ha^ been conferred 
by the dukes of Mecklenburg pn the counts 
of Furftemberg, of the noble family of Pe^ 
Vit?* But th0 couut* having fided with 
the dukes of .Pomera^iat in a. war between 
the two houfe$9 the dukes of M§ci^nburg 
4ilpo0efled thpfe counts, and granted oi^e of 
th«^ palaces *5o the lords of Ihlenfield. ppth 
the p^Jices are w>w gon« to ri«i«, but 
the privileges ajad exemptions unpexed to 
the liuds, ftMl fubfift in the prefeat own- 
«r«, who hftw 1*uiJt modern boufes on th< 
fpot The city enjoys very great prHJ^^ 
obtained at dtftirrent times from its priais:^^^ 
It is the oietr<^lis of the cirdexrfStargted,a»^ 
firofides over federal towns within xt^ ditoiA^ 
The magiftriLtfes have a power of cnafting bye- 
laws* with crviJ and eriminal jttri6iiaio©f Tbf 
inhabitants carry on a confldcraWe tad^ ip 
hops, with whieh the neighbourhood abounfls. 
In this towfi is a puWic fchool, which Ms fereiw 
lughnefs has taken under his proteftion ; and it ifi 
now 19 a Sowdfliing pondiiion. Hcne al£p is » 
6 fuper- 
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fupdrln tendency or. fpiritual court for the 
Whole circle. According to feveral writers, the 
ancient town of Rhethre ftood not far frdni 
New Brandenburg, on the ToUenfee* The 
environs of this city are very pleafant, ef- 
pecially towards the Tollenfee,v where you have 
dgreeable walks, as well as round the ramparts. 
About a mile from hence is a farm or bailiwic 
belonging to the duk^, feated on an emi- 
nence, , near the Tollenfee, and known by the 
name ofBroda; the road is on a precipice, 
but commands a fine view of the lake, and the 
adjoining hills, 

Wheti we had taken a view of the town and! 
fuburbs, the fyndic and I fat down together at 
his houfe, where every thing was prepared for 
bur reception^ After dinner, M. Piftorius 
made me a prefent of fome books relating to 
the hiftofy of Mecklenburg. I then went to 
pay a vifit to Mrs. Schroder, my friend the 
burgoniafter^s lady. I .had brought a letter 
with me from her hufband at Roftock ; and 
ihe was overjoyed to fee me. M. Schroder, 
the younger brother, happened to be there, 
which made it very agreeable, he being a nioft 
accomplijfhed gentleman. They feiit for M. 
Piftorius, and infifted upon our fpending ther* 
evening together at their houfe. This enli- 
vened the fcerie ; for we had lefs talk of hifto- 
ry and medals, and more of lighter matters. 

Vol. L XI can 
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i can fometimes. fay with Swift, Vive la ba§^ 
telle. Mrs. Schroder is a very good-natured 
lady : I mentioned to her that I had contrafted 
a Weaknefs in my ancle, which rendered it 
painful for me to walk. I had been fubjed 
to the fame complaint in London, and feized 
with it in the ftreets, fo as to be quite lame. 
But I never took any thing for this diforder ; 
for it always went away of itfelf. The lady 
defired me. to bathe my ancle with brandy go-* 
ing to bed, and (he was fure, from repeated ex- 
perience, tfiat it wotild give me relief. Ac- 
cordingly I followed her direftion, and my in- 
firmity foon vanifhed. The evening was fpent 
very agreeably, and about ten o'clock I retired 
to my quarters at M. Toll's. 

As foon as I rofe the next mot ning, my land- 
lord gave me. notice that the deputies of the 
flates were to hold their aflembly that day in 
the town-hall, and afterwards to dine together 
at his houfe : that they had heard of my being 
in town ; and baron Warburg, the land-rath, 
or provincial counfellor, one of their principal 
oiEcers, had defired him to tell me they jDhiould 
be glad of my company. Soon after a young 
gentleman came into my aipartment, and re- 
peated the invitation from the baron. This 
young gentleman's liame is baron Langef- 
man ; foji of a late general in the Prufllan fer- 
vice, and a near relation of baron Warburg. 

I re* 
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• { returned him a great many thanks, and beg- 
ged the favour of him to acquaint the baron and 
the other ^ gentlemen, that I would do myfelf 
the honour to wait upon them. I breakfafted 
with my friend the fyndic,'whD told me -he was 
to be pretty bufy that morning at the provincial 
affembly ; that he had heard I was to dine with 
the deputies, and he would call in upon us af- 
ter dinner ; that if I would amufe myfelf in the 
mean time in his ftudy, I was welcome ; or if 
I chofe to walk or ride out of town, his fervant 
fhould wait on me. I preferred the former, as 
I had a mind to look into fpme more papers 
relating to the hiftory of this country. 

As foon as dinner was. ready I was intro- 
duced by M. Toll to baron Warburg in a 
room full of company. The b^ron is one of 
the principal noblemen in the dutchy of Meck- 
lenburg Strelitz J he feems to be turned of fifty, 
tall in ftature, very corpulent, with a 'large 
rofy face : ,he is pretty chearful, of a , generous 
difpofition, and fond of his bottle ; but he has 
aStentorean voice, even.lpuder than that of my 
good friend captain H. The gentlemen were 
all in their riding-drefs, -with boots and great 
coats edged with lace ; for they are fo fond of 
lace in this country, that; the very tops of their 
boots are decorated with it. They all paid 
me a great deal of civility, complimented m? 
Upon my- Hiftory, and expreffed a fi^^gular 
X 2 ' ' fatisfaclion 
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fatisfa^on at fedng me in thdif country. Tfic* 
dinner was fumptuous and elegant, every 
thing genteelly conduded, and the wines ex- 
quifite. They called Very often for Engliflk 
beer, which is held in high efteem in thisr 
country, and for which they pay dear. Up- 
on the wholcj- they drank freely, and con- 
vivial mirth fbonc in their countenances^ 
After dinn« fomc vifitors came in j and amon^ 
the reft two or three lawyers, whom I had 
feen in Guftrow^ and who were like to fpoiF 
our mirth by introducing their jejune talk of 
gravamina and appeals. One of them could 
tell twenty, another thirty,^ another fortyi, 
gravamina on the fide of the' burghers of the 
province. But jtift as they were growing feri- 
ous, fome ftroUing muficians^ appeared before- 
the door, and ftriking up a merry tune, infpi- 
x^ed the whole company with frefli joy^ TTiefe 
ftroBers played exceeding well ; I had the cu- 
riofity fo go and fpeak to them ; and I found 
that they were Jewilh performers juft come 
from Strelitz. Their inftraments wcrfe the viot- 
Un, and cymbal. 

This fcerie of feftivity way carried on for 
fome time, when M. Piftoriu^ came in, to 
drink coffee. He then propofed to take a^ • 
fittle walk out of town, as it was^ a very fine 
evening ; and baron Langetman offered to bt 
of the party. The baion i» a moft agreeable 

young. 
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young nol^leiiumy. handfome in his perfon, 
a polite * fchdlar, and of remarkable folidi- 
!ty and good fenfe, which he has greats 
ly improved by reading: He lires at prefent 
at Berlin^ but talks of coining to fettle itt 
Meckleaburg^ at the requeft of his relation 
ibaron Warburg. He invited me to come and fee 
him at Berlin^ which is only thirteen German 
miles from Strelitz; but lam afraid I fliall not 
have time to take fuch a trip. We walked 
towards the Tollcnfee ; and it being a fine even* 
ing and dear weather, we had a full view of 
that beautiful riven The Tollcnfee takes its 
rife in the principality of Stargard> and dutchy 
«f Mecklenburg, from a coUecdon of different 
Cprings, andruns northward in many windings^ 
ibme of which fonm lakes a^d iflands, towards 
Treptow ia Pomerania; ai^d from the^ice to 
DemnuH, where it mingles its waters with the 
Peine, which empties itfelf i»to the Baltic. 
The Tollenfi> a tribe of the Venedi, derived 
their name from this river or lake (for it is 
both) on whofe banks they were fettled. Night 
approaching^ we returned to tows^ a^d fup- 
ped at M. Toll's with baron Warburg and 
fome of the deputies, for the greater part were 
returned to their refpeftive homes. , There 
was an old gentleman in company^ colonel 
Keyferling, upwards of eighty-five years, but 
hfzvty and merry as a man of forty. He had 
X 3 been 
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been long in the Swedifh fcrvice, where he 
behaved with great honour. Not above four 
or five years ago he broke his leg, but is now 
as well as ever ; and the athletic veteran feems 
to bid defiance to infirmity and old age. In 
the courfe of converfation, I learnt that his fe- 
rcne highnefs is returned from Kolpin to Stre- 
litZy along with baron Dewitz, and that he 
has juft reviewed hfe troops, after changing 
the uniform from red to blue ;^ fo that they are 
now clad and difciplined exadly like the Pruf- 
fians. I think it is high time for me to fet out 
for Strelitz ; and as a Fruilian officer, one cap- 
tain Winkelman, intends to depart for that 
town to-morrow morning, and has offered 
me a place in his carriage, I intend to embrace 
the opportunity. I own I am very defirous to 
fee bavon Dewitz ; and the long intimacy I had 
with that worthy nobleman in London, en- 
courages me to hope for a kind reception. As 
in all probability I fliall make fome ftay at that 
court, I fliall endeavour to give you a full ac- 
count of it, which I know will be entertaining 
to you; and to contribute to your entertain-, 
ment will be ever a Angular pleafure to 

Dear Sir, yours, &c. 
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New SirelitZi Qaohtr 1 6, ^76$^ 
D£AR SlK^ 

BEHOLD me at length arrived at New Stre^ 
lit^, the port I have had conftantly in 
yiew^ fince my departure from England, and 
the objeft of my anxipu§ expectation. Yet I 
have not been in a violent hurry to reach 
this wiflied-for port, becaufe I intended it 
ihould be a fiation of repofe, affer the fatigues 
I wa$ tQ jindergo in jtraverfing fuch a vari- 
jety of towns and villages in the dukedoip of 
^Mecklenburg. As I knew I fliould be detaihr 
ed in this capital, I was willing, while the fine 
weather lafted, to m^ke the moft of my time j 
and by what accounts I have hitherto tranf- 
niitted to you, it will appear, I hope, that 
I have not been idle. I fliall now acquaint you 
yrith what paffed fince my departure from New 
Prandenburg, and with the particulars of my 
ffception at this princely refidence. 

/ X 4 The 
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The fixth inftant, I breakfafted with M, 
Piftorius, who promifed to come and fee me 
very foon at New Strclitz, By eleven, captain 
Winkelman's chaife came to the door, and w§ 
fet out together in very good fpirits, M. ftf- 
torius would walk with me to the town-gate, 
where we parted with great tendernefs and 
friendfliip,, The country, as we left New 
Brandenburg^ had a very pleafant appear- 
ance, riling in gentle eminences ; and on the 
right we had die ToUenfe^, which we could 
trace with our eye to the diflance of five or 
fix miles, Between twelve and one we ar^ 
rived at Nemerow, a delightful village^ five 
pailcs from New Brandenburg, and fituat* 
cd near the ToUenfee. The walk down 
to the water-fide is quite, charming, This 
Wa? once a commandery of the knights of 
Malta, belonging tp the grand-n[iafl:erfliip of 
Sonneberg; but it was fecularized, together 
with the commandery of Mirow, at the treaty 
of Weftphalia, and afligned to the dukes of 
Mecklenburg, as an indemnification for the Igfs 
of Wifmar, ceded by the faijxe treaty to the 
crown of Sweden. Proceeding on our jour^? 
ney we afcei^ded a fteep hill, and entered a 
large foreft belonging to the duke, in the mid- 
dle of which is a public-houfe, reckoned half- 
way to Strelitz. ^Here the captain would 
flop for refrefhment ; but the houfe afforded 
' very indifferent . accommodatiojpi. We madq 

7 what 
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4«(fhat hafte we could to get away; and ad^ 
vancing through the wopd, we faw a fine open^ 
ing to the left^ wijth a mod estenfive prQ& 
pe^ft. The road is very fandy, fo that we movr 
zed but flowiy. Within four miles of Old Sfx^cs 
liUBywe ftopped at another public houfe to ren 
frelh our horfes ; and foon after had a full ^ew 
of Strelitz^ ^hich ftands in a fpacious plasB. 
Wc reached the town before dufc, and fet 
up at the poil-houfe, where we ordered dinner. 
There waa no neceffity for our going to Old 
Strelitz from New Brande^iburg, as it is not 
the direft way ; but my companion had fome 
bufinefs in that city. After we/had dined, he 
went to fpeak to a friend, and I walked a little 
about the town. By feveh o'clock we got into 
our carriage again ; and at eight we reached* 
New Str«litz«- Here my companion and I par> 
ed: I was fet down at burgomafter Strub* 
ing's houfe to which I was recommended by M, 
Piftorius; the captain went to a private lodg-t 
ing, and I never law him afterwards. Burgo- 
mailer Strubing is a merchant, yet keeps an 
inn ; he is a man of a good behaviour, and 
underftands has bufinefs very well • His houfe 
is reforted chicifly by fuch gentlemen as have 
any affairs to tranfaft at court* He received 
me civilly, provided me with a good fupper^ 
and a handfome apartment, I was pleafed 
to hear that baron Dewitz was at Strelitz, 

and 
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and after indifferent chit-chat with my land* 
)ord, 1 went to bed. 

As foon as I had breakfafted I fent a fervant 
with a card to the baron, fignifying my arri- 
val; and that, if it were convenient, I in- 
tended doing myfelf the honour to wait up- 
CHI him. This was about nine o'clock. The 
baron fent for anfwer h6 fliould be glad to 
fee me ; but,' dreffing occafioning fome delay, 
a fcrvant foon after came to acquaint me, 
that baron Dewitz was obliged to strait upon 
his ferene highnefs ; that he fliould be glad to 
fee-me at court between twelve and one; 
that the duke's eoach would come and take 
me up; and that the marflial of the court 
would be there ready to prefent me to their 
jQbrene highneffes. Accordingly the duke's 
coach took me up at the timjS appointed, and 
drove direAly to the palace. Getting out of 
the coach I fell down, but, thank God! re- 
ceived no great harm. One of the officiers con- 
ducted me to the marfhal's apartment, where 
I fpund him waiting for me : after the ufual 
compliments, he told me he had been juft 
reading my Hiftory, and was pleafed to com- 
mend it The marflial does not fpeak Eng- 
lifh, but underftands it pretty well, and is 
converfant in moft of our books of polite li- 
terature. His name is Zefterfleth, and he 
is ftricken in years, but a very fine gentler 
x^zxL He told me that baron Dewitz had ap- 

prize4 
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^sed the duke and the princefs of my coming, 
3nd, if I pleafed, he would now introduce me* 
I could not avoid being greatly flattered with 
fuch politen^fs, and anfwered him I was ready 
to pay my rcfpeds to their ferene highnefles. 

Wc then afcended a great ftair-cafe, and 
paffing through feveral apartments, where I 
faw and bowed to inany ladies and gentle^ 
men, I reached the antichamber ; and was ap- 
prized, that their ferene highneffes were in 
the next apartment. I entered with the mar- 
Ihal, and after paying my obeifance, was de- 
ceived by their highnefles in the moft gracious 
manner. The duke was drefied in blue velvet, 
with a yellow fattin waiftcoat, white filk ftock- 
ings, diamond buckles, the order of the garter, 
and a feathered hat. The princefs was in a 
clofe habit like a riding-drefs, with the enfigns 
of the Ruffian order of St. Catharine. The con-^ 
verfation was fliort, and turned chiefly about 
the queen their fitter; that they expeded every* 
moment an exprefs with the news of her ma- 
jefty's delivery ; and that all preparations had 
been made to cielebrate the happy tidings. Ac- 
cordingly the guns were drawn out before the 
palace, and the fire-works were ready. . They ' 
dropped fome compliments concerning my 
Hiftory; and told me, they hoped I fliould 
find fome amufement in Strelitz. I then re- 
turned with the marflial to the antichamber, 
where I found baroo pewitz. I cannot ex- 

prefg 
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prcfs the plcafure I fdt at feeing this n^ble** 
man, for whom I had fo profound a refpedt 
from the knowledge I had of his moft amia* 
;able qualitiei. So ;agreeahle a fight, in fuch 
a diftant part of the world, cheared my heart, 
^nd in(pired me with the mofi: lively fenti- 
ments^ We had not time to converfe much ; 
the baron only told me, in ihort, that fo long 
as I chufed to ftay at Strelitas I was to dine 
sind fup at his highnefi's table ; that he cx^ 
peded me to breakfaft always with himfelf ; 
^nd that he (hould be glad to introduce m9 
to his lady, having changed his condition finco 
Ills return from London. I had been already 
acquainted by count de Bothmgr, that the 
baron had Qiarried a lady of exquifite beaiAy. 
In the midfib of our converfation the trumpet; 
founded, to fignify that bis highnefs was go- 
ing to dinner. 

The duke and the princeis his iifter foon 
after appeared, holding each other arm^ in arm^ 
feveral ladies followed, and the gentlentien lead^^ 
ing up the train, they all entered a handfome 
faloon, where we faw about twenty covers* 
Before the company fat down, the marfhal of 
the court, with one of the pages, advanced 
towards the table, while the reft of the com-r 
pany fiood round: the page faid grace with 
an audible voice, and then the duke took his 
place; the princefs his iilier fat on his right 
hand, and one of the court ladies on his left^ 
• . . The , 
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The reft fat down to table witjbout any diftincf-* 
tion of perfons. Baron Dewitz placed himfelf 
oppofitc the duke and princefs, and made me 
fit next to him, in order to have the opportu- 
nity of converfing either with their highneffes 
or himfelf with more eafe. The company con- 
fitted chiefly of the gentlemen of the bed-cham* 
ber, the ladies of honora', and the officers on; 
guard. Our. entertainment was a foup, with 
three courfes and a defert Among other varie- 
ties there was excellent venifon, of which they , 
have great plenty, btit they do not feem to be 
over-fond of it We had abundance of wines, as 
French white wine, claret, old hock, champagne^ 
and burgundy ; but their common draught i^ 
the French white wine, which when of a pro- 
per age, is excellent in its kind. The claret^ 
which they call Pontac, is indifferent ; but 
their burgundy is very good, and I gave it 
the preference. An ofiicer ftands with the 
liquor on a beaufet in a corner of the hall, 
where he fills out .to the fervants : thefe are 
the pages, heydukes, footmen, 8cc. &c. who 
ftand behind the company, and take the glafe 
out of your hand, whenever you prefent it 
them for liquor. Some of the gentlemen ii» 
waiting always carve, and after helping their 
highnefles, they fend a plateful round to each 
of the company. The whole is done with 
great eafe, and (Sifpatch. 1 obferved that a 
page always holds a plate tinder the duke's 

glafs 
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glafs whenever he drinks. No healths wcrtf 
toafted; this cuftom being laid afide at gr^t 
tables, except that the duke drinks to the 
king and queen of Great Britain juft before he 
rifes from dinner. I had almoft forgot to 
mention to you^ that we had very good beer, 
of his highnefs's own brewing, which comes 
from the neighbouring town of Mirow, where 
her majefty was bom. There was alfo fome 
EngliiK. beer, which the duke is very fond 
of; and he has it in bottles from Ham** 
burg, I reckon that dinner lafted about zn 
hour and a half, during which time the 
whole company converfed with the greateft 
freedom and hilarity. Their fcrene highneffes 
did not fit at the head, but in the middle, of 
the table. When the company had dined, the 
duke made a fignal, and they all rofe. The 
fame page again, with the marflial of the 
court, drew near tl^e table, and returned God 
thanks, when their highnefles, arm in arm^ 
"Withdrew to another apartment. They drank 
coffee ftanding, which was ferved by the 
pages and the heydukes. Thus they converfed 
near half an hour, during which their ferene 
highnefles and the ladies aiked me fever^ quef? 
tions concerning England. In about half 
an hour their highnefles retired, and baron 
Dewitz introduced me, firfl; to his After aind 
the ladies of honour, and then to moft of the 
bflSicers belonging to the court. 

Hell 
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I fell more particularly into converfation 
with counfellor Reinhard, a gentleman o£ 
great eminence in this country. He is a mem- 
ber of the priVy council, and one of the judges 
of their court of Chancery. He fpeaks mbft 
European languages, and even Englifh toler- 
ably well, though he never Was out of his 
own country. M. Reinhard invited me to his 
Jboufe, where he Ihewed me his library, which 
is well chofen, and confifts of books in moil 
branches of learning. The counfellor is a living 
library, himfelf, 2, helluo Ubrorum^ a real prodigy 
of erudition : but the laws and government of 
the empire in general, and "of his own country 
in particular, are now become his principal ftu- 
dy. He talked to me a good deal about the 
Englifh conftitution, and the forms obferved in 
our courts of juftice. Some doubts Iftarted con- 
cerning the government of Mecklenburg, and 
he fome with regard to that of England, which 
we endeavoured to folve to our mutual fatis- 
faftion. I thought myfelf very happy in the 
company of fo agreeable and learned a gen-^ 
tleman ; when a clergyman entered the roonl, 
who, as the counfellor told me, had beed 
preceptor to the ducal family, and confequent- 
ly concerned in the education of her majeftyj 
This was M. Gentzmer, redor of the towa 
of Stargard. He is a very pleafant old gen- 
tleman, of found morality and learning; 
Hi§ ftudies are directed chiefly towards anti- 
quities 
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qiiities and natural hiftorjr; and he is.faid( td 
have the bed collection of foflils^ minerals^ 
and curious ilones^ of any perfon in this 
country. He foUicitouily enquired after her ma- 
jefty's healthy and thdn entered into the civil 
and natural hiftory of Meddenbur^w Thus the 
evening pafled very agreeably, when M. Rein- 
hard's fervant came to acquaint us that the 
duke's coach was at the door to carry us to 
court. 

We found his bighnefs at cards in the 
prefence-chamber, with fome of his officers^ 
There were other- tables in that and the ad- 
jacent apartment for the company, moft of 
whom played at whift, and fome few at 
quadrille. Baron Dewitz was there ; but in 
the evening he comes only to talk with the 
duke about the bufinefs of hfa department, 
ftnd then goes home to his lady^ At nine 
the trumpet called the family to fupper, and 
the fame ceremony, as to the grace, was 
obferved as at dinner. The princcfs is not in 
the beft health, and therefore does not come 
down ftairs at night; fo that in her ftcad 
the duke leads one of the ladies of honour 
by the arm, generally madam deKofboth. The 
number of diflies at fupper was much the 
fame as at dinner. The duke talked to 
me/ with great aflfabilitjr, and fecmed high- 
ly pleafed with the account of my progrefs 

through 
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ikrotigh the country of Mecklenburg. W$ 
t-ofe from tablS in lefs thin an hour ; the duke 
taking ma<tam Kofboth again by the arm^ 
^thdrew to the pi^eCence-chamber, followed by 
the reft of the gentlemen and lgdies«. There we 
converfed fiinding above half an hour^ when 
his highn^fl made a bow to the conipsmy^ and 
^e sdl retir^d^ This is the manner Of living 
iftvery day at x:ouM, without Jany material al^ 
teration, except that on fome fi^emnities or 
fefiivals there ar^four courfes inflead of three; 
The duke's coach carried mje home to my 
iod^iigw Before I fell afleep, I heard the 
Cratch founding their horn^ ai tjhey cry the 
hour, which is the cuflom throughput this 
icounhy. They alfp chant fome religious 
Verfes, to furnifh matter for npaurnaj medii* 
tation. The next moming 1 waited on biirost 
Dewitz, according to agreement^ about nin^ 
o'clock, in order to breakfaft with him. This 
is his leifure-time of chatting, before the 
liour of attending the bufinefs of h|$ departr 
ment. Hare he affured me moft eordmlly of 
the great pleafure he had in feeing me^ and 
approved very , much of my expedition t9 
MeAlenburg. He told me, Aat thdr (erene 
highneffes were alfo pleafed with my eonilng; 
and would ule all endeavpurs to prpeure me 
farther materials for completing my fbeond 
volume. As to amufement, he faid I fhould 
Vol. h Y wane 
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want for none ; and that the whole court, 
and himCelf ^Qiedally, would iludy to ren- 
der my flay agreeable. I leave you to ima- 
^e how much I was pleaied with this Mend- 
]y declaration; and indeed I wanted words to 
e:qpre&my admowledgment 

In the midft of this difcourfe madam Di;- 
wkz came into the rooim, and the baron pre- 
lented me to Bis lady. I rofe -and kij&d her 
hand with awfol r e verence ; for I *was greats 
iy ftrack at the fight of fo much fweetneis, 
innocence, and beauty. This lady b very 
young, not above twenty ; her maiden name 
is Baiieben, and fhe is daughter of a noble- 
man of that name, whofe efiate lies at a 
place called Genzkow, in the difirid of Star- 
ganL She is of a middling ilature, a very deli- 
cate make, and moft engaging deportment 
Her complexion rivals the Parian marble, and 
the bloom of the damaik rofe over-lpreads 
her cheeks. Her hcc js rather round than 
oval ; her eyes are black, and fparkling like 
. diamonds ; her forehead large ; her eye-brows 
aulmme, and forming a beautiful arch ; her 
mouth little, with lips of a rofy hue ; and, in 
^fliort, the Graces feated in every part of hier 
lovely countenance. When ihe came to fpeak, 
hearing gave new pleafure to the fight, but a 
scverential pleafure.. 
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Like a calm fea, which to th' enlarged view. 
Gives pleafure, but gives fear and reveremce 
toa. 

Befides her own lan^age, flie (peaks very 
good French, and exprefies herfelf with fuck 
fweetnefs of voice, and fo graced a fmile, as 
are inimitably firiking. In ihort, her looks, her 
mien, her deportment, her voice^ announced 
her fomething more than hui&an ; aild t con^ 
fefs that I gazed upon her, for a few momentis, 
as on an angelic form, dropped down from the 
heavenly abodes. 

. This you will call, perhaps, a, poetic fiight; 
yet, the portxait, I affure you, fell fliort of the 
original. I was in a kind of rapture, and had 
fcarce recovered myfelf when we fat down io 
breakfaft. A variety of fubje^ls came Upon tha 
carpet, and the baron gave pie the whole hiftory 
of his courtlhip and marriage, which was con« 
eluded in a month. He alfo entertained mt 
with feveral anecdotes concerning the moil 
eminent courtiers. As I was going away M. 
Genzmer, the antiquarian, came in i and after ^ 
ihort converfation, the baron defired him to 
condud me to the Kev. Mr. Mafch, iuperin- 
tendant of Strelitz. This is the j^ame the Lut 
therans give to the chiefs of thliir xikrgy, atid 
which anfwers pretty much in power and jurif* 
diftiou to that of bilhop. 

• • Y 2 The' 
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The fuperintendant wns ^it home, an<f 
ttoeived me with sdi the marks of good^ 
i»;tQre. He & 2 tall handfome' nxair^ be-* 
tween forty and fifty, of a pleafant open 
countenance^ and moft cheafful dHpofition. 
He was bora, at Beferitz, a {maSl fown be^ 
tween New Brandenburg in^ Friedland^ 
where his father, aUb a minifter, is ftill liviiigy 
at the age of eighty-fix* For learning and pie- 
ty few can equal, but none excel him. He 
underftands Engliffi, but does sotfpeakit; yet 
is very converfant with our beft writers. They 
f eckoni Jkim the be^ preacher in: the whole 
country ; and he ii greatly efteemed by the 
duk$ and all ranks of people. He is married 
to a very agreeaHc lady, by whom he has fe^ 
Veral ine diildren. The houfe in which he 
Kves is a handibme cooMiodious building, but 
bdbh^ to the duke, who bas affiled it for 
f he refidence of the chief ecclefiaftrc of his do- 
minions^ The fuperintendant is one of thofe 
difiingi^ifhed perfonagfcs who <fine at court 
t^hen tbey pleafe j but he docs not often make 
life of the privilege, on account ^f its break- 
ing toa much into his time, which he ap- 
plies moft clofely to his domeftic concern^ 
his ftudiesi and his paftoral fundionv He wai 
pleafed tb fhew me bis library, which is a very 
large and well chofen coUedion. Among the 
curiofities in the typographical way, the chief 
fiiret I. Laftantius's Inftitut€S> the firft book 

printed 
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ipnotedat Rofioqk^ 1476. 2. A fr^atife of St 
Auftin de cm^^u Vkiomm ^FUrttaum^ printed at 
Nuremberg, «4<Jf^ 5- A trcatifc & Jfud. & 
ChriJL Converf. yfi€k a buU ^ pope Hicholas 
dated 1447^ 4. An edidMi of this Vialgate, 
printed at Bafil in ^487. 5. Hxe Vulgate edi- 
tion of the New Teftanotent, cum Ctmment. Df^ 
ram^ Nmmk 1475^ &. Tiie Pentateucb, Jofliua, 
Judges, Kings, and d|ie New Teftamenl;, printed 
at Wittenberg, 152^ a very fcaroc copy, and 
ftippo&d to have been publilfeed bf lather. 
7. A Donunlcan 1lklifial,>priivted at Venice, 1500, 
by John Emeric de Spira. 8, Brevmrium Halber- 
Jiai^ €dit. ab Jlberto MariUom Brand. Jrchtep, 
Mag. & Mog. 9, Margarita D^creti imprejf. Ar- 
jgentinaf fir Jmn. Wivfi^ 1487^ He alfo Ih^wed 
me fome very ancient rccoird^ of jdbce towns of 
Ratzeburg and Friedland 

After we h^d converfed a good deal on literi" 
ry niatters, Bt. Geazmer fet out for Stargaird, 
where he told rae he {hould be glad to fee me, 
and the fuperintepdant and I went t6 dine at 
court The princefs was a little indifpofed, and 
did not appear that day in public ; but the duke 
came at the ufual hour, and with the ufual ce- 
remonies^ He was difeffed in crimfon velvet ; 
and I have fince obferved ,that he is different- 
ly apparelled almoft every day. There were 
two ftrangerrf at taible, both of them no- 
blemen of Mecklenburg, baron Raven and ba- 
j:pn G;am, The latter, who is chamberlain to 
T 3 tie 
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•the king of Denmark, is a tall hs^dfome mzn^ 
of a grave deportment, and well verfcd in 
public affairs, having been employed, if I 
am notmiftaken, by that monrarch, as mipiftcr 
to the court of Spain. He h the laft of his fa- 
mily, a very noble family indeed, being dc- 
icended from the famous Gam, who was hang^ 
cd by duke Henry the Lion, of Saxony, for his 
fteady and invariable adherence to his unfor- 
tunate fovereign Pribiflaus. At dinner the 
company were free and chearfiil, and every 
thing paffed in the farpe agreeable manner as 
the preceding day. 

The duke is entirely void of pride or fiiffnef^ 
converiing in fuch a mantier with thofe about 
him, as to remove all conftraint I begin to be 
acquainted with the company, and the ladies in 
particular behave to me with extraordinary po- 
litenefs and affability. After dinner I retired 
with the fuperintendant, who carried me to 
fee his neighbour. Dr. Verpooftcn, phyjQcian 
to his ferene highnefs. The doctor and his 
lady received us very politely, and entertain- 
ed us with variety of refreflimcnts. Dn 
Vcrpoorten is a middle-fized man, of a very 
fwarthy complea^ipn, but regular features, and 
A grave countenance. He is rather bafhful in 
his carriage, confidering that he is a cour- 
tier, and, as I am told, a favourite of the duke. 
He was born at Coburg, in the circle of Franco- 
nia, and his father was phyiician to the pricce of 
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that name. The ion entered as phyfician into 
the fervice of the father of the prefent duke " 
of Mecklenburg Stfelitz, haa continued to 
ad in the fame 'quality to his highnefs, and 
is much refpefted and beloved for his integri* 
ty and abilities. His wife is dwghter to the < 
famous M. Denner, a painter at Hamburg, who 
has been much talked of for his reGgious prin- 
ciples as a Mennonift. Mrs. Verpoorten ijpeaks 
pretty good Englifh, having been over in Eng- 
land with her father wjienflie was young, and 
has ever fince retained the language. She learn- 
ed alfo to draw of her father, and is reckoned 
a very good limner, of which fhe has given 
convincing teftimonies. The dodor, after cof- 
fee, took us into his cabinet, where he ihewed 
US a great number of artificial and natural ra- 
rities ; but his chief colleftion is in all forts of 
curious flones, of which he has a prodigious 
variety, rough and polilhed. His fofiils and 
{hells are alio worth notice. I never iaw 
fo many Cornua Ammonis, all from the neigh- 
bourhood of Coburg : the colleftion was bc- 
guti by his grandfather, and the do£tor himfelf 
has been very diligent in improving it. From 
thencd Mrs. Verpoorten led us to her gal- 
lery of piftures, moft of which were done by 
her father. There are »fome good pieces alfo 
by herfelf; and among the reft> portrait. of 
her majefty before her marriage, which i$ 
reckoned a very good likenefs. ' 

Y 4 It 
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It was now paft fix o'clock, and 1 liad( 
promifed the ladies to be at court in the 
evening, in order to n^ake a party at cards : 
1 was therefore obliged to take my leave j 
and making what hafte I could, I found the 
ladies, with fome of the o^c^rs and gentle- 
men in waiting, who all entered into a fa- 
miliar difcourfe with me. Prefently after 
came the barons Gapa and Raven, who join- 
ed converfation. 

The duke appeared lA the prefence-chamber 
exactly at feven, which is his ufyal hour of 
evening relaxation, and he plays till nine. 
There were feveral tables in that and the 
adjacent roqm. The duke^ the two barons, 
and captain^ Pleffe, an officer of the guafdsjj 
played at one table; and at the next I had the 
honour of being feated with three court bdies, 
mademoifelle Dewitz, madam Kofbot^ and 
mademoifelle Rauchbar. We all played at 
whift, which is become the faihionable gamet 
of this place. At the duke's table they play 
for half-crowns, but at ours we only played 
for about a ihilling a comer. The duke likes 
cards as an amufement^ but is an enemy to 
deep gaming. Baron Dewitz came to talk to 
his higimefs^ as ufual, before fupper, but fooi^ 
after went home. Before the duke rofe frona 
the card table, an officer prefented to him 
a paper, mentioning the names of firangers 
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LETTER XL 329 

who arrived that . diy at Strelitz ; tijle duke 
read it aloud to the company; and this 15 
the praftice every night. After w6 had fupr 
ped, and taken our leave of his highnefs, 
the two barons. Gam and Raven, went home 
with me i» the fame coach; fpr they lodgr 
cd at burgomaller Strubing's. Baron Gam^ 
as I mentioned to you before, 13 a very feni, 
fible nobleman : I '4m forry he has no 
thoughts of marrying ; for as he is the laft of 
that worthy 'family, it is likely to be extinft, 
He talks of felling his eftatc in Mecklenburg, 
?ind retiring entirely to Denmark, for what 
reafonhfrdid not chufe to mention. We chatted 
T9L good deal in our way home, and afterwards 
in his apartment, till it was time tb betake ourr 
felves to repofe. 

The day foUoiving, after breakfafting as ufu- 
al, at baron Dewitz's, the baron fliewed me his 
lady's picture, and his own; both which are 
extremely well done. I went from thence to 
fee counfellor Reinhard ; and in paffing thro* 
the duke's garden, I faw his highnefs on foot, 
in a green velvet great coat, trimmed with 
gold, attended by two heydukes ; he went up 
towards the Parade, to view his troops, who 
were going to mount guard. Thecounfdlor 
and I entered into a clofe converfation, when 
Dr. Verpoorten came in ; and we walked out 
together, to view the palace, and pay feve- 

ral 
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T3l Tiiits. Before dinner I had the honour of 
prefenting a copy of my Vandalia to his ferenc 
highnefs, aiid he was pleafed to receive it with 
the utmoft benignity ; he condefcended even 
to exprefs how much his family were indebt- 
ed to mcy for the pains I had taken in writings 
and in coming fo far to illuftrate their hiftory. 
After dinner I performed the fame compli- 
ment to the princefs, in a private apartment; 
ler highnefs received me with equal goodnefs^ 
paid me the fame compliment, and withal told 
me, that (he hoped my book would be ufeful to 
ker in her endeavours to learn the Englifh lan- 
guage* The reft of the afternoon I fpent in 
making vifits, and at the ufual time,' I came 
to play at cards at the palace. 

The duke did me the honour to make mc 
one of his party, with two of the court la- 
dies ; we played at whift, and I find that his 
highnefs underftands it ^perfectly well. I have 
had the honour of playing with him iince at om- 
bre^ttand I perceive that he has altogether refprit 
dejeu ; yet, as I told you before, he does not 
encourage gaming, I went home with the two 
barons, and muft own that I have greatly im- 
proved in their converfation. 

You fee I am now initiated at the court of 
Strelitz. My manner of life is pretty uni- 
form : I rife between feven and eight, breakfaft 
with baron Dewitz at nine, make vifits till 

twelve i 
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twelve I then drefs and go to dine at court at 
one, ftay there till three, walk and vifit tifl 
feven, play at cards at court till nine, fup, and 
retire between ten and eleven. Thus I am pret- 
ty well enabled a conmitre le terrein; I fliall 
therefore attempt to give you a regular account 
of this courf, with the charafterg of the prin- 
cipal perfonages^ but firft of all I apprehend it 
will be proper to fend you a defcription of 
the town of Old Strelitz, as well as pf thi^s 
princely refidence. 

Old Strelitz is fituated in a large plain, al- 
moft furroijnded with morafles. The adjacent 
country is a fandy foil; but a fine foreft extends 
itfelf in the neighbourhood towards Stargard^ 
abounding with all forts of game. Strelitz, 
in the Venedic or Sclavonian language, figni« 
fies a javelin or huntfman : and from thence 
the town *is fuppofed to have derived its 
name; for, in all probability, the ancient kings 
of the Obotrites had a hunting-feat in this 
neighbourhood. Strplitz was only a village 
till the year 1349* when it wa& erefted into 
a town by Otho and Ulric, counts of Furften- 
l>erg, and of the noble family of Dewitz, ^n 
whom it was conferred, together with the 
county of Furftepberg, by John and Albert 
dukes of Mecklenburg: but upon the dif- 
g;iace of the above counts of Furftenberg, it 
^eyolvj^d again to the ducal family. 

t The 
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The founders hvoured it with many privl- 
f^g^9» ^hich have been fince con&rmed by tht 
idnkes of Mepklenbqrg. This place has often 
buffered by fire, like all the other towns ill 
this country ; yet was chofen by duke Adot^ 
flkns Frederic IL the firft of the line of Stt^ 
UtZf for his refidence, on account of a com-^ 
modious palace. Since that tin^ Strelitz in« 
tfeftfe^ in buildings; new Hreets were open^ 
led^ the old houfes pulled down^ and others 
of better architefture fubftituted in their room; 
The town is of a moderate circumference^ the 
ftreets wide and regular; }>Ut the houfes are 
too low to make any figure. There is a pretty 
^ood market-place, anil the inhabitants carry 
pti a middling trade in cattle and hops. They 
have four feirs cvpry year, which laft two* days ; 
on the firit they fell cattle, and on the others 
all forts, of merchandize. The pariih^chiti'ch 
is a toleriaUe good ftrji^ore, but contains ath 
thing rematkable. There are a great number 
of Jews in the town, who have lately built, 
with the difke's permiffion, a very handfomie 
fynagogue. 

In the year 17 12, Adolphus Frederic III. duke • 
of Strelitz, and his whole family, narrowly et 
caped periftiing in a great fire, which broke out 
in the night, and burned down the old palace, 
with all its coftly furniture and valuable effe6ls» 
In confequence of this misfortune^ his ferene 
highneis began to ered a fumptuops palace, in 

1726, 
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If 269 about two Engliik miles £rom th6 towd 
p{ Strditz, in a very pleafant iltuatipn, at a 
place called Glieneke, wh)cH b^ore wad hk 
hunting-feat In the year 1733$ t^ thought 
proper to found a »ew town adjoining to thff 
palace, and ordered it to. be called by thtf 
name of New Strelitx. This new town ii 
bid out in a liioft r^ular manAer, in the faim 
of a ibr; thib centre is a fpaciou3 luaika^* 
place i and A-qpoi thence a number of ftfffHpti 
branch out in firaight linea : the chief 0ot 
kadB td the palate, and is called FalaccHftrettf 
the iiext to the water^£de, wh^'d a plmfatif; 
hkc attrads the eye^ The buildings ki th«& 
two ftreets are elegant and conunodiousi aiid 
in (bme of the others there are habdlbiBft 
houfes. The duke gives great encourag^Bmetit 
to builders^, ^ that by this means^ and 1^ 
number of nobility who come to liye near 
tiie court, the towQ enlaiges every day; iteaw 
it is imagined by many, that the buil^ 
ings will in tiine r^tach to Old fitreHts^ ahd 
both together qonfiitute one laige handfoole 
city. ■ . \ 

The air of this new town is clear and whole- 
fome, and the water alfo of a falubrious qua- 
lity. There are feveral inns, and two very good 
ones, belonging to two coufins, both of the 
name of Strobing ; one the burgomafter, where 
I lodge, and the other the poftmafter. The 
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inhabitants keep their accounts in dollars ancl 
£dhillings: a dollar is about foui;ihiIlings£ngliih» 
a fchilling a penny ; but the filver here current 
being more mixed with alloy than that in the 
duchy of Mecklenburg Schwerin, and at Ham- 
burgy is called light money. Their gold coin is 
chiefly ducats and piftoles. One thing baron De- 
witz has aflured me, that a dollar in this Country 
will go as far, that is, will purchafe as much as 
a pound fterling in London ; and you know he 
^ved there long enough to judge of the dif- 
ference. Indeed, provifions here are in great 
plenty, and all excellent in their kitid. They 
have two forts of beer ; one, the common 
draught, called town beer; and the other 
brewed ^^t Ruppin in Brandenburg, which is 
fironger and'dearer ; but they are both very- 
good. The former^ I am told, comes from 
Mirow, where the brewery is in the hands of 
the duke, which makes a great part of his re« 
venue ; and I remember it the fame in Bava- 
ria. ,But, that you may be a better judge of 
the plenty and cheapneis of provifions, I 'will 
give you the following lift of their prices. 
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Prices of Provifians^ and other Neceffarles^ otNevh 
Strelitz, Oil. i. iy66. 

Wheat, per bufhel, ? — ^ .._-^ | 24 

Barley, — — • ■ - r ■ o 38 

Pcafe, — — — — -r — -. m , J 9i 

Potatoes, ; — — — — ^-^ 9 32 

WheatepL flour, per , meafure, p 7 

Rye ditto, — — —— o 4 

Salt, — .^031 

Fifteen eggs, — ~ _. q 5 

A load of hard wood, — — o 28' 

Ditto foft wood, ■ ' ■ . o 24. 

Beef, per pound, ■ ■ o 3 

Mutton, ditto, - — - — o 3 

Veal, ditto, — — ,a 2 

Pork, ditto, — * — — ^ 3f 

Large fifli, per pound, — — o z 

Small filh, ditto, — — — o i 

Butter, per pound, — — — -—« g 8 

Olive oil, r ' — o 8 

Calk candles, — t— ■■ o 7 

Drawn candles, — — — . " o 6 

Dutch cheefe, •— — ~ — ^ o 4 

Common cheefe, — — . ^ o 2 

White foap, per pound, -— ^ .— — o 7 

Green foap, ditto, —— — ^ — " 5 

French brandy, per pot, — *- .-—--• o 12 

Corn brandy, ditto, — ■ ■ i- o 6 

Town 
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Town beer, per pot^ -»— ^ — 6 i 

Ruppin^ ditto, '- i- o i 

Hoftock vinegar, per pcft, .-u....^.;...^ — o 1 

Agocrffe, ■ — — — ^ • o i6 

A duck, ■' — ■' " ' ■ s-i p 8 

A fowl, ■ >' ■■ ■ ■ - I - t o d 

A couple of chickens, -'^■^—^ — --^ 6 6 

A couple of pigeons, — ^^ ■ • ■* o 4 

N« B« The dollars and fdiillings here artf 
in light money ; fo that the dollar is not tx^ 
a^y four ihiilings, nor the fchilling exadly a 
penny, but one-fourth lefs. 

The chief buildings in the town of New 
Strelitz have been crefted by the late duke^ 
and his prefent highnefs, for the accommoda<> 
tion of the different officers belonging tq the 
houfiioldv [Thae are public ftrudures for 
the courts of jufiice, the confifiory, the mint, 
and the chamber of finances. His highnefs 19 
likewife upon the point of building a hand"^ 
£E>me parochial cHurch, with a town-houfe, in 
the great market-place, which will greatly add 
to the beauty of New Strelitz. 

But the principal ornament of this capital 
is the magnificent palace, ere£ted here, as I 
mentioned to you before, by duke Addl* 
plius Frederic III. in 1726; The reverend Mr* 
Mafch has favoured me with a plan of this 
elegant ftrufture, of his own drawing. The 
fituation Is delightful, qn a riling ground, and 

dry 
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foil, with a dder park in front, and a fpaci- 
ctis garden, with a beautiful lake at the back. 
It is a quadrangular' pile, btlilt chiefly of ftone, 
three ftories high, reckoning the ground- floor ; 
the architefture extremely light and elegant. 
Two large wings projeft from the main body 
in aftrait-line, between which is a fpacious 
area or court The wings areiixty feet each in 
length, and the main body one hundred and 
twenty. The court chapel is in the right wing, 
and in the left is the grand faloon. The prin- 
cipal ftair-cafe is large and 'light, leading to 
;a handfome hall, where the duke commonly 
dines. Contiguous to this hall, on the right 
hand, ar^ two rooms, from whence you pafs to 
the prefehce-chamber, and his highnefs^s private 
apartments. The prefefnce-cbamber is extremely 
beautiful, being of a due' proportion, and the 
furniture of the highefl: feontrivance and ele- 
gance : in the middle is a rich chair of ftate, in- 
tended,' aS'I fuppofe, for public ceremonies ; but, 
tho' thei^a have been fome here in my time, I ne- 
ver faw his highnefs fit in it. On the other fide 
of the liall are feveral good rooms, which lead 
to a kind of gallery, and from thence you ad- 
vance to the grand faloon. This is really a mag- 
nificent piece, decorated with ftuGco, gilding, 
and every other embdliifament. It is lofty 
^^ fpacioixs, about fixtyfeet long and forty in 
breadth, with, a gallery for the mufic. - This 
> yoL. L Z grand 
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grand room is ufed : only;, oa. £iriUyaJb5» >vhen 
there arc balls ap4 a0)^mtdie$; avd then it is 
cuftomary for the duke ap4 ^ wljiole courts 
to dine and fup. there, ThCj Dwct floor is af- 
figned for her ferene highQei^'sap^tmentSy.as. 
well as for thofe of the dute's^- brothers when 
they come to Streiits, and thofe belong^g. to 
the dames de cour, or Udiea of honour. On 
the ground -floor lodgies the mafrfhal of th^ 
court, baron Ze^f^tthp whofe apartment is^ 
neat and elegant. Proceeding frono thence to* 
ward$ the garden, on the^ left hand you find 
the grand apartments, whicl^ are abibjutely; 
fuperb. The cieling confifl? of cowRartments,, 
curioufly. wrought in ftu^pco, th? fidef enriched 
with pichircst glafleES|> an4 other ornaments ;, 
and the furniture quite new, rich, and well*; 
chofen. The chairs are all liii^d with crimfon; 
damaik> edged and flowered with gold ; and^r 
indeed^ the whole isrv^ry fplendid. ; 

On the right-hand,^ opf>pfite to thefe apaif- 
mefats, are feveral rooms, full of ciBriofitie^ 
^nd valuable moveablosi but not ranged it pro^ 
per order. Among other things! bchdd with 
admiration^ a complete: fervicexof Ghdfea por- 
celane, rich and bfeatitiful in; fancy beyond ex* 
preflion. I really nevirSzrr. any Drefilen por- 
celane neatifo fiDe;'hetJXiajefly.mAde a^pFcibnt 
of this choice coUedton toithe duke herbroth^rf 
a prefent worthy of fo: great a; prinjoei^ Thd 
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ctiapcl on this fide k {)eaiHifi^Uy fini&ed, but 
90t crowded with ornameotis ; t^e; pulpit ifl 
.9ver tike altar^ and round the whole fubb a galr 
ifiTf for the duke's houihold ^nd the nobility ; 
but the part frbating the pulpit is apprc^riat** 
lid to his ferene highnefs. 

From the back-gate of the palace you de^ 
fc^nd by a handfome flight of ftone fteps into 
the garden, where the eye is imqaediatdy pre- 
ifented with a charming landfcape. Before you 
ii a beautiful partCTre, leading to a dduble' 
tow of treeSy which form the grand avenue : 
this is terminated by a handfome terrace, with 
a gradiia} flopc to the edg<p of a fpacious lake, 
on the oppoiite bank of which you behold a 
pretty village ; and farther on is a vaft tracl 
of foreft land, outftretching the fight. Gn each 
fide of the grand avenue are groves aqd al* 
leys, with a variety of labyrinths ; and a cu-* 
ridus grotto on the right hand, much admired 
for its &i5ll-work. In this fr»me grand avenue 
you fee feveral ftatues, copied from antiques, 
and Extremely well executed. 6n the right 
fide of the gardeti is the orangery, confifting 
of a fpacious faloon, elegantly built, and kept 
in good Order, On the left is a kitchen gar- 
den, with pleafant walks and arbours. Before 
the palace is the Parade, a fpacious area ter^^ 
minating in the d«er park. On the left of this 
Parade are fome public ofit(:es; and at a fmall 
diftance t|ie duke^s c«ack-hau&, and ftables: 
Z 2 Hit 
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His highnefs has a number of carriages, fomeof 

which are quite magnificent. His (tables are 

-well ftocked with horfes*, tho' he feldom rides. 
His coach-horfes are very beautiful, and he 
feems fondeft of his greys, which came from 
Holftein. Fronting the left of the garden is the 
riding-houfe, a very good building : clofe by 
are convenient ftrudures for' the principal of- 
ficers ; at one of them lives baron Bulow, maf- 
ter of the horfc ; and baron Dewitz at the far- 
theft of all. Thefe houfes are prettily fituat- 
ed, having a view: of the lake, and of the 
duke*s palace and garden. Towards the town 
the duke tias latdy caufed a palifede to be 
raifed round the garden, and from the back- 
door of the palace there is a • covered - way, 
where a perfon may walk without being ^x- 
pofed to the rain. I take this wholefome ex- 
ercife every -morning in the garden, after I 
come from baron Dewitz; but I very feldom 
fee any body here bcfides myfelf ; and in gene- 
ral 1 have pbfervcd that they are not fond of 
perambulating in this part of Germany. I took 
a walk the,odicr day to Old Strelitz, which is 
only two miles diftarjt from hence: their ferene 
highncifes were both furprifed at my undertak- 
ing fo fatiguing a journey, as they were pleafed 

. to call it ; and the duke gave me a gentle 
reprimand for not lordering one of bis coaches. 
I anfwered their highnejOies, that we were ac- 
cuftomed to wAifcaggpd.de^Jin.England, and 

- . . ^ . ^ that 
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that I was obliged to ufe every day twice that 
exercife, in order to keep myfelf in any toler- 
able degree of health. 

Thus I have given you, my dear friend, a 
fuccind account of this princely reiidence ; my 
next fliair be a portraiture of the chief per- 
fonagcs on this courtly theatre: I will fend 
you the out-lines of their charaders ; but as I 
am not the beft limner, you will excufe any 
defeft in the colouring, if I have only preferv- 
ed a likenefs. I can aflure you, that 1 fliall mif- 
reprefent nothing ; for you will, ever find me a 
lover of trutth, and invariable in the ^c^rity 
with which I declare myfelf, . 

' Dear Sir, yours, &c. 
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ONE of the g^eateft politicians of t'he 
prefent agei has girfen us a fHglrtftH 
pifture of the courts of princes, fufficient to 
render them mt?ft Q^iou^ to ev^ry man who 
has a regard to the principles of honour and 
virtue^ " Ambition * (he fays ) mixed with 
idlenefs, meannefs with pride ; a defire of richer 
without induftry ; averfion to truth ; flattery, 
perfidy, violation of engagements; contempt 
of civil duties ; fear of the prince's virtue^ hope 
from his'w^aknefs; but above all, aperpetuaj 
ridicule caft upon virtue, are the charafterftic? 
by which moft courtiers, in all ages and coun* 
tries, have been conftantly diftinguifhed.^ How 
juftly this reprefentation may be applied to the 
courts pf powerful mpnarchs, where lilxpry 
aod .pmiption have eftabUihed their empire^ 

* Montcfquieii*5 Spirit of Laws, v. L p. 34. laft edit* 

lihaU 



5 fcai *ot preteka^to tletettttittej liut I can 
vcntui'cWflfflrtto tfetMie cdurt 6i IScrtKte, lb 

Ye^^rfe <if fttcKniiJdtoru* i)4fttife. iThiey have 
no Amyti<»n^heitf, W i\i^ of Icrving theit 
^hiiSc ^fta ceiuntfjr ; they idlt not iwiy 

, ^fhefr tiiirt, but ^ .^ith th« trtttioft diH- 
'^ce hi lAidir rii|)daive dcpirtmtti« they 
behave with ajuft dignity and decotuttl, 

' avoiding the extremes of meannefs and pride ; 
they are content with their paternal fortunes, 
which fet them above the inordinate defire 
of riches ; they are dpen and. fincere, which 
renders them lovers of truth; they have no 
occafion to cringe to a prince whofe averfi- 
on is flattery ; they have the higheft ideas of 
honour, and confequently are true to their 
engagements; they have an inviolable re* 
gard for all civil duties ; they have a love for 
their prince on account of his virtues, and 
efteem him for his capacity: to conclude, it 
may be truly faid that, inftead of encouraging 
the ridicule of virtue, this court is a pattern 
of morality and religion, a fchool of probi- 
ty and honour, a feminary of politenefs, and 
in fine, the feat of every focial virtue. 

This, my dear friend, is no exaggeration, but 
a fair portrait The court of Strelitz, indeed, 
is not very numerous, but it is one of the 
moft I'egular and miofi agreeable of any in 
the whole empire. No private family is go- 
Z 4 rerne^ 
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. verned witkmprc prder;.apd perl^aps no prince 
is (eryed by abler officers^ and with greater 
^lig^nce and affedion. Many of the gentle- 
men eippk)yed in t^e civil department^ would 
do honour to ^he firft court in. Europe for 
their integrity and abilities. I intend to de* 
lineate fome of tli^ir charadetrs, but fijrft ihaU 
give you a Iketch: pf ,thc. prefcnt ftatc of the 
court 
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C:OURT of STRELITZ- • 

The SO VEREIGW^^ ' 
His fetene highniefs Adolph FREDERrc I"^, 
Duke of Mecklenburg Strelitz, borri'the 
5th of May, 1738, came to the fevereignty', 
upon the death of his uncle Duke Adoiph 
Frederic III. the nth of December, 1752, 

Brothers and Sifters to. his R^al nighnefs^ 

I. Charles Lewis Frederic, bornfthfe. ibth of 
O^ftober 1741, \a lifeutenant; ggjitsral in t&ii^ 
.., Hanoverian ferVi^e; he refidqs at Hanoven 
2\ Erneft Gotlob All?ert, born the i 7 th of Au« 
guft 1742 ; major general in the Hanoverian 
,: ^yice ; he. rc^des at Zell, of- which he. ft 
- . governor. r ; - - 

3. George Auguftus, born the i6th of Aaguft, 
1748, in the empi^eis queen's fj^ryice^ he it 
upon his travels. 

4. Chriftiana Sophia Albe?tina». tk^m the ^th 
pf December, 1735. 

5. Sophia Charlotte, born the F6th of May 
1744, married to our moft gracious fovie<» 
reign King George III. the 8th of September, 
1 76 1 9 and crowned the 2 2d of September 
the fame year. 

• . • The 
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The Doke's Household. 

* ■ 

Uarfidl ef the Cat(r/,~His excellency baron Zef- 
terfleth, privy-counfellor. 

• Nayor d>f the fatace;^ — Baron De\;^Zk jp]:)ry> 

conofeUor. 

Onef (fuf-bf^m,^ 'VBCWt 

RrJiGentUmaooftbeBed'cbtmber^-^Bvcaxi Qcp^ 
Jcow. 

Ctnilenutt tf Jhe Bed-cbumbeff — Baron .Charles 

\ Frederic Ufaeodwe Bchqiei). ^ax on Adolph 

Frederiic WitamwUjrf. Baron Viaw Wilfem 

OertT!. Baron Botho Chriftopher BaJtha- 

fiir !De«eitz. Barthblontjaciii Norman. Wedige 

' ' Hbfljoch, lktt«ena»t of tlie b«)^^»^. .: 

:8te £«ibMk. Madtmolfelte ^ ftMdi^ar. 
- : MttitmxMtak dt f)«^t2. ItfiHSeilieil^ d» 
'^Seh!«a'« 
f ^^«ry^Jfi4in tfhriteaA tvaRate Vt^potmen, 

courts counfellor^ M, Hempcl,'<;ourkt3»n. 

P<»f«,^Frcderic Curt George H^hftiini 1*in- 

trock, Adolph Frederic Albert Ha«i i^rede- 

• rfcEriidft H*fc ' . 

(ignifics^ Captaia pf the Qaftle,. 
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Danctn^mafttrj—IA. Dpity. 

VaUts de Cbamht^ «^ Mefl^s. Mw^ Mam^po^^ 

Tfchierpe, Gotfche, Nfnjonaniv^ 
Cmtri Harbinger f^-^M.T^cds^ 
Court Trumpeters^"^ MdTrs. Lutze» Gobbi9| Gr«|[« 

Bcrt, Henii^, B9fdioff, 
C0«r/ Kettle»drum^r^l^ Clcgptmc* 
Bed'fHaier^—M. Henderick. 
iXr^ Cw/t, — ^M. Dannehi. 
Cleri of the JStcben, — ^M. Qrapo^y^ . ^ 

Coois^-^McSxs. Haflelmap, {iaafqhen, RomltU^i 

Tile. 
AJiftants^ — Meflrs/BaHr, Munzel» 

The Duke's Csilah; 

Cup-bearers^ — M. Oeltzner, M. Schmidb 

C^nfe^hnerr-U. Schmidt 

The Duke's Stablz:^ 

Mafler of the ^<«r^,-- Baron Ihllow. 
EqtferrUsp — Baron Heffe, M. Si^mfiMi. 
Biding^majier^ — M. Hempel. 
Coacb^maJler^^M. Schljcht. 
Sadlerf^M. Scholl 
^ip-rAM-,— M; Frmzel 

^cers 
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Officers belonging ti the Duke^s Hunt. 

Great Hunt/many — ^vacant • ' - • '. 

Oentlemanofthetiunt^'-^'RztonBthmtn. 
FirftForeJlery—^. Boldt. ".'•.'; 

Secretary of the Forefts^ — M. PegeK ' ' 

The Duke's Band of Music, 

Singers^ — Mrs. Coghoen, .Mjifs ^giin^n. 
Mujic-majier^ — M. Zeller, ' ' 

Ftrft Violin,— m. Seidel. ' '* / . \ 
Second and TraverJl—M^Meyct^M. Richter. * 
Haf'pjcbhrdy—M.'tyncke. 
French-horns, — M. Erhardt, M. Stpltze, 
rioloncello,-^M. Braiier. '''-'■■ "t^ 

Hautbcy, — ^M^HcDtrich. ..„ 

.The. Duke's CHA^Ef. 

Court Preach^^:md '.Council ofoibe C^^^y, -*-M.' 
A.G.Mafch. : . / ' ' .. v 

Organijly — M. Liemke, 
Clerk, — M. Grantzow, ' ' ^ V 

Sexton,— yi.Yt\ki»^ , - 

Officers t>f Ihe -Givil E^rABLisHME'NT. 

' , ■* ' • 

The Privy GoyNciii, .. , 

■.*.'.--. ■• . . .J 

Preftdent, —}^h excellency baron ' Zefterfleth. ' 
M. Jacobi; Baron Dewitz; M. Sdp, chan-- 
eery couufidlor and archivarius. 

Secretaryy 



\ 
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'Secretary J — M. Relnhard, chancery coiinfellqr. 
Regijler^ — ^' Horn. 

The Court of Exch^q^uer.. .. t 

Prejtdenty — ^His excellency baron Zefterfleth. 
Baron Dewitz, member of the privy council. 
Counfellors or Judges^ — ^. Winnemer, M. Sche- 

ven, M. Reinhard, baron Gentzkow. 
Secretary^ — vacant. 
Regijler^ — M. Cron.. 
Commijflirlus Camera^ — M. Quinkard. 

The Mint. , 

Majter of the Mintj — M. Lowe. 

The Court of Chancery for the Adminif- 
trrition of Juftice. 

Prefidentj — His excellency baron Zefterfleth, 
Counfellors or Judges^ — M. Seip, baron Gentzkow^ 
' M. Gerling, M. Reinhard, M. Goflel. 
JSecretary^—M. Bluth. 

The e.NsisTORiAL* Court, relating to 
Ecclefiaftical Affairs. 

Prejidentj—His excellency baron Zefterfleth. 
Counfellors or Judges^ — M. Jacobi, M. Seip, the 

fuperintendant M. Mafch, and Mr. Gerling. 
Sir ret a ry^ — M. Horn. 
Principal Eccleftajlics^ — The reverend Mr. Mafch, 

fuperintendant of Strelit^, and preacher to 
' his ferene highnefs ; 
•: - . The 
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The TCV.Mr. Qerling, rcflior of New Strata; 
The rev. Mr. Eggcrs, rcftor of Oid Strelitz. 
The rev. Mr. Leithaufer, reftor of Mirow. 
The rcT. Mr. Genzmcr, rcAor of St^gard. 
The rev. Mr. Kirrhfiein^ redor of New Bnn^ 
de];iburg* 

OFricER^ of the DlE-r, or Provihcial 
Assembly. 

Land Marjhalj — Baron Hahn^; and baron Pleetzv 
* who hold thift pofi: by inheritance. 
Land Counfelhr^ — Baron de Warburg. 
Deputies of the Circk ofStargard to the frovtncial 

Affembly rf Rojtock. 
From the Nobility^ — Baron Genzkow, and baron 

jaatzke. 
Fr&m the Burghersy — M. Schroder, burgpmafter 

of New Brandenburg. 
Land^SyndicuSy — ^M. Piftorius. 
Secfiiaries and^Notariesp — M. Godemann, andM. 

Crazius. 

The Duke's Body Guajips. 

C^fow^/,-— Baron de Cramm. 
MajoTy—M. de Rcbeur. 
Caftatny—M.yettc. 
Ucutenanhy^-^M. Kahlden, M. Kofboth. 

Here I have given you a lift of the chief 
perfons employed in the different dejnrtments 
of the government; I (hall now come to a 

nearer 
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nearer view oi fornix af tkofe with whom I 
I^iv^ tkC:hQnour of bemg acquainted; and, 
tj^t ti^s talk may be performed with propei: 
dc^oi^Cfrfq, IfhaU beg^Q with their icreoe high« 
'neffeSi 

The pi-efent diike of Mecklenburg Strelitz^ 
Ad«lph Frederic IV. is twenty-eight years oS 
^^t veyy comely in hiB perlbn, of a middling 
ftaiffre,. well proportio|ied» and ftrong^built* 
He. is of a fair GQmple:pon, an oval face, and 
catherlean than corpulent His afpe^is fweefe* 
aj^d engaging^ and he wears his^ own hair, of 
a Ug^t brown. He hais a fp^^cious forehead^ 
lively blue eyes, aad the other lineaments ex* 
t^emely regular. In his deportment he i«^ 
gleeful and. majeilic^ yet behaving towar<^ 
tbofe.who approach him with great alFability. 
Th^' he looks very healthy, he is rather of a 
4dicate confHtution, and cannot endure muck 
latigue^ In his diet he is regular and fpar« 
in& and feldom drink} above a pint of wine# 
He fets an example of ehaftity^ veiy rare, 
in the prefent age, never indulging himielf in. 
amomrs or intiigues, or gratifying his paflioa 
at the expence of innooence and virtue^. Thi$. 
is the more extraordinary, as* he 19 ix| the 
Uoom of life, and not infenfible to the charms 
fof beauty. The truth is, he is iincere in his 
religion, and thinks it the duty of a prince to. 
fet a good example to his fubjeds. On fun* 
days and fcftivals he. zBAs at Divine Service 

z with 
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with the utnioft devotion, and all his houfc- 
hold imitate fo good a* pattern. Yet he is 
quite free^ from aSediation and bigotry, has no 
prejudice on account of difference of opinion, 
and is a declared enemy of perfecution. But he 
is no enemy to ihiiocent ^eafure ; for ht.ii fond 
of balls. and aifemblies, where he dances and 
jplays at cards with the; ladies, and appears 
highly delighted with their company. His 
magnificence is without profufenefs, and his 
cntertainmeiits without reftraint I have of* 
ten heard him fay, Je ne gene ferfdnne^ <b* je 
ne veux fas etre gene. As Knight of the Garter 
he always wears his blue ribbon, and he is like- 
wife Knight of the order of the White Eagle. 
His table is open 'to the nobility of the conn- 
try, as well as to foreigners of any diftindi-* 
on. Thus "he Eves like a generous prince, not 
inacceffible to his fubje^fe, but difiufing his 
goodnefs,' and - delighting in hofpitality arid 
beneficente : yet his finances are managed with 
the greatell order, and he- has the happinefs 
of being affifled by miniflers perfeft^y acquaint- 
ed with political ccconomy. Poffefled of too 
much fcnfe to value himfelf merely for his 
high birth, and fenfible thzt generart & nafci i 
frincifibus fortuitum f/? j * he is the fartheft 
of all princes from any appearance of va- 
nity, or dlfdaining to be 'tainted with a vice 

. . .• . ' - -:-■ 

* Tacit* . 

in- 



LETTER XII. 353 

inherent in none but >ireak and fuperficial 
minds. 

IJo pains have been fpared to complete this 
prince's education. He is poffeSfed oif very 
good natural parts, a quick apprehenfioii, 
found judgment, and comprehenfive memory. 
He .ftudied fomc time at the univerflty of 
Gripfwald, where he was f aifed to the digni- 
ty of reftor ; on which bccafion he made d, 
moft elegant Latin oration^. Under the di- 
re^on of baron DdWitz^ he improved him- 
&lf aftei^ards in foreign travd. At Paris 
the celebrated abbe Nollet read kftures of ex- 
perimental philofophy to hini-j and from 
other inftruftors he imbibed a true tafte in 
the polite arts. He is mafler of feveral lan- 
guages ; the French in particular he fpeaks 
with er^at purity and eafe, and is well verf- 
cd in the Italian. He ufes very few diverfi- 
bns, neither does he feem to take fufficient 
exercife for his health ; feldom going a- 
hunting or fliooting, but contenting himfcif 
with taking the air in his chariot. On fuch 
" occafions he makes no parade, being only at- 
tended by one or two Huffars. His chief df- 
verfion indeed is in doing good, in expand- 
ing himfelf in ^fts of beneficence towards his 

♦ Thi8 I have by me, and am indebted for it to baroi 
Dewitx. 
Vol. L a a fub- 
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fabje&Sy whofe luippine& feems to confiitute 
the fole objeft of his ambition. They repay 
him with the utmoft gratitude ; he is pofleiT- 
ed of their love and affeclion; and never 
prince and people lived in greater harmony. 

Hb manner of life is pretty uniform ; he 
rifes about feven; breakfafis a little after eight; 
walks in the garden, or rides out in his cha- 
riot, till ten ; at which time he goes to the 
Parade, where he fees his foldiers exercife and 
mount guard r from thMce he retires to his 
cabinet, where he either reads or confers with 
his minifters till twelve; drefles afterwards, and 
comes to the.prefence-chamber a little before 
one ; and precifely at one fits down to din* 
ner, with the princefs his fifter. About three 
he retires, and perhaps takes another airing in 
his chariot, or fpends the afternoon in his 
cabinet,^ till feven ; then he enters die pre- 
fcnce-chamber, where he diverts himf^lf at 
cards. Before fuppe)- he generally converies' 
Jialf an hour with b^ron Dewitz, about bu- 
nefs; and at nine he fups. At ten he rifes from 
.table; and, after half an hour's converfation 
.with the ladies and gentlemen, he withdraws 
to his apartment 

The duke's fifter, princeis Chriftina, is in 
her one and thirtieth year ; tall and genteel in 
her perfon, round-faced, large blue eyes, and 
brown complexion* She is extremely well 

Ihaped, 
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Ihaped, of an engaging carriage, and a moil 

graceful figure ; but a little marked with the 
fmall-pox» Her conftitution is rather delicate; 
but fhe is very good-tempered, and endowed 
with fiich an affability as wins the hearts of 
all thofe who have the honour of approach- 
ing her perfon. She fpeaks good French, and 
with great fluency. Her countenance is dig- 
nified with an air of grandeur fuitable to her 
rank, which flie tempers in convef fation with 
a becoming fweetnefs : her words exprefs her 
judgment and found fenfe ; and good-breeding 
accompanies all her aftions* 

, Weaned from the vanities of the age, flie dif- 
covers her high birth only by folid piety and 
furprifii^g gopdnefs of heart The improvement 
of her mind has been ever her chief ftudy ; fo 
that, without flattery^ I may affirm her to be 
adorned with every accom^Iifliment fuited to 
her fex. She dines conftantly with the duke 
her brother, but does not come down to fup- 
per, except on affembly - nights,' which are 
Wednefdays and Sundays. Few ladies dance 
with fo good ati air as her highnefs ; but 
flie confines herfelf now to minuets, being 
afraid of over-heating herfelf with country 
dances. On aflembly - nights, after flie has 
danced a minuet, flie plays at whift ; and ge- 
nerally madam Winnemer, madam Barnewitz, 
and baron Dewit? are of the party. Her high- 
Aa2 nef$ 
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nefs has been honoured with the Ruffian or- 
der of St. Catharine, the enfign of which, 
being a yellow ribbon, fihe conftantly wears. 
She generally takes an airing in her chariot 
once a day, attended by madam Winnemer, 
who feems to be her favourite. She. reads a 
good deal, and has lately begun to learn Eng- 
liffi. In fliort,, her graceful and polite beha- 
viour cannot be expreffed ; like her brother, fee 
"has not the leaft pride ; nor does fee aflFeft any 
pre-eminence, thb',berides her birth, highly en- 
titled to it by the luftre of her princely virtues. 
Baron Zefterfleth, marfealof the court, has, 
on account of his age and employment, the pri- 
ority of rank ; but in power and intcrcft baron 
Bewitz is the ifirft minifter, being pofleffed of 
the chief direction of public affairs. M. de 
Zefterfleth is defccnded from a noble family 
in thd duchy of Bremen, who have long mad© 
a cohfiderable figure in that country. He en^ 
tered early in life into the fervice of the colirt 
of Mecklenburg Strelitz, and was governor 
to the prefent duke's father, Charies Lewis 
Frederic, with whom, he lived afterwards at 
Mirow. You may judge from thence that 
M^ de Zefterfleth is not young; he appears 
to be turned of feventy. In his youth he muft 
have been a very handfome man, and he has 
ftill the remains of an elegant form. He is 
tall and genteel iti his pctfolit and (loops but 
' I very 
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very little for a man of his years. His confti- 
tmtion is rather delicate ; but he preferves his 
health pretty well by great regularity ^nd temper- 
ance. One would imagine from his hedic 
coughi that he could not live long ; and wh^n 
i have expreifed my uneaiinefs at this fymp- 
torn, he anfwered, it did not fignify, for he 
had*had it thefe twenty years. His complexi- 
on is fair, and his ziffed: grave, bordering in 
fome meafure upon feverity. But this is only 
in a}a|)earance ; for no man can be more afFa-. 
ble and obliging than M. de Zefierfieth, when 
you come to Convcrfe jievith him. He is a very 
good fcholar without any mixture of pedan- 
tryt and a fincere chriftian without the leaf^ 
leaven of diifimulation. By his office he is 
led into all the ceremonial fundions of , a 
courtly Hfe ; yet he is a philo£bpher in his 
difpofition^ and a man of true folidity.^ His 
innocence, of manners is fuch as one would 
hardly expeA to fee araidft the pleafures 
of a court He is up at four in fumnicCr, 
ihaves" himfelf without water, and never makes 
ufe of a ghfs. No fervant eyet f^w him in 
an undreis. He, is fo niodeft that in convert 
iiig with the ladies he will not permit them 
to touch his hands; and when they attempt 
it out of pleafantry, he fecures them in lu# 
breechest or quits the field* His inte^it)( 13 
iimo& unparalleled, and np m^n living can 

A a 3 have 
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hive a greater contempt for money. The du- 
cbefs of Mecklenburg, her prefent majefty's 
aunt, knowing that he had a fancy for a 
horfe of fome particular breed, and would 
not accept of it as a prefent, ordered a perfon 
in her confidence to buy one, and deliver it 
to his groom, with diredlions to fay, that 
it was a ftray horfe. M.de Zcftcrfleth* be- 
lieved the ftory, but had the horfe cried ; and 
as he was not owned, every body concluded 
that the baron had a right to keep him f but 
he was of a different opinion himfelf: the 
horfe, he faid, did not l^elqng to him, and not 
having a particular owner, was become of 
courfe fublici juris ; therefore he would fell him 
and diftribute the money among the .poor ; 
which he did accordingly. What think you of 
this inftance of difinterefiednefs and integrity ? 
M. de ZefterfletTi now reaps the reward of his 
integrity ; he is beloved by the duke for the 
long fervices done to his family ; and he is re- 
vered and efteemed by the public for thofe vir- 
tues which have adorned him in every ftage 
of life, and will accompany him to the 
grave. 

Baron Dewitz is a member of the pri- 
vy-council, and firft direftor or lord of the 
treafury. This nobleman is defcended from 
one of the moft ancient and illufirious fa- 
milies in the duchies of Mecklenburg and 

Po. 
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Pomeranisu The name is derived from the 
lerdihip or manor of Dewitz^ fituated on 
the other fide of the town of Stargard. His 
anceftor^ for fome time enjoyed the coun- 
ty of Furftenberg, which was erefted by Al- 
bert I. duke of ]^ecklenburg, in favour of 
the two brothers Otho and Uhic of.De- 
witZy in company with whom duke Albert 
had been educated. The county of Furften- 
berg was then of confiderable extent, contain- 
ing StrelitZy Furftenberg, Konau, Arenfberg, 
Wuftrow, Drofedow, and fome other places. 
Strelitz is indebted to this family for its mu- 
nicipal exifience, fince before this period it was 
only an infignificant villagel The two counts 
founded a new town on this fpot, and favoured 
it with . the privilege of wearing their own 
arms, which are three golden cups. But the 
dignity of counts of Furftenberg did not re- 
main long in the family : in the {pace of 
twenty years the indifcretioh of the two bro- 
thers James and Gerrard Dewitz proved fa- 
tal to themfelves and their pofterity. Thefe 
noblemen were poffefled of eilates which lay 
partly in Mecklenburg, and partly in Pomera- 
nia, and confequendy were held of different 
Sovereigns. A war. happening to break out 
between the two dukes, the brothers above- 
mentioned unfortunately preferred the fide 
of Pomerania. Duke Albert reminded them 
of their obligation on account of the new 

Aa4 dig- 
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digntty which he had conferred on their fam!« 
ly ; but his xiemonfiranoe had no cffed ; they 
took the field in conjundioa with the duke of 
Pomerania; In refentment far their behaviour^ 
duke Albert feized the county of Furftenbcrg, 
and ftripped the two brothers o^ their new dig- 
nity. The family, however, are ftill pofieffed 
of confiderable lapds in Mecklenburg and Po^ 
irerania; particularly in the latter they have 
the ancient eftate of Paber, which the Pome- 
ranian dukes granted them, as an indemnity 
for the lofs of Furftenberg. From this place 
they affuroe the title of Schtofizg^ffeffine^ ufuaily 
conferred on fuch a* have a moated feat, en- 
circled with battlements. There are feveral gen- 
tlemen fubfeudarii^ or rear vaflals to this noble 
jEamily ; one of whom claims the right of be- 
ing elefted provincial counfellor in Pomerania. 
The houfe of Dewitz hath aUb produced many 
lUuftrious generals, three of whom fignalized 
themfelves in the prefent century in the Pruifian 
fervice, another in Denmark, and another in the 
Imperial army fome time before the H^onuo 
ation ; the laft was alfo honoured with the 
order of the Golden Fleece. The fame family 
has likewife given birth to many able minifterft 
and ftatefmen, among whom the nobleman fq 
highly refpeded at this court deferves not the 
laft place. 

Baron Dewitz is of a tall ftature, thin habit 
of body, and fair complexion. He haiJ i roun4 

face. 
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face, Muc eyes, and noble prcfence. His dc« 
portment is engaging, mixed with' gdod^ 
nature and aflfability. He is lively withdnt 
levity, enterprising without temerity, fober 
without parfimony, and religious without 
any bigotry or pre|udiGe. Though a courtier^ 
he is an enemy to flattery,' and a ftrift 
obferver of his word. In his air and in his 
a^ons there is a franknefs and canddur Ex- 
tremely engaging. His behaviour fhews him^ 
the man of quality, and it isimpoffible to filr* 
pa& him in politenefs. In literature and the 
fine arts he has a very good tafte, and been 
ever ready to^ give all encouragement to men 
of learning. Carmen amat quifq^uis carrf^inedignd 
geriu His ftudies he performed at the uni« 
verfity of Jena, where he diftinguiihed himfelf 
by his application and abilities. When he 
was only a ftudent, he publiflied a ihort 'di£* 
courfe in the Italian tongue, on the privileges 
of the ladies of Mecklenburg^: a difcourfe 
admired for its elegance. Befides German 
and Italian, he expreffes himfelf well in feveral 
other languages, particularly Englifh and 
French. Hi3 natural parts he improved by 
foreign travel, when he accompanied the pre^ 
fent duke to Gripfwald, and afterwards in his 
tour through France and Italy. Upon the 

♦ / PrincipaU Frlvik^j delk imtil dome £ MeckUn^ 

happy 
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hacppy nuptials of her majeily, he came over as 
cnyoy extraordinary to the king of Great Bri- 
tain frcMn both the courts of Mecklenburg; 
aiid after difcharging that funftion with dig- 
nity and fuccefs he was recalled to his own 
ccmntry, in order to take npon him the admi- 
I^ft^ltion of the finances. While he refided 
in England, he fpeni great part of his time in 
the ihidy of trade and manufa£hires ; and the 
knowledge which he acquired in thofe branches, 
he now moft fuccefsfnlly applies to the hnproTe- 
ment of his own country, and the fervice of the 
duke his maften When he came to theadmini- 
ilration there was fcarce a manufaftnre in the 
country } but fince that time he has.ereded ma- 
ny* The duke's troops are now cloathed from 
head to foot with the manufadures of his own 
territories. Fabrics of cloth, leather, caps,ftock- 
ings, &c* have been erected in divers places, all 
owing to the baron^s affiduity and encourage- 
ment Befides the proqioting of manufa^res, 
he is employed in draining lakes, or in fuch acts 
of cultivation as meliorate the lands and improve 
vegetation. In ihort, he is indefatigable in his 
department to fuch a degree, that he feems to 
have impaired his health, which at beft is not 
extraordinary, being of a tender conftitution. 
As he has made himfelf mailer of every thing 
that forms the minifter, the duke places an 
entire confidence in him, which fo far from 
abufing, he renders fubfervient to his. great 

aim 
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Stim of doing all the good he can, and promot- 
ing the real interefts of his prince and country; 

Baron Bulow, mafter of the horfe, is de- , 
fcended from a very noble family in Mecklen- 
burg« He is of a middling ftature, comely fea- 
tures, and dark complexion. His inclinalioB 
led him early into the army, ^nd for many 
years he was in the Imperial fervice. He made 
feveral campaigns in Italy, where he diftin- 
gujjhed himfelf at the engagement near 
Bitonto; he was afterwards dangeroullj 
wounded in Bohemia, at the famous battle oi 
Gzaflaw. At length age and infirmities oblig- 
ed him to quit the army, and retire to his 
own country, where he obtained of the court 
of Strelitz this eafy and agreeable employ- 
ment. Bleft with an excellent wife, he has 
two fons and three daughters. One of his 
fons is equerry to prince Erneft ; another^! 
think, is at his ftudies. His daughters are all 
happily married ; the eldeft in Franconia, to 
the count of Liehtenftein; another in Stre« 
litz, to captain, Norman^ ; and a third alfo in 
Strelitz, to baron Oertz. The two latter are 
among the chief ornaments of this towiu 
Baron Bulow is a valuable gentleman, has a 
i;enerous foul, great politenefs, with a readi- 
. nefs to oblige. He fpeaks but broken French, 
yet is fond of exprefllng himfelf in that Ian* 
guage. He fills his poll with great honour^.: 

and 
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and feems.to htve no fxnail fliare ia tbe confi- 
dence o£ his i»ince. 

Iconic now to the court ladies* Madam de 
Koiboth is defcended from a noble fam^ in. 
Saxony, of the name of Keller, and was born 
at Cunpen in that electorate. Early in life fiie 
entered into the fervicc of the princefs erf 
Zerbft, and was afterwards married to a noble- 
Bian of Mecklenbnrg, viz. M. de Ko&oth, great 
bnntfman and gentleman of the bed-chamber 
to the duke of Strelitz. She has been fome*^ 
time a widow, but continues to lii^e at court, 
where (he is beloved and greatly reipeded. 
Though fomewhat advanced in years, fiie has 
fiill a great ihare of charms. Her form is 
genteel and elegant, her features regular, her 
iDiien and air engaging. She is courteous and 
afiable, extremely good-humoured, and a per- 
fc6k miftrefs of politenefs. Long trained to a 
court,^ (he treads that critical ftage with eafe ; 
and in all her a^ons difplays her breeding, 
good-fenfe^ and knowledge of the world. 

Mademoifelle de Eauchbar was bom of a 
noble family, in the principality of Waldeck ; 
Iter father was prefident of the colleges, a poft 
which he filled with great integrity and ho* 
noun The prefent lady, his daughter, entered 
into the fcrvice of the grand-mother of the 
reigning duke of Strelitz, and afterward? 
VW near the pyincefe of Schwartzburg, if- 

ter 
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ter to the feid duke's grand-ihother. Hence 
you may gathcip that thi^ lady cannot be la 
the bk)om of life ; I believe flie is not muck 
more than feventy, yet Ihe is^ ftill mademoi- 
felle ; and fo Ihc would continue to be, were 
flic an hundred, and riev^r married Time 
•has committed fome rav^iges oh her feature^ 
\rfekh twenty or thirty years ago wferc pcr- 
ha{« more fett^aAing. She is tall, in good 
j>light, of a ^trown complexion, and healthy 
countenance* l^e has qualities ^r fuperior to 
fecauty ; qualities which will i^cver fade, but 
laft tili the diflblutipn of the frame they ani- 
/matc. Her mind is adorned with every valu*^ 
able accompUfliment No lady can have more 
tnfc piety, inor be a greater obferver of every 
duty 'of religion/ Difengagcd fronl all trifles, 
Ihc may be really deemed a pattern of mo*- 
ifcfty and gdbdnefs. She is extremely civil 
and obliging, ^ and far more chearful than one 
ttjuld txpeft from a lady of her years. I 
have the pleafiire of playing with her almoft 
every night at whift; and it is impoflible to ex- 
prcfs with how much temper and good-humour 
Ihc afts her part The duke himfelf, though 
at another table, cannot forbear laughing^ 
when he hears her cry out, huhffch kerlesj that 
i%j pretty fetlikus! a certain fign that Ihc has been 
fo fortunate as to get honours. Though it be 
not cuftomary to drink healths, (he generally 

breaks 
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breaks through the rule to drink to me ; and I 
get as near to her as I ran at table^ to enjoy her 
innocent and agreeable convcrfation. She is 
ai> enemy to idlenefs, and the mifemployment 
of time. I never go into her apartment, but 
I find her m^ds at fome needle or embroidery- 
work^ in which flie feems to be very ingenious. 
Though flic ufes little or no exercife, only 
coming down ftairs twice a day to her meals^ 
yet flie has very good health, and eats with am 
excellent appetite. This I have often wondered 
at ; and it can be owing to nothing elfe but 
the goodnefs of the air. In fliprt, mademoi- 
fetle de Rauchbar is, in my opinion, a no fmall 
ornament of this court. 

Mademoifelle Dewitz is fifter to my friend 
the baron*; fo that I have no occafion<to fay 
any thing of her family. She feems to be 
about thirty-three years old, o£ a middling 
fize, but rather too much embmfoint. Her 
complexiou is fair and delicate, her features 
pretty regular, and a perpetual fmile in her 
countenance. I really believe flie is one of the 
chearfuUeft women living. No lady is better 
bred, nor behaves with greater ,politqnefs. The 
fweetnefs of her temper renders her extremely 
amiable; and in this, as well as in feveral other 
refpeds, flie greatly refembles her brother. 
She has a noble air and mipn, and a gaiety of 
difpofitioD, entiiely adapted to the pleafurcs 

of 
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of tlie court Yet flic has not ih^e£ted to im- 
prove iier mindi, being mifire& of many ac- 
comptiihments^ wbich render her conv6r(ati6n 
extremely entertaining. I have the honour 
of playing at cards with her every evening! 
in the fame party with mademoifelle Hauchhav . 
and madam Koiboth; and who fa happy aft I^ 
when with this agreeable fettl 

Mademoifelle Seltzer is maid of hdnour to 
^ the duke's fifter, and was formerly governefi 
to that princefs and to our mo0: gracious 
queen« He^te you may perceive that this 
mademoiselle, no more than riiy ^avoufite 
mils Rauchbar, is^ not very young. I take 
her by conjedure, for one cannot a(k a lady's 
age, to be at leaft turned of fifty. She is def^ 
cended from a noble family in. the country of 
Wirtenbergy and en termed early into the fer- 
vice of the mother of the reigning duke of 
Strelitz. As thd princefs does not come put 
of her apartment, in the evening, mift Seltp 
zer fiays to keep her highneis company ; (b 
thjit I have riot an opportunity of convert 
fing with her fo often as widi. the other ladies. 
Her perfon is not much in her favour, being 
rather low fized. This deficiency is amply 
compenfated by the good qualities of her minc^ 
which endear her to all her acquaintance. -It 
may be truly faid, that Ihe is the pink. of po- 
£tenefs and complaifance : I fcarce ;ever faw 

her 
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Iier equal; yet there u no affedation id' her ; 
flie reatly means to oblige^ and the civility 
of her deportment is founded in finceri^ 
ty. She is endowed with all moral virtues, 
iHth mildiiefs aiid goodneft of heart beyond 
d^Nreffion. The charms of a court have not 
the leaft hold on her mind; true piety ^nd 
religion engrofr all her adicms, Nes^t M 
God^iier affe^o&s are devoted to thepiin* 
cefs, whom Ihe ferve^ with attachment ind 
fidelity, and who has a great regard f or hef 
virtues. A 

M* Seip, chancellery coanfellor^ and archival 
tins, is one of the moft refpe^ble perfons at 
this court* He is a native of the principality of 
Waldbck, and of a very good family. Tot fomc 
time he refided at Gottingen, as prohSot ex- 
tnuordinary of civil law, from whence' he re- 
moved to Roftock, where he figured in the fame 
capacity. His abilities rai&d him to the ho- 
nourable pdft of fyndic to the ftates^of the pro- 
irince ; and at length to the em]doyment which 
'lie now enjoys under this govCTumenl. Hte 
ieems to be about fotty years old, airery hand* 
ibme perfon; fine open countenance, florid 
complexion, and moft sTgreeable carriage. He 
i» extremely polke and afiable, has an air of 
prolnty and franknefs, an extraordinary vi^ 
vaclty, great facility -of expreffing himfelf, 
with an uncommon quicknefs of conception. 

The 
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^he F]*inkll kngiiage is as familiar to him, as if 
he were a native of that kingdom* lii moft 
branches of poUte literatui^e he is e:3ttretiiely 
well verfed j but he excels chiefly in the know^ 
ledge of this Imperial law^ and the municipal 
inftitutions of this Country. His afiiduity ahd 
Hiddrefs in bufinefs have procured him th6 
duke's efteem, fo as to be appointed coih^ 
miflioner every year from his highnefs to thd 
diet or ftates of the province. There he exerts 
thofe abilities which have rendefed him fo 
confpicuous, a manly eloquence^ a furprifing 
calmnefs of temper^ and a coilfuttlmate know-^ 
ledge of public buiinefS;. Oae of tikf firft vi- 
fits was to this gentleman ; and the reception I 
met with Was extremely polite. His lady is a 
moft agreeable well-bred wOihaii ; by whom he 
has feveral children^ His eldeft foii^ about ten 
years of age, is a furprifing genitis^ fpeaks French 
perfectly well, uiiderftands the clal&cs, and has 
acquired feveral other acGomplHhments undei: 
his father's inftrudion* 

I have already given you a flight accbunt 
of M» Reinhard ^ you fliall now have the fi>^ 
gure at full lengthi My intimacy With this, 
gentleman is very gteat, and I am pxt>ud oi^ 
the honour of his acquaintance. He was bora 
at Strelitz^ and his father was a civilian 
and court counfellon I cannot tell his age) 
but he feems to be near forty. He has ano-* 
thcr brother, a very polite ingenious gentle- 
Vol. I. B b man. 
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man, who has jufi phtained 9^ cii^^ ^fxq^^oy-^ 
meqt under his hi^oefs at Ks^t^^twrg* Hi$^ 
ftature is als^mt tke xaiddk iraer^ his cojxiplexi- 
cmhrown, and he is madbed vit^ ihe fmall- 
l^qx; he has a lively cye;^ but upcm the 
i^hok rather a fen^fible than engaging phy^- 
£ognon^y. Frota, the aCiduiky of his ftud^ 
he i^ems to hs^ve contra^ed 2^ aij^ o| HiSb 
fie(s an4 aufterity; yet Mrh.ea yoK come to 
conyerfe with kim^ you $«d hini open and 
€on)plaifant> wd in every rjefped the polite 
^e^tl^n^an. His health does not ieeia to be 
o{ the befi, for which, reaibu he riika out ofteu y 
and is remarls:ab)y ibber and abftcmioud. Be* 
fides the l^arQ.ed If^^i^uages^ he fpeaks. mofl: of 
th.e modern^ Germai?* Dutch, Engliih, Fi:ench» 
Spaniih^ and Italian*^ Th^re are few perfon» 
in Germany, or perhaps in Europe, of fuck 
iblijd extcniive leaching*, haying ^arly diftin^ 
guiihed himfelf m polite literature, philofophy„ 
and jurifprudence.. i£ls celebrated treatife o£ 
Gptimifm gained hin> the piize of a gold me- 
dal from the Academy of Sciences, at Berlin ^ 
the medal is one of the largqft ever given on^ 
fuch occafion, being in value about 25I. fter-^ 
ling. He wrote a great deal in the J^a EruS- 
torum^ and his Jftrictures have been refpected'^ 
as mafter-pieces of criticifm. I fliall give you 
a lift of his printed pieces, which have: beeit 
all received with great applaufe, and from 

whence 
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whence you may form fome idea of hia con- 
fummate abilities. 

t. A Differtation oii Optimifm, which won 
the pxi±t of the Royal Academy of Berlin in 
1755. (Irf I*rench:)> - - 

2. A CoHeftiori df Gentian poein^, printed 
the firft time at 6ottirigfcn' in 1756, and the 
fecond tithe 2it Roftbtk in *i 760. 

3. A Colleton of German Poems, printed 
at Butzow in 1^62. 

4. Rfefleftibiii oti Liberty, printed at Berlin 
in ij6'2i (In Frtdnch.) - 

5. liifcetaphyfical liiquiriis on the EaAvs of 
Motion. Printed at Bftrliti in 17S4. (In French.) 

6. Three CoHeffiofii^liiirdellaiiies in Profc 
and Verfe. • (In French.) 

7. Rdflefftiofti on the Dbaiine of the Romati 
Catholics^ cbiiteming^ th* Abthbrity of the 
Church, exltrafte^'itofli a| Litin Prbgramma 
of t>t. CruliuB at Leij^Ci (Itt French.) • 

ff- Critical Remarks' oh Profeffor Nettle- 
bkdV Syttem df Pbfitive Laws, at HaHe; (In 
German.) 

9. A ColIe£Hoti of l^emical TVafts, relating 
to the Diflertktioh on Optifiaifiri. (In German.) 

10. A Coneftion of Phibfophical Trafts 
jjubliflied in 1V53 ^^^ i754* (I^ German.) 

11: A great variety of Trads and Memoirs, 
pWbliihed in the j^la Ertiditorufn^ the Journal 
Entyehpediquej and feveral other Journals and 
litfcrary Gazettes, iti Gerioiariy. 

Bb 2 M. 
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M. Scheven, counfellor of the Zxcheqxter^ U 
a gentlendan fomewhat advanced In years, but 
chearfhl and facetiousi and for his g^nerofity 
does honour to Mecklenburg. His perfon is 
comely and agreeable;' and when he waV 
young, he mUft have been a very handfome 
loun. He lives in one of the beft houfes iq 
Strelitz, the comer of Palace-ftreet^ yhcre he 
likes to fee his friends, and gives them a hear- 
ty welcome. By his lady, who is a moft agree^^ 
able perfon, he is bleft with a numerous iffiie^ 
Having been often prefled to come and fee 
him, I went twice or thrice j but I muft con- 
fefs I dread to fet foot any more within his 
threshold. No gentleman in this town has 
fuch a variety of excellent wines, and none 
more free and liberal of them. I think I 
reckoned fourteen or fifteen different forts ; 
and he is uneafy unkfs you drink of each. Be-^ 
£des, it is diiScult m get away ; fo that his hoA 
pitality is often produftivc of intemperance. 
1 love and refped M. Scheven, but fliun his 
houfe, and content myfelf with feeing him at 
court, where he frequently dines. 

M. Gerling, Chancery-counfellor, is a hand- 
feme man, but fomewhat too corpulent, 
lie is reckoned a profound civilian, and 
thoroughly acquainted with the municipal 
laws of this province. . In his department 
he makes a confiderable figure ; in converfa- 
tion rather cold than entertaining; but he. 

a is; 



L E f f E R XII. 3li 

k 'obliging and complaiiant, of a very liumane 
difpofition^ and^ upon the whole, a man 'of 
great honour and integrity. 
• His brother, the rev. M. GerUng, is reftor of 
the parifli of New Strelitz. In temper there 
is a gceat difference between the two brothers f 
the rcftor being of a chearful, gay difpofition, 
and tiie lawyicr Very g#av« and referved. The 
reftor is a man of genteel deportment, found: 
learning, and exemplary piety. B<M:h the bror 
thers dine occa£onaUy at court, and I am 
Ttfy happy in the pkafiare of their tonverfa- 
tion. 

'• M. Winnemo*, counfellor of the Exchequer, 
is emin^tet in his profeilion. His perfon is not 
the moft ftriking, but his manners are polite, 
Ind ibew him the complete gentleman. In 
fenfe and learning he is not deficient Public 
bufinefs he underftands extremely wel), and 
may be dqpcnded tipon for his judgment and 
folidity. He is a man of very good fortune^ 
and is building a new houfe, which when fi« 
niflied, will be the beft in the whole town of 
Strelitz. His lady, madam Winnemer^ is a 
raoft agreeable, well-bred woman. Her iize is 
rather low, but fhe is of a genteel flxape and 
appearance. Her complexioa-is fomewhat flo-^ 
lid, and fhe feems to have Mnerally a blufli 
in her cheeks* In affability and pdlitenef^ 
flie has fiew equals ; and not many Ker fupe- 
ribrs in underftanding and good fenfe. She has 
Bbj the 
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thjs happinefs of being a favcouite of the prin* 
ce£8, who is a very good judgq of merit. Her 
highnefs fddom tak^s ap airing without thi9 
1^7, or i4ays at candfi, but ihe i$ of £he par- 
ty. This confidence ihe never abufes, nor 
4oc8 Ihe feero to bes elated by xourtly favour. 
Hence is fti? reipefted |>y isyery body for her mo? 
defly, gppd naWre^ »n4 otjigr virtuous accom^ 
pliihments* 

- Baron Geutzkp^, firft gentleman of die bcd- 
<;hamber9 is a tall likely man, of a ruddy comr 
plexion, and rpbuft conflitution. His mianner9 
are polite, his addrefs eafy, his air and mien 
becoming a map of quality, tfe does not feem 
tp have fhining parts, but a gcrat fliare of 
goodfenfq, and foUdity of |udgmeBt. He i^ 
the fondeil of ^mife x)f any glentleman I 
hzv^ {^cn in this icountry, £e^ days pafiing but 
he ridj^s out pQ.borfeb^k. Court attendance 
does not appear to be his tafie ^ for he likes 
pdither cards nor^dancing, and in fhort none 
but manly exerpifcs. His canycriition is fen? 
fible, confined" to few. words, but thofe weighed 
in the fcale of folidilty. . 

Dr, Hempel is* the duke's phyfician extra- 
ordinary, with the title of Limd f^byftcus^^ or 
phyfician tp the country ; that is, the duke 
allows him a falary for giving his advice and 
iMIiftance to his neceffitous fiibjeSs. The doc- 
tor is a moft amiable gentleman, between fifty 
and fi^ftyj pf an agreeable afpeiSfc, and thin 
6 h»bit 
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Irablt of body. He is facetious in convcr- 
fation, ever cbearful, and of a moft happy 
temper. His abilities as a phylician are; uni 
verfally allowed, and hav& raifed him to a high 
degree of .efbeem both with the fovereign and 
his fubje^ His library is copious and well 
chofen^ partkularly with regard to books, 
in his owa piFofeflioii. No man can be moi?c 
tender an4 ^ifidnous in the care of his patients; 
and he is faid to have the happin^fe of being, 
very fuccefsful in the healing art. By his lady, 
who has been fometime deccafcd, he has au 
only daughter, of whom he is moft paflionatc- 
ly foi^d. S^c is indeed very deferving of his 
affection^ being poffcfled ^f evi&ry good quajity 
that caai endear her to a parent. As to. her 
perfon, £tc is rather under-fizcd, and has a 
little too mmh \eml^onpoint, otherwife a fine 
young lady; for (he has a very good face, a 
&in like polifhed ivory, lovely black eyes, and 
a. fettled fmile on her countenance. Her 
temper is the happieft in the world, and no 
child cair be more dutiful to a father. Her' 
acquired accomplifhments are great; flie dances 
gracefully, fings well, and plays admirably 
on the harpfichord. I have had the pleafure 
of vifiting her more than once in company 
with M. Reinhard, who attends her with fome 
affiduity ; and if I can judge from circumftances 
(for he has faid nothing to me Kirafelf ) he 
pays his Iddreffes to this young lady. 

P b 4 Baron 
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Baron Boehmen) gentleman of the bed-cham« 
ber, is of a noble family, much refpefted in this 
country. Few gentlemen have a more grace-* 
fill figure, handfomer features, or a* more 
noble carriage. None furpafs him in aftivity, 
whether in dancing, fencing, riding, or any 
other manly exercife. He is very good-natur- 
ed and obliging, and of a moft chearftil lively 
difpofition ; but he has the misfortune of la^ 
bouring under a^efitation of ^eech, which 
greatly diminifhes the pleafure One would 
otherwife enjoy in the company of fo fenfible 
and agreeable a gentleman. 

M. KoCboth, a gentleman of the bted-cham-? 
ber, is nephew to madam Kofboth, one of the 
ladies of honour. He is a young gentleman 
of a very amiable difpofition, but remarkably 
modeft, and of few words. His ftaturc is 
low, his complexion fair, his cpnftitution de- 
licate. He does not want fenfe, but it is 
obfcured bjr his taciturnity; for had he but 
a little more affurance, he would make a 
much better figure, Not long ago he went 
over to England, where he learned the lan- 
guage, which he fpeaks tolerably well. His 
lady is low - fized, like himfelf, but makes 
up in good - nature and agreeable accom- 
piilhments^ what £hie wants in ftature. She 
has a fweet pretty face, a fine comjplcxion, ancj 
II moft winning carriage. Upon the w^tole, they 



L E T T E R^ til. 377 

feem to be a happy couple, and formed both 
in body and mind for each oth^r. '^ 

' Baron Pleffe is captain of the guards, and 
equerry to the duke. His family is one of the 
moft eminent in Mecklenburg. In perfon he 
18: very agreeable^ being of a good fize, fair 
conq>Iexion, regular features, and a manly 
countenance. He is reckoned a very able.of^ 
ficer, and few fiirpafs him in courage. A "vein 
of good-humour is diSufed through all his ac«^ 
tjons, and he is a true friend to focial mirth. 
I reckon him about five op fix^and-thirty, the' 
his complexion gives him ftill a younger ap- 
pearance^ He accompanied prince Charles of 
Mecklenburg into England, where he learnt a 
Uttle of the language ; and he afterwards went 
over with the fame prince into Portugal, to- 
wards the end of the laft war. Upon his re- 
tftrn he was preferred to the rpoft; he now 
holds, the duties of which he fulfils with the* 
tttmoft exadnefs. » ^ 

Bsiron Oertz, gentleman of the bed-chamber, 
is defcended from ojne of the befi: and .inoit 
aficient families in this country. He feems 
tQ be about five-and-thirty, is rather under- 
fized, and marked with the fmall-pox. But 
he ha$ an air of probity and candour equal to 
jmy advantage of . external jq^pearance. In 
his behaviour he is affable^ and gent^eL He 
talks a good deal, and likes company and. 
Ciurds/ His l^oufc li one of the beft in the 

town, 
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l)awxi, open to his friends^ whom he treatt 
with liberality vxd elegance. He nnderftaiids 
(Heral Uaguages, particularly Fuench andlta* 
lian, but is not equally fluent in fpeaking ^on. 
Good-natHre and affability are his charaderif-^ 
tics; and by what I can obCbrve, his heart ia 
foCccptible of the higfaeft fentiments of friends 
(hip. Proy^nci has bleffed him with a rety 
smiable lady, :a daughter of the baron Bulow, 
by whom he has feveral children. 
. There is a younger brother of baron O^t^ 
one of the beft natured gentlemen in tbe 
wcrld) and poffi:£kd of -many amiable i^v^ 
lities: Affable and generous t^' a very high 
degree, open and communicative, and en- 
deavouring to oblige, as vrndft as lies in hk 
power. His lize is rather diminutive ; btit htf 
has k handfome face, a noble air, and an uft^ 
common ihare of vivadty. The French atfid' 
Italian languages are ^uite fteaO&xc to bin^; 
he dances, fences, and ridei well; and is^ 
thoroughly qualified £6r coultly empldy- 
ihent. As theref » no vacancy here at pre*- 
ient, he' talks of fetting out very foon fo^Zell, 
in order to enter into thc^ fcrvice of prince 
Emeft of MecWeriburg. I hearttfy wfife him 
fiicceis in whatever he undertakes ; aid if lA- 
tcgrity, generofity, and honour are any «e* 
commendatidn in thi* age, Ke will certaiial^ 
meet with encouragement'^ 

Bffpoft 
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*^opi Npnaan is gentjero^ qf the bi^d^ 
td^yso^Vp and captain of tKe pardsj the. »o- 
bUfty of Jai? defeci^t is the le^ft part of Ju* 
nieril:. He is about forty, of a ha^dfom? fiaic 
a^pd ^ake^ has a manly countenance^ stjid e^-, 
S^HS deportment. Geperous and free in his - 
difpofttion, he takes a p^eaAire in feryiag his 
friends. In temper he is vrery h^ppy; ex-?, 
pjxm^ig the fcrcnity of his xnind by a coa- 
QfatXfuile in his coi^nte^ance. ^is coaftitutipQ 
ieeins to he V|?ry rqbuft; and he is a great 
disciplinarian, having been in th? fijrvice of. 
the king of Pruflia, that cdeferatqd pij^fter of 
t]{ic H^litary art. His good cpnduft %nd j^bi- 
l^ti^s have greatly recommended him to th* 
dvkPi Mrho feldom goes on any party of 
pleafurCji biit the baron muft be pne. He ge- 
neraHy plays at car^s^ in the evening with hj|r 
highnefs ; and indeed, no officer can be mor«i^ 
deferving of a princess favour. He has thjCi 
happinefs of being married to an accomplilh- 
^d lady, a daughter of baron Bulpw^ an4 Af- 
ter of madam Oertz : he has ha»d fome cWdren ; 
and is likely to be father of a numerpusfj^mily. 
The ladies of the two laft-mentioned noblemen 
are two fifters, whofe perfonal charms would do 
honour to any court in Enrope. The elder is 
madam Norman, the younger madam Oertz. 
They are daughters of baron Bujpw. Nature 
has beftowed on thefe ladies every charm, 
every grace to adorn their perfons. There is 
a fweetnefs painted in their faces, and difiufed 

thro* 
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thro' all their aAions. Their ftatnre is tall, their 
Ihape elegant, their frame delidtte, and their 
features cxz&ly regular. Their fldn is of a lovely- 
white with a rofy tint; their eyes animated 
with a celeftial brightnefs. But beauty is 
not their principal ornament ; they have 
ftudied to improve their minds, and to ac« 
^uife every amiable accompliihment. Their 
mien and their carriage are noble, and their 
converiation lively. They dance with auin* 
comparable air, and attract every eye by their 
graceful movements. Such is the refemblance 
beWeen them, as that between two full-blown 
fofes, or two ftars in the 'firmament. I might 
fay of them what the famous fignor Zappi 
fays of two nymphs, that were they to enter 
into a qonipetition with Venus on mount Ida, 
Paris would be confounded, and either divide 
Ae apple among them, or the caufe muft re* 
main undecided 

Due mnfe emule al volto^ e allafavella 
Muovon del fart il fie^ muovono ilcanto^ 
Vagbe cofiy che Uuna all ultra a canto 
IRjofa con rofa pary ftella con ftella. 
Nonfaiy fe quella a quefta^ o quefta a quelle^ 
' Toglia^ non togUa di belt ode il vanto; 
Epuoi ben dir : nuW altra e bella tanto ; 
Ma nonfuoidir dilor; quejla e flu bella. 



S$^ 
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S'e innanzi alfaftorello in Ida ajftfo. 
^Simil coppia giungea) Tenernmfora 
Lavincitrice al paragon del vifo^ 

Ma qual di quefle avrebbe vinto alkra f ^ 

Nolfo : Paride ilfomo avria dtvi/bi 
la gran lite penderebbe ancora^ 

But although the rcfcmblance be fo very 
lirongy they have ftill fome diftinguiihing 
features. Madam Nonnan is a little taller than 
her fiftpr Oertz, with more colour, and abettei* 
complexion. Madam Oertz is more delicately 
Ihaped, and more lively in her talk ^ but has 
not fo languifbing a look, nor fo winning a* 
countenance. Oertz is agreeable, Norman' 
lovely; Oertz is fparkling, Norman folid; 
Oertz is gay, Norman good-humoured ; Oertz 
is complaifant, Norman aflfeftionate ; Oertz is' 
fpiightly and carelefs, Norman fenfible and ju- 
dicious; Oertz afFefts a fuperiority from her 
chftrms, Norman appears ignorant of her per* 
fedions. The one flrikes you with her vivacity, 
the other charms you with her judgment ; the 
one raifes your futprize, the othfer gains your 
efteem ; you are amufed in company with one, 
you are 'in raptures with the other ; on one 
you look with complacency, on the other 
with admiration; one attrafts the eye, the 
other afFefts the heart ; one amufes as a por- 
trait, the other triumphs as a beauty. 

There; 
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There art feVcral otEer hditis- at Sfr^lit^^ 
admired for theii* charms and good ftnfe by aJi 
thofe whohai^e tht hoiiouir of th6it acquaint- 
ance. 

MadaiA dtf Barric^ritz i* * widow lady, who 
came lately' €6- StrfelitZi at the dufceVpakicular 
invitation. She is daughter to the count of 
Schulenbnt^^ and niece to the c6a»te& of De- 
litfitt itt London^ a near relation of lady Chef- 
terfieldi She is^ middle-agieid, has la^ge but- a* 
greeabk feaCure^y and a gr^efiil prtSbAce. H'el^ 
complesdon* is* florid, and flie is rather to6^ 
seplete : but her gi)od-nature and affability neii-' 
der her truly eftimable,. and prav^ htr the 
woxnaii of quality. I have c^en experidnced 
her dvility^r in Ihewing me her cabinet of cu- 
nofities, ehiiched \^ith a choice colkddon of 
Greek and Roman medals. 
. Madam Vofs is a lady fomewfcat advanced' 
ia year^^ but* more in good fcnfe and folidityv 
Her- fize aaid ihape are gented^ her nfatiiKr 
engagihg, and in her youth ihc nltfft'have had 
charms^ which arc now on the dfecayi But^ 
her und^rftanding and good iewfe niakc-her 
a^mple amends. She has bad the misfortuitc^ 
of being deeply involved in law-foits with 
her relations', which have impaired Kef fbr- 
tHitce, without difturbing the tranquility of her 
mftnd. Her daughter madam - R. is maiticd/ 
to a nobleman in Berlin, from whence flic* 

makes 
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iftiatkes frequent exciurfions to fee her motben 
She is a tall haBdfome hdy^ very fprigktly 
and gay, and po&fled of a great fiock of ^ 
and good-humow*. The duke feems to have 
a great regard for her. She was^ ju& come of 
her journey one. evening,, and intended to^ r&- 
t\^fk the next day to Berlin. Hicr highne&wais 
iniifpr/nied of it, and invited hec tQ* come te 
CQurt. She begge4 to be excufed oi» account of 
her drefS) which was only a riding-habit }. the 
<kifae mad^ aniwer,. hw dre6 jQioiiildbe over- 
looked^ and;, ft ^ wa» obliged ta make her ap* 
pcsitancer Ui«^ hi^nefs chatted* and kughed 
*rith:her afterwwd* the whole evemng». rnunU 
beyOnd his ufus^- dl^ee of gaiety. 

Mfr. Jacobin % learned civilianf and membcar 
6f the privy-omncil, ia a very old fervant of 
this government ;. but infirmities and age have 
quite difabled him from farther attendance; 
He ftill continues to enjoy his ^lary, as a Ve* 
ward for paft fervices. 

There i* a gentleman employed by this court 
to write a news-paper, in the nature of our 
Evening Chronicles. His name is Krohn, and he 
comes from the Palatinate. He is faid to be of 
a good family, and has undergone many vicifll^r 
tudes a$ a projedor, in fevend parts of Germa-> 
ny. At length he ofiered his fervice at this 
court, and baron Dewitz pitched upon him as a 
proper perfon to manage a news paper, which 
CfWPies out twice ft:week« He is a jolly portly 

man. 
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mail, bf a florid complexion; His learning U 
toot contemptible^ and he has a great deal o^ 
l^eady wit^ He is very fond of taJking I^atin^ 
but I diflike to hear him, becanfe he exprefles 
himfelf with fuch barbarou&efs and inelegance^ 
However, I am much obliged to him ; for he is 
very complaifant ; and often furniihes ine with 
anecdotesi I call him the Intelligencer, and 
ihall more than once have occafion to mention 
him. 

My frieiid counfellor Aeitihaltl has obferved 
that the army is generally the hobby-horfe of 
the German princes* This I cacnot fky of his 
highnefs the duke of Strelitfis ; he has too much 
fenfe to think of fwelling himfelf beyond his 
natural ilrength, and therefore is content to 
maintain fuch a number of foldiers as he thinks 
fufficient to guard his perfon, and preferve the 
public tranquility. The military ftate confifis 
only of five companies of foot, and one troop 
of life-guards, and a few huifars^ The mea 
are all as fine - looking fellows as ever I be- 
held, well clad in blue after the Pruffian man* 
ner, and trained to the fame difcipline. They 
go through their cxercife every moriiing on the 
Parade, and it is a pleafure to fee how dexter- 
oufly they perform their feveral manceilvreil 
and evolutions. 

The chief officer, colonel Cramm, is far ad-^ 
vance4 in years, fo that he fddom comes to 
<|ourt. He is a worthy old gendcman, bti« 

very 
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very infirm. For his honour, bravery, and in- 
tegrity, he is much refpeAed both by the duke 
and thofe under his command. 

Major Rebeur is a gentleman near fifty, 
of a noble family, and French extraftion. 
He is a portly handfome man, very afiable 
and obliging. He ferved long under the 
king of Pruffia, and was refpcfted for his 
abilities. The duke has lately taken feveral 
Fruffian officers into his fervice, and granted 
them great encouragement Major Rebeur is 
made governor of New Brandenburg, where 
he behaves with prudence, and gives general 
fatisfadtion* 

The duke has a. very good band of mufic. 
The two women fingers, Coghoen and Sonnen, 
are Italians, and excellent performers. They 
are both married to Germans. ^ The former is 
allowed 50Q crowns a year, the latter 300, 
with their board; the mailer of the chapel 
400, the reft 150 each. And fince I am upon 
the article of falaries, I will give you thofe 
of the military and civil officers ; only I muft 
put you once more in mind, that a dol« 
^ lar, in this country, goes as far as a pound 
fterling in London* 
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Colonel Grammj, - — r ^ — 50 per nienf, 

Major Rebeur — -^ ■ . , ,,, ^q 

A captain ■ ■■ -rr i--. :..,; jq 

A lieutenaat ^ — — — — 3r8 t 

An enfign -^.— — ^ _, — ^ ja 

A feijeant — - , . (^ 

A corporal -w ^ ^r 

A foot foldier s. — — — 2 f 

Baron Zefterfleth, inarihal of th? 

court — '■"^ — ?oo<>P«finii^ 

Baron Dewitz, privy-counfellor, 2060 
M.Jacobi, privy- counfeUor^ — iiom 
M. dc Bulow, mafter of the horfe, . 6oq 
M. Seip, privy-coufifellor, ~^- laoo 
Counfellors of the Exchequer 800 

CounftUor Reinhard ~— — 600 
M. Sieinfen — — -^ — *— . ^OfO 

M. Gerling — — , 500 

Baron Gkinzkow, firft gentleman 

of the bed-chamber, ■ . > .^-^ 600 
B^ronBoehmen r , — ■ .■ ■ j^oof . 

The gentlemen of tJ^c bed-cham- 
ber, each, —7— ■ ' ■■ — 3^0 
Body phyfician — — — i -.i- — ^00 

Valets de chambre, each^ — \ ' 150 

The rev. M. Mafch, fuperintend. 1500 
M. Gerling, paftpr of New Strelitz, 600 
M. Egger, paftpr of Old Strelitz, 400 
\f he expence of the duke's table 

i§?ftimatedat i i :mj 2i},oaQ per ann^ 



i 
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. tiimy introdu£Uon to thi Hiftory of Van- 
ijalia, I have under-rated the revenues of the 
duke of Mecklenburg Strelitz, making them 
amount tp no more than 250,006 rix dol- 
lars pet annum; I am told here that they 
iire 300,000; and bairbp Dewitz affures me^ 
that in nine or ten years time the duke's re-^ 
yenue will in confequende of the improvements 
now OB foot be more, than doubled. 

I ihall on another occafion mention to you 
.the feveral fouxces from whence thefe revenues 
arife, when I corne to enquire into the con- 
fiitution and intejrnal oeconomy of the country; ^ 
It is time noiH? to put an end to this long 
letter J but lejft I ihould forget, I will mention 
% word or two concerning fomc rules obferved 
.at court. 

li None but p^rfons df noble birth, or qua- 
lified by funftion or employment, are ad-^ 
mitted to court. Mi Reinhard, for exam- 
ple, and Mi Verpootten, are qualified as 
court cpunfellprs; and all gentlemen of the 
.army by their employment 2 but indeed of late 
none but the nobleffe are raifedtothe degree of 
officers. Thcj clergy are likewife admitted at 
this court, but not at that of Schwerin; yet 
they never fay grace, this ceremony being al-* 
ways performed by a page in lively* 

2i The wives of perfons qualified only by 

ftmftioh or etnployinent, are not admitted to 

court, unlefs they themfelves bfc of ^ noble 

C c a defcenti 
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defcent. This is a great mortification to many 
worthy ladies, that their hufbands fliall have 
the privilege of going to court, and tha 
women be obliged to flay at home. For as 
there are no play-hdufes in the town, all their 
diverfions feem to center in the concerts and 
affemblies held at court. 

3. The times appointed regularly for concerts 
and affemblies, are Wednefdays and Sundays, 
at fix in the evening. For all over Germany, 
and indeed in moft: parts of Europe, whether 
Papifts or Proteftants, they look upon the lab* 
bath, howjuftly I will not pretend to fay, as 
finiflied after evening fervice, and then they in* 
dulge themfelves in innocent recreations. The ' 
nobility of both fexes come to court about fix, 
when the concert begins, which lafts till nine. 
During the wjiole time they play at cards, feve- 
ral tables being fpread for that purpofe in the 
grand faloon. Sometimes there is a ball on 
thofe nights, and then one part of the compan 
dances, while the other plays. at cards. 
• 4. Strangers of anydiftindion have the duke^s 
coaches to wait upon them, all the time they 
fl:ay here, for which they pay no other acknow- 
ledgment than a pifiole upon going away* j 
and the fame is obferved at other courts in 
Germany. 

* This piftole is for the coachman and livery-fer- 
Yants that wait upon ftrangers* 

And 
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And now I am upon the fubjeft of courts, I 
fliall conclude this Ipng epiftle with the follow- 
ing remarks of the count de B. on the moft nc- 
ceffaiy^ qualifications of a courtier. ** A courtier, 
faid he to me in a late converfation, fhould 
above all things be civil, and ready to oblige. 
Civility confifts chiefly in behaving with decen- 
cy or fuitablenefs to charafter, and with affabi- 
lity or eafinefs of accefs. Decency is relative 
to voice, countenance, and drefs. The voice 
Ihould not be raifed too loud ; the expreflions 
fhould be clear and elegant ; the countenance 
frank and open ; and the gefture eafy and na- 
tural : in regard to drefs, it fliould not be ridicu- 
loufly tawdry, but neat and handfome. Affabi- 
lity confifts in giving a kind reception to per-' 
fons who have bufinefs with us, and in ihewing 
them a proper rcfpeft by external figns and com- 
pliments. A courtier fhould endeavour to con- 
vince thofe with whom he cbnverfe^, of his pay- 
ing Hue attention to what they fay. He fhould 
always anfwer them with mildnefs aiid good 
temper, and avoid all raillery, efpecially fuchas 
leaves a fting behind it. Facetia qua multum ei 
vero trahuntj acremfui memoriam relinquunt f . Com* 
pliments form apart of aflfability: this kind 
of civility has its medium and extremes: 
care fhould be taken to avoid all firained ex- 

t Tacit 
a prcf- 
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preffions, »d to uk only fuch as are adaptedi 
to the fubjcft,. j^nd to perfons. A couridei* 
ihoiild ihun all afieftation, and appearance o£ 
vanity. He flionld cxprefs a defire to oblige,^ 
d^cially bis inferiors, being the fute way 
to conciliate th^ir affeftion.? The count add-* 
cd feveral other ndes, which it would be tedi- . 
Qus to mention^and upon nxy taking the liberty 
to obferyc, that I was furprifed fo accompUih- 
cd a nobleman as himfelf had not b6en more, 
(ucce&ful, he fmiled, and fsdd^ that the fuccefs 
of courtiera is more owing to hazard th^a 
abilities, from the capricious difpo&tion o£ 
princes*. On which occafion he mentioned 
an inftance of the emperor Sigifmund, who, in? 
^fwer to an old [courtier's complaining o| 
thenegleci: of his long fervices, fhewedhirEi 
two boxes, one of which was filled with gold^ 
the other with^ lead, and bid him thuia 
ychich he pleafed for his reward : but unfortu- 
f^ately the poor gentleman pitched upon the box 
^Upd with Ipad ; upon which the emperor told 
)>jpi, that he muft no longer blame his prince 
^this ill fortune, in not meeting with th^ 
jflft rccompence of his merit, Tlie copnt thisn 

• Here he quoted this paflage of Taqitus : Dubitan 
cogor fato nafcendi^ . \it catera ita principum indinatio in 
hos, offenfio in illos an Jit aliquid in noflris conjiliis^ liceat-^, 
que inter abruptam contumaciam^ & deforme obfequium per^ 
gere iter ambiti$ne ac periculis vacuum. 

concluded. 
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